

















Studuying in Soufh Africa

he new South Africa is an exciting place to be a stu-
dent. Its vibrant mix of modern and traditional cul-
tures and the co-existence of first world infrastruc-

ture and third world developmental challenges make it a
highly desirable destination for study and research.
International students invariably cite the opportunities
offered as their most important reason for being in South
Africa. Besides the obvious travel and sight-seeing oppor-
tunities for which the country is justly famous, many
unique opportunities exist for international students to
participate in exciting research and development work.
South Africa's well-developed infrastructure is
reflected in the sophisticated facilities that exist in the
research departments of many universities and tech-

Higher Educaf

ince 1994, a suite of new education policies has
been passed by the new South African government.
Most of these aim to reform the gross inequalities
of the apartheid education system. One of the key instru-
ments for achieving this is the proposed National
Qualifications Framework (NQF), to be established by the
South African Qualifications Authority
(SAQA). By registering and assuring the
quality of all qualifications in a single
framework, it is hoped that the NQF will
integrate and enhance the quality of edu-
cation and training in South Africa.

It is believed that the integration of
education and training through a nation-
al framework into which all qualifications
should fit is a pre-requisite for successful
human resource development and for the
reconstruction of the South African socie-
ty and economy. This vision led to the
SAQA Act of 1995,and to regulations gov-
erning national standards. These in turn
laid down requirements for the registra-
tion of qualifications on the NQF to
ensure that they ‘articulate’ with one
another and meet minimum standards.

For institutions of higher education
this has meant the beginning of a process
of re-designing all qualifications to fit
into an outcomes-based format.

Another key document for universities and tech-
nikons was a 1996 report on Higher Education which pro-
posed a programmes-based definition of higher educa-
tion, as opposed to an institutional definition. It defined a
programme as a coherent and integrated sequence of
learning activities leading to a formal qualification.

nikons. At the same time, the country faces many of the
urgent social and developmental problems experienced
by third world countries. Scientists and social researchers
in South Africa are therefore presented with an extraor-
dinary range of opportunities to design, test and refine
solutions to pressing social, technological and develop-
mental problems. For this reason, academic life in South
Africa is far removed from the ‘ivory tower’ and South
African academics are deeply involved with the society
around them. Many of our tertiary institutions are pep-
pered with academics from other countries, working
side-by-side with South African colleagues on research
and development programmes whose outcomes have
regional and global significance.

N0 Transifon

Programmes could be trans-, inter- or multi-disciplinary.
In 1997 a government White Paper on transformation
in higher education built on this programme-based
approach, laying the ground for an integrated, co-ordi-
nated higher education and training system which would
be more accountable, relevant and socially responsible.

These developments have had pro-
found significance for higher education
institutions, which have had to re-
design their qualifications and develop
programmes-based curricula relevant
to the national development agenda,
which articulate with other qualifica-
tions and programmes in the sector.
These policy requirements have result-
ed in a flurry of curriculum innovation
in most institutions. The results are
likely to benefit students enormously.
Study programmes will become more
career focused, more purposeful and
outcomes-based. The new assessment
criteria should allow greater opportuni-
ty for credit transfer and flexibility of
choice within and across programmes
and institutions.

A third policy thrust currently affect-
ing South African higher education is
the proposed development of a national
quality assurance system linked to the

NQF. In most Universities and Technikons, internal quali-
ty assurance procedures are being established to ensure
that institutions meet the external requirements.
Students, as clients, will be asked their opinions on the
quality of the educational service they receive, and aca-
demics will be accountable for what and how they teach.

( The Official Guide to Universities & Technikons a
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