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PREFACE. 

rr11o Clmrch hrts been di vid,Jd fr0m it~~ very enrlics t 

d2.ys , v~hcn Chr is t ians of Jewish or ig-in found it hP..rcl to 

accept th~t unci rcwncised Genti les mifht bo Chris t inns 

too . ( Scu Acts 15 , Gal e.ti.:.ns 2 , o t c .) It 11r.;; :· ~.nc:J tho n 

1<:110' ' 11 clivision into E~ls t r.ncl 1;Tuct , ir1to Rom::.n C<.t ho l ic ,".nd 

F·rot . .;s t . ...,_nt , t:.nd int o t !1o hundr eds ancl t;v.~;n thouse.ncls of 

dcnomino.tlons ~nd sects vrhir'n P~; 1:no1: t od·"·Y, not to sp~~~.J~ 

of th:.; schisms bc t v1cen ' moder ni sm ' f"~nd 1 fund'"'rncn t n l isrr: 1 , 

1 Low 1 churcr..;':!::-m.shi p . 

Ecumoni cr\l ~.~ovcm,.;nt t h2 t the: Church of Chri:~ t is OrJE . 

Jesus s2.ic1 : 

11 0n this r ock I 1·:ill buil d my Chur ch" (not 
church~ ) - I\~at t . 16: 18 . 

Bu t hor c'"'.n YJ'::; P.sscr t t ho unity of t h...; Church ~-·:hon it is 

subji3c t to sucl1 cl ivis i ons [-lS vre t12.vc descri bed? 

pec t.s , r..nc1 ,ret tl1oy ~·rcrJ one .. 'J1hcir uni t~; e.rosc out of t he 

f~.ct tlw.t Ye.l1weh he..d mad\·] c. covenan t "J.i th thnm, th~t H8 

vroul d lJ:::; t heir God , ~.nd tl1(~y ;··oul d bo t:is pJoplo . Tho 

Christi2n Church , too , is founded unon R Divino cov~n~nt , 

tho ncr: covJnc.n t in tllC: blood of Christ. This h2.s ffi'='/la it 

11 -::t cl!osen r .!2.c:-: , n royPl frr i Gsthood , ::.holy 
nation, God ' s o'.'n noop L; 1

- 1 Peter 2 :9 . 

H[]rt; , sur,; ly , is sufflcient grm .. mcl for asr:ortll'lf th ·3 

unity of th8 Church . 

Tho P..ir·l of th1s th·~si .s iu to t:;:r-l.in a full:Jr undor-

stn.nding of ttt:_; concept of cov\mant ( S,ct.e-q K~ 
' 

in th,) llopc; th~.t suc!1 undcrstnnding nFJ.Y lcP..d Cl1ris t ir~ns 

of dlfforine trr..dittons t o find om.~ 8.notller in Christ . 

I :·oulcl Jilw 11cro to t~xprEJ.::n my tl"ln.n~-u:; to tl1os:; ":l1o 

have guided me 1n t hiE' study: to Dr . !~J . Co.ssor , for 

P.llO\''ing H\(3 to Plr..kc usa of his l ee turc notes on ' Cov~.,;n:<.n t ' ; 

to FrofO[;.SOr H. Er'hc; , oi ' t he Rhor10s Uni vcrsi ty Dr.~yn.rtrr1cnt 



- ii -

of Gorman f fo r his ho lp .i n t rans l a t ing t he c.r t i c l Js on 

hi<X9~r<~ in Kitte l ' s ' Theo l oe:i sch0s WBrtcrbuch zum neucn 

T9s t ament ' ; ::md i n particul ar t o Profe s s or L . A. Hewson for 

his ent husiastic and unf~ilin#, guid~nce during t ho pr o

p~ration of this thesis . 

Rhodes University. 

13 t h Oc tobc:r , 1964 . 



CI-L\I'I':!:R m~E - TH~ :.fE . .\rii.JG OF A IAGH!<H IN TEE OLD 
'l1ES1,"' ... ,J./fbT,!T • • o . . . .. . o • o o e • • • • • • • , • • ••• • • • o • • ••• 

1 . Introduction. o oc: o • ,. • • • "' •o o oo••••• •• • • •• • •• • " • 

(e. ) 

(b) 

( c ) 

( ~l ) 

c / 
For G.l l pr c,c tic<-:1 purpo.s ~s o 1 ot..&'1 K"1 is 
tl1c LXX JQLliVP..L;nt of 31 "'l~ • Th'-~ ctyno.:.. 
1or.qr of n ·· I J. i.s unc,;r t e..Li . '.Pv10 nosE!ib1e 
dcri vr-~ t ions ·nr..; fro•n U:r.) /wsyrto- Ihby1on
i .-:- n t urrn BIRITU - ' fetter' , or tlw Anib.tc 
E.!'ltRJ· .. - ' to [over '. . ... . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. .. . 

In .:::'Tly sociotL:;s , covoP~Xl ts 1nor .: th·.; 
lu.<:c> . .l n~l'\:--0r;rn·~nts or tr:.::r.~t .L;s 1 .. l1J c11 maa.o 
po8.cGful corm~llnity r ..; 1~.tiot1s por,::: ible . 
'.rl1c int·:n tion '''[_,, ' n.)<~ce' b~t'"'J(:!i.1 tl'l"' 
p:::rtlc::: concerned . - • . •• . ...••..••. •. ••••• 

Er.cl1 COVC~V'nt lind t·: 0 C.'i.d:_;:: , ttlC p.sycho-
1o::-:ic ,"'. l "'nj t'1 '-~ .syubo llc . On th0 psycho
lor:ic:-'1 s.i.dc th·.~r· --. , ... -,_,::: til:.-! :inv;-:,rc1 ntJ.rron•.:: 
br;himl t11u c.ovcl!r:~nt . Thc1 E: 1'Pti"Jolic.csncct 
1.r.vo1 v ·.,c1 .S 1.1.C l'J !:'l.C tiom~ ",;:-: S l"lf,_r i nr: b1oo;J , 
l~is sin~ , ~ h~.r :nr- r.. 1Itt· ~1 . . . .. .. . .... . . . . . 

i~odsnh~ll dividus 'socu1~r ' cov1n~nt;. in
to four cat.;rori~;.s: su.zer::.lnty , .P·"-rlt y. , 
p:!.tron , ?.nrJ. promi.:.~ory . • .. . . .. .. . .. . • . •• 

Covr·n~nt" "'r•' Cl"Cr•·(l Th · rg.-.·1 t'" ,.,{)~ i t1-.J . ._, (.t, t..~ , ~ \."" L-.'' ~ • e 1 ... \. • _l...._. -- Lf ,.k,. --• 

vok:;d , 2ith8r brJUUJf:,_, of his t:inslllp v1ith 
o.r1-·.; .or other oi' th ; rk'.rti2~, or !:'..S 0. ,I'Yl~;,r
nr~tor ·nw •·:o11lcl nun.i.~ J.1 rnvon.~~ brc':)J:inf. th(; 
r,o\'(_:n"=lnt . • •••• ~ ••.•••.• o .. ~ •• o • • • • •••••••• • 

2. . ·.rn.._: Cnvc; n::n t of God . •••• • 0 • • • • •••• 0 • ••• • • • 0 • • 

(a) :·.n 8~-(<'·!;i n~tion of t~·k EllllJ_cr--~l r.:::cord of 
cov::;n:;,nt c ,;rUt!lOn:i.• ·r b •t"' G;~:-, Yc::l.;vrch "-.nd 
I l ( . ) -··. t:h ., I ( .. ) 'IJ. tl . t ;. r".u . : J ·' 1 ... I' or 1 ; 11 · .. l 1 • , ·,r::_-

Fi~GE 
-r 

1 

1 

2 

6 

8 

9 

hil·::; (.iil ) .c: jnt•,i; ( i v) l·ror~1J~ (v) ''i. tl1 th8 
HouE!C 0f Lc;vi; (vi) Jo.::l1u:·. n.t Sl1JC11o:n; 
(vii) Ti tl1 tlk Hou· . ..; of DC'. via · (vlii ) 
J,_;ho.ir1.d:-:. tl-) ,_~ Htt;l1 Pr:L-.:st; (ix) Josi'.'h ; 
( x) ~z rr,. . . o • • • • o • • • o • • • • • o • . • .• • • • o • • • •• .o 9 

(b) T-"ro·~~ tl'ws .. : 3.cc.cunt:~ , t!P cnvo•r.nt r;f Y:~ll-
17811 , .. it~1 I.QcJ.CJ 1_ i~' t·h:-::;11 to .i1~vc: ccrt :-L.i..r. 
t1'l..stlnctiv~: fr)J.tun.:;:: . ( i) 'I'hJro .i.~~ f irs t 
tt1c Divin:; sov;.ro:i . .":nt y ::.~1cl lnitl .... tivc, ,_;x-

(c) 

-n. >·y,c~r 1· "'P' 1 t·-~-·lf' i '1 lll• ,.,.,.0'nv- ~nr1 , .. ()1'' 1 "-Ln.rr t'J ., ... · .:.J ,_ .. ~- ~- .. ~ ~ __ . _~::. u'-. . ll ' r .. .:.l •. • •••• __ --'( 

to·. ~rcls ~- nurnos;; . Isrr-.;;1 t.s e~J_st•;nc~~ rl,..:-
n "YJ'1s on ,r.., t,p·,h t10t · ~r-oh · ·l· rr· ()"' ·r~r~ol J.. ~-· . '_u.... .!.. ,_,i I, •• _ ' _ J _ , J '.J I .. ' I '- . : • 

Isr-'.81 is th·~r,::for·: su1•j:':ct to th~~ Divine 
i,_,_d;t.:.;,i1 .YJt . Yr'h1--ch. ' E' onl~· r:Jotiv,.J .in tht: 
C._ OV;''fl!:'l"'t ·l (' rr-i ,.. l.-.,,r,' ll il: ... •' ") rl· t .. rl l'IV I""r-'·'0'' l .• . 'l J ... t... _,.. __ ... tJ . ' -~". -- \,,I.. . ..., 0 . .. . • 

(ii) 'y;1or:·1 oi)li.(''ti--·.r '•c· nl{'c.-'<1 on. I~
~~·:;1 , ··1··ll_1ch-ir·. p=}fr;c'ti 1• - ~xpr~;f sed in t11·3 
~;h,;!t . 1 (:iXH.l t • 6 :4- 6 ) • • • • • • . . • . • • • • • • • • • • 1~i 

'Ill.; d,JV,_: lon, .Jfl t of the D .., l :1 C0.1CODt 
t ;;rou~~h ttt::~ v~Tious s tr0..ta.. ·of tl1c Old Tes
t :.,:·.·. :nt '';ri tings : ( l) In J an'-1 E, Go'l hn.s 
cr' lL.d J,<]re.,:; l ln to l),,i:(" :;,nd into e. pur
S0'!(1.1 l"(•lr--,tion.:-hlp ···.i..th Himself . (ii) 'i'hc 
Cl~.s.s ic~ l Prophc.:t~· l o.rg,) l,y o,void tho t\.!.rrrt , 
s inci~ lt h-:-..-1 b~::co1'J,J :fonlt' .. 1 iSo..)0. . Tl1uy cnn-



( n) 
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tJ Y!LF) , ho~. ·cCJ" .:r , to em ph~.~, t8c thu fT'1C:Lous 
f .!"~vour of y;-Jn.•o:J ~ (LLi) ··rlth t11(~ Dcut ,:::r -
o "'or"l·c .... c th'"' ~ ., ""'-=" b'r·c)rn..-,..-· t~··· nl] ~.l"' .:1 ...; ~·· ' - \..,; J I .• ~ . \.•' ... · . 1

.,,.1, • .~.,• .... ,.., ~ -.. 

. ; .. ,nrr"CL1.': s'r.::l·:ol I'!!Ecl1 cl1 ~;cr-Lt·:::· Isr.!'..~;l 1 s 
r ·]'"'t-ion;..;l-l·r, to v~h'"""•l1 (l"v) F· r-·"·"r'lQ \. ....... .,l,_.1.:. . .. 1 .. .• ... ~- \..•- • - -· .,\_.._. 

ti't1; :~hr:'.h .. .--.11c cov.jncnt ·::'-'3 ~-1.11- import~nt . 
The rc l o::.t.i..onsili.J:l j_:· on~ of 1:!l~:::c~-.-~ ~mrl th;; 
I '"'1 • ·j n ,., C' 8, . <.P"") n t n J y r. r . s r• • 0 f v· i ,.., .J .. , __ ,_; ~. ·~ •. crr::JJI·~- . ... . ~J\ p ·~·· . : 1 n 0 . ,!__..; 

.r::l;-.tj_nnsl~in . Pur F tl'l·:_·. ~cw~:n.:nt lr: ctcr-
n"']lv '\f'"'ll"··t (v) J~· "'" 'l.''h ~.,Z') 1 -l·~1 '"'n·1 :lf., . V ( , . __ 1 __ • ( ,., ,I .;1... ,_ . ' j,.:.J v- _ •.! ' - f.... 

?. Is;_1..if'..h , 1 ~nlHcc~ F, visnr· 11.'38 th::.t thn 
cov . .;no..n t r c) l!'..tiom;l11n T·'i ll b :J broucht to ['. 
nm:, hi ')"!"K.r lcvc 1 . (vi) Des p}_ L; ~·, s tront 
post- c:x:'Llic trend tov· ~)_rcl.'' for:~:~llsr:~ , r r.:: 
id;JJ. o-~ !"1, r._·l '1tionsl1:LlJ of :.~rJ.C(~ c~mtinucs 
to 1J--~ ,.idc)l.Y '"1.c::cc·J)tccl . • • • • • • •• • • • • • • f\... 20 

Al«.8f ,c"1 in Cl~ssicr,l ;1,nd H8llcn1s t.tc 
C.r~.:~~>~ Llt·.Jr'rttur~ . • o ••• ••• • •• •••• •• ~~ . .. . .. 

.1ioL8jK"'J is nrcfrJ rr ,;(l to <TvvB~K'"J • IYl. 
Cl-'.,S· j_C'"'-1 tir;1.";8, ~\olei K'l-J !11~~-::.nt I COP.lllf'..Ct I • 
r..-: Hcl}.:.nir·ttc tbL!f. , tt m~:-?nt rv.,ill ' or 
, t;~ ..:- t P.:•l;;nt ' . ::n1on tb:: LXX trG..nsl::·Ltor;.: ur ... d 
th,; i'O.r-1, _:_ ts •:-tu~·.nin.~~ - ·e.f; still fl·~:x_i_bl.: , 
c r::nt,-.tn.i.J[:. :=:oEK~tl1Jnr. of l)ot11 cl~s::::ic ... l -:.n·J 
~~-:lJ.·~•1is ti c S<.;!13 ~s . 

?.9 

(b ) Al otGlj t<'l:J in tl\, _: ~PlloU."";l1t of Philo of 
AL _,c~·-Jdri.~. . o •.• • • • • C) o o ... .... o o • f" • • • • • • • • ~·3 

(c) 

Pl1 i.lo , rrot.-:: t\"0 trcnt:Lc~s on th ::· th~·:rnc of 
S~ o(&~tc"'l , , .. hie i :-:r.~ ncv,r J.o:;t to us . Fir--
otl'ln.r \:cit5_n-'-r::~ ~·iJo· t!v;.t !1\~ Jo:;.<~ r-.~(-?'!t'd 
t-h.-. Divl·n··· (',-..... e~K""' P.P. '! C''J.-~"t "'ltho11r·11 u · _ · ~ . . . . , 0 '""- r I .... " i...:.• __ 1. ' , • ! L •. ,. ~ 

c1:J1J .. ;~"' · i int n·1 t. h·.' , .. n .rt!1iru ::i~.l ()f thos·. ,:·110 
r.:c-'jVu {t . 

in tl1e wx·i t irv~..-· of Jo.s 1:nl1L~n . • • • • 36 

,JoE;cnhu2 u.:-~;s b• C{fhiK"'' in. 1t::· Ecll:~nir tic 
<:!,•1'1<:!(· of , .... "Ll l! or· ' t•,c·t···,Yl'>Y"ltl H'l' ~nn. ·· -
~-.. ...... ~ • • ·- ' •• - ol ,... ·'· .l • _,........ ... ".. -

~~.rc , ho - .:v ... :r, to ~Lve: .-tP conc~.:pt i.0n of th:; 
Di.vin.; cov.-;~v:-.. n t , <.:xccpt insof:=tr ets !10 c1•J 
cl~>J>.::P th.(:: iili[7llty ~1.ct::" of 1r•JT 11.]]1 , ":·.n:l u.r - -~s 
Isra . .J 1 t0 n .:[)_poncl . 

(d) A.I~Xr15,<"-:? in t!.1c l~.uocr.~'n!rL e.nd Fseudc1-
n 1 r:··r~-:J. ·n11n o Cl o • • • • • • • o 0 o • o o •• o o • • o o o • • ••• o o ~·) 7 

~11:.! ov•:r· ll nictu.r. h::r~ is 2. ',; 11- ho.l:w
C:: ~;cl or:•: , 8t.rc;s.c:inr l:oth th~:; Divlnc pro
nise or tl--~cn.::o , and tru r.··or:--~1 n;spon~':i
billt.~~ os· Ic:rc..c;l . 

(o) T~:; CovunP..nt Co,Jc.::nt in the 112.11rini.c 
·~iri t inr:n . . o •• •••• • • o • •• Cl • • • •• • • ••• •• • 0 • 0 4 o 
~:.'h(: R"'..'l>h.iE: ~:·rtpb~·si.c:v<t l.h.,; .icL;nt.i..Llcntlon 
but,.,·.:•:n I.P.: .r.nc1 cov:n12.nt , flO tl1'"1.t tl'v; 
o l :) -nnt of p~~n~on-~.l r .l!!.i~5_onE<hip '."·'1E: 
1-:.r--cl,y lont , ~'•'ld t!1.' olJ:J'::rvr--.nc·~-~ of th::~ · 
'l'O('"'.:: t .n .. L!d to l1L:C0f:l:; ·~?': C·'1d in its' lf . 
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(f) Tl'l3 Covon!"lnt Concon.t in thn nunrn.n 
C o-.. ,~t1Uni tv . . . . .... . . ... ... . ... . .... . ~ ... , 42 

Tl'L1 ·~urorPJ1 Community b~.J li .. :v::.:a tl'l -:-.t , ln 
vic~·; of Isr:::el ' s sin , the Divine cov,;nc.nt 
l'l~c1 b;; ~m n~n~~:·,;cl ··'i.tl: tho~1 ;:'.lnn~ , h:.;.i_ng 
the fqJ.thful n:;r:m~.nt . Thu nl".r1.::· of th(~lr 
ccllinr.: ¥1r:.s thc:.Lr :11Jl l 1 ty to oh:;y tl:.; l;.1T'' 
n.s in t Jrpn.~ tlYl by t.!-k~ lrlc.~::: tllood . 

CE.\PTEn TI-IR:::EE - TIB 02i~GE OP AI AG>HKH IN 'fEE I'JE"'i 

(2.) 

(b) 

_·).)s cor.m;,:-.rc;d 'V·'i ttl t it-.' Olcl '1\J;-::tr:-mK.nt , the~ 
occur~0ncn of b1o<ft'1t<~ in ~i1c Nc,.· Tc.stn
rnont u1 r.·.re . 

••••••• 

Ro.nnns: Isr;:.;; l Rinn,)~l tw r:; lying on the 
V1v-1 inc-t.Y.:.d of th(~ p.:r2cn of God in the 
covcn::>nt . Thr·.r· ;fOrl) tlk COVC)nr..n t H:-;A ux
tc~ncl\·~, 1_ to tl1c Gcntilcr~ . 

2 Cori nttllo.ns: 11hc o lrl r:rlJ nv.:1'' covcn.<:1.nt.s 
.. ~·:.' . :: contrr.stod . Trk fault in tli . .:: olcl 
cov_:l1P.nt 1~\'.r nnt no rtmch in .ttcclf "" ,s in 
IrTt='.u 1 ' s misus.-; of it o 

G:;.l;1ti::'.ns : Hc;r:) tb .. co~1tr2.st is ll~· t'vh~cn 
t' ·o 01\l 'I.;st::.·:n·:mt eovnnr.nt.s - thr' .. t ,.,.i.th 

.\1-,r."..h<"'.~l , n.r\1. ttk Si11<:i cov,_:!l:.nt . 1\i.Ttn, 
trl· trOl.l'hl-:~ nit~; tl1, Sinr.l COV';nr~nt ·;•ns 
IPr"..cl ' s ~isur~ of it ~ 
Excursus - IYJ onv nl."..Cl) P :::.ul ~ed·lS to USL! 
btoc&~,<~ in til._: sz.~ n.'J c: of ' ".'ill ' or ' t .. :r~ -
t ~Jn,;n t 1 • D(} t~ llod >;x. ~11'i_n;, tion f.r~.vourr-
tl!.;; S()ns :.:; of ' cov-.Jn~-:nt ' tllrou~·hout. 

6.;~XefK1 in th:; Rpistl:; to the H~brc111s . 

~~or-: tl1;:-.11 h~~lf t~,; :'-101! Test"t:'l(mt r c;fnr
onc ... :s to b; tX9ft<'llj occur . :L.r Hcbr l;•.·s . The 
cor..t.r•.E't b.-; t···r;, !t1 t i!~: ol•l . ..,_m'l. n':;·.·· covn
n;.nts J.~ "iroll~r to t11,: contr".;;ts drav:n 
b.~r P::.:.ul . In He: bro--· 5 , hov: cv ~..;r , 1 c ov,)nn.n t ' 
me;-:.ns rporc ~n on.lor-.;rl ::.rr,':l.n.,r·_: rr~;:;nt th~n r. 
p:; r.sotrJ. r~::lP.tiom, tJ:i.}J , :.ltllour;h tht: r :r
Ponnl r<.; l.?.t i onsl.1.i..D i~~ still th~J rc 1·: i thin 
th,-, cont:->Y t of t~l·t··, C)l"'1···x'· -·~ ~-'"'~-'·"nr:-·,,'(l··n·t-....... .,1 ~--- - ~ 1 _, ~ '...- ,JU. (, . ..,,L l .. · { · \ ,, ' L\.. U • 

'.Phc Cl_11t1c crnph:>.stn \ll Hcbn_;l'l,S llO._!f. ~lOt 
0xclud2 j_t fran th2 ~~in str:~ 1 of E.tb
l.ic .".l tc:;:'1,.chi.n::r: on t!·hj cov . .:;n,:.nt . 

• 

.......... ' ...... . 
lli1C:! '10s.:: not contrr->:Jt t• :o cov.;n;:.nt[-l , l1ut 
r~"'.th(}r sc; :s ttL~ cornin.c of ChriE' t "'.f' tht~ 
ftllfiL!,·:nt of ttJ :, .9JlQ covnnr..nt 1,1j_ tft tl10 
Fe t!Y.;rs . 

46 

47 

58 

63 



(d ) 

( (:} ) 
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• • • 

Tl1~~ c·n1? .r\~f.::renc,~ occurs i~J the: AnoC('..-
1.)7D2-.:. . Tl1c; ::-~m:ur:.r2..1.1C.:3 of th8 "\rl\ of tl1..; 
Co\rc.tr.nl~ :LndicP.t(:i~ tlK: rr...;.storf.tion of' 
_pcrL:c t n.cc~oss to God . 

Cmn:-f:lrl~:on o·" t:·J.:; four ....,ccounts in 1 Cor-
1. ·1'-ill·~nc · -,~ r,_ 1 '<>t t l1"'1r ....,n., Ju' -,, ; L.J ~ ._ , ' , i. ·-·· \. , ; _. •• · •. , , · \l -' !\.·., • 

LuJc ... ~ 22 :19 , 20 , pof,:; : ..... t,:xtu~:.l nrob1c,;• , fo r 
ClO'l:-. I11T,_,S l• ''V) 0 ? · 19') onlv 'Ph·· · vi'i 'lC '' ......, ~! t_., -.)JJ.... .,t .... \.,; f,, . ....._, r r·.. -.,.~ t . • .:.C:.. \ .: • \.,. t_:.~, \._; 

fr-.vours tn.; lon,'·o:·;r t (~xt . 
T'Fl::n Jc[~u::: ri..;f.,r:: to th._; nC1'' cov.~nr~nt ln 
H1·~ h1oo-'~ I...J,-. "'::'1<"1 t 1 11·~.-::-·. T'0°"·J' bl·' ~:crl.l'-~.. ......... ._. \J ' _.._, J..J.vl... • J '-"" V•... '-' .._. • 

tlJJ\;s ln ''linll: (i) i'l1c; bloo~l of t··,c; P::...ss-
ovn"" l !"' ,,) !:lt !--],' Exocl'JC' (J "' r·· · 1 i r.. c_.) . (l' ·'! ) ._;...t.. .. •01.: ,_ r'v lJl.. . L."-.• l ... l.,.;.._,. __ ( ~,oa.. _.. t . .. 

1'}1u :~nrinklin:::- of l.)1oocl unon tl1 _) r·.:.onh; n t 
:Jin'li~ (V . Tr..ylor ); (ij_i ) Tl1c Suffcrin.~ 
C··rv"nt .,..,~ c~~r···Q ]" 11 2 Is..,l' .-,h (Otto) ,...J;, , . -- ! - :..:"~ -·c-.. .:~., . .... ....... . " " ... . l. • 

'.'ll'hJS\.: nc . .;d not 1x, r~utw;.ll'- -:;xc l usivu . 
1111-\'":1 2,.., •?g cJ· ""'C'! t1~ ' --.; -~:-' )Jl. V"l\' "_, 11l' ''Cl' p l '• -J .•. J..V .._.c:_.(....._~, ~) . h .. • ,, !.'· ''-" -l . J..• \. '- ·- "' .... , 

Qh" -.. · n · t ,... d~· -· l •Qt " r ·,· ·· •• J._u ]_,_ l ,; . ._.v)C... IO ! . l . 

I'hv O'f,-.rt·J.J. pic tun; fro:l tr1 ... )(' JK~rrativcs 
sh·y··.s th_ (tLscipl\·Js 2-:-:. 1. covcnnnt-commu-
nl·t,, Qh"l"'·,.... ..... ·l-1 · 1;,., 'on "'Ll1~f-•l" l'1 1 ' "' ~-nd r.i ' "'-• ~-:.. J . .:.ll. tJ t.,; l!_:....t.... .. l , 0 · - ,_ ... . 1-(_:~; ... ~ ... 1-

t r .Lur'lpi: of Jesus . 

CI-L\.F~':LJ}~ :!.i'GUR - ~IE·; ~rES'T'.::,:_~NT P/u~,_-,LLELS ·ro 'l'I-IB 
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Rr.;.~:'b.lnlc Judris.• unn{l to cg_u.r'.LJ tll<..! cov<:
n.-::.nt ·,:•i_tl'l tll;~: Lrr . In •·IclJ ... ;''ljctlc Gr.:!c1

: 

t]) ·: " "Orcl & 1 ot6~K~ 11 ··.cl grt.LK;(l tl1.' exclu
SiVe s.-:-:o~'.J of tnill ' or t T;.stc.rtl\-mt ' tw 
Nc·-: T:~S tr ·h~:n t t j il'lL:S . To t !1 . RO!~,,~_nP , 
' COVtll'•nt t ("'"'Cr"'r"')"tUiTI ) ·· 1-~1t'" S ·c J~ t ,_;_.'.. ,J ~4 . · .... L~,,~~ - · · ll ~ · .. L_ c .. \. ,,\..; 

~ocic ty . For tl1cf'C· t\:<L<cmc tile o:--.rly 
C11ri.st.t~.ns · c: r~; r,:;ltwtr• .. nt tn ucoc trw 
t.-~.r•n - h'~nc.~ j_ t.~· 1nfr~~qu:--:nc,y .i.n th ... : t\:'·· 
T,;stc"x:-:r-;nt . ,·~ furtll •r .r\ !7Sol1. 1··r:.s th ~t tho 
Old 'l\;8tr,-n-..:rlt conc::nt of tru cowm:"nt 
-nc~r~nt 11 t t l c to th.::)· incre....,.<: lnr G~:n. t l L, 
•.) 1enknt in tl~L! crmrc11 . T3ut otl!.·::r hnrt-
l• ncr i'-''ol" T ot~·--· ·,nt 1'">"'"' cl1C1l ')(' tr ·)coV\ ("' • \...•r \...r•.; ::.a,!_.dl .LI.. l! ....... 0 , '-J •• J. \~t.,J \.,; ! l -

ciLL....,,tlon ' , 1kinrclcrn ', ~nd ' 1ovc t, hrvc 
:::orvr~d to convoy t;!\. t ruth.s inhc)r:~:nt in 
the covan~nt concept . U1t.im~to1y , hm. 
cv.Jr? th:.) cUfficulty 1s on.; of l (,DfllC'{;t-: o 
Th,·~ r:10S3['.'\-~ of Go.J to mr.n cnnnot :•dc
qt~['.tC ly b:) oxpr;;sr.-0c1 :i.n cov,Jn:'.nt t~ nni
no1o~:.Y or c..ny oth-~r tcr~"tiuo 1o!_.y . It er-n 
on~r bo oxprJG:J .. ~c1 in :::. Person - t!L F.;rson 
of Jesus Chri.s t . 



CBAPrER 0~~· TH~ HE.ANING OF .11/\c:J HkH I N THE OlD T:<:STNXSI'~T . 

1 . I NTRODUCTI ON . 

(a ) The 1''0rd c ,.JR..::-.... 11 •1 o <A..v•t" 
1 

occur s 352 t irr}?. s in t he Sept uagint 

( includ.inr t he Apocrypha) , end .in 2.79 of t he .:-' e i n.stance.s l t 
1 

hac an equival ent i.n t hP. Hebr e•:· . On 2 70 occas lons the Heb-

rew e q_uivalr::nt is n"'·!~ . Of t he other nl ne , h1o/()~K~ trans

l a t es Jl ·!I.Y f our t i n"Bs , and T!lllX, 12'1', :J.JI:.:> , llli.!=l , anrl n~c.V 
T -: - .,. -:- - 'r r -· ·r 

once each . 'l,he ,.,or d l'1 1
/ ]. itself occurs 2 E36 t in~es i n t he 

2. . • 
Old Tes t 2'nen t, and on t 1e 16 occas.tons '' here i t :i.s not tran~-

la ted as b ,.~_e~ r::; , v.re find renderings ::;uch as ut)•lth/~n1 (Dan . 
) \ J / 

ll :6) ; 6VTCAot r (B) or Tifo·~r,j..0fc:xTr:x_ (A) ( l Kin:._s l l : l l) . For 

a l l pr8.ctic.:::l purposeE' , v'e me-w se.fely t ake f),.x&~K""l to. be 

t b5 LXX equiva lRnt of :s/')1 21 , v•hic11 in Engl ish is .in t he vm:t 

majori t y of ins t~nces render ed • covenant'~ 

T!1e et~T!Tto logy of the ter YT1 .n ' ! } i s unc--::>rt oin . The 

mos t gener~lly accented vie~ i.s tha t it is derived f r om the 

AcE' yrto-B~byloninn '"Iord BIRITU, ''Jh i ch has the pri, ~'=' ry '!lean-
3 

ing of r f e t ter· ' • N. Schmidt shows hov· c>, defeated ancl fR t tor-

ed opnonen~ l"rJ.i.?.;ll.t be put under obliP,"ationC1 and made an ally -

hence r fetter r oeca::-1c; a '1Je t aphor for th] c. :ir:nosed k in<1 of 

coven;::-n t or c:-~ lliance . 'rhe t prr.t : ' P.E! le.t er ex ten1ecl t o every 

alJJ .. :mce , evc;n v• ;1e.re tl1e oc.rU.es 'md equal .statu~ . A 

second sugf:.:·e ::~ tnd derivet:Lon of n .,!;Lis fro 7i the Arah.i.. c 

BARA - ' to .:ever' - - - F?. brew ill.) - ' t o cut' , and hence 
T T ~ 

' to ee.t r . Th.is der:t.va tion l.s sunported D~' B. Davidson , 

.f:i.rf t , becauce J1 1
} ~ :i.S S 0 often lin}<:ed ~ .. i th the verb _D .) :2) -

- T 

' to cut', ri.n.(J s econcl , because c J.rcPrnc j <:jon "'as tl18 ' .~: i[In of 

tJ'w coven.q .lt '. A der5vaU.on from ill]. also ha,c::: th0 rur.mort 
5 TT . 

of~ . T'.:eyr. r , vtJj.le G . iPell on the other h::>~nd re .iect .s lt 

l-· E . Hatch :?nJ B. A. Rectn2.th - t ConcordF.J.n ce to the <:~n
t ua0int 1. The differ~nce bet~een the two fi~ure~ ~j v~n 
~- ·~ sirnfllV clue to tl-Je fact t l1e t portlO!'!S of the LXX., 
esrecialiy the Arocr y!1ha , ennear in t!1e Gr ee'Jr. on lY ~ 

2- G.E . ; ·en·1enhc.ll - IDB Vol . l , IJ . 715 . 
3- ~B Vol . l , Col . 9?8 . 
.!1- ' The Analytic~.l Hebre'" and Chrldee Lexicon ', p . CX l V. 
!':i- ' DtP Isr ae l i t erJ unrl ihre ~'nchb;_1 rs tl:lrnme 1 , quoted tn 

TWNT Vol. 2 , p. 107. 
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a l to,:;e t t:er . K. Kohler sugz·ec t 8 that fl..,}~ and BIRITU Ti i sl'lt 

both be derived from BARA, hut t here is no clear evldence to 

su pport t h:Ls . It 1':ou l u he difficult to 'T:ake a firrn decic ion 

bett;·een BIRITU and B.~RA; a consid<:Jration of thr: nrrctice of 

COVene..n t - making i n the ancient "'Orld r.: ill ~hOV7 t h; t t)-,c; tde;-:.:. 

of rf e tters r and the idea of ' cuttincr, r both feature prorrli-

nent l y . 

(h ) ll'an , 1 Tite.~ F .W. Dillis t one , 

"f.i rr' t cnne;:x;.~ u00n tt12 rcc'!A ~f' a soci:-1 nn.i :-YJr-.1 
, .. ho cr .n onlv exif:t \ ': ~.tl.lL11 C0rr\i11l.1Dit\T . I f hls you.np
are to grov; to ''1°, tur.i. ty , i.:!" h.e .L'' ·to r:a i.n oecur- .. 
i t.v fro~ t1'1P. d.8.nf::.erf 1'1h; ell f.urroun'J. hi 11 , it is 
e;~9en tia l for him to hr.:.ve the sur. port of' hi c.: 
fe llO''.l men . So the <;arll8s t kno'~n for~ of hurn8..n 
life i.s a. common life c:.nd tlle very prePsu.re of 
h1s 8r1v:Lrorrn.ent causes t he j_nd:i.vidual to r!:)y iTiore 
attGntion to the tl'lings \''lU.ch 'Jnl t r; l:'l i:.:1 \"1 th t he 
other .:Jemhers of hi.s ::~ ociet.Y th~n to t l 1,~ tl1.i11[:'S 
\''hich senara.t P. l1im f r om t he·.1. " 8 

Dillistonf"'l cl t P.,c:: as exalll.D l e.: of tr1e~-·e unit in'· factors t he 

sen~e of bgi~g derived fro~ 2 com~on ori~in , or of ehrrinp 

commo n blood or co~~on breath . 

But tl'liJ' organic conccnt o.f s ocict.y , ettl1e r 1n the; 

prt·;itlve form stated 2.hove or in the rnore elr.borat8 for.1s 

outlineo. r·: Pl c.to E"nd i\rietotle, cPrmnt , he conclude::-: , cler 

crthe nd.eqt 12.tc ly ever~· i:-'8lc:.tione:lL' that exir t s b~ t"~een 

per.:.ons or· crouns . F'or exa·r~le , a ro l 3.tionshin 1. t c ~·nnot 

describe ;_ ,C'! that bct"'eGn one l '!:'n 2.na one vro!'!an , r·ho re-

nounce for r neriod their gener al rel2t i on t o society, 

( 
• 'h f tl C' • ~ l . ) 1 . e . 2s ~e~~ ~crs o . ~e ~oc1~ organ1sm , 

"so th~t ·. ·ithin a nart i cule.r re l .s. t ion they may 
rene,, th.:; ir s trerJ.r:th for th:;h· soci.q,l function 
and l'lt iT ac tuR.lly realize valuec mhich 1!] i ll en
rich the 1'?i:Jo le li.fe of t i1e social org2.nisli: . rr g 

The sa;r,e i c true to e. l e.scer iie,r;;rec of tl1e rcle.t i on of 

friendshjp bet~een any t~o ~e~bers of society , or be t~een 

any tt;.:o _r;roup.s or societies tl!e ·~elves . 

It is a lso j_mpoPf'i1J l e , unclcr the or.~anlc co.ncent of 

8ociety , to t eke a ccoun t o.f ~3peci;-:l relat.:Lon~hin.:; ··r11i ch 

6- T~~T Vol . 2 , p . 107 . 
7- J~ Vo l . 4 , p . 318 . 
8- ' The Stn.1cture of th2 Divine Society r, p . 13 . 
9 - Ihirl . p . 32 . 



arise fru i: ·nut'-..12.1 r2nuls i on b."3 t·, een parties, e . [' . e 11r11ity 

tle t 1:·een l ndl vid,Jal:.:· , o1· a feu~l be ween f awi lies , or fri ct lon 

be t 1:reen n3. t i ons ,. 

Thus, sa.~'.s DJ llis tone , tJ'.e r e ex:ts t .s hetv'een individue ls 

and be t ··'een socia l groups a co:·nplex combi nat .i.on of r.t t r ,...:.c·

t :i.on, ten~! i on ,· f as c :l.na.tio n; fe~.r and El'\"e , none of v~ht ch ar P. 

inherent in tt1e .soctc.l oi.·r;anis· ll . TJ1J.s coinbinat ion of f or ces 

and rela tions h lnA f erns t h~ ba c :gr ound to t he nr~ct ic2 of 
- " 1.1.' 

rila}~ing covenants . 

" i n '10 18.d:Lc or ·rntr] a rcha l soclEJty cow;nants be
tl' '3en :r1en 1nd ct·ou:ns · ·ar.; t l1e l epal a.:-reernen t s 
or trea.tte::: ·. 1ll1Cll maC.:; DSa.cefu l CO!~i':luni ty r e l a
tl011S C1 DOC ."'~ibi l ·,. t ~r . lf ]j_ 

Trv~re ,•as i n f :-ct no c.: t co~1::._.:;r r;uar ::·.":t ce t 11 ~·n tL~ covenant fo.r 
12 

l arJ , s F.· f e ty ~ ne&ce ( tt i )~) c.nd pAr .so:J.a l f a i tllf1 1 lne['s . It may 

b0 not eel tl':~t, c- 1nce ~~!1,~ j .ntent1 on of a covet1ant nas pef ce 

bet·ra :::n the pu.rri es concerl'lecl , t ··; e Ol d Te.? t a.;J'P.nt 011 occa~ i_on 

.sne CJ.J.~s of -:... rco'mnr.nt of peo.ce1 (n . f.. . r·:U'Tl . 25 :1?-, I .Qa . 54 : 10); 
l~~ 

for· '.''!J.~ c \ ~ tl:e worcl. 'peace ' t.t lon.e j_s s u··0.t1:np,s us~d . 

-.,~e ll t qo---r; :Gi1,LLcc.J. ex a.mpl es o+' ~Pch covem:~ t s bet':'een 

me n or f.'T'o:Jps of met1 :-:~.r ::; those wh i. cl1 tool-:: pla ce be t~veon 

Dav.i.cl and ,.Jnnu.t hD.¥1 (1. Sum, 1.8 :0 3 ?.0: 8 ~ 2.3 : 18) , a.ncl bet"'ecn 

J a cob a.r: cl U..'l:T i ( C!ei'l. 31 :44-55) . l Sa· .. : . 18.:3 tellc- u.s t rv:.t 

nJon."'th.~.n made r. cc·1anr ,. t 1 'ith D~vj_d , becaus e he 
loved !'li: t f~.:: 1:.i.'~ ow~1 sr:ul. 11 

In otl18r · ·on:tf; , he expret;sed by meai'Js of 2 covenant hLs snon-

t aneous f () e 1ir.:~: of l o"TO f or Ds,vid , EH"Jd. from then on the cove~ · · 

n::t.n t r;rp~· t lle rG to DJ.'O~ec t t 11]. S !) i~eat l ove J,fD.i iJSt an,y POf- S i~Jl8 
14 

cr i sis . Be t~ eQ~ the £a.m11.:Le s oi.' Jacob and Laban tl1ere - a.c- n.:; 

suct1 love , l1ut r at her uncerta .. t.n t .:r , n:spi. cion a!1.<'!. .,;.i.s trus t . 

deer Eensc of u:1it• ... , r.:ucl1 ti.1C'. t the t .. o f~"~ ili8s be c r:>:ne af on '3 . 

I n C-r: n . 31 · ~)4 , r.rc r~ad '_;:·1at , ~.f tcr t he covenant and t l1e en·-

10- Ibid . n . ::-4 , 
11- !The o'i d 1fl2.s tamevtt a.gni ns t i ts Er.v i rorJnen t I' p . 51 . 
12- quell , O~J . cite Po llGo 
13- ·y . Cosr.er -- Un1JU:1 li.s 1-~2cl s t udy of 1 Covenant 1. 

14 - r~ue l l , op . cit-. n . 113 . 



. suin[ s~cr.-!.fice , .r:::cob 
11 ca lle(l 111s Jcin.":Ylen t o eat b.;.nead 11 -

t l1e ' kinsmen ' inc ludi.n_~ not only Je.cob ' s fa; ·i l y but a lso tl~ :--..t 
15 

of Laban . 

The con.inc; to,::~tr1er of th-3 tr·e lve tr1bc[: of I s rae l intn 

one ne.tion :·-!as ef fe c ted lJy e. covenant , and tJ.1e · l1ole soc~_o · · 
l G 

l or.;ic2l struc tur~ 0f Is rae 1 ·:as deton.lined by tl1i.s fact . 

This cov8nc.:~ nt rre.vc to the tr1bes a s ense of beinp a c.loseJ\r 

lmi t br ot1.erl1ood - f:!O iTtucll so tl1Gt , even after tl1e lnitial 

snli t of Israel into !··orthern an~l Soutt1er n ~dnr:doms , the 

Nort her ner s and Southerners could s t ill be referr9d to ac 

1<:ins1 ~en (1 I<irws 1': :24 ) . 

(c ) Dillistone 2ees in ever.:r covenant lv~t,.·een t l o or more 

part ies t~··o d:i.r t inc t and es[·entlal elements , t he psycho-
17 

log:Lcc: l e . .ncl t .t1.; sy·-:bolic . On the ~.sycholoflcal slde there ·1 s 

the im7arrl nurno.'3o t::f"lt li.'3~:: behtnJl the covenat"l t - the !'··oe t in':! 

of ~-,ills~ 8~C1' &.irec-ted cnWo3.i.ncls a CO'!l'''On end . On the syYJho (,·c 

side t 1;-; r e i..c· t he ou. t warcl simr:Ln,r- - the no ) tinr of t hJ Par t; ies 

i n so .. ·=e s;r.nbolic ol)ject or r.ctiv.ity . 

It .h8s r'.lr~o.cl;: b~0.l 1 r,· ;nt.ion·:J\1 trlr t pr it;lltive :;nn br;lieve.cl 

cor.1in.r· tore tllr.:>r 8ov1cl be 1::ost v.i.viclly S..)nnbo l iscj by a shar.t. n ~ 

of ee.ct1 ot.hGr ' ~ blood , or breatll . 'r!1us :s .c. Tru'!1bull informs 

us: 

":tri':titivc coveno.nttnr '-':::.s 0 1! tt·•o TJerson8 cutt .i..n[) 
ir.to eec11 ot.h,;r 1 s flns r1 , rr..d ~hnri!!'" b,v contac t , or 
by drinkinr , the hlood thuE hrou~ht rn1t . Errliest 
i t ''18.8 tl1~ p -:;_-·_-l nnc l blood of t.:le t "10 r c-.rtio:?"' that ' '(i.~ 
thr ncxuc of -~ _ll eL, covrnant . Later i_t --·:::s the hloo--l 
of a fh~>.rtJcl ;:- '1c!. :<. t en E:acrj fi_c~ th~t forr.t8d the covs-~ 
nc:.n t nexus • 11 18 

":Ti th t j_mc, otl'E~r substitutes "ere u:::otl in the cerc;•no·1.i.aJ 

15- Ibid . P ~ 111 ~ 
lG- Ibid . n , 115 . 
17- on . eft . n. : 4ff < 
18- ' The CovenF•.nt o.f s!'.lt ' , p . 6, qu.ote (l .in Dillist onc~ , op . 

cit . p . 35 . 
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drar;n, su.cl1 a.::~ ,~ater , ,.!inc , or salt. 

rrhe Clharinr: o_:: common brec:th fnuncl :i.ts !i.10[. t Cll2.re.Ct8r:ic;t,c. 
~ 19 

expressioc ::.n U1c }~iss . . Thuc '.'e find Loses ki.s ;~ inr; l1ls f .:. ther-

in-·lr:v~ (Exod o 18 :7) , and Davicl ::.i.sslnr, Jonr~.t ~1an (1 Sam. 20 ; 4i) 

I ,! the early Cl'mrcl1 r·:-; find mention of t ho I l~iE!f. of roac2 I) or 
-&1-

!holy 1.\:is.s r (eoff • 1 Cor . 16:20 , 2 Cor. 13~12. ). A ft~rt~l-:::.r CA.Je-

naYlt :Corm ur:ed to l10 thP- .sh<?ring of .;1, msc.l, for t1~; bcLLef 

P-x.i...stoJ t:!r-.t th.:.; 2.1;sorbt i on of 1'll2 r:a.E1P foo cl. cr88.te(l a. li.vtn~ 
;:.. 1 

unity bet ··Jen tiY~ nart.i_c ipf.~.nt.s . I;1 tl1e Old 1'c"t2•'1ent , Ab.i. -

;w;leci1 end Isaac concludo<l t llC~.i..r covcnent Pith e ·rtcal 

( Cc!~ o ~6: 2Q, 30), a.s d.id J.~cob an(l L:lban (Gen . 31:46 , =:14) 

ancl JoE:hun anc1 th!~ Gibeoni_t·:-8 ( .Josl1 . 9 ~14 . ) PPal:'i~ 111:9 

r9eoros t he conF"'1c- int of ::: n::rsecutecl Fsa.lrnist: 

11~v2r1 m•.r rosom friend ( ., ,>tiS<iui>\- l i t . l the rn::1.n 
of my p2?8·: 1) in :·r11o:o I trustce1 , v·ho ~1.t e of my 
bi:eaG, h::-.s Lt.:' ted hh-; 11ee 1 ar:·r.).f1S t E18 . 11 

com.ton me;- l; -~')ich ex.tP t nd bet re·Jn t he.-' . Otl'Jer covenant syf'Yl

bolc W2l'e the :).vinp; of prosen.t ~. (1 Sn.~1 " 18 :4 - ,Jonat:·1[·J.n q1 ves 

Duv:Lc1 r~ :.s armour) , or s hal\ in~ rkncl.s (? Kln:o 10 :15 ) • 

12 d0scr·ivea "it'\ ,.Jer . Z4: l8 , 19, v•:J(~I'C [I, ca lf :·~g,s d:i.Vi"l:"' ." t t'l 

t ':ro , r !~cl t !·1: ·[;'·'o l12l ve.s plPCP.cl oppD$ ·j t e one anothc:r so as to 

Of 11 D::>Q~l· VlQ l;·'t'•e 'D t 11r.:. n~rtco 11 
- : ... I... ~-- ! L~ - -"' _, J. t... _ - l. t..~ e 

:rrn.ct Lf!ecl tn ,~sfyr:io. , BP.b.:rlonia , Gr:;er.e and Rome - their 

.c _i c-.nJ"_f _i CP. __ .,C::' ' Y' i Y'\rr t11~ t - 1_ - •• - L -' .• 1 'c~ v . c: .. contr:ct1ng nartics vowed th~L 

they :nli)1t ~~e simi 1r-1.rly ov t in piec·3:~- should they fail to 

obs .;rve t!<~ te.:.~~.\S of the covenant. Dr . Cosser 2uc~.es ts t1·1at 

tl1tE: nteet.n ·i YJq 'tfiClJ l_:1e tlle e:-:o.lanr:tti on of tl'le riebrer· idiom 
22. 

Jl .., , :J_ I\ 'l _:l - r tO Cllt a COVenant I o 

- T" 

19- Di1llstone . on . cit . n ~ 35 . 
20 ;rhJc 1"! i :..1 t )C CJCO.ml necf' later: ."Ln connection r1: th -bft.e. 

?1- Co~ scr, DP o cit . 
22- Ib1cl . 
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~ith all !t~ sptbolism , hmrever , the 1 ~sycholo~ic~l 1 

asn:;c t of o.. covnn<'..n t rr;:'ll~.ins thr: il!lnortant one . D.i 1112 t one 

lf. auic': to re<linJ his rec(Jors tl1a t 2. cove naY} t imp lies a.. 

purposive rath:Jr' trJ<:.n o. n.:t.tur-:::.1 social<::roun: 

11P2.rt ie s m-3 8 t f .trc t .i..n ttl-"~ realm of 2 comJtJon 
pL~rpose, corrc~on · ~L ll 9 cor:1rnon ~ope~ tl1 ey weet 
next in tlv:: .rcE'.l1n of a com .. non syr::lJo l ic action: 
tlr ..,\r 11P•"" t fi 11~1l ~ : in tln r "al': o:L' a C!ur.: t ai ned J \,. ., ............ ·~'- ... ,- .-;:;_1 .. ,_, . .., li v ~...... -

CO.'.ill"1 0 D Ll_f,:: . " %,_) 

besis for ~u~~n r~lation~~ips othar thrn tie~ of nctur~J 

':.Ln.shin . c . ~ . !~·3i'O.enllall nas convenil:!.'1tl~i :rou.:nr:cl w. :~ t he 

usc .j to l•~.t1d an Jm~e ri 0r to ohlir;:atJ.ons clefi.rJd b~r 

ancient Nettr Ects c mo..y be found i n t~1e suz:;r nJ nt;y 

A t~Tj.c;..J_ tre ::o~y of this pr;rioc1s accordj.n.~ to 
25 

Mende nh r.t l.l . c('lnta.i.J"'~_;'l slx cl-laracterh:tic e l e- .. entP . 
) 

It L~~·3Cl to beqin wlttt th·J nr0~1-~blfJ , 11Th88'3 ::J.re the 

wo.rJ s of - ·----;' ~ followed by V1c iclentifi.cation , 

tit l-3P1 uppe1 rttt ·lves, ancl tZ2De8.lo(Z'y , of t l1·~ ki112: 

pr-olo,;rue ·- a ·1c8cri1)t.ion of t h~' nrevious r c

lPt.ionchin~ be~· 2en suzar ain nnd vas8al - in 

o·o • c j_ t . n c 3 7 ~ 
IJB rm . 7iG- 7 ~ 
Ibid: 11 . 711 ~ 
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parttcul~"r n_'1. ac,.:::ount of ·:'hat th.e suzerain had 

done for tl1e vassal. TlY~.::e acts of the suzerain 

~ere the ~oundrtion of the v~ssal's oblisation , 

~Tr-;2~ t follo···erJ t !1r; s t lnul~ tions - ttle obligations 

to ''11:\.ch the vassal bounrl hi.t·lr.:e lf , :lef ined by t un 

8UZJrain . Fourth ~1as a nrovision for the g pposit 

c:ncl nurl.:i_c roe..dj_ •1 V of tl"v: tr-:;at~r document ln the 

of , ... i . tnc:'!ss~s - tl10. • i tr: :~ .s.::e.:· in t hese treati::;s 

uE'u::::.l1y 1Y~ :i_n:; tho ~;ocls of both ste.te.s , often to-

GJtll"JX' \VJ. t 1·1 c.:;rt2JJ1 nntl~rr-:.1 e le~IJ8nts such as 
2.6 

mount -:~j_n.s or ri 12rs . F'i:J.2.lly car•1 G a list of the 

bless ]_fl rrs ."nd. curces that r·ould follO\'' rosnec ti vr:ly 

f i O!i: o:_v:;dienco or (li ..... obedienc'3 to the torrn.Q of 

t l:.J tr·~:-:ty. 

It shoul~ h~ pointed out th~t 

1 :tl1ou~l1 svz.erni nt.y· tre :-. ttos boPtYl onl,~· the one 
l. flfeiiOC .L'n j>On >r th•' Qlll'--='r·ior Y}0Vn 1~tloC·lPQc• crave ~- "' ·"'·4 ' ....... ~ ..... ~:_- '"·• ........ '·" .,1 .1. 1. . ........ \,... 0r: 

up some cte~ree of .fr:t~d.o•n of actlon . f:_ts re -
1.3-t:i.onsh i_p c-o the ve.:.: ,'J.:~l · ·r.·.s not 't)<:!Yerl on force 
alone, once o covenant had bs~r ast~bliehod; he 
11nd. st·i puluted wl1CJt tw rr-:r::tt•lrr:;d of tr'·: va.s~nl ; 
and further orbi tr::r_y IJ~orcj_.~:e of h1n SUf·3rior 
power wus not cxp2ctecl of hi··,, ." 27 

(11) Parity_ In pa.r1ty cove "Jsnt::: , not:.-: narti.eP were 

equally boun4 by an o.s.th , citr1.er w.lc!1 the i mpoei

t 1on of snec.-Lf1c o'-:-li~f tio ,1.:; , or ": i th no obli

gc-~t:iO\"llS except to preserve mutual neace . The 

covc na'1t lJetween AbrHhc.m :-.:.n.j_ r\bi.nelech (Gen . 

2 1;2.5·--32..) wns of tlJi :=:: t "pe , r.:md so ~Here those 

between I.r:aac :~d l~birnJ lcc11 (Gen . 26 '2'7- 31) and 

So J omon anc.t Hlr::mt ( 1 I\in~s 5 · 12). ·.~endenhall 

co21S 'i.de.rs that ti 'e covon:J.n t 1. . i th the Gibeon i tes 

be~ ·i n with) u ntil th ~ rL;cci t of tho Gibeoni t es 
28 

wa.s fol_l_mi_ out. But ln J osh . 9 : B, 9, tl!e Gibuon-

ite.s c~l ::. ther;Jsc lv8:: the serv:-11tt= of Joshua, 

26- Poe!: ibly a ,Qurvlvr~l of ani··;!Is t 5 c b r:; l 5.cfs . 
27- Mendonh~ll, oo . cit. , IDB n. 716 . 
2~- T~1~. - . 
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suzer2.inty from tl18 st;:rt, ' i_th Joshue. J.n the 

sup0rinr nosition , r~th1~ th~n on~ ··hJrn both 

~Jra eou211v bound o ..... .. 

sor:1::; ob1:Lt.,r t J.on for tl1c be.1efit of nYJ. inferior . 

1itt1~ 2.etu2.1 (;vidt~ · 1c ·; for thic 

,_,,...,t_n.·,·o~. (n. : .. 0 S<L ·.~ .• ?_.~ •. )~~ . cqq ~~ g.~J 110 ·4) u. L; - ~ >-. • v , .1 •· •- o .J,' • < ' • o 

(iv) rromi2E"ory , l\. nrmr..iE:r-or,y oatl1 ;·:.::.s not intonrlcd 

ul~ted ob1.tr;? tions. In ot>;r ' o.ro . .s, tl1erc; "'"'.s 

11 1 ~-~'-" r· . 1 . .., .l • t~·..., r·t' ' r ea. _ _._ .. on. y on: n. 1 t.., .. rwo V·.Jl ln .\.. o(. . r . A 

r-2 ~:~ec t ·- in c:. VO'" , t.1e f u tur~ .: tipu1r t ~ cl act ion 

was cond it i o i'llll upcn e.n r c tj.on o-r: t'1'~} d8ity - 11If 

the god does this , I vow to Jo th e.t in r e turn"; 

r•hill~ tiF ~-C cion s tipu1e.tG·l l YJ. a nr omi.c-· sory o:-. tll 

1""' '' urcon·i 1· t .; OD"' 'l . : .- .~,. .. .,.; . (J. .l. 1:..... ..... .. . 

(o) It. l18.f: been rr:cnt ione:.l in conm~ct:Lnn ·.11th th::> :·Iit t i t::; 

m;~~r:. cs - t h€se ~,.; r n"e sc.:: uGual1y b,.~ ln"q tl1.; :-ads of tln 

2uzcr::tin anrl vc: ;:s~'.l s t 2t cs , or fnrturos of tlw nP.turaJ wo rld. 

~'...·1 2s~enti.e l aspect of :=;n_;r covo11:-11t ... _..._:-- itf: rrcrecl.t109.S -- t he 

F'or examp le , wh :n Lr·brn 2t:·l J::.cob !~:1.:; a.. covcn:::>nt , 

l!lh::::YJ swo.ce by 1
' trle God of Abrnll::>m e.nd t r1::: Gael of ; l:;.hor ~ the 

Gael 0.1.' th\:! .;T frttJ:.;r", Wl'1:i.L~ JCt.cob s'··on~ by " tl!.(; Fea.r (F'ea.t" 

of YalT.:-::h , .i..e. R(1lir ion) o.f 111~: fG.tl1Jr Is .... ~.1 c 11 (Gen . 3 1 :53) , 

Wh.-::n Joshno. and t~le Is.raelit')f l,!CJ.Cl.) F covcn2..nt 11.rtth t11r..) 
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Gib,~oni tcs , they S'"ore to ther·! '0y Y~h' 1eh , the God of IETac 1 

(Josh . 9:19) . It ':12.S the DGit·r (or deities) 1.'.'!10 ;nc:lio a 
29 .. 

covon~.n t abr;olutely bindint; . 

to r . co'r,JnP nt or treaty? One :posP- ih1::: ::..nS'''Or i:::! t ho V;>;}.~:' 

clo~e r0 l~tionshir that existed b~tryoan a clan ~nd itr poi , 

sucl; th::J.t 

11 &11 members of the clan ''ere; --- cl1i1dn::n , br .Jthr~n.:. 
or k5.nsrr.Jn of tho r,o11, ···r·w ,:,:J.s hond of t 11-::; l1ouso 11

• 3v 

au torr.at.lca l.ly be involved in j_ t c coven2.nts . .1\nother f'02.s.i.hlr: 

coven(·'.! t , eince He V'OU J.c1 runis~1 t lP one ''ho brol<e its 
31 

ter:1s . '.?-Thatev,; r t l1o r~;? . .so.n , Gvery covenant , no '"it2.ttnr ho,·· 

' secu1er' its cont:;nt , '·'12.s by rea.son of th;~ oath SPorn r o-

[,B.rd Jcl as sncr od by those ·ho ' .. ':.:re p::1.rties to 1 t . 

2 . THE COVLfTAi·iT OP GOD . 

( R. ) G~ue 11 di videf covena'1.ts gr-; norc.lly in to tr:o rn::in ~Toups , 
32 

~·-?tJj_cf1 h.e ca lls at fir !'l t r e 1j_gious R.nd secu1c:..r . Bri::;f ly , r: 

r c: lir,ious cov2nE!.nt defines e r.::lationslliD br.ti·J cc: n Gocl 2nd . . 

man , · hiL~ c:. s ocu1e.r cov2ncP1t def1.n:::!E: o. rele.t5.onchin bet·,e::;n 

man and man . But Q.ue l l fini.s this t errr:ino1ogy uns c:.tisfactory , 

As l1c:.s been pointed out , there '·;as ln evor.v r secule.r ' covcn:-'nt 

a s~cred elerrent . On the other h~.nd , ' religious ' covJn~nts 

v·ere in s true turn not r eA..1ly 1'8 l i [ious , but u~ual,_y too~~ th.?. 

form of judici8.l treaties . '~w::ll tll~Jreforr; }lref"3rs to P C:O 
33 

the terms 1 theolo,--:ic3.l ' and ' l et;al' • 

€:ur. . .rcl.:'!tor of covenants bc ~· .. een men . 1· --uc il more imnort:::.nt 

fo r t he purpoc~~~ of ti1is study is the ' tlleo l oe).cn.l ' covc r;.::.nt , 

' ·here tlle Doi ty t!iEnsc 1f ... s.s one of th.:! contre.c tin(; nar t .:i.8E' . 

2 9- Quell , o~ . c.i.. t. r . 116 , et a l . 
30- (Vrit:ht , O~l . cit . :n. 55 , quo t ed from W.F • .t.lbrirrl1t -

"From the Stone.:~~~ t o Chrj_;" t1n.n1ty11 , p . 187 . ~ 
31- Cos~er , on . cit . 
3~- or . Cit . p. 109- 110 : l re li.:rL~s ', ' profv.n '. 
33- Ibid . n . 110: 1 theolo~·iscl1e n 1, IRechtsbund 1 . 
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Exanplos of suc~1 covena.t, ts were ~-mowYJ : in tl-}r' ancinfl t •. ·or.ld • 

. .\ Sabfl'JLD h~ing (c . 700 B ~ C . ) 

11 crr.~'ied out a r1tu~l c:;rcrronv v.1h.ich r·as both 
r elig1ous and pol1 tica l in c11ara.ct2r, t!1e rcno···e.l 
of tre covenant bet···ocn t he! go1 , the J;·inP' P.nd the 
people • By this r r::ne···al of th·~ covenant he , J.n 
hiE quall ty of 9ricEt- kil1f: , ---- offorP to t!v~ god. 
and to tt1e people~ thr.; lC'nd.c:o ·\·:hicll he lvs conqu ·.J red , 
and decl ares 1n tln na-11c of tllc nat ionc:; 1 ~od thn. t 
he h2.s 11::CO'Tlt: ;:la.s tcr of 2.11 south2rn lrPbJ.a . n 3 1 

P.lt bc~ t1··ecn Y8.h'"Ch anrl trw n8ople of Tsr::.:l th0rr. ex.tst-· 

ed n very specta.l relationship . In onL~r t0 s~r: h()w' this 

r c l P..tionshlp P8f dos crib:;d ln t Grms of th e.~ covcn2nt con-

copt, w~~ .~ust fj_rst cxaninc t ~.J Biblic.sl r e cor d of so:-1e of 

tl1c covenants b3 t·. 'e2n Yah•::el1 al!d His neor<Je • I~ chrono lo.., 
.• ~ 

f2"ical order of occurrence: , the .s~ arc &s fo llO'.'!S : 

( i) The covenant be tu1een Go·-:1 and I'1or.h 2.n d :;vc>.ry li vin.~ 

crc2 t ur A (Gen . 9:8- 17) . This w~E precede1 by tho 

corame.nd to Noah not to Sl1'3d hu:nnn blood , nor to 

cc:.t flesh of ?.nimals from 1''h icl1 tl1c blood hc.d not 

bncn dr~incd (9:4 , 6) . God on Hi~ part undortoo~ 

ncvc~r ag2.1n to deE't r oy e.ll life by a f l ood, and 

Hs se t HiE3 b01'1 in the c louds ~" ::. sis;n nf the 

covenant . 

:~ndenhall seas this covenant as of the 'Patron ' 

t~r~e. , in '·'?h ich Yahrreh bound HiTTJS·3l f to an obliga

tion to•:,ards Noah and every l iving creA.tur c , and 

~hare No~h had no obligation whatever imposed on 
35 

hi:"l . Dr . CosE8r, ho'::ever , cons1ders that t he in-

structions in Gen . 9:4 , 6 ~-~e re obl icat ions imposed 
36 

as part of t he covenant . The differ ence pet1'7een 

the~c t '"·o vie•·'s is men~ ly one of emphasis . ''Jhen 

Mendenhall sr..ys tha t ~roah had no obligations j_m

posed on him, he means thc:. t Noah did not swear t o 

34- Cosser , on . cit . 
35-· op . cit . p. 718 . 
36- or, • cit • 
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(ii) Tho coven8.nt of God r.·:ith ::~braham is _cro-

s~rved in t~o t r aditions - J (Gen . 15), ~nd P 

(GfJn . 17: 1-14 ). In th? J narn:~tive , thr; covcns.nt 

1s 1_uitc clr;arly of the tFatron l typo -

.:,rrC'l1 , _prorni.sin-·· hirt1 ?. ;nu1titu,i2 of de .'· ccmdP,nt~ , o:;.ncl 

cl"t2YJ':"ing h.i.s n;qrp :~ to Abrrl1c:. ·: - l fr~th-:?r of s. mult1-

tude ' • Cosfr; r 

. ~ nc1 Prof . !.;endenha 11 2gr in sl:o1" ·"'· diffc:;rr:; nc <~) of 

omph:J.;.>is . ~1end.;nha1l mr.int a ins tl1at no obl1ca-

t ions YJh.~tevc:r ·'oro impos :;d on ;' .. brPham . He me2ns 

tious 1-yy on.th or otl1or fonn2.l act . Ci rcurnc i .sion 

"?2 .sirnn1y e. 's ic,n ' of t !1c covenant , e.nd 

11 no rrJ.or::; an ob l.ltJa t i on th?.n i t ~·Jc:.s Noah 1 s on-
1i82.t lon to put 2. r ainbO"' in tl1c cl,:y ns 2. s :ten 
of 'tah~·'ch 1 s cov,3n.:.n t "./ l th hlrr, . 11 38 

39 
Jr . Cocc8r on trl ·J o the r l1r..n~l YJoi~1ts out t tm t , in 

cx:ch2 :lf,e for God I c promise ' Abr(;l hG.:T' herl to 11 1~:r. lk b·~ --

foro God s.nd be bl8.mo l nss " (Gen. 17~1 , ) C"YJd olso to 

t he rite of circumcision "for an nverl.:- s t lnf cove -

nnnt" (17 ~ 13 ). 

( iii) i:ost i:nportl'nt Of 8.11 th; CO\r0n2nt CCTOP10D~. 8S 1"8.E! 

tf1·~- t 1?hich took pl nc:; at the t.i.m;; of the Exodus, 

37- On thr.::: oth·;r h2.n~l ~ \"8 ms.y t ake t)'k~ injuncti_ons in 
Gen . 9 :L1 , 6 as no t b -:; ing obliget l 0!18 at all ~ but SitnP1Y 
w: dofin:Lnt-: th . .:: 1ttll its of God r s promises to l\Toah i n 
9: 2 , 3 . f'ote tl10 sirYli1r.r ity to Gen . 1~29 , 2: 16 , 1?, 
''!h-3r<:) .\dr;-n i s pr omi 98<1 ovc'!. ry tree in ti]e g;;.rdcn of 'Sden 
r-;xceTt one - thr:; tre _; of th.3 knol'' l edge of pood e.nd :~vtl . 
1\gr-~.in , t.hn prol1i1Ji t ion is not so ::-~uch an oh1i(Etion i.r.:±
poscd on ,\d::>.•n e.::· ::: dcdini t ion of ~ l1e l11li t s of "hf'.t God 
lv:ts r:i v~;n to l1im .-

3t;- ~:c~n.d8nhctll , on . ci t.- p . r/18 . 
:~;g _ or o cit . 
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. th . ' - 'l _ L0888 2S intermcdie.ry . It is described 

variousl:.r in Exod . 19- 24 , Exocl. 34 , and Deut . 5 . 

The sc\Jnc of this covenr:nt ·1as J •. :ount Sinc:.i (or 

~!ount l-loreb in sof!1e P..ccou"ltf) , r..r:d the evr.nts ···ere 

8.ccornpc:mii;d by thunders ard lic'~·htninrs , cloud , srrrok? , 

f.Lre , r~nd t rumnot blas t s - tnrrj_fyinr; manifePtc~tion.s 

of the; Divino "Pr,;scncc !' Cort;:-.in l<:1v1s forr:';d rm tn-

te~rnl D3.r t of t:1.~· covcnr-'.n t , .~.ccordinr, to all thP. 

traditions . On tlle cerernonif-'l .~ j d,J, oYJ.o account 

der cribes a SGcrificr~ E.r c.l [' ri tC..: of sprint line 

blood (:Sxod . 2.4 ;3- 8) , ··:ilile anot!1::;r c:.cr:?.ount clet~crib~f 

~ COVGl121t mo~l (24:1,? ~ 9- ll) . 

It ts i.n t(]l.s Sim'.i cov~n2nt th2t the elect~ on 

of Isrr:l is n:.>.de cl-:; ~ r . In Exod. 19:4- 6 , God 

11i0t~ hc:.v~~ ::'cen -.-r!at I did to ti1d E?Yrtic.,,~ , ~n·l 
hor· I bore you on ee.gles r 1"in:;c- ~.nd broucht you 
to m,1/S8lf . i'·;o· · t h8 .ref ore , if you ~·:ill obey ITI,Y 
voico nncl kn;D my covcn::-.nt , ,you Ehall tc rn_y ovrn 
nos2cs~ion eMon~ all poooles; for 211 th J ::;erth 
~-s '!'TL~ne, ~wl ~·ou sl1().ll b~; to :-no ::a 1~int;'.lom of 
r:·iec.ts an.cl E holy n2tion . '1 

10 
~::ond8nhr:> ll sho;·:s tl1c grG::>.t s im.Llc:.ri t_v tHJ t' ... e...;n 

tl1c form o.f t .'l.:·) Sinnl r.ovene.nt :::.nd t!1B.t of the Hlttltc 

8UZ.t~rrl5.nt:r tr~)8.tie.s d,:scribcd CF.trliGr . 'rile -l2f•::!Elt:blo 

in tll; Ducalofu:; is s irn~ly , 

'1I 2Pl Ye.h'".Jh your god11 - (Exort . 20 :2) . 

!'Io furtl1_; r i.d2ntificetion is n:~c-:··s.s:::.ry or nossible . 

Th8 his toricr:::.l pro lop;ue is .'=' lf'o vot~y brief , but con-

tains the Jsscntirls: 

"·- ---·- '.''ho 'hrou-~ht vou out of t.he l::l.nd of Et:,y_pt , 
out of th ·; house of bond2g8 rr - (20 ::?) • 

'fh~~n foll0'\:1 ttL~ stiPUlP..tions , in this c&se th: lr~··s 

of t:w Dec".logue , b2[-:inning ,., i th the oblige.tion 

f ound ro frequently in ti.13 Hltt i t c trG-=:ti8s - the 

exclusion of r ::; lr.tionshins ,.~ith other E::ovcn;icn 

po• crs : 

40- Op . cit . p. 719 e 
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11You s hC:: l .l. he.v."') no o t l1e r .gods before (or 
bes ·ictes) me"- (E.xod . 20:3) . · · 

The other e l ement s of t h ,-:; t reaty f orm ::.pncer 

s i on Wo..s rnadc .for the <""lJnos 1 t of t l1r; v' r i t ten cove-

mm t (e_.s . DE;ut . 10:5 , Exod . 25 :21), e.nd i t s ver-

iodic nubl l c rcCld:i.il:~ . 'rr1e l LSt of wltncs~es cou l d 

no t h;"3VC 8. naralle l j_n thL: c;xc l u.'?."LV8 cove nc:v: t be-. -

tw(""~ n ' ''='hn"" h 0 '1rl I cr"''"' l• '''-' t c '"' vc Mc> 'Jd ·•Y"Ih" l l . _. .._, J. r .v.• . . \V ~..... :.. 4- \. t.. .1 ( .J.\ _ _. ? t.• ~.:; ' "- · 1.. ".} U ~· '· t. . .1 r. u .. ··- I 

" t he re ex i s t s a !1<:)rsi.: t 3nt S8e.rch for A.dequo.t o 
v~1· t nr.>c,C!e>c ,.lnt- 11 t 1'lP ~ --181." ' ;r·>c t arrlP :1t rYJPrtyr'c 11 41 • \J ~- - ~..... I..,.. - ...J • - J • , • ,_. L • .,- J.. 1. · ""' . , 1-J t 

F inall~r , bless :Ln · ... s Rnd cur.~ ings occu r in fT·:y :·.t 

vrrio t y , c .q . i n Deu t . 27 and 28 . 

Sl~bseq_ue nt c ov~:~nnn t ~:: of God lr! i ttl Irr o.e l a r e , 

sryr: Dr. Cor·se r , 

"nl 1 to be r eec.rdej 2,9 sxtens.L onr- or r ener.•ra1s of 
t i] ~ covenc..nt a t Sinai . 11 42 

( i v) I n D-2u t . 29 l!lC have t he record of a covenan t cer e -

'nony l n the l r..nd of L'Io::tb , i n v'l1i.ch Moses expounded 

t he Lar. l and s o1eran1:· urged t !le p·3oDl e to lmep l t . 

He r e t he clauseE:.! of t h2 covenr.nt ar c tlw 

pr omul ga t ed l n D~ut • . 12- 26 . 

(v) t. nuT'"' br:; r of r:;fr;r .:;ncc;s .s.rc iJl8.do t o a covc na,nt 

os t 2bllshecl by Ytthwel1 wl t tl t he pr ies tly tribe of 

Lev:L . In Nun f 18: 19, 20$ .i~8.ron r:::;pr escnt s t l1c t r"Lbe . 

I n NUi'l . 25: 10-13 , Phinc~l1as i s the r epr esent at i Vl~ . 

Deut . 33~8- 1 1 r c.fer2 g~;ner[l. l 1y to tl1 c covcn2.n t T":l. th 

the Levi t :; ~ . 

(vi ) Joshu~ CRther 8d to~e ther a ll t he t r iber of 

Is re.e l at She.c~e;n ( Jos h . 24. :1,) ;~;,nd se t before them 

t h•·: ;:-~ l t e rnative : Eithr:r t hey woul d ser ve Yah:·'oh, 

who hc:.d brouc:h t t h1:;m ou t of the 1e.nd of Ecypt, or 

t hc~.v ~"' OU1d .serve t lle c ods t he ).r f a ther s s er ved tbe -

y ond t he Ri vor ' ( i . ~ . t~1e god::; of Abraha!~; 1 s c:mce s -

. 41- I bid . p . 720 . On occas i.ons in t h::: Ol d Tes t ament, nnt u.r ct l 
c l ement s ar e C0 .l1ed upon as w2. t nesses , as o .e ~ i n I s a . 

1 :2 , Wi c . 6 : 1 , 2 , 
~2- or . cit . 
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tors ), or they ~auld serve the god2 of th~ ~norites 

in , ... l1oso land t l1G_'- l'.70ro ::'.. t _pre.sP.nt d~'10 J.l.i.n[;' . The 

poop l e proml90.d to serve Yal11"0h, ~nd cToshU2 m.r>.ClD n 

covenant ~ith them ~ 

an oxtE.' !:'l~~ion of the Sinai covenant to inc lurl:~ :: o, 10 

of the tr H'8.l .:.:: lemon ts ·.:h icr1 h2r1 not bt':J ·:?n in to 

Egypt , nor bet:m involvecl in the Exodus an(l the 

events at Sin~i . On the othJr hPnd , the covenant 

n0.nt for those:; tribes tf'lat ha~'l l.:::psed into pagani.'Til 
43 

durin[, th.::; Jong conquest of Cana<.n . Josh . 24:16-18 

'."'OUld i ndicP.te the.t tll8 .s_;cond vie~'' is tho 1;·1on; 

probable - tl1·~ people s:rea1<: of the :S.,-....::odus as 201ne -

tl1in:-· ~·ithin their O"n _nd~sonc- 1 . .:;xrer1cnce . 

···jth th,_:; r~ou.se ofD2.Vid (2 Sam . 7:E:i- l ?; 2.2:1"); 

Fss. 89:3,4; 110:4; Isa . 16:5) . This coven~nt, 

lil-~c tl1oso with Noal1 and 1\br21121(), '."C'2 of tll!; pe:~roYJ 

11 ID ev "r·1 form of th.ls tn:cl.L tion l t is YaiF ·oh 
?. lon;; .. ,~; o is bound to a promise , ~'<1J it i.P i.~:1 -
noss5.1!L; to rn-sl\c out of t~·11~: 2. f)_·Ll.::>tc:ral cnvc·
nP.nt by EJnno,::>linr:; to Uh~ trc:u.Utlons (!·rwst l~r , if 
not entin;ly , Dnutcrono :!tc) T''h.i. cl1 :3t11phas.it.fJ the 
1\inG 1 s ob1jg8.t5.on tn obey the; Uosaic lrY', for 
tl;ere is never -:-.ny re:;fcrenc:J to a Jc:ing ' s on.th 
until possibly .Josiah . " 44 

Ycndenh~,ll con.sidor.s .i.t liJ.;:cly tl1n.t thz: tra-

ditions of th-:: il.bra11.::.:nic a.nd Da.vidic cov:::ne.nts hrve 

influenced GRch other: 

" T!w promlsc to .\br::he.m of t~:e l~Jld is :les cribJd 
in tcrn! s reflect in{': the Daviclic e;npire ( Gcn .J;): 18) , 
as trw l-::iYJf,2l1i-f of tlJC Dc.vi.c'Lic dynast~: is descrl.hJd 
in tf~nn.:~ of t!'le iibr r..hrr.1i.c tr:::.cUtion (Ps . 110 :4 ), 
"']'Jere , curiou.sly enouch , it i.e: !~ir·Jlchizedek (to 
1'7l<.om 1'.brah2.,11 paid tribute ) 1Hh o ls the nr8cl.cce2sor 
of thn Dctvldit.;s ( ~''ho coll·3Cto.j t .s.xes fro~fl th.; 
des ccncl2.n t s of AbreJ1rm ) . 11 45 

43- Ibid . 
41- Op ~ cit . p . 718 . 
t1i) - Ib5.d . 
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(viii ) Jllrin.::; tho ninth centnry in Judr.h , .:'ftor /.thFtlir>h 

t11a dn.ught3r of Jczcbel had been sla.in, 1''C rG::>J 

that tTt;hoiaclt' the Eigh Pri8~t c:--.uscd t r··o coven~.nts 

tlw p;Jop l cn (?.. 1\ir~s 11:17, seJ a l so 2 Chron . 23~15 ) . 

. .'.ft:;r the::!e covcmr nt -:· , everythin~·· pcrtc: ining to th.; 

P.::'.P.l cultu~ , "'hich ;.the.liah h:::d introduced , :•·c.:s cl']S~ 

( ix) In the roi.~n of JosiP'I , d.uri!l(.?' rtmove..tion.s t o t hr; 

nar r:>. t .i vc ( 2. J\.inc.s 2? : 3- r.:.z, :25 ) <1 c:.c:: cr P>e s hOP! Jo:-" :L r-1)1 

.r:.;ad t:1:~ hoo1
.- to tl1 3 p.::ople c-.:::.c:·~··!1•laj ln th; t ;rnn lo , 

11 ('.nd m?.d,; e. cov:::n'lr't !y:fo.nj YE'.hrr::ll , to ':2.li~ .s.fter 
Yc:.!",Weh 2 r.·j to :.~8 E: n his COI"li1Hnd:v; nt s and 11·i."' t•'':,c t 1-
l.l.Oni:;s e.!.'ld hiP ~t'::tutcs , w~.th a ll hi.s hc8.rt :-ml :-' 11 

h ts soul , to r.crfo~··m tt1.., w0rc1:::: of tr. i.s covcn.0.n t 
tl1nt wore. W.i.~ltten i'l th:Ls boo!-\; ani .::- 11 th8 n;onl.J 
jotn~;d in tf1e cov•:;nF.r t . 11 (2. V:Ln~P ~3 :3). 

on t!-1.:. prGc3pts cont::·.iYl:.:d in ~:;; ''book of th: cove-

nc.nt 11
• 

(x) Fin~ll,:: , in .114 B . C., th?t j_.s 2. centur,? .::.ft:;r tl!.r:: 

first exi1:;s 11:-.d retnrn:.;d to Jeruse . .lol'l , Ez r ::t the 

lc.~·· of r~~oscs " (Nel1 . P: 1) • .'J. ]!C:riod of prmj_ t nnco 

fo11m ·ed , aft.;r , .. hich Ezra ?..:1·i ~.11 th . .:; 1e!:l.ders of th r: 

po:~o·.-,J.; -.~f!.r'l.e e.r.o. E:ec. L;il. <='. so1crnn coven.~nt ( Neh . 9 :3:?), 

[';.nd entered 

" .into ::- curs ,) P.nc1 ;::t_n o~.th to ,.,: u~ in Gnd ' s lo.'· 
~.nd tl ob,sc~rv:J r-:.nd do :.:.11 tl1r:: co:.n;:::'ndments of 
YC".h1.'·'ch. 11 (Neh. 10:29. ) 



- 16 ~ 

as set out in the preceding section~ we sec that there 

are certain f .oatur es by wh.ich the covenant of Yahweh 

with Isr ael may be sharply distinguished from the r e

lations hips be tween other peo~les and t heir gods in 

tho o..nciont r 7orld . 

( i ) On Yahweh ' s side ,' nothinp- :::tands out more clearly 

than tl1e DJ.vine sove.re1.enty and jn·j t;ln.tive. On 

numerous occasions J.n tlH~ Old Testament , i t ts 

said th?..t Yah:78h made a cove.nc:mt r.ith r1an ( e a· ' , . 
G\;n ~ 9 • Q • 

• v ' 
15 :18; Ex . 24:8 ; 34 :10 ; I sa ; 55 :3 : 

Je.r. 31 :31ff ' ; Eze.1z, 16:8; Eosca 2 :18 ; e t e ,) J bt•t 

nevGr that man made a covenant '::i th God . There 

appear to bo exceptions to this rul o9 e .G. in 

2 Kings 11:17; 2 Chron. 29 : ~0; Ezra 10:3, but 

here rcovenant r means only a sol emn undertaking 

by mc:n towards Yahweh in v.i rtve. of an o.l reA.dy 
46 

QKi sti 11~ covenant. Certainly thoro J.s no qu~s·~ 

tion of a .human initlat.i.ve llctracttng in the 

s l iehtrJs t extent from the inltlo.ti..ve cf Yah~1eh o 

The divine initiflt.i ve a1~.v2yE" e.xrresses 1t

S8lf in t e rms of histor.i.cal events. 
11Gt>c'l 's disclosure of Himself 1s not gr asped 
.specul atively , not expounded in tl1e form of a 
loss on; i t is as he brealcs in on tho llfc of 
his people in his dnalings 1AJith thc11 and moulds 
the rrJ accordinf- to hls w~ll that he grants them 
l::nm··7l edge of his being o ·•47 

Thus t he Sinai Covenant occurs within the his

torical cont ext of the clel i.vera.nce from Egypt, 

and in fact forms t l1e consummation of the Exodus 

events. This l ink botv1ocJn covenant and his tory 

~s not confined to the hiPtorical. s et ting in 

46- Gosser, op n cit . Sec also note <:.2 aboTJe ~ 
47 - Ei chrodt. W. - ' Theology of the Old Testament', 

Vol . 1, p. 37. 
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.icr-"1 nroc~-::s.s pro•ri\l(:S tho fL; ld in ... h ic!1 th~:~ coven!"'.nt 

rcl.~t 'i.onrh.ip l.c:: ·orl<:cd out :Ln pr.:1.cticJ . 4 8 

Ic i[ in tho historic~l circw~st~nccR of th2 

covcn::r1t thr.t t~1e divine puroosc ts sucn , n..nd tl1o 

prornir:u 

0 I l.:Ji1l b.~ your God , !l.xvl :;rot} stl?..ll b,-:; :ny p:;opl :; " 
( r 0 ' T 2G · lr; . c.r.o J''l'' '2·1·1· 4'z ·-,"' r:-,··;· · ')7 · ,... Cor LJ\.:_; \ • ' ~ (, ' .I j 0 \._,; ' '·•' " ' .:~ ._, ... 0 L.· t1 f:.., , :. . t 

6~ 16 ; ·dcv . ?1:::) ), 

of GoO , in the .~h.:·l~<; o·._' r c~r::.~r:.cl of .?.r lJitr!'·.ry or crm~· 

r1c:i.01.1r r:.r.til'1n ~ ., s tht,t: ;::clu1:;d, ::>..Jtl .~n :~t"~1osphcr~J 

C)]-.' t r1 1c•t r.. n .i :; ·Cll'"l. tiT J' q c·~., ~·t .,,~ 4 9 . ~ ~..... \.1\c..! J\ ••• ,..... ..1.. ,., -l...· ... ,.\ .. ' .... -t o 

IE:TC'.e l o•;,:;d tl1e.i..r v...;ry exi.stence to tht;; ~-ction 

1 · · ~· · ·· · ' r · l d 't popu :;.r , o.cur'8 rc.Llf~lons o.•. rJ<:..:l~,rL'ou.r1n:_ .. ::n .~~ , . 1 · 

r:od :-- nd ~iiJ •·rorshipncr~ r.. bond J..l1l1cr:.!nt i n the ord~.~r 

of nE>.turc , possibly 2. bloo.J x'e;lrtioD:::-i15.n . 50 Here , 

s:1?s Eicl1rod t , 
11 thc divinity di.snl;:y.c: onl1! th('l 11ir:hJr ::: .. r.x-~ct of 
tl'1o nr.tion::>.l 8clf·-conscio:l.~m~~ .s: , t he n!"..ttonn1 
' genius ' , or thJ myster iJ 1rn of the forc(,S of nature 
pecullnr to o. r~rticula.r countryH.51 

::.rc11y in thl.o t.~.rpJ of scl1Jmc : 

11 'l1!1e o ·.-'f.ic ·.~ of ttv:; kinr~ -. T~ t l1•J i nstitution 
~··h·i_c:; :Lnt :_"lL:r;: tod ;.;oci{~t.·~ , ···!1icl1 rorvccl 'lS t1'1c 

Ibld . l) 0 ·11 . 
Ibid n r) • 3() . sc~o 
Eicllrodt 0!1 . c it . 

.~.h!o 0,ucll , o_p . cit . P ... 1(.6 . 
up . 42- 3 . Soc 2lso note 30 ~bove . 

0(1 . cit . ~} . 43 o 
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me jJ!"!.'Lo;:· ~• . .;tWe :m the -;o;li-' :~:r:1 ;·:te. J ~ ~!.n~~ ;?hic:1 
harmon ·ise'~ ::J-·e liJe c~~ t r.; co,~: . 1~m]_~,.r '"it'l thr: 
( ;::. turo.J \1/\) r l.d . 11 52. 

tc;~-2 t ·~ .l w:e.r€ bovnd. toge !;her c~.:i !"fr-.J.fl.G :i.nto ::: tm.ifi- .d 

n;::tlcn. Therefore V1·; exi c;te r.~.."; of t l1<Z nation 

C!')Ll1'l :-!ever become o..n e'"~1 i.n i ~.self; but 8.l'"'<·lJ2 

rem a.. "i ned 

" ~'Uil;...,-·ctirr:,(; e t r:: et.ll'LfJher ru,~pose, "t! cverr:idinf! 
concept ·i cn, the D.C!'"lieveu,e..nr. il.f' the no.t-:Lon 1P .t'<'·
\,~jc~s dest,ny~~ss 

The ciJ vine w·i.."t1 ctnd the. no.t·iona.l ·j nteces t J~.cl not 

ot nec.es.;ity co~ncide) 2''1 wl1,_·;·e t'ie.";' cJ : shed.> tl. ;e 

~ 1 v ·i ne w f ll t"oclc fu t I pre c.ed e nc.e . !-"=or thermcn'!, 

the rs.ro.-e] i te n1onarchv wa.s somett:u.nq e::: ~;~ bl'i .. r'l: ::; .l 

O..l. t;"he i l'l"l t"lut.LVe Of til€ peorle themsel_- r,_;r-; 

(1 S.cun. 8 : i9,l6)) and nor ·by the i\.r.."i . t'l ~: w:.= .. L Tt 

cou.!c( never, therefc-re~ a cll ieve ~11e c·! ,_i,'lc t. ·1 .. t· or 

the absolurtsm enc.ouure ,re ~;. el '>: w.h :i~ ·; . 'l'llif' r'er-1.r. t 

tiHtt"" f:;h~ prophet-~ and otn--: r re l ·j cal r)1 .1!""·' l ;~· . .:13.:.1 ;; ··er.; 

free t-c pronouoce .iudqe·: ~e: ~! t c:1 t'1e 1·:-2nc·~ ror t h::; .i. r 
1)'1 

sa.n.s ·1n t.he s ! ~ht- or \.-ehwel"'. ' 

T'' .i 1.:- n .\J; tile me t .i. ve of Y <: hw eh ::.. r e s t ! •-. J 1 c-h J..r1 '"! 

o. covef'\a.t"'t- WJ.t11 I sr-~ e :_ wns Hi. s love ~ 55 It i.s 

often svpposed that l n·,ie c;'n o:t J.} e:~j ~' t when 

there Is sc.methll1~ wo1th ltH!ln:J L1 ~lY: lo'F''i.l. on..;" 

52·- Wri13ht, op- e;_;, ... p, 63, 
53- Etchrodt, op. r.H. p . 41., '(~5 .. s '"'::18 of con-~; tl.-:·.:: 

t-i·eo·ret·LC~"·I 1'cl.e ·1· ·r·" 1""' ' "'"1-~,..e •-h-,-, ·~-::.r. lit · ·C! •.J .! (..A - . • "' __ !~ __ J..L. ( .... \; 1...1 _. ,_1) 1....:.. ...! . ..:':..1.~._:;- t.. :. t .... 

were gu.i tty of veerl.n.q 2 _: .. : :Lll " ·1 ~'::-. ir, tn ''~r.l~ til:; 
.theo.i oq 'r cy_ ( n?ti_o .... s ilf tl,i r-; :.r ne i ~h1Y1lTS . 

54- \4rJ(3nt.J op. ct t. p_p .. 66-68. 
55- Cosser, op. c i.t. 
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Is r ae 1, however , could off~r no thine; V'hich could 

~ake her ~orthy of God ' s love . In fact , everythiDg 

about he'·· was abhorrent (Ezek . l G :1- 14 ) . Yet Yah

VJ eh loved Is rae 1 and es tablisl1ed His covenant w .i th 

her (16:8) for no other reason t han that His nature 

is l ove • 5.6 (Deu t • 7 : 7 , 8 ) • 

(ii) Follovlint:: dir8ct ly from the divine 2c t of grace in 

establi.::h·i n.r.; the covenHt1t is the morel obligation 

·v1hich i t nlacGf! upol! IsraeL 11 I \'Jill be your Gocl 

•... . '' exprePse~ the initiative of God, but at the 

same time Is rae 1 is told, 11You s·hall be my people 11
, 

with all tltat sucl1 a relat.Lonship irnplied . 

56-

57-
58-

Tl1rour_,hout th~ 011 Testament ':Jritings there 

is a consciou~ness of t~is r~sponsibility . Some-

t~nes the whole nation shareo such a consciou~ness-

as on those occa.~ 1 ons of n~tlonal pen1.tence v1hen 

t he r,ov::na.nt is n;)-aff Jrme:l ( e •b . Josl1 . 2.4 :24; 

2 Kinff. 23 :3 ) ~ At other timeP V7e f.i.ni that :r8re.8l 

as a ~hole has loft it~ sense nf re~pnnslhility , 

and l1ere it l F= Uu; prop!1ets "'ho D'll'St remind Israel: 

oftei'J forcirly a.nd "Iith threets of Juclgement , . 

~here its allegt~nGe lies . 
11You onlv have I known of a l l the families of 
the eart-h'' , 

dP.cl nres Ycd1weli throiJqh His prophet Amos, . 

" therefore I v1ill punish you for all your iniquit ies•• 
(Amos 3 :2) . 

Yet what is required of Israel is not a forced 

obedie:Jce to th8 r equirements of Yahweh , but rather 

a humble and dutifu l piety, 57aris.tng out of grati-
58 

tude for God's love in establishing the covenant . 

Sna.i th , N. - 11Tlle Dis tine t i ve 
Testamen.t 11

, pp . l35-1LI.O. 
Ibid . n . 142 . 
CoE!se r~ op . cit . 

Ideas of the Old 
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~'That I~r.::-.nl' r:: ideal at ti turJe .<:"hoL~ l~l be is exT"rP8S-

ed perfectly i r: the ~1 ord~. o ,... the Shet'!!a': 

11Hea.r , 0 Israel: Yah\ • e ' ~ is our Go<i- Yalr:1eh is 
One; and you shall lo·re Yahweh your Cod with all 
your heart , 2.nd v1ith ell your soul , ariel l'•i th all 
your m.i,l?h t . Ancl tll?. se ,·-oni.s VIhich I commc: nd you 
thit: d&,y r~h all he upon your 11eart . . .. 11 (Dcut . 6: 
1.'1.-6 ) . 

(c) 'r!lU:3 .,'re l1ave t·:ro main feature::; in whicl1 Yah',' 8l1 ' r3 

covenA.n t ~-·.' i th Isr8.e l diffe.r0d from o t!1er covenants , 

na•··.~ly ( i ) tr.e rli'Iine .irrltat tve, ::.rFl all ti'JA.t lt ent .!:T :Lls, 

and (U_) tJ1~ re9ultin~_:· rn. spon,<"' i bllit.~r on thP part of 

briefl.~' tl1e .jevelopm;nt of tl1o. covenant j_rlea in the 

various s tre.ta o.~~ t J·ie 0 ld T·~.~ t~fn.ent o 

w. A. Irwin 59 at ternrt.s to RU'"1'llcd'j se t h18 'Jeve lor~·l8nt 

bv tl1e prophe t1c hi.s torics J and E, emlo.rc~d h.v Hose~ , 

ador-ted by Jeremiah , a.rr1 in DePteronom," l1ecame an 

e ~· sential _!)art of Is rae 1 1 s tl1eo lcgy, w;1ile it :i_~~ a1)s e nt 

nlifies the position . Tn b0gin ruith : it ir impos sible 

to say :phc.n , 1Pl1ere , or in wlJa t tenns , the i clea of a 

covenant bAtPf~e l1 Yah"reh and I srael o1~it:;inate1 . 00 :But 

scholars a~)pear to be s v· ing ine awa1r ·frorn the vie'''E' of 

such v1riters as ··re llhausen , Pfeiffer, and Irw -~ n61, '"'flO 

tend to rep2rd tl1e covenant doct.ri_!13 as a fr.ii'ly lPte 

invention in tl1e r e l.i:-· ioL19 l1 i story of I~rar:- 1 . .·,uell 

rnaint ains tha t t lle i 4.ea "'a[: cLnTe,! t even before the 

early e.ttacks on Canaan , sine~ it corresponds clo9Cl.Y 

',' l tll t i1G nnT'1adic or se 1ni-no~ndic for~n of li.fr; t h [1 t 

Is rae 1 u~ed to l e 2.d , an.l .s ince it S 8 ~ .~ ."! to be t'l8 !{ey 

59- ~uoted in Dillin tone, op . r ~t . p . 39 , a~d in W~icht , 
on . cit . -c . 61. 

60- D1lliston0 , O:fl . cit . p . 3 9 . See a lso QuelJ. , O!"J . c1t . 
P . 12.1. 

61- r;rish t , on . cit . P!' · 60- J.. 
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to t he proble~ of I9rael 1s consolidation froM a coali

tion of tribes . 62 He if E:uDr·orted by ''!rich t, ,.11'10 point.:-

out: 

11 There is oJ:' courE"e no wro1,r of .shu·Jinr that t he 
vwrd ' cove~1ant ' :·:a.s u.s~7.d as ear:J.y aEO- tr1e thlr
teent~i or t nelfth c3 ltt1 rie~~ . B11t there no longel~ 
c6n he env ctoubt that t~e e l ection of I Grael Qas 
g iven concrete e--nre.sE·ion 1. ~1 ter rts ,0f e. le~·(}.l 
com}Jact in t hr.: ~'1 ild'?.r•le.?s peri od. . "!)._-) 

( i ) If ·7c tur~J t o the ear lice t r2cordr 111 tlle Old. ·res-

t a'lent , na·.:e l,:/ the pro nl1etic llis tories JandE, 

we :lo i'in•l the ·!or :l n ·'/~ occurrL1g . It 1~· used 

of Ye.h·1eh' .s cove nant ':"-1 i th Abre.he.r : ( G.;n . 1:.:18 - J) , 

2 /l. ~ 7 . r0...1 - "' : i:<'~r '7 4 ·10 t") 7 ° r-, J) - - • • J..:J J JCJ.I'. 0 .::.> . • • ' .. ' . . ~ ~ • ·r !-}c e '1pha.si.s 

l"t!Over fr8~ l .Y" .:3.'YJOng ~Gen , befr l.end[! thwn , uni t,~E-' 
61! 

Hi •E'e lf ~·· L;ll the:- \ il'"! D. covenc> :• t of peace . "' 

tat ion of this r~latl1n.sh~r , ~hen h2 ru:~est~ that 
11In JandE t i1r; tdef~ of t 1:e r~loH ior.,...hi.TJ hetr:ecn 
J8110Ve.:l ::J.nd nT0.el 13 not ·n::. teric~] 1__~.' (1.i.f/orr.nt 
fron t':at whi_c1l ot~x~r n!?. t lo:1~· ct· tll0. rv~rlo•l con-
ceivr;r1 tc' 0.~-~~t rv~t···P.,.,n tr--·:em:'nl•t2~ an l t112ir 
go("h.' . 1165 

rl1 ~e Bool· of the Covenan t (E.x . ?0: ?.?- 2.3 :33 ) is 

rabi , aDd the coJenant itsAlf consi~ts , a t thi~ 

stage of 

11 the ord i.ne.r .l.' commands of an o.rd ,_narr god uuon 
a."1 ord1nc:.r.: · :lC'I:oti'Jei.stic (more or less ) peo~lc . " i)6 

But , if , ac has been sugg~s t 8.J. "h.'.r · "~.uelJ. and WriGht , 

Israel ' R sense of elect i on datr:.s back to the w1.l -

jerne·~.s n0riocl , t h.i.s sens; of e lee tion vrould f iml 

expreS8ion i n th~ pr ophe t ic hi3tories . The re-

6?- qur;; ll, on . clt . n . 121 . 
63- ·-rricht , op . clt . p . 62 . 
64- D:i.l JJ.p tnne, OP . cit . D. 40 . 
65- Snaith , op . clt . n . lb7 . 
66- Ibli . p . 109 . 
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lationf: hiD be tl!Ieen Y::>hweh and I f- rae l in J and E 

mus t, therefore ~ be unique 7 2nd distinct from 

si~ilar relations hins bet~ean other nat ions enJ 

their gods ft 

The covenal1t terminolocy in J and 3: is not 

confined to the events of Sinai , but is eLt ended 

to interpret t he eerliect period of the nationsl 

life , so "nu.c~1 f'O that I :3ra2l 1 s \"ho l e consciousness 

of her e l 2ction is based on th~ fortunes of the 

patr iarchs : 

11 It was i n tl1e s tor:.' of th~ patriarchs tha.t the 
unique di'.l.re voco.tion coulrt bef:t re me-de mani
fest, by ''Jhich Yu.lr."eh , fro "" tl1e mos t un_!'romJs ing 
be[,innings, had cr'2.ated for hi:nse lf a people 
\ ' 1hose E:YiE tence ·::ar: from the <- t art based on his 
own r~rondrous acts 0

11 67 

This people o~e their position to the un~erited 

bleu: L.nes ~n tl12 nco!Jise.s made to th:; FatJ1ers , and 

are ~hereb:r urccd to humi l i t y . It iE.: also .seen 

fro rn the exar m 1·3 o~ tl1e Fe thers t h '1 t 
11

8 lcctl0n .t1UE.. t Lave its r c:.spon.se from the human 
side , an attitude of hu·:ible oteclie~1ce and un
conditional tr~st ···hich must be maintai~ed 
throughout sev:.:~e teetin-:-. n68 

Thi~ , t~~~n, is the lJv Ln:, intP.rpre t ation of th~ 

cove~t'nt .re.lCAtionsh~n. foudd in the pronhet.lc his-

tories J a.nd E ~ Gorl , by His ,sr aciow::! initiati·vJ , 

"has :Jridged t .1c -su lf se'JarP ting Him from man 
and has ·called i.nto b3ir.g a community which 
accep t s as t~e central nrincin l r of itR cor
porate life '1 rr:Llli ng participation in the 
purpo.sive activit.v of God. "69 

I t is .surpr.isi£16 , ir. vj cvl of the use made of the 

covenant concEpt by J P.nd "E, that thG cleosica l 

:Qronhets [la..rd ly use tne t erm~ I0ai ah uses 

four t i me:-1, bll. t onl,1r once (Isa. 24 :5) doe8 

Jle8.n a COV8112n t with God . It 2.T'"!'e2IS 0'1Ce 

A111os ( 1 :9 ) >but in e s~cnl(].r sense . Of the 

five occurre~ces in Hosea, thr0e refer to a 

it 

he 

in 

67- Eichrodt, on. cit~ nr . 49- SOo 
68- Iuid . n o 5o: . 
69~ Dillisto~e , op . ci t~ n o 40 n 
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divlne covenant . The ···ord is no t f ound a t al l in 

Alicah .
70 

Yet i n spit~ of the absence of covenant 

t erminol ogy , the ,.,ho l e compl ex of ideas associat

ed with t he covenant orovide~ t he foundation f or 

the pr ophe t ic messa.ses . In .Amos 3:2 for exampl e , 

t he prophet is expressin~ t he convict i on of t he 

w1·1o l e na tion , Vihen he speal<.:s of Yat1rreh ' s favour 

in choo~ing Israe l above all ot her n~tions . 71 In 

pas~ ages lil<:e th5.G, thP lack of covenant term in-

olory is as tontsl1i~~ o 

~ichrodt sees the reason for t his in the 

sitPation '''ith yrhicl1 the nrophets ha:l to contend: 

" 'rh8 fr:.c t or of decisive imT')ortance is •..• thr-tt 
t hef-e r;formir'J[, snlri ts havr-- set ther:1sn l ves t o 
oppose r-jve.r.l_r ins tPncc of decr:l GX t er nalis'n in re
l i giou.s practt~e !l'ld nocl~Pnica1 rout i~~ ln re 
li::ious t ho; ·r·{1t e -·rhat COtlfront;e(i t l188 V'aS an 
in~i:. tence oro ste.tut·:::.S pnj orcli!1-~nces, on .sett
l ecl cps ton: e.ncl ura.-, e, on t!'l8 prP.c.i.?t.:? ly orp;:::tnized 
ne rforue._r~cP. nf rh!t ief to··1e .rrl God , 2nd r.t corn~s
pon1in0 rec1 ·_~{liru:r on -_,·a:w·e:1' s automatic perfor 
mance ln re tErn e I: 7?. 

AE.3 with J e.nd E , thJ stress of tl1e c l assical 

prophets 5_s on c. personal relationship v.:i t !1 Yah"'eh & 

The.;r see Israel as 

11 committed to YA.h\'Jel1 b~r an i r revocabl e act on 
His par t B.nd thelr8, S i1arj_ n~'· v·ith Hi m Hi.s pur 
poses~ His stan1lr.>rds , His nam·J , ~E.c: ch0.racter·, 
as a ''!ife 'auld s>arr. r1e.c lm.c::b2~-::.dYs . " 73 

In tt1eir at te~nt to s tr'38E: tll.e rersonal aspect 1 

the cov~nunt idea cannot ~elp the~ . Inherent in 

t he legal ch?rac cor of t:~.; covenant iE' the de.nr.er 

of formalisation j . end tl1ir is pn~cis .J ly ,,!hat hr s 

hap::ened " Hence ";h:n tl1e prOilhe t.:: s_pea1r of t11e 

spec.tal statu8 of r~;rael , they clo not 'TIH~;:r-; r ef-

:;rel"lC-3 to t ~1o Sinai coven,".!!t, but rather to the 

70- Hatr:-h 2-nd Redpath , op . cit .. 
71- Eichrodt , on, cit . n. 51. 
72- Ibid . 
73- Dillistonc , op . cit" p. 40~ 
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de li'1!8t'rnr;(~ from Et;ypt. In this '.'le.:.r the r.raciou.s 

favour of Yal"r:'el1 is empl1asi~e(! , and any irlea of 

ctn o1Jligator.)' perforn1cU1ce ~)ty t~1c eovo.nant Deity 

is sxc lur.lccl . '74 

(ii:l) Tlth the refonn~ of JosiE'd'"', rnd the c>,:::lv ·.: nt of thr~ 

De:1teronoT:1ic.ts 7 tr1e covr;nant concnrt ta.l:e.c: on 2. 

ne~ lease o~ lifo . f~w ~h~ ~hole hi~tory of 

Israel j_r-· vie'Ped ·~n tlle li!.ht of thA cove n2.n t of 

God, r.:- ,.Jade fir;· t , .. .i th t h? Father.:: , th8n at 

Vount Sina:L, an:l t!1e~1 i.n. t;1e plains of L~oab. 75 

Tlie · resuJ. t iw,- nic tur -~ L: o.f '3. Gc J '.'!llo ]_c, ever 

fai t hful to thr. coven~mt, and nf a neonlc ~ ·'110 

But in orclct to arrive at tl"lis picturr , it 

.is .H~cc;s.saT.Y to emphas lst~ the lo_::e.l charac ter of 

i." r:oi." e.Lt~Y::r on te;:pinr (lnW ) t.he· covenant 
- r 

~r ~ 0 o]"nN ~ t· (e ~ 0 vl·n-Q :. ....., ~c:: ~o.). _ .. _ j (" .L J 0 t • . .., (..., . \ j-:..l .. · - - l (O o l") . l-• (' {.._, • 

the proy;hc~ic ·· r i t cr.-:: , .i.s ~~t.i1l tllorn , but i.t i.E' 

" '·!an can not anm'l tl1e coven.: nt; if l1f~ l: r.:; 2kE' tt , 
th i.s only :-tr::~'n .s t!1a t n:.; 5.E' v:Lolat twJ .its condi
t to ns, '.l.'h'3 rrta je.s ty of .:-livi:~:.e 10"8 chor·.:: itself 
.tn tt·iJ::-:, t~·t e. t Go'J alone> tlF1.:. t11e pcnn'?.r to r:1isso lv2 
t }) f' rP 1 ~t ·"101""'~~·,·n \f => t n c,vpr C'l '''l-">·~ . uQe of l"t . "76 -' ·· . -' •.- .l..L'• -- .A.Jo.. > J.J..-~ _ ' I) (J .J • - · · ' .._, i U G ... \. .. .,.._ L .,. 

'i'!11. 1:::· :i..n tr1e Deuteconomist~ tl1c Jr "" IJ. 11as br. co:·'le 

74-· Eic!:roclt, O]lc clt . p . 52 .• 
75- Ihi.d o n . 5Se 
76- Ib i d . p . 5 ~ . 

' . 
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relations!1ip to Yah~~Jeh~ and is no longer qualified 

by other images . From this arises the very real 

danger of perverting the covenant relationship in

to one of cultic performance ~ As long , however , 

as there ls the reality of the relationship behind 

the covenant , the cultus will not assume a disnron

ortionatc imnortance , and the covenant will not de

generate into a purelv legalistic institution : 77 

(iv) The Deut eronomic line of thought is ·carried further 

in t!1e _friestly Code: P, Hitl1 his tendency to 

.sharp def1nition and exact formu l ation ; now re

stricts the covenant idea to a strictly religious 

sense . No longer is the expression n""'-1'). D '/.J 
. • - "r 

used of YahVTeh , as it io in J. Here it is 

JY'!·~ tJ 1 I? 0 or .Ill}~ (l] ~ - Yahweh 1 establishes 1 

or tgrantst the covenant (e .g . C~n . 6:18; 9:12). 

He does so as a gi~t of gr~ce , and His covenant 

is eternally valid . 

For P, the Abrahamic covenant is all- important, 

and the Sinai ev;nts are only a rene1•Ial and refash ... 

ioninr of the earlier covenant ~ 78 That is , the cove-

nant which iE the decisive one for Israel was con-

eluded before the giving of the de tailed ceremonial 

laVJ . Hence: what is required of the human parties 

t o t he covenant is simply a right relationship to 

God , rather than any particular performa.nces . The 

cultus introduced at Sinai does no more than in-

dicate the appropriation by the whole nation of 

the Abrahamic covenant. It is not 
11a h11man performance , by which man on hi9 side 
makes the covenant effective" ;79 

It has rather th2 character of 

77- Ibid . pp . 55- 6 . 
78- Ibid . pno 56-8 . 
79- Ibid . p . 57~ 



- 26 -

11 a sacrr::anr:nt, in V''liich GoJ. unfol.is himself to 
m2 n in c mmnunl ty 11 • 80 

Lege=>. lis tic ideu .. s of tr.1e covenant are inne a•n£J v \ i th, 

cl.nd a relationship of c:race talms their !:'lace . 'rh(:} 

notion of a bilater al cornp:wt L; exclu.'.'i.ed , e.nc.l full 

e!T,phasi2 is olaced on the d1 vj_n~~ sovere :lrnty and 

onninotence . 81 

'''l1o is the rsprosentativc of the 1holr. rrune.n r!J.C1? . 

covenants nosse2~ eternal validit~ . 

P's emphaslr is on 

11 "- 'Ae ctatlJ+-0'(' 1' t ~1) COY'I<.' l. ( t"nt: tl''P. '"t·-:'>l"DPlliT l1 .:. l ,; 0 c _ v ... ' .!. \"' i 11..... ~ ; ~,..... ~ .J ' ... J , \.,; ~.. . . ~ . , . I 
h . _., ·" :J' (' • ' ' C' 1' 'l . .·· ·' ; i C" t ,., ' ~ . , ' , . .' .• lD.J.ll1c: , ,.,orJ. 8,_, O.rl-.1D.· GO "1.·_; O,'·;~r6np V.L.::_,_on 
Of t :1..-, tr~n.c~c -,·~'l "'· n +- ,, t,..,rn ~l r'~o'i riR,__, 

• ' • 1.., ... _ "-' ._,11•. c J J l.,;' ' ; v .. ....1 \, , • • 

t() hi "'n(')··· D...,l"f ~ctl· 'D _ "-c .. J •. 1 , ... c t, • The onl: ~ev in ~hich thr 

be to ::;n ter r.:v~ conw1unit.:.' of Israel 1;y c Jrcl111Cl.fJton. 

ni~rP.r-]J. t s priviler~ed pof.oi. t.ton i.:-> at all events 
·f -1 rrn liT C! '.) fe" ..,.,·,ard· ed'; "8() 
- - ...... . l ~ v ~ • ( .... . ' ) u \... • . 

(v) Unlike P , tl1c great prop 11ets -Je re~Tiiah , Ezel;:ic l, and 

Dc:;utero-·Isaj_ah r'l.o visualise ;:: t L1:; "'l!H1 t !-w cow~n2.nt 

rclation~:hln 1.Nill be brouc,ht to a hir)lcr level of 

perfection . Jeremi ah sees th~t I~reuJ. ? 1n 1t~ 

chc2r in:r?.t i tude to God , l;.r.'- brol:::en the covenn.nt . 81 

Eut he io2~ not sen th5.s oll covenant as cnGurinp 

i .Y1 srit e of IEraelt~:; f2.1JJJ.rc~ . For lli'n thA c.'i.r2.i 

covonant l E inAfiective~ for i t dnoe not brinr 

lwn'~, to th2 nconlc thr. need fnr 2er.sonnl renen-

80- Ibid . 
81·· Ibid. 
82~ Ibid. D· 58 . 
83- Ib.id . 
84~ f\:ote th.::t Jerer1iah nas a conte:'11POrarv of the Deuter

onomists , tl1~ s be .inc tl'le period- ~·~hen'' the covem-:'.-Ylt 
conccnt ··Je.:-· coming into itE m:n aga.in . 
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t d • d' 'M 1 'b' l ' t n5 c:.nc:; ar. 1nl J.VJ .. !ua rr;sponsl 1 1 y , 0 

ther.-;)foro L_: rep l aced , aml God Himse l f ,.,ill er. tab-

l1' '"'!.l "' 11,..,... CO'lr' r:J"nt ( J'"'I' r ] · ~ l .-z4 ) ._.a.. ..... C.. ... -~-<.: (: ... '!I .)4t''.• ·--,~) . As ,., j_ th P, 

tllGr'_! is no queE- t inn of J'Ccinr ocA l ~"erform::mc··' , hut 

for J8r~miah , the 8ffiDha~is in t hi2 ~9W COVC~~n t mill 

, .. :1.11 n2 1n·1;u·d .:!nd spirituPl , ~.n·1 it ·--111 0e.vr un5.-

Al l th--: t inill sn.rvivc l:·· Goc1 r1.L.\9°lf , PY)c1 for !-!:is 

(' 'zc1-~ ... ~ (I 

rnrrt (:3r.J :26); rr~ .. l God "lj ll pu t E5 . .s SPirit on thc1n 

contenrpiates 2. :·cg\"'nerntion 

1 1 \·i)'!~ ~~·, "~ .. ll mo.J c tl:e neop l P, , thun ru rif let1 , ::mel 
rr.;rlt~11CCl , fl1·J. CL 1 G~>:.in~>~4. h~· t.:1c dj_vi_n:.: ~nirJ.t , t1c 
HoJ.~ · !WOI}le o~~· ttl•::; Ho l y Goc1. 11 ( :~6:28 ). 8b 

u '1o L:ol2t(Jcl ~c~ o:L P. r·J t u;:.l charac ter , no DP."' 
com1tj_t:..lt:i.on ot· m~r·::>ni ~8.tion , 11p t 80f'1tJ~hlng P.'~1 -

1;od.1od in tl10. llf:) of 8 hU.!Tit."n _nr·r.~or , t l'le Serwmt 
of Gel.;: [37 

"as a C~OVf~n8J1t to th:; peoplCJ , a 
'1"tl· ono'i (IQa 11? .r. ) J c.·· .....; ~..... o -c '"" ., U ' 

li ,..,.11 t to t !le --· 

:l..rnpl~··Jn:: e.. t':ofo!..d n:.i.ssion: to I~r2.cl , and to tt1e 

Who! e of hVi'VIC111i t.~r o 

J.:n Dcut er0--Tsc. i al1 . tll.··~ clivine ','J i. ll fnr Isn=tP.l 

85~ Cossurs on . cit, 
r.G~ IIJld., 
P7~ Eic!:rodt , op . clt . pp. 61-~ . 
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"is revealed as one of Vicarious sufferinr::, by 
whi•::h the covenant people 'Nith thqir messianic 
ruler are uni tecl in q.n ~ndJ_ssoluble commun~ty 
e1nd reconciled r-< ith God o At the same time, by 
this t~athering of tl13 people r ound e. ldng , raisecl 
to sovercignt.;r from suff.::rin[; , God ' s own purpose. 
of absolute lordship receives unqualified acce~ · 
tance e11 88 

Be cau.sc the m~sr jon of the Servant of Yah¥•eh is a 

t"lofold one , the divine decree o; ralvatJon thus 

r.::e.list:~d in the person of the Sc:. vant embraces not 

only Israeli rJu t alco the rec-t of humanit .v•89 

Dr. Cosscr ~urns uy; tht; ov9rall contr1bution 

of the grc~t prophe ts: 

"Although th'?. proph:;t.s , in spe-::.kin~ of the ne!1' 

cov8nr>nt , rete.in thP. old formu l.a : 1Ye shall bf.' 
r:r.y pco:o l 0J , and I shall b.::; ,~tour God ' (Jer . 31:33; 
Ezn~ . 36·20; Zec. 2 :15,16), so characteristic of 
the old covenant, th2 nurely legal aEpect of a 
contract between t110 partie.c:: enti rely disapuears ~ 
The n~: covenant 5.s a unilateral, gracious dif - · 
po.sition on thr-: part of God which governs the re 
~atjor~hiD wh~ch in the futur e ~ill exist between 
God ancl ;-nan< jj 90 

(vj) It roiTlninf. to make brief mention of post- exilic 

t r ends . In some circles? the thought of Godrs 

.:;.c t ivity as tile One who gave the cc.vena.nt, begins 

to dil?appea!:', l 8·:tving a formalistic concept.i..on of 

re ~U.gious .l'it:;ht ·oehaviour and standards . 91 But in 

otr1er c.i rc.l es) e.s for example with tile Chronjclcr ~ 

P' s i1lea of a relations hip of grace continues to 

command vr.ide accepte.nce , axl is even applied to 

substdia.:~y covenan t s , such as tlle covenant with the 

tlouse of l...evi , and the Davjdic covenant . 92 

2.8·- Jbido P• 62 0 

89·· Ibid •. 

-ooo ~w 

90- Cossc r, op . cit~ 
91- Eichr ocl t . on . cit. p . 63. 
92· Jbid . pp . 6~-5 -
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CHAPI'I:;R TT"TO -- ~tAGH KH EI Th~ P:RIOJ BET'·r:-;;&·' 1'FE OLD 

r:chus f~r r"r?, llave noted t ;le fact tll£:. t bl o~..8~ I<~ 
is &lmor:::t i mrs.r.iably the LXX equivaL'nt of the Hebrew 

H~vl· '1 "' dODP -1Cv 1 c_:...., '.J so ' t·:e !1avc pr oc,-;ed8d t o ex-

anin·:: t h~; mear-inc: of the concept I) 1 l.3. in tl1U Old Testa·-

ment Scr1ptur!_;s~ or more cxplic~_ t•:;ly 1 in tl1e ~elJrev: Old 

been an E'.ss,Jn-::;t ion tl12.t lc IJ()lf' 2.n axior:t of biblicP.l 

thr:olo,?:'y: 

... (:)' T'1 s-:-,n.-:lyj_ ~1.-::: t 'll-' rnoc:m~Lnr· of ~toc ~~<'{ j_D t)v>. i..ntor-

t -esta.mentnl. perLor.~, o.nt":· of our rvc~nucs of invt::sti::·at.ion 

bo tl1 c las-

sic::-]_ e.r:d H:; l l_r_;~!jstic . If tts incorporation Jnto tl'lJ 

to di2cover ·::rat .i.. ts :;.ea:Li.n:-; 1:'c.s before: t !le. LXX trar'ls·-

~ second ave nu3 of an ~roach ~ill be the u2c rnRi0 of 

the tern: b:;· ..Fh ilo of Alexandri3 , e..'?. L.~ 2t t-~··:1rtc:d an in-

t <'>(J v--:ot i Qh ·"' T~ '!_. C' '') cJ L c• ' .. <! O.l. u •c::W_l.,!. 

~ain lnfn~~rt1nn con~~rring th~ thouPht of tho intJr-

1- Snalth, op. cit. p . 130. 
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a s tucly o:f' trw Rabbinic l i tcra tun:; of t lt.:; t itre • Fin-

a lly, ~'lc w i 11 study the par t:Lcu l a r usage in tho Com,mn-

ity at Q,umr an. 

(a ) AiotJ)~Ki in ClaE;.<"~ical 21Yl H:; l l:.':J.is tic Grcf!l\ Litere..ture . 

The evidenc~ of ~aDyri and ins cription~ of t~) He llen

istic nRriod indicatJs quit~ un2ni~ou~ly th8t the tonn 

~ 1 oZ6{1<~ comes from the ci'ri l ls·.l of tl1Pt tim~; . It carrlc~? , 

in atlcii tlon to tll !-) . .r·:::n • .;;r::.l ser~::: c~ o:f 1 statute r or 1 ordi-

An eE~rly cx>· ··npl; of such use~o .i. ~~ found in th:; Fl:i.njr:; ;~;:" 

Petrie P~.pyri , Part lll.6(b):l2. (c . 236 B. C.) : T~]v 
~ ~ ~e~K"J[~ k~Xro<.>..~}rLJ 3 . Another in8c ... 'it~tion of thr~ 
first centur.v B.C. descr .i_h,:;s ho"' h':ru::-e,'-:: ;::,nd grrdG'1f' ~ '8 n) 

bcqueat tJ.:;d l!y a .. ,oman to Anl1rod.L tc; Ur&nia: 
, ., c- e/ , / ) '"' 

i<!XT!)(. T~S o to< '11 KC<'$ 'Tv<S K&lf&VIl(S t:=v TlJI 
( "' "' ) I ( ' ) E) /~ ..... 
IEf~~ ~ T1JS A¢;>oo tTl1S i<o(t Tf.Xf.) - uvo?-• <:-t Tw• 
)t ' ' I '"' e c..f' I " 4 «fXD\/Ti Ko<. I T'o<fo< TC.V f to)A o VciE:t Kf'1:Jtlf;WvTt . 

A lJi l i ne usJ. inscr iption from A name a l'las ' h8r.:;uec ex 

t e;~ t amonto ' as t h8 nJ nd.oring of i<~"]f<='v'ro' ' KolT<X. 

( {)/ 5 
0 I{)( IT' tel v . 

Duriw; t l.l.is s r.me Hc l lr:;n5.stic psrioj , tl1o ,.,ord 

rvvef~<~ ·was c-lso cor.:-unonl': I.!Sed . It carric~d t he Pr:;nns 

of ' compact '' just as exclus.tvr:;l:,· as s,~e~k1j ce.rr.ied 

t he sc"'.~e of ' "'il l 1 or 't es tam.~nt r . 'l'his i s il l ustrated 

in an ostraco~ of 110 B.C . : 
')' .,_ ( I (' f'l / ' ( ' ) •, •"\ 

~~ fVJv o(n::. ott::VE:-t<o~v rcs Tr.fo$ c;owTot:s t:rrr Tou 
I " J / " - ,.... ; "'"' ...._ ' 

:;/.)c{/I.(Ov Tou Arrolv\LVVi..,OU '1;7 A IO v o<UTOU ;:rvos T<X'S' 
r I e . ) (' ; / I J "' /'\ 6 
~·vv ,K!X) e~KtX.,.f=V ncfiocV-n 'IWI ofe<ft<XIC::t . 
T.hus f rorr1 2. ftr~ t e l an c·J , it sce:n:~ tl1~t c-uvB'fK'1 

i.::: a bilatr:: r a l arrangr;:-n. ~mt, 1.-hi l e ~~iX~K~ ls exclusive ly 

uni l a t eral. 3u t furti."rcr evidence cs.llc ,sucl'1 a dogmatic 

2.- Dr:: is.%1ann, A. - ILi_s-h t .from ~he Anc l ent East r, p . 337; 
sc-~e:; <:. l ~:o Ei ci-a·oclt or . c.it . p . 65: Arndt , '.'T.F. and Gil12',-

.. - " t. 

ri.ch, F . '.J. - ' A Greek-Sn~~ l1s11 Lex icon of t.he Nc··J 'l'es t e-
m.~mt1; 1-:Iou l ton , J.H . , ex1d Mtlli.[an , G. - ' T.hP. VocabulP.ry 
of tho Gr c;r;k l'es t ~m;nt 1 . 

3- [; ·~ oulton .::.rFl ~· .i1 lligan , on. . c.i t . , e.rt5_cle on Sto~..@.,;' K'"t1 . 
4- I\)id . I I 
R- Ibj~d . 
6- Itlld . 
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assertion into 1ues tlon . To 'hot:; in .. ,i th, l''e may turn t.o 

find, in a quot~tion from Aristonhanes - 'Eirds ' 

(vrrit te!1 c . 410 B. C. ) , blot.~~K1-j used unPll~tal~e.bly in the 

sc r'lSO of a 'com_I)ac t' or ' agreement' . 7 The •: orl': of 

F. rorton llas e.st:=J.hlish .~,i the.t t l1L: '''2.c. the rr·~f.Ul8.r 

mee.nin"' of b t.x9~K~ in claE.~8ica l tir.1cr . 8 

'Thr.:~n 83'~in 1:~e ms.y consi'·tor tll8 usage of th(. v2rb 

th2 senso of ' decree ' , 'ordain ' , 1assign 1 or rconfcr 1 

C!OITI '>tll]' n"' Or l ffi"' !..---, A '''1' 111 g ,.... . .. t.! .. . c. ... ' • t:l.l\.:....~ c... • Tl·1e r c:-u l ar fonnu12 i.n e. 
10 

Ttlh~ U[8.f8 corresno ~tds 1:rith 

the raeu lPr usage of tho noun s.~&~K, in Hellenistic 

time r . 13u.t tl"le verb i :s e lso frequentl,~.r used in a S(~!'l.S'.~ 

much n.:.arer to thtJ classic<ll S8!1SF: . Thus [!1 inscr"Ln-

tion of c . 4 8 B. C. SP.ys of n.n envoy fr·~m 2. ccrt :;j_n king 

to Pompey : 

ou,. f~vov, Tb ~>~ ~n-'i::f \oC (~o{o-,~}~ws Xf1f-~ncrto~~ 
~te9E-Tc T'l'JV cVVOi o/. V T'l'jv' ~Wf d.. l W V ':\o([fJtXOCJfcV0) 
Ttf fooe.cn'A.f::~ &~]~« Kc)(~ 1ft-,PI T"1s 1\c<T/~~u~ 
Tc0<;; K~~lcrro 1. ·~}~66-To ''f..flf"cx-ncrrovs -

"I:it? not . on~.\' Q.JgQ1_:La t s_c,! tnr·ro8 on he half' of t h .J 
lnng, '-'' lnnJ..nf. t rr:: kint" the Ro"18.Y1S ' r;oocl v ill, 
hut ,lso ne~otiatcd th0 ~o~t honourabl3 t0r~~ 
for hi.s country-:"TI 

The various s~holar.s •."ho l' ndertool< t l1e tr.qns l a -

ti.on of t!Y~ Hebre''' s crintures i nto Greek tJad before 

them , then, as possihlf] r enderi '1gs of the term n"'}::;t, 

the t "'O Gr ecl< v·ords o-vv~K~ and bt c-<81'~<~ . Aqu.il::., 

Symmachu.s , and Theodoti1=1.n trans le.t8d it cr-uvtJ~K"' , 

but in doing so they sho~ed 2 gr ievous misunderstPnling 

----~-

7- Ibide / 
8- Ar~d t r111 ?lnETich , OTJ,.• cit ., 8-rticle on brotelt<"'1 · 
9- Ibld .' e.rt lC le on b fo( TI e""/f'- ( • (' I" 

l0- rf.ou lt01! .~.:Jd Milli[:A.D , op . cj t . ' a rt ic. l c on OtO(T I e,f'' . 
11-Ib.id o 
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of t he conccmt of n "'? .12 2:uv8~t<"1 is e.sfen t ially ;:m 

agrw;rnent ho t '''EJen t1.'!0 par tl;;s on e::tua.l t :~riJ'l8 , and frorn 

our s t u\.tt\' of the f1 .., l ~ concJpt in th2 Old 'l'cstament .. \'18 

know th:-'. t there is no eque.li ty of t(~rms i • • Yah\w3h is 

t:overoign , :::n-1 Y;:;hv·eh Himself initie.tes tl1e covenant . 

Tl1e LXX t rans lP tor s ' hO'PC~V;;r' preferred to usr~ t 118 

word b1ottf"1K"1 , a v·ord ;,"hJ.c~; was ideP.lly su.i te.hle for a 

number of re8.9ons . First , ~~~Ehft<~ in it:: pmE~re.lly 

accept ed :.:·:::;ns,; of ' tes t,..,mHn tt or rv:ill ' co.rre:~·_oon.Jed t o 

sev:>r r.:.l a[-!p(;cts of th2 tr~r:n Sl..., 'I.!L. Her.:-~ could ly; 

fouflj th :: sr:e~ial note of sols·n,1i ty \''hich vra:: cllerac

teristi~ of th'~ ·di vit~3 fl ~ ) 3.. . 13 Hn.r.~ a.l:::o "'i>f!. 

'' th;; thought of t .h<J r.rirn~cy of God, (of) the 
coven:::Y'l t -1.G th·.~ f: ol Amn , unhroA.k:able ex:nref:sion 
e.nd <"~onfir!TIP.tion of his l"i ll. " 14 

But :Ie hr=>v: s0en r.-.lso the.t th .~ t e rm b ~~~"i in th~..: 

Greek ~vorld had a history. ":ls a noun , it had changed 

its s8n89 from 'compact ' i n the cles~ic~l era , t o 

: t~stament 1 in the Ee ll~nistic ora . It is t~erefarc 

h.Lr;h ly probable ti1.:.t th ~; LXX t rans latorc 1Nero faced 

"'ith ::- 1"0rd ";ho:::e meaninf. l"~s still flexible . It l"J P.d 

not .v~t crystallis:-)d into ' testa>ncnt ', .:?.ncl it .he.d not 

are sunported in this cone lu8 ion hy the ll2ege of th!? 

verb b lon-(9, _!-ti o Thus , in ad:"1i tion t o the s tr .. :~sr lairi 

by b\o<tf{tc"'' on ttle divin -:.; initie.t1w~ , there; 1.s also 

somethinr of the bilaterql chPractcr proper to thG 

?'"'\ '"'!"'"'\ ':"\, • 15 Hr:: br ew ~ ' r..:.J. . . 

12- Others h~VR .~hOT'i !1 the s r-:m 3 mtsunderstcndinp: . For 
exarrtplc:, K . Yoi1ler ( J:S Vo l. 4 , p . 320 ) considers 
the t ~vvetjtc"1 is the morG correct trans le.. t ion . ae 
is, hov;-Jver, influenc-::d by t he fc:'.c t the: t th8 t ; rrn 
f>,oee~'<""! proved a us\-~ful tool in t[l --; l1P.nd8 of .some 
N.T. wri. ton~ . 

13- E~chrodt , op . cit . p . 65 . 
14- Itii , nn . 65- 6 . 
15- Ihid. , J!-. 66 . 
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11'r!Y; l~. st :tll. of th~ t . ;~; t~tor 1'indE: hot!~ !11nt
~clf ::•yJ. hl.':-: h.:;ir .c; . TY. rr>. r:ir-Lmt r: o:f tlF. t cs 
tr.~·;nt r.'T·.: hOU'1:1 011 t\";:'~.ii~ p rt t0 C."''.r.r' 1' OUt th·; 
ap11oint·?d ter!lc . Thus tlF; Jivlnc 1 in.ju0ction' 
ni· the ~ ~oc:6i_K-.., i~ r:.i!\~~0 :=:.t ~ freE:h or.J.;rinr: of 
mP n ' ·"' r ;; L· t 1ons r1i n to GocL • .. • At t !v; .~· .~~ 1 !::: t lr.-·; 
tht:; (:1~:='·•-::lJt of' hu.mFln ohli..?':..'tion 1~ ::-· not Jw.: t 
di.c:: c-:r.·r~ ;rrr:.>.:l; c:n•l to th ·'t ·:l'. sr; ' t i t i,~ tnw t}1;;·t 
tl•?t the DO r ·:'"'"1eri'1c i.s n0t a '1'1j .fun.l .;r~ t ~nd5J1~ 
intruG.inp, ;.1 co:,lr' J.c·t::: t ::-- ;;.nf' J~:Jr:lP ti·;n :)f s ... .-' nso. 11 l 

(b) £\ lo(e,qk~ in tll.~ :l.'hourht of P!'1.t lo of ,\J .. ~.Y.:::.n ~lr.iJ' . 

;' I i! R.v-:• de[.lt wt t h t!l .• · ·ha l ·; ~'u~· · ic<:t of cow~n:'nts 
~ TrE:fl I S~ «e"11cDv ) ln t · ·0 ~r ·r.tir ·~~ ,. ~.nJ I r_:lll
ll.1.£.).y pa.s.::: .1t nv~:r to aVi.'ll r :m~.~ t1..tlon , c .. .nd n.loo 
r-;c;::lJ;t:. ~ I do net ·.~~i ,".;' , to :i. ···ttcrn,pt the continuity 
Of t h n dl. °CllC::S i 0'"~ nl7 

.. • ~ \. • 1.. ... J ·-· - ~ ; ... . 

1J8f' t c;rour:.l e.lre~',.jy cov.)red , for tr1.; t vro trc~-:t Ls ·,s to 

c •. ~·· , h:'.f~ tr':)e,t l ~·; 1 C:1 tl' : Ch<-J.ng-,,; of i'':·""'\c::; 1, ::1,.,~1 hi~ 

1 1-:,ur~~; tions e..rr:l ·.nf' .;r.'. on G(~ncE:i:· 2.111 K,·odus 1 • 
18 

In ' On thJ C!'!0..!1f(J of ::a-:. ; s 1 , 4?ff ~, Philo is com-

trl ~.t Gnrl '· !l V <:~ .... L 0 Al"'r!l h r>m . • • • • •• , .... ~ .J .I - . . J 9 

) / ) / ) " 
(:Ud..f't;(JT~I . cVWITI OV crou 
t)t; f o.rn 1T. 2 

1
' ' 

but tlY.t C'o·l E-.. ~11.c:: ~t or.c:!, 

16- Jbid o 
17·~ Tre.n~l~. tion r t.' F' .H. Col.s nn :::> •• 1:1 G. H. ··n1 i_tc:t1 :-• 'r , I.D~b 

Cl::.~ f-' 'i.c P. J. Libr'.lry , ?l1ilo Vo l. V, p . 169 . 
li~- :·o t.:; t! J:.t , o -f' t!its l;::1. t L~r ···or!:: , 00 f't· r cr'nt h.!"' E' b ~.,;n 

l ost 0 1· th ·: Grc:r::k or i r- :!_,., :::> 1 , 0 f!Cl i t f1 p~: b ·.:·~:n r ? storcd 
by r -~fen~ :.!co to t iv! ;-,nc .i n !1t f·xn:cmln.n 1f.'' r.s i.on pu~ lis h2·1 
l'.l,li ,J . r . /\u~h~.·r in l f?.G . ?ut n. . 'qrcuf~ ' in hLs nrc f r· C'-' to 
t!w Lonb ecl.itton , tE: confj_d··::'lt tfl?.. t P!Jilo ' ;: thou[:lft ,.r-.E: 
.f.~ itrtfu lly nrc . .s •::rv-~ 1 in t!lr: :..r•:1::r11 ~.n , ."'.no coul1 ht} tr~· n~u 
1::-•.t,:.;!J b~cl: into Gr::::")y ,.,it:; :0. l: 'Lp:'i rl. cgr oc.; of l1.ccur8.c_y. 
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Ko(l olVc>U o<.tCftTr TDS . 
(Ge n • 17 : l ) • 

... 11 ::.nd hr. come h larne le E~ s , '1 

In o thor worj.s, he s::-.ys , 1''hat God req_u ·i_res of mAn is 

no9itive goodncs9 (i. e . to be ~ell olearing before Him), 

bjjt s ince m8-n i::: r:1ortA.l anrl fra.il , such positive good ... 

ness is a practics l impossibility . Th8refore m~n must do 

the next bes t thinr , tnh 5.cl1 if' a negr.t tve c.vol.dc.nce of sin 

(i.e . to become blarnc le.ss) . Phi lo thAn f Oes on · 
11/ ;..nd to !1i11 \'?ho ~lP.~~ e l ect.:;j t;_·. live in t hi.s 
fe..shion , E~ (God) prom5_sJ.s to l t.;c.v::: ? covenc.ntccl 
T'Ortion 2ucr: ~.E; is ·- fittin;r fer God t o p.ivc e.n·l 
man to receive, f or H,:; s ~.,~:s , ' I 1fl ill :::8 t my 
coven::-nt hetr·een mo ~.nd b.J t':.'e~f"l t~we r ( Gcn . 17 ~2) . 
~·Tm' cov3n.::- n ts e.r c dray n up for th:; benefi t of 
tho.se who c.r0 \ ·orthy of t !V; gift , e.n:l t!"1u,s ['.. 
covE~nnnt is :::> svmbol o.f: the gr::.c:: 1'?hich God hrs 
set betv1een Hi.rn.r.e lf \nho proff··;rs tt anj rn;:m who 
recelve.s . A_ry.i thi.s i~· the r:ro"'nim: bcnefP..ction , 
ths.t th.:.·re is ~~othin ~ betn:~ rm God :=;.nJ. the soul 
.seve tl1r; virzin rrrP ce . "19 -· \.' 

. ' ~e thr:; n rnake.s his r efr.:;re nee t o his t '"'O tre::- tl[·'CS rrc::f i 

b , o~/&/tc~v, of \".'hi ch VJ t: ~1PVe e. lready rnPr1..e 1r·:::ntion. 

In thi~ r~~.s~ee Philo ~pne~r.s to contre.dic t hi~-

sr:; lf, for in one hreath he t<:'. l ke about m::;n beinr v'ort hy 

of the gift of t ':e cov3ncmt , e.nd i n t !l0. m:x t he t :=:T s of 

th2 pure grGce of God in ~ivin& the cove~cnt . ferh~ps 

he is m.;:;aninc by [ race .s ome thing otl'ler than unmeritJd 

favour a.nd love - a more compr ehens ive and ·detail ed 

study --ould be necesE'Rry be for~ 1.118 coul d s a.~· 1' 1i th cer-
I' 

te.inty YJha t PJ.eani ng he e.ttc..ched to the conc-Emt of XC><(J') 
But v:hat is certain i.s tr12t the covenant 1 to l hilo, 

a gift of God to man. 

Further on, he e l r.bora.te .:: on th :?. n2.ture of th is 

Gift . Genes is 17:4, he notes , r ee.ds thus: 

"-Arld I J s ec; , l'f} covenan t ic with t hee.» 

Eis exposition of the~e v:or d8 t h.:;n follow.s: 

"'
1Th.ers e.rG vr'T/ m~.ny kin-is of COV·3D2nt , assur
ing DOUnti'3.9 P.rJ. t,ift <? tO trp 1'"0rt·h~r, nut the 
hif"h2s t form of' covenP.nt is rr 11y~ ;lf' ••••• 
For t0 E'IJlne i'cl:l ls ,. ont t .o ext ~nd Hi::: benef-ec
tions i!y oth·~·r rr:1er::.ns , earth, 'Iat8.r, air, .sun, 
moon, heaven, .:::.nd .oth.-:;r ar.epci1~2 not r::l3 t Gri a l 11 

but t o otl12r s by Hi!'1self alonG , m?..kin~ J1.i."'1-self 
th..; r.orti C'•n of t11o.se v:ho r...;c; i v :; Him~ '20 

19- Philo, Vo 1 V ( Lo~lJ) ~ p.l69 .. 
20.- 11.--.id. !·~ 8 171_, 1 .73 .. 

was 

• 



.. 35 ·-

1 o.ues tions .0 nc1 _:u1S1"ers on G3nt~sis 2.nd Exodus 1, Phi l o 

covJr s much the .s2r[lo eround , but w )_ t!" ti1'J sdJ.i. tion of 

one or t:··o ne1'' t hour!1 t r.: . We ere no1n t ol j thP>t, l:v:')cr:-.usJ 

of Abra.h2.'11 1 s blanH; l essnor.1s , G<Yt 8.p_E;o5.nt ;cl hi!T1 2.s 

11 t h2 r ·:? DO:'"'i.t crv ::-·.nd ~~'U:?.rdi J'I. n of the clivinr:~ 
cove nan tG 21 <{>uA<XK, v· Kod ~v\o<. Kc< -ri2v &-r::.t'wv 
£,<X-(h~K~V • ~ 

:n1c; dlvin::. covc m:wt cons .ist -: of 

11all t he incor porer. l nri:1c.inln S, :J~ c·rrn.s ::-.nrl 
m2P.suro.s f0r t h~~ wr10l~ of D-l l t r1e t hings of 
~'1hl ch th:i.G 1"0rJ..j Wi:lf: l11P·d~~ ~~ , 22-

Concc.i'·ninf Gon ef.i.s 17:21 , PJ1ilo r:ut;· f or·.:c.rd tt1c~ 

r:t ue .'3 t ion : 

nrlhy J.oe.s He ( God) 82.,\- , l /v1d ?"_/ covGna.nt I \': i l l 
r~~ te.blj_[3h l'l i t l: Isaac l''hOm Sc.rfl.t1 sh.~'. ll b;;e.r .. • I "? II 

S 1 o(e~t<~ t o on2 sr;nE:e : 

71Just 28 in hu.nv-n f, , O(e~l(O( (s som~ vc r .:on.: an~ in-
scr.l_be:.l a.s he :l.r[" , ~~nd s bm:~ s.r .: count';d ~··o rthy ')f 
f?).fts , 1r1hi •-;11 tlr:y rac.:.;iv2 f'~om th ·: h~'~irs , eo elso 
j_n th ·~ O .. iv.tnc £ux.~~K"7 he 'L(" in~crj_bGd A.r: heir :::> 
who i.: by lv:>"tur e a r,oo:J. rLi .. s c i plc of God , •.. • 11 -~·3 

Hc:.re , 1"i t hout rJ.ouht , Phl l o ts u::3 i np £iO(fj~K~ i n t he f.Cn.s-8 

of ' Vli 11 ' or 1 tr.s t!:lrrwnt '. Such w:e,::e doP.s , of court=;e , 

cor respond in ~.t lees t one j.m-ror t.~ nt r0Sf'·:; c t' '"i th 1 'h'=' t 

tl!G c ovenant is r-ometh.i..ng giv.Jn by God and r ecG1Ved by 

me.n . 

B.,im=:.l ly , '."e me.y exe.min (~ briefly 1 hr. t Ph11o hR~~; t o 

sr.y about '8:x::odu9 24 :8B; 

2 1-· In t his snctlon , thd :\rmeni-?n uses t ·:~o dif.f(~rent 
'"O~dS for S1o<~1<~ , n!lJTl'"~ ly I OUXt I 2.nd 1}-:-t::tkar::l.n I • 

(Phllo , Supplem~~nt 1 - Lo~~b - I> · 229 , footnot.;) . 
22- Ibtd~ p. 230 . 
23- Ibid . p . 262 . 



11P2hol:l t:·v] ll lnrYI of t lt::: covcn c:-r t !'h 1 ch tt1 2 Lorrl 
cor,v·12rd ~d you con-:~(~rn.; n.r; .,ll tft,;;s .. : 1"0rd2 . 11 

Blond, he S>ys , i~ 0- r:ymbol of ~~~~.n;.-hJ p . Tllcn ; rr~~ t ···o 

~r·i n;Jc-· o+· 1<-1· nc-'n i T' - · - • • • • .1. _. ·- 1. . , 

snrin'! - -.> 

11 th\; ·rorClE' ~•1d t ··1 ; 'JOluntcr,1r lr ·· .::
t c;::.cl1Gr l1P .? proc.le.i.rr.~ d a rYl t c:.ur::ll t 
l c "'.r t'll. nr· :"'• <:.' h-"i n'-~ r;'l() r> t n r• c( l<:: ~ 0 1'' \/ . - • --, , -• • \.1 -~ ' I • ~1 1., - ...,. , I .J I - I . ·..-~ J ' 

cord ~nc1 c:Q.(lr:mni t y . " 2<1: 

l'" hj ell th ~· 

to lover~ o.f 
( t1Prll.; ly) c rm-

l S 1 t • , • (' I' • t. I I dT c n e r e r .Jonc ~ ln 1 . c . ~lnSl1p , cnncor , cr 

1 com:.Jllt'lity 1 ) 1.--h t ch Go'1 l:1 P.>C ~.c:t;:l;li:.'~:~Jd "'Jti1 !nOJ1 on t 11·: 

lev~l of hJc soul . 

(c) 6.io(G~K'!1 in the r;·rlt5_ ,.,,...:: of Jnsc~r·.huP. . 

In thr; orlf,:~ of til e J,~r-- i~ h l1 i;.: tor:L2n , Joc, ; -rh~: s, t!1c: 

t:;rm ~~.x.&~f<', i~ u~ c.:d J n itc-: :--J:c l L]D'l'·"tic s;;n.[3 ·..., r,f l l,:l j_ ll_l 

or 1 te~· t ~.rno nt ' . 25 T!1c v:~ rb S, olT;elf 1 i.~ [' l.so found in 

::. siJ.ti l r..T .s ~nf ,' (t\nti.quith) ~·· 13, 407 - T~v' (.:>o<..rr-1 ~t-;'oN 

b 1 ~9ero ) . 2·6 

fectu:"'.l :- nd 8CCr'1in:·l." d ~vo:Ld of t i1 ~ olo.• 5.ca..l i ntc r r r c -

t ;:- tion . u _;_;.; r :-·f',! r .-:;_nc:.:>."1 to t '·l· D·L' "' l."' " ~ -, 1' '1.tt :ljn - CO'lCl lP rl 'L - - -" -- -- . ; .. J. t \J ·'·"-· · - J (, ·. _,.. _, .... 

lar[':-::; ly in rm t ~·lropom.0rDh:Lc t :~P1 : - God t8 o~1c hi~to.r5 c r·.l 

CJ'r:.rPc t nr :tr:1onr, rn :::-.!.!.~r . ?..7 

24~ 

.25-
26-
?.?-

Philo , Sun:-. l ·:;'1l c:! Yl t ll - Loe b - m • 7'1- 8 . 
:'..rnd t [' !!.l G:ln.r.,rich ' 0 ]l . c i.. t . ' '1.rt:i c L; on b I 0( e, l<'( o 
Ibj.d . ' '"'T tl_ Cl.~ on bto(T(e1f' I . 
ThJ t i c: t [1·;; i.~· tr·r:;s~: i.or r;:·1ncd n~om ' nJrw~::o l of 
1 :!nt :LCJ.•Ji t L~G 1 , Boo!~ 1 :VII~-XIII c:;,:h ::: ..., cc mu1 t of 
,\bn>.lr .. rr: ' -~· l.i..f ·; ) , r n~l :SOak III :V (tl:'1·] ;:-;ccount of 
c l· "'~ ~ ) 'l-1r"'"'"' l""t' nn b1- {;7 ·:.Jh~ c.: t(l!' i n T r:: ''' ~·rork'~ ,__), '. l ' v.L - r .ce1.:.> CA. J l. .. . .I' Vl • • , _L..__. --· .L . .... • • . ~ 

of Jo::;e: r11us ' . 



11UJ'Ol1 the l.'i hole ' a m2n th.:::t T>ill ncru.8 'J this 
hLstory , mr;.y princip~ll.'· ler.rn fron: it ; thP.t ~11 
Jvents succoed well , cvnn to an incredible de~ 
grec, nncl th'J r2r·e.rd of f(;lic]_t , .. i.s prorosocl b~r 
God; but then it is to thoSf.) thr.t fo l lOi'7 his 
vr}.].1_ , ~.n.J. do not venture to 'br;_~r.k hL~ r;XCr?lltJDt 
leJ•rs; ... and VHt E:o fA..r P.s men :ny l"e.y apost~tize 
from ti'L~ accur8.te obscrve.tion of then:, ;"~P.t Ti'2.s 
practic!:'. l hc.for;:; , bc~co·rt 'J c: irnprnc tlce.blc , P..nd 
1.rhat:-oever ti1cy set :::bout :=;::; e. {?:ood thin:. is 
convcrtr:;;"l into P.11 incu.r<lb lc; cnl~rrJ.i tv: - and now 
I exho.rt ?..11 tho.se thr1.t neru..::~~ tge.c~J bool.\s to 
e.n ply th;.-.i.r minc.t.c: to God • • . , ."""tl 

In other ~·:ords, tho;·e '"ho r-.;c .. cl n f th<-~ might.)' F.·.cts of Gnd , 

r:.::: recounted hy Jn ~i.:)JlhUf', r.rc:: un:~ccl to turn to Hi'T! . As 

':TO h2.ve .S·JGn in tho c112.ntcr on the Old 'l
1

c~.stune 11t , this 

tra.in of thou.s::tJt j_ ~; qui tc in l{'cepin::r \" .i th th c cov::ns.nt 

concept . God CJS tablir:5hGs i-i.i.s covGnr-n t hi rto.rically by 

Hi::, mighty acts, ~ncl .it is for Isr2..e 1 to respond ... · 

(d ) 6. t«.9~ t<:t'j in t;:1c ADocrypl12. aVJcl Pseudenirrapha, 

.1-Vr.onP. thJ bool<:S of tht) Arocryph8.' thG term f: to< e~ f(~ 

occurs tl1~ le1.rgc:f t numh3r of tir•1iJ8 ( 2.2.) in E:cclc:.sio.s

ticus . 29 In th~ course of these occurrPncas ~~ ~re 
c;.blr: to flnd. ·2X)::'rC!Sf:ed e.ll tY}e imnorte.nt C>Pr1r.;ct c of 

~lole~K11f that have r ' ' t~n m-.;ntion2d to d E'.te . The r e j_s , 

for GXCll'l!l' le , th'J ?; l~ry~nt Of.tht; tlivinr; promir'0 , which iS 

s22.n nPrt icu l~.rly in tr18 Y'<'.::::Safre 41 ~ 1 ff . , d~aling •ni tl1 

t!!c F~. thcrr of I.sr;c 1 1 s J:'1is tory . Com..rncntine on 44 : ll, 

R . ~. Charle2 point~ out: 

11Cov,;n:=tnt' in Eon- Si.re. r s phrnseoloey mer=tns al
·;!c.ys 3 _:::racious !1rorn.ise by God . Th£; covcn2.nts 
in t r: ·.; author's •nind are: not only those v1ith 
Abral1am e.~1d !'.Joah, but rtlso those inith Fhineas , 
.:.aron , end Davld . " 30 

'1'l1us , s.s 3nn-SirP. r~coLmts th0 story of these f Pmous 

men, tl1:; pror:J.i~e of God is n:;pc:J ~t cd1y emphe.sised , e . p • 

..in 44:18, 22; 45:7; 47:11 . But the e l ement of morc.l 

r:;s_ponsibilit,~r to the coven8.nt iP elso .fou(1d r egul8.rly 

- -----
2 ...... o -
29-
30-

Ibid . p . 24 . 
Eatcft -;:._nd Hedn~th op . cit . 
R.H. ChP.rlcs -( ed.) - 1 Arocry:nhe. 2.nd Fseudepi,crapha 
of th.G 010. TePtP,ment 1 , Vol. I , p .. 481 . 
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in Tl:cclu.'L ~ ln nart.i.cul::->.r ··tJr;rr; tlr; covJnPn t Ls cquntc;d 

to the 12.\" or the Comm2.nCl YI_(;n t f: of God , ''hl ch I.c:r;::v_;1 

~us t observe Pnd obey ( c . ~ . 2~ :~3, 28:7 ; 39:8 ; ~2:2; 

4t)~ .s) . In one of t h c-;.r.;t':; r ef:::rr; nccs, .'t;<rnAl,Y 24·2.3 , th:; 

}("f;t;_Sl inC Of tl1G U:•.1·: or· COV--:nan t .i.E' ?. l.c:o c;q_l.lC' t ._::(} r.-• j_ th th;; 

tcr.1l tv.risdorn ' , t11o<.81k~ j_n othc::r IJaE:-E::rc :.s csrritJS t he; 

~e~ninp of ' de ~ree ' or ' jU1t~menti of God , q~ in 11:20 

~here it h~s the senccl of 2n 'allotted task t ); 16:22; 

38:33. On t~o occaEiOD9, 14:12,17, tho COV0nrnt with 

m.:.n :nust die . (Cf . Isa o ?_[;: 1:1, lf:3) . 

11 (/~.brahe1n ) l<:r;nt th~ l :::Y of t; h , ~ :::o.0.t Hi g11 , ?nd 
';''O-S 1n cuvnm·n t ·.' 1 th ctirnn - 46VcTo &v 
blo<e-qK1;1 fer' o<'UTou o 

1'hr:3 Hcbrev.1 equ1 vaL;n t 1s : 

J()Jl J/''l).J. X)i 11 1 ~.Y SliYYJ /l)(/) 1LV>~-
11 ( Abr0.hmn) 1-:: ~ ; 9t th -'-': sorn11sndmen t of t i1e Mos t 
'f-lJ' ~h ~--:.n r~ ~'>f1t'>>~er'1 ]. ntO ~~ crqr :,nr.::nt Pi th F l' n1 ° 
6 •. _ t._. ' ._. _ .J.. ~ _ ~ .... J. \., .{. _ , , , ·~ \ I l ) . _ - - ..., L ~ e 

t ") r ·r •q CO" 'Y)l e '-- al'T Ol''-- o··· lr ·,-·nl.'ng· "ith - h:.:>.t ',!_T(l __ 1kD01" of ,_t.. j .!. ~.-.. ... l .:!..r. . ..._ L ~ .·. .J. L .!.. ,;, ),. ~ ... - -~~· ~ ·-· .. _ ~i- • 

th·:~ divin ;; covc:D:::.nt , for .tt do-:; r:! ::-pn2r.r th:~.t .i t i s 

tivc of God ,. 

Tllc~ t r::: f'ln ~ t!)l9~K11J ,o:o. 1so nccur r fr~q_uc:ntl.' -" in I c: ncl 

1~2) 2r..d ·rtl on '.l obl5p;:t tion (e . c; . l L"n.c(~ . 1 : 57~ 2 ~ ?. 0 , 27, 

50, "h c~r2 UtT r..nd cov8n<:.nt a r c synonymous) . 
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T"lisdorn of So l omon 1 Juclith, '?.n:::1 :S2.ruch , ~::e.c11 u;.; ._; tl1e 

\·Of'd OnCC~ ~'Jith the :J:Tiph.:'.SiS Of r~roml~C D t.[OSt int\..~f'.JS -

ly 2 jJ.nilr-.r to t h0 promJs.-; of tl1e I'·ic;v; Covenr.nt in Jere-

tl1::t cr.r.tivlt,;· for Isrr.J.el ·pould brin.s- wJtt; it n;pcnt::::ncc 

and e. final r:;s tore.tinn tc' p;.lc:.r::tinc: 

"I r'ill nl~l{C :::>'1 cw'!rl!C . .stinrr covertl:l.r1 t. v.·ith them 
to b~ th2ir God , 2~1 they i~~ ll bG My neor1e; 
::-nd I ··· ill no :·;on; remove MJ r·eo.:rl~; of Irrf'J.el 
out of t}1r=> l<:'!Yl tl'lr-t I t1!?.VC g1v' ·n tl1 -~;·:; . " 

F • ~11 th;; t> ('J ,.Je/ 'c '~(->{j 0' lv~b·~'f' f tl' r..:, ,'ls lnr:. y ' ' f:. ITt1 Q V' r 1<1 .l·.> u . . -·. . . . m. . \, 0.. - ~ 

ln the writj_ngE nhicl!. wr~ ~;nO"I ::'.~ t!rJ Pseudcr1g-r:::~pll a., 

r•:hcre the S0tfle f-1.2T1 .. ~cts nf nrnrr:i ~ e (.;._r. . Asc . Moses 1:9; 

11~17; P.s . Sol. 9:18) enc1 ~f\or-?.1 orl.L~Et.ion or La.v1 (e.f:S . 

special intor':st . In Ass . Mos2s 1: 14, 1-:losGs S'1'Jc of 

11 Be <.lcsigned Pnd devis:;d rr1~; , ;..nd He nrenB.red me 
befor8 th~ foundetion of thd worlJ , ~hel I should 
be t'1e r:12di~~tor of His covon.:1n t . " 

This is th~~ fir2 t tirne thP.t we hr.vr.: rnr~lo mention of e. 

covcnRnt havinp 2 me~i2tor. The SP~J thought i9 follo~-

ed un in th8 Epist 1::? to t h r; ~ebrov~ , VJhGr•:: Christ is 

described P..E' t :.1n Medj_P,tor of R. n..;;:1 cove.!1~nt . 3 1 The 

oth~r ref~roncc of sne ci~l int2r cst is found in 

Ps • So l. 10 : 5 -

"For the tes tirnnwr i~ .Ln thL~ l~"w of the e tern::-..1 
cov2nan t - th ~:'! tcs U.'non}T nf t ~1e Lor d is on the 
V'r-.ys of men in (His) vi E.:it~tlon . 11 

In CtlP.rles ' Co·l'lm,_: nt!:'.ry , t!)iS :i.e lnteror..; t ed to mean 

th~, t tlw t·:;st:i.mon,y of t'l0 Lnrd J.~; fou~i in Hl2 visi

tc>.t ion of mon in tlv,;lr d8.j_ 1,\" 1.i_v•.;E: . 32· Il1 other v·ords , 

' tile l 2s1 of thn ntern::.l cov0n~nt' is here paralJel ed lf. i th 

the inti:'~:::t·=: ne:r~on!:!.l re lr-~tiom~hip b8 t 111:::.-:n Ys.lT"eh ?.nd 

Eis peor-le o 

z,l- See tr1e che.ptEr on buxG, '(''1 in the !·18~" T82t -?ment for 
e ~ore de taile d dis cussion . 

:32- Che.rles , o·n. cit . , Vol. II , p . 643 . 
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'rhu ov·..,r2.ll pictur .. 1 trw .. t vic hc.V(; obt.-.:.inc~d of th;:; 

U.Si;.fC nf ~ !o(&q K"'j in the .::,.nocrypha ::J.nd f'S(HJdop.igrr.pl'W. 

18 thus r ···:Jll- b2lnnced on-~ , in ~·.'hich tix~ rUvine nror,'l-

i9~, or the divine decree , ir strccQeJ , but in ~hich 

?lso t!le moro.J. r ccponsibilitv of Isre..el to obc:_y Gcrl' S 

L f"''"1'1l 
•C.,.' ic fF~P.tur;Jd prominently . 

Th·~ Ccwc:m::'nt Conc:;nt in th·=J R:-'obLnic Writinrs . 

Dilljf>ton'_' , in r:li .':cu~· ninp: thr::~ ' o.rl ;: of A. E:L\cl1L:r in 

11Stud t;· s i.n Sin co.nd f.ton~.~r:t:n t in t!K: rtr.l.lbinic LJ_ tern ture 

1 the cov~Jn(' nt 1 , tn r~;;.lJ!1inic 1 Ti LJnt:E, \'.''='.S r.o.nplctcl~r 

3:1 
.synonyr.10uc · i til 1 the IJ·.W r or r t:1e con··r:r:.nd:·•:;n ts of Go-:1 ' ~ · 

1 t was ~ l v·:n one::; .for ,""ll by God . 

D.tlliston;; n•e.l~:r;~·· t :1c crj. tici·.~r: t11~• t BlichL:r h?.::: rJrn'."n 

o.ll t.n n texts illnctrP.tinr l)i.~· viiJ\"T.'Oint from Daut~.::ro-

nornlc or T'o:::·t -Dcutr~nmomif' sout~c~;~, ··hi lc~ tgnor.int J , E, 

L t .''• .. : lf ~c tu~ lly hr·d tt.i.E:' bi.0 ~ . :PllC! r.ovnn".nt r,? 1~~ tlon-

ch.i.n ll:-'.1.1 crv-1~ in JuJ <'.if:-'m to b.:: t~r-r rnl; ·<:l :'.L .~m· t oxc lu-

.:::ivcly as :-> I\ln~:-subj r~ ct or Lorcl- s.~rv1~:·1t relc~tionship , 

" ,;:::: t ..., tJ li. ~ .t'h;d onc2 for a ll, u·1chc".n~ing in its~ 
.r - l'. . ··r ~ t ·· ..... - . Y'l ' '" ~-1bl '' .• n . t c:: j:>m~nd" 1! ..?4 c:J. {lr: '~·11 ... · .;lu l:tC-".01.~. ,, .l l ,._ • t.: •• r:. ...; • · 

W .0 . D.:o.vir~ :;. d ;sc rJ br:;::· th}s H.-;.bbinic Ci•lphc.sif' in 

.n "! ~ ., J J. -... 
1 t ll..: ~- (\[1:" o:r ti1~; CClV()nant 1 ' r:ni YP.!T'd1 '.'C'S n "!~ ?J!.J. 

' Lord of trl~ Covc n·:nt' . Tt;u:-' Rabb:L Elit::zl~ r b . ' /U'P,k 

c:Juld 'nri t c : 

~3- Dil lis~on~ , o~ . cit . , nn . ~3 ff . 
::A- Iblcl . n . 4·1 . 
35- 1 Pru l Ct:J\1 HP.bbintc Judnism 1 , py;. 259ff . 
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;'::::- ~ wotC11fvl j_n t~K- ~~ tn-1\r o:r:' t ll: Tor~· r1 ~ni knmv 
· ·t~:--.t ~n.s"·dr t o ":·i vc t o tJ1::: unb.~ l i.1~vr]r , -=-.n.j l e t 
no~ on.• l'C.rd in trh: Torr'l1 be fors:::ot t ,;n by tr:.~\::~, 
::> f! (J }mo· · lJ:·~forc l''horn thou ·; oilu.s t , ~n.J Pho i~ 
~ ~ , : ! 7-¥ ?- II • 36 

2uch ~ r ·.! l <:l.t ionc..h.tp lrnn l i ed j_up licj_t ob.:;cli.:;n=~·; r'nu :.b-

11We tJ:::ve rocolv~rl for :. lon:- ti.t') t o l 'J .c:ubi ... :c t 
(bov>-C::-0t:tv' ) rwitt"J<:>r to th·; Ror:E·.ns nor to .:->ny

body e l:se, ox cent t0 Gort u.J.on.-:: , for }·:n r- lon; i.~ 
tt ~ ~ tru·: ::·mJ ju'· t ),·,_.st:.::r (bE:a-i'GT,s ) of rr,·Jn . 'r ,...-.7 

I'lt·t to ~cl:no' l !J 11 :.~ ;_"!. v~.:- t c:r was to b ~·comc a n l_~.:f> o.n(l 

t h€ (lu t•.r 0f' Pn IJ...Y \'2.<: to o1). __ .y . H:-\nc~_; to :: cc,:;nt th·:J 

y o!_-:l; of tik ~~i11D'~hin of GoO (tl',}J(!} !1-t::>l{.) '?i_y) ITli.:V'!lt 
q - T : -

.;.cccptin.g· tr1e !l i ~ Y} 7i ..Y (yo!G~ of tl: i.; corr. !P.Pd·nr:nts ), or 

t !F: ill i T-1 il 7 ;·~ (yo!ce of t 1-y; Le' ) • Toe· ' · ord.s of Gn\1 ."' t 
T -

111':0w th.~ t y:_:,..,.h::-v; r·.cc :nt u -:1 my l-cingE11in , c.cc'-~n t 
'Yl ~T (it')CreeS • 1! .:,8 

91 t.:'1•) 2:Trcr; , th :~ J'rOi.,.,j_c·, , th .. Cli( .. Di t y , tl1 :; jO,YOUf 
rn .<;: ponE: -~-j_n-111e ; t in,... , o-r· th·:: cov~:n;::n ts of '\.b
.r~.h2 r.~ a.n:~ tht..! pro:pl1ets? n;)g 

Dr . S . C:'Jl .r:L'·r! , hi.~tE.'r: lf o .. Jewish .R~.bhi , IJrotests 

:.:: tn1I1::.J-.Y tho.t these e.Jen1ent:. 11r.ve net be 'n l o.: t . Th. 

LJt:.::> U~ tic one. I.r '."CtUP.1 f a c t it ~-~.:: , in ori:·in , tho 

mo:.~t intime.t .J a n:1 t e nJor of a.ll re l~-cinn.shJns . 40 Pu t 

he does not ~.ttempt t o ;:(·: :nl"~.in th.:} idr}n tific~ tion be

tween v-:.w ll(ld. c~ve~0 n t: 

36-
3'/-
f'" 0 
L)i._ l .... 

z,:.~l-. 

40-

Thiel. 
!11 ld . 
I bid . 
'Q.illlt: to."1 .~ ' nr . 
1 Eo:··;r>. Con~: , .. ~nt ·~: 

r~ ·L t . , n . 4!.J • 
in Mi.dr!"~ h ~·L1 Tu.l mud 1, p . g:, , notu 4:?:· . 
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" 'ro the Ro.(Jbis t ht? To r"='t": i s Isrc:.f;l's m2.rriage 
doc~lPlGnt 4l wr1ict1 11 r:.d contr!'l.ctcd trw 11ond v1t th 
God i n to G.n everl;~.s t i nij· covenPnt . Trh::: r e i c <-·m 
e l cm ·.nt of mysticism .1 !1 t in s t twur:ht. Nuvor
thc L.:.s::-: it ra\re rts (~ to 2. m<J ticu. lou2 obse rv.::..ncc 
of cvc~ry l e t te r of t h:~ v.:•,·; , ~.nd prompted th :J 
t c ;:'.c rJr;rs of Judaism to doc l r:.r o :· tAlhosocvor , 
thr; .. up;h nec: l e ct, forr:e t s e. vr ord of his 1tj~rn ing 
brj n ::;~ tt~e exiln unon r1i.s ctli l d ron P..nd de DriV·J E) 
h1ms c-~ .lf of h.ls grec.tnc.ss . • . . • Isrc!.l~ l ' s loya lty 
tc tl!e ToJ.'P.!1 was hf~r loys.lty to tl'Jn n1artt.s.1 l)ond . 
" ..•. Co.n::tf•nt 2-nd unint l;rrupt!~d to .:L line i.n 
Tor2...:.1 was o. J.1r.i.Il1Pr '! c ond~t1on i:i' Isr.,.., .. ; l \· rc r e to 
s us t :>. in tlv:; covc.. n;.lu t ." 4 .:_ 

I n t l!.' Rr:.bb.inlc littT £-'.. tur;:; , thi s GrrmhP.sis on Qb-

serv::nc.::; of t J·v: Tor~i1 unfortun~'-V! l.Y obccurud the 1o l e -

th~ p.rom i.se, t!1e .in t i r;10 .. te .::- nn joyow~ ne r .s onc> 1 r:.:; l ?.tion

sh i D s ougl1t b,y Dil1is ton~.J ~ rc:ceJ. ,.;.j into t h,~ bnclT round , 

~n.J. t1loir .s G.crr."~·.:nt;:·.l JYprr:.s.:~ ion in the Ollsc:rvc::,nc8 of 

1:.J'u Tor2.l1 V:n5r~d t o b.:: 8omu ~· n e ml in itself . Such ~\'P.S 

tlv~ s i tu ;. ti..on tn !··t St . F?.ul f J lt co.l l cd upon t o r oinedy . 

(f ) Tll·J Cov·Jm .. ~ll t Conccn t in the Qumr2n Communit'.r . 

t o E:t:: t .~ q_utte cs t 2gort ca.lly t h:- t the ' Zac1okitc8 1 or 
r 

1 .Sons of ?.r,dok ·:·cr _; no t t o 1')8 idem tified ''Ji t l1 the: .sect 
4 :) 

of t,,:c ' ~.ss ~nes r, 0. lthoug:1 stmi 1ar :i.nmc::.ny t~esne c t~ . 

Since the: (liscovcry of tJi.:; Dr;r.d See. Scro 1112 , hov·ever, 

E:h i p bt·~ t:tJw:n tlw ' ES~7cnes 1 r n j the Qumra n Community, :>..nd 

t h·:; re l·:' t i on or t 1:e ' Srm:-: of ZP.dok ' tr' both . ThAse dis -

C'J<: s i ons l i.e out2i dc tl~e [:COP8 of this ther: j_,s , n.nd it 

,,,j_ll be e.:::.smae cl her~ tha t; t lv; Esscnes and. the; 0,urnr P.n 

Commun:Lty wer e idJnticr-~ 1 , 44 r.n:.J th2. t the ' Sons of Zad

ok ' cops t i tut~d th~ r ulinf pri~s thood of this Commun-

i t .v . 45 

41- It Wi ll be recolle cted tnRt t hd prophe cy of Hose~ 
is centred ~round t he figur~ of ~ brok8n ~~rrir~~ 
between Yai1werl ~nd Isr rc l. 

42-· Colema n , op . c i t ., PI' • 83~4 . 
4~~ Opo Cit . Vo l . II, p . 790 . 
44~ C· Vermes 11Th) D·-·"cl ~, ..., C'Cr"' l 1 "' l" n "'rc:li chH n l ..... • - l "" \..,..~. ~h .. : ... 0 'J L:.:: !.'.J 1(_: ...... ~ .. ' .... • ;) . 

See P-lso V . Schubert - 1 The; Do.?.d Soc. Community 1 , Pl' . 75·-79 " 
~5- Vermes, n-p . cit. p . 18 . 
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t:l·' co·;~J~1-'.nt of Go.i , .. itl1 t1-w pr-.trir.r ct-,c ·:r~8 iJ tt~rn~1 

. t16 
'"'mi. indlE.:~o 1ubl:; . I n th(~ , .. ord~.: 0f the D::-11::--.r·~ur. Doc-

urrk:nt , 

~ 1 .:\br::-h:-:..I"1 • • • ~·J:-> .. •: 2.rcountr:ct fr.tc~r.J o~ ~o(l r,. e~u~·.:; 
}1.· 1 ~:.'Tlt Ul~! ~0mm!:l.nc1rn·mtr-- o:.· Gorl ~~0. ·u1 r.ot 
cl!cv):"3 .. : h5.[-'! n"·n \'111. .·.rtr'i h? 1F'W1./l. thc-1 ~o··n 
to I~::>.nc ··.•1 ~ J-:l..cob , '!lr. 'c;r·t thc:'J , ...,n,.i '''Cr r .: 
conlr_d a.:-: fric-:n·! s of Go·:l ...,~·yl T''"'.r t v to t1i··· covc
nc-nt for :~v~r . II ( DE-.JTI.:'.fCU'~ i(1 l l:: rr'r .4. ) 

·Phc.,:;· h:c-~1 frJn:::!"·.l;:,_;n t.t1t. cov.:1r~1t of Gc.: "'.111 foJ 1o,·',•J tllcir 

o• ·1 r:Jb'-. 11i ou[-'! '''111 . 4 7 In spitl} or t!1:l.s , God 112<1 ~or·c-

rl~"·r,~n ~ w ~;;-_~ · ·:)u1-:-l hol-·1 f ··.rt to t0 ;ir f::-.i t h , ~'"!':i tJ~. · cov ·

n<:>.n t con~:.inuccl to .r:~r.1: 111 v· 1 !. d fnr t J.l.:; i.r .'3~.kns . 48 

Tl1::-; :ut;l.C;'~"' Go:·· Jt.mity lY·l:tr.:v :d i~h~ t t hr-;." ::n:.1 t 1'L:~.

rw 1;. (:Onst 1. tut•':d t:lt..: fr'.:i. tilful r r.;m!1°.nt. of Ir r~'·: l. .(\9 

unit.··d '· i th th ~~ 

r:i.llfUl h·~!~.tt:-:;~·1 , ~~:.J thc:r :foroJ , '"'C~t.)rding to t"'') W...,r nL 1 lG , 

l . 1ff . , .,: .. ~.r-;:; t n h.~· ~0un t , :d. '"''!onr· ~: i!.: ~ ons of cl::Tknc·r.:.~· . 50 

in fupcnrt of tl1.i.: corwictton the cor:Hunit\" turn ,d to 

JJr,;n1lr.h 31:31- Go.J 1 [ . prorni,<_~_; of ::-.no,," c ove::n!'.nt ·v-ith 

~l l [.- rn.,·; 1 tt1~.t cou1:J n~~vn,' ::;:-~ ln he hrol~.:-~n . Ti1P.. t tl1::-:y 

<16-
1?
AG-· 
1.19-
c;o-
:J l-

IlJi.r1 . n . :34 . 
:::Groul)!_j-'t , on . cit . n . ~0 . 
"'J.·~, .... 0 "' -nl' j· n '4 c-,t.-1111-) Vi~.!\.;:.;~ ' '' • \. I • . • '· ' , •• ..'l.J .~.· 
<.."'ro'·'Jl'h·,~t- . ro1"t n ,,,, 
0\, 1 

: {I);,__.. I ' () l } • \ , . e • •· 1': t 

Ibid . -
Il::tLl. n . 23 . 

rt , (' 1 t . 80- ['.2 . 
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i:.:. r:~ 
r V"' Ol1\!!''0" c.• 11- . <J 
I.• I./ ! .l (,..o olr \,...-l~ •• :J . 

1'>:: C(rimu.n.t ty j/L~; o,_' f,s_j_ t~1ft! 111t::2~! V) t lL· Dt''.. r.;DVC -

11"Dt ··:c·.r:: t 1·:e scrr•e >._s W<:s cu.:.--r ~'·:~t in ~ud",i:"l,i '='.t tiY: t:1J1le, 

J. .e. ne .r.fe.r~t r:-~becl.i=• .ne.• . .: to th:·} L:-·' c,.e M·-,_Qes ~.nrl tl'1c Prop· 
~;\ 

~·l ~.": t s . ' ~ ~ ;: -ll) . .;r ~: r\ 1:···. cl O:C.!d t ll ::/~·\:: \-~: J. 'l'.:EJ to 

~r·r fY;rl '1 • ,j.-1() not b :·]' n cl on ., 0£> ~orl I .~ '· ~ ... ~ • "-"'1 .!. , : t ·~ _ ;::1 1 _ _.. 1 >.J '-- ... 

r-:..7 
strer~t . t !! . ·-

LL:- ~ wu.ter, Tr:ou 
Th.~r COV~!'l'"'Jlt . 11 

sucl1 

')?~~ :~.c:;utl'_~rt (on , cit . P . :·-:·;) 5.:- not ccrt.o..:Ln -.--hc: t tl·.~: r 
1Da.mo.?c:usr i s r .. ;r·nt to h2 tql:~~n 1j_t~:rr:-.11V or firu.rr .t~ 'r,·-1:·. 

s:- Verme~, op . cit . n . 30 . · 
" ~- Ib.ifl.. . 
:~,5- Thi <l r ~6 

- - ..• ·.. 0 ... • , _ J • 

~~o- I1J.J.:! . .r . 3? .. 
3 7-- ~;c i:1, r-, --~ r· t , o _: • c it . n . 83 • 



:tn.d 

- t15 -

·:h r.m111 ,:~r:i. E't) , th:U: Cornmu.nl ty, th,.: Cho~:.: n Fe r·r l·; nf 

11 to l··e. a. 'r·-·fu."",; ' in.r f']'_:l~--~rs nl' ri'"j't:wusn·.~ss 
('1U"'l'l-, 1'1 t"''"' a.a - --(11' +' 'LJ1'=>.l ;·:7 1 c·'' ···}n(''~c- 11' 5ci )_ J :::l . h... '::/ ~ " . .l. - \.A: . w ... 1\.•...- • . ..... ..... ' 

11 t!J WCL~:·~: t: ~-, eC'Ci1~.tolo_gir:r·l. {&!' Of V<~l1f•.)".fi C('; 
nguin··:t; tl1e !·l.:.~a i-.!1;;'1 nn.tjnns !1 ;")9 

11 "'-rl n. .. tJ"l. :r' •.. ...,11 .... :, "· ;· r.r ·- c·'LOU" cor'1"'·r-c::to "'n IJ • LA w . ' . l ~ ..... ' ll ~- J I..A ' l ' ...... •• . .. .J - - ... I,U 1,... - ! l\.. ' 

w~1oE' e fCJW"'dr:.tjJ·~•: .. <.::!all_ n:!.i.t11r:r rock nor ~:way 
in t;l'J e ir plr--r: c; •• • • a Hnuse 1:f F\.!rf·'Ction uflrl 
'l1T"t.1 tn Jcra..e1. t1 ,t.tt tl!ey rn'' Y e~: t~.hlJ.~·'1 o. 
Sov:nr•1t "'.crnrr1. inf" tr_! tlH2 everl~.::tLn "' P.r··~·;Pt s. 11 

( C0r:n1u n i. t ,, r\Llle VIII) . , · 

- 000·-

58- Venne£, o~ . cit . p . ~2 . 
59- Schulx: r t , op . c.ii~ . I" · R1 . 
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C!-L-\PTEE THREE - 'riB US .DE OF b. IA0HI<H IN TH?; NE''V TEST/Jv~t~ T. 

'l'tlo Soptuat;int 1.'1 f~s ttl,~ onl y B1.blz:; of the Chr i.s t ic:tn 

Churc t1 dur1.n::_; tho fir~ t 400 years of its existence • 1 

It v:8.s the record Gf God ' s der..lings with His cho~'en pc~orlr.: , 

c:md , .s ieee the Church SP'.I it se l ,.., r .E the succec.sor to Is -

rae l, nosse9sed of all t h·:: privi l ef,GS thr.t b::;lon,ef?d to 

I:::T8,r_;l (Eph. 2:19 , l PG t. 2 :9, etc . ), t he Ol d TcCtPment 

Scriptun;s noP b~J c arne t .ll\~ r t.J cord of God ' s dee. line ;:: nith 

~is Church . It ic r 3sconab l e to expe ct , then, thr.t the 

:ideas 1Nh l.ch predominr:. t ed i n thu Old Tos te.mcn t ~~1ould ho.vc 

Dl['.ycd r:. 1.:.r3r-: PC' rt in !'omul a t ing ee r l y Chri2ti.P.n t hough t , 

ancl :?ou l cl hP.V8 formed tr10 basis of the Nm·; Test&ment 

\'Iritings . Dr . SnRith he.;~ demonstrated admJ r e.bl y that 

thls is so - that idGqs such as ' love ', ' rieht aous noss 1 , 

and ' .spi.r-i t 1, ;:h:Lch are so irnport~mt in the 0 ld Tes t arncnt, 

::trs al so to be found 2-- t the .hear t of I\I.:;r' Tes t eJ.nent t t;ach-

:Lng . 2 I-Ie remind2 us , hov,cver , that t heE!e id<;A.s P.ppear in 

g n(:;'! lieht c-.s e. rocu lt of t he Ince.rnation . 

!1.s '.~!e s-?J~~7 r..t the beginni ng of Chctpte r One , the con

c::pt b1i6~ ,<1 pl ays r:m import::mt part in the LXX , n.r-•d . 

occurs no fe'·-er tht=~.n 352. time[> (includin~ the t.pocr:rph:::. ). 

nc::nt ly in tl1c Fem Test r·.rncnt ~:Ti tings . In actun. l fr~c t, 

how?VJr , tho ~ord is us2d on no more thRn 33 occ2s ions 

i n the l':cw Testamen t . Of these, more tha.YJ. hr. lf r.ppe;:,r 

in one Book , the Epist l e t o the Hebr ev:s , 3 whi l e 7 of tho 

33 occurre!lces are found in quotetions from the Old 

Testsmen t , ~nd n.n cquP.l numbGr in specific refer ;nccs 

to the 0 ld TGs t 2![!Cnt cov2mmts . 4 

1- Snaith , or, . c i t . p . 160 . 
2- I bid . nn . 159ff . 
3- ~'-10U.l ton-, T'J.F . , ::tnd Go den , 1\. . s . - I A Concordance to 

the Grecl( Test8.m.•::nt . • 
4- I bid . 
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follo~'in~ ch2ntcr r ill then di2cuss the rc2sons for it2 

ti_v:; l,T f:i.ll1.~d by othc;r L~.:'.dinp: idcr->.s cif tho ~!e 1 · Test::ment . 

5 nino times . For 

~onvanicnco , tha~c refercnccc ~ill be considered in th3 

t "'O occurrc:nc:.~;::: r.rc thc;n to r)~J found in Rom::~.ns 9 :4 0.!1(1 

For th J first GiG~t ch~pturr of this Epistle , Pnul 

hr:.c bo2 1 disctls.<~ l.nc th\:' r~s c11l tr? of JLlS t lficn.tion by f~j_ th, 

"'rh '">\T r,r-, Jc:•r.-,r; ll"t ·>C' ~t1d to thr>tn l)-">lon ·• th-~ , v ( " · .. ...::: c .. (.. ~ .. i '·-- , •• i... J._ ~...,... l l ... ~ ~- '. G 

0onship , trw r lory , the cov:_:;nrm t G, ti1G giving 
of thJ l OY!, th ~; 1''0r~~nip , nnd th,; promises; to 
tl1 ·-,·n b '' lonr- th·' nPtrl· arct1c: "D·'I Of tl'"J"'ir rnc ' L .•. -- . '-· -~ ..,.... c. ,_. , c.-- . '-'- , '-' ~ 

accordinp to tllc· f l us11 , ts the Cl1ri.s t. 11 (9:4 , 5 ; . 

r_rh ::;.~:; t cr1s ln~liC.?.t.; t tlG posj_ Ci011 Of' spccic:tl 

priv.i_ler.::c~ tlr:.t It::r.n.c l helrl in tl1c Divine economy . Tl1~1 

vcr ~· n~.mo ' Isrr:.c l i t<2s ' lmp lies t .hR t 

" o...~ dc;E~ccnd2n t2 of hi'"'l '.Jho received from God 
the n2mc of I s rae~ 1, t hey en:-: partalmrs of 
t!loS <:) promises of ~·,hic l1 it ':':::;,,s c. . .: ign . " 6 

Isrr~c;l l.'TS thus thr; Covenrnt People of Go:l . It me.y be 
( 

pointed out herG th~t , when Paul usa~ the plural ~~ 

~ ~c<~KO( I - ' the cov(:ne,nt.: ' - in 9 :4, he: ic reforrinr 

not to t~ o ~ -o covcnnnts ~hich ~8 describe ?s the 

Jc':d_ .:~l1 r.nJ t l:_; Chr:i.stlrn ( i. ~.~ . the Old ~-.nc1 Ner· Cr ·v(] -

nants) , hut rnthc~ r to tr1e fP.ct tll ..... ,t tl1c: origina l 

5- Ibid , 
6- Sc::,mlay, W., e.nd Hsacllc..m, :t .C. - ' Romans ' (Inter

nation:: l Cr:ltic'-tl Commr.:nt -" ry), p. 229 . 
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covenn.nt of God ~·rith Israel WP.8 nmcrred e.gain e.nd 2gr.in . 7 

.~ 112.s been shown <~P.rlicr , 8 Judnlsn! t c~nded to over-

emphRsise t~c l ng2l a~pect of th~ coven~nt rJlationshin 

v:ith God . Trw Jer;s bl~l.iGVi0d th~t t t1o covenant bound them 

to God P.nd God to the•n , c..nd thP.t thorofare thG Divine 

nrot•jCtion \"f~s gu.ar:::'.nt eed for the future , since thi s 1."as 

God 's sid~ of t ~e b~rgqin . 9 But the Tiho l e point of Paul 's 

r ·:;fercncc to tl1~~ covon2.nt rclntionship her e is thG.t i t 

vrr>.s precise l ,y those "Tho were not in this coven2nt rc lc.-

tionshin ,.d.. th God vrho 1.'1oulcl roceivr; the Divine prot2c

tion , 1 hils thosu '''ho ~ i n such a covenc:"J1t relation

ship .s.m'l took it for gr 8.nt8d \·'ere nov; c>.pparontly cut off 

fro~ a ll sh.s~e in its priviloges . 10 

But this ~t ~ te of n.ff~='.irs , this hrrdoning of hoc.rt 

b\ IsrF.t~l ,.,i t h it-s rosultnnt exc lu~ion frof11 th(:; covenant 

priviL:ges , is only t::mpor.,ry . I11 our other reference t o 

S1o<.6~,<~ in Rom::1ns (11:27 ), P2.nl quotL~s !JP.rt of Jer . 3 1: 

33 , 4: 

11/.nd t!!·_t, v:ill b:; m•,r covcn:.-~.nt ·:~ith thcnn Phon I 
ta1{(~ nr•-:-oy th:;ir sins . ;' 

hr.J :'::oro c;r.,,::j ly unders tood if ''C: consj_der thC:~ P.rnplificrttion 

by Sand::.y :::-n::l Hc:::tdl2'!1 of this '·.'hole passage , 11: 25- 32: 

"Thc:tt h~rdcninB: of hur' .. rt ':lhich has com:; upon 
Isra:~~l iG onl,v r.r.rti"'l ?..nd t0mporc.ry . I t is 
to 12.s t only until the full compl:~m2 nt of t he 
G(mtiles haP en t ered into Chr.is t' s kingdom . 
''Thon this JF . .s com(] about then th~ ;,-,hole peonle 
o·' Isrncl .shc.ll bo saved . So Ise.iah (59.:20) 
dc.:.Ecrtr,;d th(~ oxpec ted Redee··wr as one ~·1ho 
shoulrJ. cnr:t3 f0rth from tl1'3 Hol y City 2nd 
should r c;nove impieties fro:n tt'Je duscer:dP..nts 
of Jacob, P.nd pur ifv Isrrlcl: he t" ould , in 
f'1C t, fulfil God ' s cov._~ n.~.nt 1::i th His P':'ople , 
r:nd thr.t ~-,ouLl imr ly , ns Is::ie.rl clsc,''l1·::;rc cx
pl:?,ins (27:9) , r.. tim/3 v·rhen God ,··rould forgive 
Isrf~e; l ' .s r ins . Th1s is 011r ground for be l iev
inr; th ·· t tJlG ;.;ess i~l1 ':T ho ho.8 com(j 1i'ill bril1f 

7- Ibid . p . 230 . s .. ~.: e. l.c:o supr::'. pp . 10- 15 . 
8- Sunrr .• nn . 4o-2. . 
9- Se.nctr.~c ~;1d HtJC'.dlPJn , op . cit . p • 230 . 
10- Ibid . 



- 413 -

s:::.lvc:.t.ion to IsrP.r;l , e.ncl tl1s.t He 1"i11 do 1t by 
ox;:;rci ~: in.0; th:~ Di vin::; orcro rr:;. ti ve of for Pi ve -
ncss . .. : •. In th e Dlvino~plan , 2ccordin~ t o 
l"hich th(j r1C~.s:::tge Of Sc'.lVCl t i on he.s bce.n.. rJr88ChGd , 
tht: Je\ns :=tr o tr.::at ed as enemies of God , tho. t 
r oom ITJay ba found for you Gentiles in thJ king
dol.lt ; but thic docs not e.ltor the f c.ct th;:~t by 
th,;; D.tvin,; princip l e of se l ection , t hey an:; still 
tl1e be l ovec1 of tht"; Lord , choscr; for ttle ss.l<c of 
the i r r-mc:.s tors , the Patri.r..rch.s . God has .shov:ored 
upon them HiE' blc; s sinp,s r.!'Jd cc:,lled t hem to I-Iis 
privileges , and He ntJvcr revoke.s tl1e ctloi ce He 11a~~ 
madJ .•.... You Genti l es were once disobedient 
to G(~:J.~ rim: l t h?..S bi3C:D Isrncl T;. turn to be dis
OlJC;cUunt; P-nd th~t dis obedience 11as brought t o 
you !il(:rcy. In lik ~~ mann·:;r their presc;n t clicobed
i.3DC8 1·: i ll rF'.ve tl1is r osul t = tho? t t l1cy too v:i l l 
b~~ .rocipL:;nts of the E3::-mc rnurcy tlv:'.t you hnvc re
co i v,.:d. . • • . • . God llr.w , ~c.; it ·. <:.;rc; , l ocl<ud up .::.11 
mc.nkiml, fi.rs t Genti l es ?.nd thJn Jc;v?s, in the 
orison-houco of unboliJf, th~t H~ ~nv be 2blo nt 
1" C! t ·!-() ShOPY T-J J. <' 1'1 (=- I'CJI "'n n ll ·-ll.k8· l! 11 ~-.~'--' l; !o... - 'I .L -- "-) - ... " \ J • " ' • .; ... _. e 

Tl1u.s , nlthougl:t th,::: i·Jord bHxElojt<'1 i~ us. d only tr•icc. 

in tl1c JJ!ttcr to th:J Rom2..n.s , tlp::;:~; occurrences in thuir 

cont :x t fTC 2uffici.; nt to F':i v~~ us 2.. c L~i'r picture of r;h-:--. t 

p '. _o r m.m , tho coven2nt ~ith thG 

orclc:T to bring sin into focu.c: , and :..;mphasiso the f .:J.ct of 

C':rnd r s ':r3.cf; . (Rom. 3: l9-2.0 , 7 :7) . Isra(; l , ho~·rcve:;r , 

trL!d to ucc tl'!:..; Lav1 for th.;; ~ -.Tonf purpose - [ ,,r. 2 moans of 

at t;:;J_nin[; l'wr 0 1. ·n se.. lvo.tion anc:.r t f rom the Grac (~ of God . 

God r1ad t itc:n to b.cing Is r 0.o 1 r s .sin into fo cus ags.in , by 

bec [!.USt~ of t .I'J.:L .s r .::; Joe t ion , Isr~c l could nor· clo nothinr: 

more to res tore her self in Goc1 ' s sit_;h t . She l'l~'d to de.!-

ly !~ivcn, for God v•ould r:.l' :?.y:::: be; fP-ithful t o His cove-

ne:~.nt . In this '~ttr-:..y , the omphasl.:3 on :=t re lr.:ttionship of 

c,r;:.ce in tl'w coven...,_n t '!:!:?.s n~s tored compll.:;t ·.:; ly ~ 

':Ph J n~D·::t occur r,:mce of b 1 o<.lh} ~<'"1 in tho F8.Uline 

vTitin?s is in the narrc.t iv;_:) of th.'_; L:..st ~;upror , a 2 .found 

i rl 1 Cor. 11 :23-26. For the mome nt , howev,-;r , v1e vr ill 

p£:.ss t his p2.ssn.go by , r:o.nd consid.:.; r i t G.gc-tin in conjunc-

tion :_:. i th thi; L."..st Supper narrn.ti.V(~s in the Synoptic 

Gosp:; ls . 

11- Ibid . pp . 332- 3 . 
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Pc.ll.l usr~~: the t erm S lol 8{1<"1 t'n1ce i n hif:: .second 

let tor to t!l•) Corint !1ianc , bot!1 of t hese ins tanccs occur-

.r·.i..nr;; in Chapter 3. ~ie wir.:.hes to dernonstrate t h::Jt his 

minis try , and t i1e mini.:::tr.'r of 2.11 r1ho prc?ch the Go.sN~ 1 of 

Cnris t, Ls .::!OE1C thin<_. special, since it io of Goc1 a. l one . 

As riG.rt c.f his 2r·)1ment he drav's a contrast between ' a 

nev1 covenant ; - t<o<t v ~s ~lo/91~<1~ (3 :6) and ' t he o1·j cove

nant' - T~S ?T<X~O(t~~ blot8'1 K~~ (3 : 14 ). Plummer makes an 

interA:tin ~ point about th~· contr aE.:t: 

11'1'he Olcl Covenr:..n t 1 rrc1 ' I1f,(~ i\Te'·: Covene.nt 1 are such 
fe.mtliar e~~pr0.sslons to uc-· tl1at 1·i8 a.rP apt to for
r:e~ th~ir enormou2 !3iC:nificance to those '!'hO 
first u2ed their eauivalents. This i~ p l ainly 
stated in Pob . viif . l3; ' In that he saith, A new 
covew;.nt , he h<"'..th . .,ad8 th:::: :Cir~-:t ol d . Bt1t th.~.t 
which is becoming olcl c-.:·1d wa.xetil aged i s nigh un
t o v2ni~·>l1int m:ay .' Powherc olse in N. T. is the 
e~:prGrJ~~ion rrot.>.-ou<X Stot.~K~ found , .::Lm1 i t is 
pose!ihlc th2.t St . Pau l 1.i.::J.S th8 first person to 
d2clere th~ abrog2tion of t~e covGnant 1na~e ~ith 
I.::ra2l 1)_" cpe rkin--: of the Pc)ntateucfl as -h -rrotA.o{ 1 ~ 

e, · 1110 ~ I 
bloc ~K'lJ • t...· 

PltFL ·er further fincl.:: lt .si:-'ni.f.icant ti1a.t the word 
/ 

PaP J. u.ses for ' nev.1 t is no t Vt:os, 
I 

but ~<tXt vos 13 The po5_n t • 

1 fre.s ll and 8fi.'er.tiw~, ·.--~LtrJ nlcnty of time to run , 
in contras t t o the o Jd cov -:l1~ 1it, ··zhj_ch ts ,,.orn 
o;lt a~1cl o1JSolct8 • 11 14 

/ 

/ 

dJE.:t.i....nct from Veos • !.11::ty sirr.nJ~r imply a ner·ner-s 

~-·_it'! r~fnect to t i1'1c , ~·, i t;hout sn."in;· cmythinG about the 
/ 

ne•·' tl""! tn;-:: lJe h• ·: sune rior " k<XI vos on the other hand , 

/ / 

Chr"ist ir=mi ty lf.lcf~ both VE::os an<l K.X1vos , for 

12-

13-
14-
15-· 

11it '" C:i oi' .. ~8ccnt oricin ar.·l lt was effective , 
'.'r1ereac Judai.sr.l vras old and efl'e te ." 15 

Pl'...mmer , A. - ' II Corint.h tan~ ' 
Cot~0ntRrv), pp. 99- 100 . 
Ib:i.c1. PP o 65~G . 
Jl)j_(l . ~~ . 85 . 
Jbj_d . p . 86 . 

( International Critic<:.l 
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In pain~.inr tho a,ctual contrast be t neen the two 

covenants ; Paul makes use of the categories of spirit and 
I 

letter; life and death~ Under the old covenantl ona had 

to mainta.tn a perfect obedience to the Law of ~."ose.::- if 

life waf to be obtained by it; but since sinners find it 

imnossible to renc1er such obedience, they becorne liable to 

the penalty of disobedience, which is death ~ In this way, 

the old covenant can be described as a ' letter ' which 

' ki l ls ' • 16 The new covenant , on the other hand , can 

e11ually be described in t errr. s of the 'spirit ' V1hich ' gives 

l:Lfe ', because under it men are endowed v.rith the renewal 

and invigoration of the Spirit , such that their sense of 

impotency is rcmoved . 17 

Paul does not spurn the part played by·. the Lav' , even 

tl1ov.gl1 it leads t o condemnation and death . On the contrary 1 

he secB it as having a neces sary function in man ' s moral 

ednc::>ti_on, and , si.nc8 lt reflec t e God ' s character and pur~ 

pos es , it i [; itr:J~lf a. revelation of the divine glory _18 But 

11 the laH "I BE not a fu.ll or finP. l disclosure either 
of God ' s redernntive purposes or of the way in vvhich 
r£18.rt lf70Uld be enabled to elorify his U'~ker , F.S he 
h::td oric inally been created to do . Ttw law pointed 
f or· .. ard to .S O'!l P. thin~· intrinsically so superior , 
vtz . , the rni nlstrat1on of trw spiriti tha t i ts own 
clory V!a,c;; destlned to be exceecled . 11 9 

DiJlistone makes t:1e criticism of Paul that , in his 

argurttP.nt her8 , he seem:: to stress one aspect , namely the 

impoc i t.ton of the Lav1 , at t!1o expense of the wider con

text of the dis~ensation with Israel . 20 Dillistone feel8 

that Sina.t was a true covenant , in that Yahweh ca.lled 

Israe 1 into rela tionshi p wi t h Himself as !U.s people , anCi 

t :leJ; C8.lled U:DOn Hirtl as their God . Pau1 , he maintains, 

l6-

l7ro 
18··· 
19~ 
20.-

Task~r , R. V. G. - ' II corjnthinns t (Tyndale Comme n-
tary; , n . 62 . 
I bid . 

4 

Ibid. 
Ibid . D. 63 a 

Dill.ic.tone , O!J . cit . p . 83 , 
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hard ly mentionn thio personal nsn~ct . He suc~ec t ~ , ac n 

uo:~;::ible exnlanatic)n of P::-ul ' r. one -sidednes~ , thr t 

11 in hin earlier year~: r-aul had been so familia
rised with t ne Rabhinic concention of the cove
nant e~? the _p.rnmu l gating of lat·'!.; by GN1 which it 
was Israel's duty to obey. th~t lt was hard fo~ 
hi;!l to think of covenant in g.ny other c ense . n ·~ 1 

But is not Faul pl acin{' t.he ernphasi.s intentionally on 

tho lAt;;e l r.r.nect of the covenJn t? ~'To l13.ve E'een in our con

s idP..ratlon of the pa::wa_r~:es in Romans the. t he retarded tllr · 

covenant aE' beinr, of sheer c:ra.co , and t!1at the Lwr \'Jar 

[ iVCn a.t S:i..!1P5. in order to hri.n'·. f5_n into fOCUS nnd e'~l-

ha~·o tl f t f th D·v · ~ ~r~ 22 p olue 1~ ac o_ A l 1J~ ~- ~ce , In othe.r ··~orc1f-l , 

the covenant 11 ES vor~r 111uch a nersonal relationship , 1' 1hJcl1 

dicl not aenencl u.uon tte ,:eenin-- o·r the Lav1 , blJ.t on l. 

simple trust in the r;racn of Gocl . But no1" Judai,L']·r had 

placed th2 e~nphasis on the l<:ecpillr". of t he I..av· , nnJ ther~

in lay trw condemnation of 1'hich Paul spealc.s (II Cor . 3:9) . 

rGlE'..tionr.llir in th8 covenant, but Isre.e l , and F·'lll 1s whole 

2.ren·l8n t ~Y E~. cr.i. t1ci~~·11 of I.:;re.e 1 on these grouncls . 

T:1c next occurronceE: nf the term ~~ :><.~ ~<; in tile 

Panl.i.ne iprJ tin:,[· ar-:: actu:- J.ly thn, earl.test, for the~r arn ::...~~ 

i!• tl1e F.:_1 lntle to th<2 Galati<m.s . Tl1e heart of the ~~18~sp~·8 

o1 Galatiam; ls t!;~ con traP; t ll8tPee!1 Jus t1ficat i on lJy Fc::J.t '" 

tll; s more vtvJ.d by relatin~. lt t o th8 contrar~ t be ty·nnt1 

t 1.no O.lu 'l\;::;ta··,ent covenant~ , thr; covenant '-'' Uh Ahraham 

ar:'J. tl-:t: r.ovenAnt of Sinai . 'fhe Si_nnl cov;~nnnt corres-

r r.l1e.:-.J corJ":.)ronon(1.: to SA.rah, represent in~~ the pror L:;:; of 

Go•l, frsc'1o~·; , arr:l t 1'18 Jeru~u.le:-n above . (Gal. 4 ; ? 2.- 26 ) • 

21- Ibj_<l . !1 · tJ .. ~ . 
22~ See supra ,!) .48. 
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Alttlou~)l _p::ml expr8r.se .:: th.l::' contrast concr e tely 

onl.~r a t Ut}E: polnt ln Chanter 4 , h5 r ar;:~urnent u~~ till tl12:1 

has i.m~o l .i.c.cl i t . Ore 1~nporte.nt _passa2;e v•hicl! V!e mur: t con

s lder i.s 3~ 15- 18 ~ 'Nhc.re t he tern ~~a~.eiK"'l occur.~· tv.1 icc~ : 

"To civo a hvli\::-~n eY:FJ.rnple , brntl1r en : no one anrml.'" 
even a !nan ' s btot8~K~ , or o.~l(l,s to it , oncr it hr:.~~ 
bP.r>n rat.tflcd . • ••• TiLts lr. ~.'l1at I me2n: the lr.r•, 
~hich c&1e four hundred and thirty year.s Rftcr~Prd , 
do2s not annul a blo<.~~K~ p~~cviou~ly rati.f'~~d. hy 
God. , E:o r.o to qake t i)': pronn.se volc1 . For .Lc chr.:! 
inheri tancc _i_2 by t he> lFI!' , it ~- ·'"' no lO!'lf"er by nro
m~. sc; hut God cave l t t o Ah.cn.h ;:)•·1 by a }lror1iE'e . n 

It vrould s:;en·l here tha t b 1 ot~1<"1 1s bo.inr u.~ecl in J. t:::: 

co!1tcrrq10i:-'F,r.v Crer;l~ .:-en:·:e of , ,.,j_ llr or 'te8tr.rr!ent' , r athnr 

t~Je.!'l in its LXX sefl·~e of 1 covenant '. rre cnrmot ac roo 1'':1. th 

Dc;i.s:Jmo.nn23 ~·rhQn he advoc8 t e.s tha t b 1o1.~ t<"1 shoulcl be r en-

rnJt f~rth~r con~ideration , fnr hare tt is clos8l~ linl~d 

vJjV·; the tern1s K'Aj/'oVo;«(o<. ( 11nll.er lta.nce r- 3~18 ) , J.dd 

kc<T
1 d-rro<.(66~~o(V KA1pov~ro { ( 1 h~;in.: <:.tecor;'in.'·: to pr.on1A· 

tPe r - ~:~9) . On the other h~nrt, ther2 is alro thn por~i-

b}.l ~ .. t y of e. pl.:J .. v on wo.rcl.s b;r Fau l , , .. ~i.t~h rv:ill l or r 'J:lest~.:.-· 

ment 1 bei~~ the correc t r~ndnri nf in 3:1.5, a~d ' cov~n~nt ' 

in 3 ~ 17 . 

A nwroL>jl! c tu:l v of t 1·,J ~, nroll lnl.: c1f corTcc t ro n.ler·l.nlj 

of b to<.f1~ K"7 J1as b~en ''1Evle h 17 ~ . Eurton . 24 In f~.vnur of 

th~ rnnrtor:l.n[" 1 co"enP'1t 1 tlJro~whout , he mc:tkes tl1e follow -

tor; noints : 

0 .) In 3 :17, tlw bt o~.9fK"1 lrJ expr essly said to he.ve 

been m~.de hy Gocl. No'." a \I ill t ake::: e ffer. t only 

Rlrton , 

2.3- De .L::s~.mnn, A. ·· ' L5 .. ~11 t frorn tl1c; Anc.i.rn t E~E:t r, p . 3'37 . 
211- Burton , E . - 1 GaJa ti:J.ns ' ( I .C .c . ) , PT' . 500- 50.5 . · 
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"1 t is ••. .• difficult to supr.ose that t he i ncon
grous e l ement of the .j_e<:'.th of Gocl 2!10uld eith8r 
be involved. in the ar P"u:nant of vv . 15- 17 or 
t hougl1 imnlied in the-· l anguap.e , he i~nored i n 

2 silence v•hen t he VIi ll is dirr.:c t ly ca ll'3d God r ~ . 11 5 

(ii ) In 3 : 15, it is ~aid of this f> IO(e~,c1 t hat o~£"<=1s 
) e ,.... }\ ' c "' o< t-TEr , G7rlotvc:To<.<ro-E.To<'t - "no one annuls or 

add~~ to it 11
• Now t his .ts true of a covenc.·nt , 

~hich once made c2nnot ba modified (except of 

course '~').'/ mutu2l aerc'3l.lent, '''hich is too obvious 

f or mention .) But it is not true of a w111. 26 

Burton support s this .<:: t a tement by n;fP.rence to 

Norton 1 s refutPtion of Re:.nsay r s viev;. 27 Ramsay 

ma.int2.ined that hece.use Pr·u.l sneP'ke of th8 Sto(fJ{K~ 

as irrevocable, he must have h2d in mincl a "'ill , 

and Ppecifi.c~.ll.Y a Gren1~ v1 .ill by ' '1hich a son VJB.3 

a~1 opte·d into a fe.mil,y and mcde an heir . But Nor

ton pointecl out (a) th2.t the evidence docs not 

indicat.; that thA Greek U[.~e~e n0.cec:E:arily invol

ved t.be .s.doption of a .son; (h) thet ,.,hcthnr adop-

t ion ·:.1aE: j_nvolved or not , tho .~\ridcnc:c do~;s not 

sl1m·1 thPt 1; "Jill ·,"aE' irrw1ocablo . In fact , the 

papyri and Jof'e r·hus both show clearl y "'11en speal:-

ing Of ·:.rills t.t1Et t ~UCh vrj_llE! aro revocable • 

In an attoupt to give the other side of the 

pic tvrc, i . P. . e.ny evidence in favour of the rr.n-

de r ing t•vj_ll ' or 1 tes t2~n:~nt 1 , Burton examines 

aca1n the t ':.' rms K~;foVo~;c.X and K;\ 1fo·J~_fO) . 28 

He find~: tl1at 1lntwri t o.nce 1 j_E7 not cxclusi v : ly the 

rneo. r.ing of ''~1-JfoVor;cx , but tl'l::.t :Lt r:;i'.y oft0n men.n 

' posso:;.sion 1 , occurrinc: oft-.. ~n in th,-.: LY..X o.s the; tr.qm:·

l a.t.ion Of tl1o H !brCV:' jl ? rn , ~'fl iCh i s th:! '. 'Ord W1f;Cl 
T - .-

·-- .. o.:r;: _the possession ¥!hich i8 promised to the seed of 

26- Ibid . 
27- Ihid, 
28- Ibid . p . 503, 
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Abraham in the.:; cov2nant . In other v10rrl2 , K~·~~:>o lf~t' tcx: 

is jur;t as likely to su~:':'c~!t a rcovcnr.nt r a~ a 

Burton coes on to conclude f:1irly conv1nc1nf-'lY that 

S, oleiK~ in this pasAaf.-.~ 3: F)- 18 shouL1 bt3 rcn-

d t 
zq 

ered rcovr;nant t throughou • · 

ce l f opan to critici2m in nresPlnr ho~e hi2 con-._, 

11 A cov~;nc::mt or cot~DDr:t ll.uly o::ecute(l io irrevoc~ 
ahle ; not to fulfil it i~; c:t 11r~:ch of f8.it1 . 11 30 

follo,"ing fnnt1mcns , h·3 nflpcarc t0 confu.:-c the 

illea of ['_ rcoven::.nt 1 - s,o(e.,-1<~ - ' . .lith. tl1~)t o.f. ::.. 

' cornrmr,t r or ra_zr C'emcnt r - a-uv8i'<; . B:/ 20 doinr , 

he: StJC' ,13 to b-3 r·r·.:•in,-· t~='t 2 cov·J ne.nt i. s i.rrovoc-

at~le onlv hv virtur; of ti'l'} fac~ that t• .•o r:arties 
~ •J 

3:15 i.s conccrYJ.cd , he .L: qu.J t c. rlght , for Paul 

t.11cre iE U3inr: t l1e cxarno lc~ of 8. lmman btot81 1<1 . 

But the V'rwle contex t co:-1cerm=: the coven2nt of 

God , T:rh.ici1 :lc not 0. coven~4ti t of equal terms . We 

clur.ion tl1et rcovr:;n;::t.nt' iF' thr; corroct rond~~rinrv 

of bJcd:t-ql<; throu:1:11out , Pincc:! only o. cov.~nant i9 

irreVOC~;).ble '":1i l'J a ill Ls not . r.ut r•tv=-r j hr 

bas~s thn irr2vocahility of tho cov3n~nt on the 

stwu1.cl r2J~ 11er base i.t on ti'E~ fac t of' tllc Div5qo 

-~··ron1so (3 ~ 16,18 ) . Th.; ~oint nf 

29- E.;r ' covone.nt r V·1e vn eCtn of cour· .. e tllc Hcbrm·~ concept 
of n , ,:I. . 

"20 ·;:-ll}, to"' · =o"' c · t 1=;0"" .:J ~ .... ) . -· , ~ J ' , .. • ...l. • n • ,_; ,) • 
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l a.te r, at Sinai . 

Dillistone , in di.SCl..l.~1:"in£; PRU 1 1 !=: U.'":'O of 

r t\ / . G l t. 31 , th t t> tol.tt~ t<~ 1n a a lcd1S, 1,1a.-~c s J e 2r~111.e r-or of 

criticis~ a~ he does in discur9i~? II Corinthians 

Cho.:rt~~r ;-.. P~u J , as \'r: have 9enn, r.ontrast~3 th.: 

t V!() covenn.nt~ , t11Pt 1··.Uh AbraJJ c>m , er1J. th.).t i'!::'.dc 

e,t Sin~i . The first of tt,c~:·n e;~nre:::sns God 1 s 

l ceves Paul a prob l cm re::::-ar:ling t [1(~ second , SinaJ. 

t;1.s.t it 2§Jl ci.v:;r b~r GoJ , because of sin . It ·· es 

" ~:m instrurnent t o convic t ;n(~n of s:ln and to 
mal(e t:, (·1 n;afl :" to l"C'l(;.onF~ tlY~ Hc:;i·~~mer ···tlo 
alone ('.,9.1Jlrl. le2.d tll: ' out lnt0 froeclom enu 
l:Lfe ." ..)G 

Pe.ul , e.ccor clin. to DillistGw~ , .. ,rc f.i[lltinc 

contractual naturr:: oi' th~::: D:isir·P covc.nent •• ith 

Isra2l - thqt focucscd Pttc~tiGn o~ t~~ Frion tly 

0 •.. . , cl i (' "'C•., ::-3 
I_. . -· ... .i t -~ • 

11All l:'!Et.<~ o ·~ · Goc.l ' c ,:-rncc: nottJ"irlf_ ' ' 2.2 rt:1q_ujn~:J 
of ms.n •.:;xc:)p t ar1 act ivc apnroheJY ion of th:J 
promi[..'C of God 1;~; fc.:L th . SeRl8 :.md si["l.S mifht 
.follm~; (Ron . 4:11) out tho init10l c t cp .in th,~ 
covcnc:..nt e.G a comn1et:-] comn1itt::.l to Go(l j.n 
trust, ~i. ~olcmn 0!1!"2···t:mt:mt t o e nnrticJnation 
in the nu.rro.::o · ·h1c!1 .. He l13d rcveaJ.ed . " ::14 

Thcrcfnr ::; , for rau 1 , trw Sine..i cov->n~mt ·. m: not 

God ' s reel purpo8c, but a temporary ~e~rur~ . 

31- Di llist0nc , on . ci. t . pp . 70- ?4 . 
32-· Ibi_d , }1 . 71. 
33 - I L' J::l. r~ . 7?. . ., 
3~'.- Itin . ! 0 73 . 
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Now Dillis t one questions whether Paul in his 

irt te.I:"!J.r8 ta tiort of tt1e Sinai covenant is true to 

tne whole body of Old Tostament revelation , for 

he ignore.s the part of Moses ; the historical con

text of rAdemotion ; and the significance of Sinai 

as 

11 the exnrcssion of Israel ' .s obedience-in- trust 
to tr10 God who had called th·~m to be a peculiar 
tr8asure to Himself above all people (Ex~ 19:5) ~ 1135 

In other words, while Paul ' s r.at t ern of a true 

covenant relation, after the Abrahamic nattern , is 

acceptable, Dillistone feo l s th.at we must soe the 

same essential pattern at Sinai . Paul iD r;uil ty 

of misinterpretation j_f he sees Sinai as purely 

contractual . 

"A true covenant must always contain 'l!'ithin it 
the di~lectic of grace and demand , of promise 
and r equirement , and it i~; tha.t kind of cove
nant which the prophetic writers in t he Old 
'l'es tament declare:J. was characteristic of Yallwch ' s 
relations with His people Israel." o6 

As we have pointed out earlier, however , 37 

Pau l did not see; the Sinai covene.nt as being --
purc~ly contractual . In fact , Dtllietone himself 

may br~ criticised for regarding the r.:riestly 

narratives as havi..~1£.: this purely contractual 

nature . ~fle saw in the first chapter 38 that , in 

the Priestly writ ings ,. th2 Abraharnic covenen t , 

V1h ich v'as the covenant par exce llence , was es-

tablished long before t .11e Law v:as g.i ven at Sinai . 

The l ries t ly writers sal:~! the covenc::.nt as the mani

festc:tion of God 's soverei:In gr ace , and the Law 

given a t Sinai , far from being there as a fe tter 

to Is rae 1, \'1as ti1ere to gi vr.; Is rae 1 so171e v1ay of 

giving expression fro;n th:~ 11uman side to tl1e re

lationship of grace v:hich had been establlsl1ed in 

Ibid . 
Illid . p . 74 . 
Sec supra p . 5 1 • 
See surra I' · 45. 



- 57 -

the Abrahm:1ic covenc:nt . That was ttle Friestly 

t eaching , and it V'HE only l~tor Jud.'J.lsm tl1at gnvo 

t he covenant a contrc.c tual ernprmsis . 

Paul , in advocatinr justific~tion by f~ith 

as age.inst justification b' r>orks , s hm·s the.t he 

has unJerstood thA true intunt of the Prios tly 

,.Tl t..;rs . Th i s me.y se8r., to be contrrtdic t ;d "'h0m 

he spl3aks of tho intention of the Lav• be inf-· to 

brin~ in a consciousness of sin . But it is this 

very consc1rmsness of E\in Pl1icr1 cause.s men , or 

should ccuse men , to r e ly Jnt'i.r.;ly on the gre.C(:') of 

God . The function of tho Lav1 Ls then t\"Ofo ld - to 

brint-.. man into a r,:; 12. t ionsh.i p of gr::1.ce r i tl1 c-od. , 

c:.nd to one.bl c him to exDrc;.:.-:.' his hllffi2.!1 nJsnon.'?·J to 

Thcr~ is one other oeca.E'iCln still to bn ~lJ~!

cu.:·sod , \"her:; P-~ml usnc tl'H:J term ~roc:B-1 1<"1 . 'rhi.':' is 

in th~ second ch~ntJr of the Letter to the Ephcs-

iqnr.~ The? pa.::::~2.;_.e 2: 11- 2.2., a lthoup:l1 .it only w::eE' 

ti1G 1'=or•.1 thi~ oncG (2 :12.) , if y ,:!t Aaturat~Cl r·.i th 

covcnnnt concept . ~e s0o aG2in here the line of 

t!1ou~··ht tiB.t 1''3 dlscov•:-:r e·J in our cons.ideration 

of Romans , 39 nr·:1c ly t h·:: f:::.c t tr1 a. t the Gent t l u r,; , 

~:ho had. previously b_je n completely exc ludr.d from 

any covenant r~l 1:-'ltionshjr r tth Gael , vuere pr ecisely 

those Vf)Q \·2re nor~ brOU2'hL i nto SUCl) C. I'P.l?.tionship 

in ~.t.:. fu llcct sense . Paul~ dr2.r's 2 vlvid contraPt 

bet'. 'C•:n tllcir formp, r condition and th(~ :i.r pr c.:'r; nt 

si tuetion . I 1 prcvinP.~ timo:~ tl1C:!Y r>cre 
11 snpar::•.tc;(i from Chri.st~ alicn-::.trd from the com
·nom·~~2.lth of I:=:r::Lc l, R.P:.l s trpn.c:\~rs to the~ covc-~
nantc of nromi~e, hRvinr no hone and ~ithout 
God .ln t!F~ norld . 11 ( 2.:1:~ ), 

:-/J- Sec supr:J. p . 4l . 
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.c"'u t no· tn·, situ::1.tlon i . .: d.i.f.:.-r·:nt : 

11 ~·10"' in CllriE t Jesus :rnu "ll•' . .r: oncr) f2.r off 
h.qvc· ber;n brought r1'' · r tn t!k; bloo~i. of Chri:·· t . '1 

(~. 13) 0 

Ec-.~n:: · ·J sc ~ P.[;::>.in t:1 ') :Lc1c .~ of e covc;n2nt r(.L~tion

s1,i.n b.Jinr eff.~ctr~d 11~T h1oo:1. 40 T~·is icloa ··tl1 be 

d.i.::-cuuJ::::d in :norJ j;;tB-11 .. l1;n ~'\:: t'le2.1 '."ltl1 th~; no.r-

rativG~ of tl12 Le.c;t Sur·por . 

r::rc·~ . ' 41 

11Tjlor t'1C'. (i ·" 0 hr·•i<"'t) ir nLl r nr•!:>c,.., ' '1hO hr:"=' J' - __ . .. . ....., . .... ... 1 •. f...'~·'·" J ...... 

rns..J.c ur botl: on:, -~!,l 1--.;;.r hrcJ.~·;n .Jov·n tt1·. di.vl 
dJnr r ll of llO~tililY , h .- "'.ro l5.<:}1inr· in hjr 
f1,'::l; t~l() 1a1" o.: co:,1::1Pnt.1mcntP <'I"!CJ or:l5.n2nc •s , 
tl.'Jr.t l1U i1ir.:h t CY'"''l.t,·· 4 n :·L])Tt,"';]l_.~ on.e TI8;:; ,r.-,p .in 
n13.CC1 c··:: tFw t~··n , ~:o ··~Y:t.n·:· r ·:~C· , ~·.rl'l rr1i.C}lt r .. 'con
c.LJr; u·~ botll Lo Ccvl in on.:· horl·· trJcou·-;-1 t.!1-:: 
crro~·o, t~-; -::r;;t..y brlnr l'1f' tl' l1w·tL 1·1:t·~ to r-n enl . 
i\:-.. 1 :1-.. c:. ,· .. ;:; :?~j nrl;.: .. c:·,r.:::1 nc:ec t <' FOL' ~ho .'i_'r'" 
f?.r' off' p~-.! n"'!.C ' t0 t ~,~,,. ·' i.!h"' . · ·~r' nr;:-r; for 
tttrour··~: h.L !"' ' ·: l•0t' ;wv; •""C: "!:·~ 5.!1 nw: ::;ptri t 
to t 'l~ Ti'~th\..' r. ,)o ·url'r }Oll -r. no loVJ(:r-r .~tl··n .. 
,'~r.rr- ~:·!·L SOjOUr!E~r:;, lJUt ,VO'\ CT' .f.: 1lor>- Citiz ... .Jn" 
... ·1 ttl tl11· s2.it;t.- , ~nr1 m(. ··t,_::t~·· of ti1u l1o:'[.i.;hnlrl of 
God • • • • • . o 

11 
( 2 : 14 - 19 ) • 

(v.Fi ), F•1<J 

t ;rr. ~ l ol.li-~ t<-; 2.r:: found :Ln t ~,,) !=',~. i t: t l j 
-J I t.. , 

10·- Cf . cunre. n. 4 . 
41- Sr :; Ell.ll"~I'·".. l)• 3 • 
4':. ·~ t..oulton ~-r~~l G;d~;r:, OPo rit . 
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9 :1G, l 7 , :yhnr8 t ht:> meanin,c ' vJil l' or ' tes t ament ' S C2ll1S more 

appropri2tc: 

111.~1herc a b t ol.9-1'~<11J is involved , the de8.th of tho 
on~ ~ho made it muft be es tablished. For a 
61~9~K~ t Rkes effect onl y qt daath , since i t 
i s not :i.o force as long e::s tl1 e:~ one who made i t 
is alive; 11 (9:16 ; 17L · 

But, a.s Burton points out ; 4::. the argument of thr:~ Prlt~r 

continues after these ver s.;s on tl1e sr.me line.:- a~ before 

them, and it is unaff ected by them . He derlucc;s thrn thc:.t 

varses 16 , and 17 

11are mo.st !Jrobtlbly a par r.nthet i c ;>.J. <:J.ttr:>mpt of the 
P.Uthor to E:nf(\rce hj_s po::itlon ov anner:.l to th-::: 
:fac ts concerning E,,O(e~ K"'J in 8. cliffsrcmt !:'cns ~2 
(as a modern nreachcr discucslnL., l E'V' in the im·· 
perat i ve ~ rnor8.l, sensn vrill parent he tic a lly con
firm his Hr gumcnt b'' .::..ppoa.l to the characteris
tics of la ' in the wholly different sense in 
~hich it is used in modern science ) a or poss ibly 
even a eloss of 5.n e2rl~7 s crib8 • 11 4L± 

If ~·1e novr agree that the gener-::.1 meanin,z of btotG~ 1<"1 

in the Ep.ts t 1·3 is r covenant ' ~ and act on t h.is bas is , wo 

flnd the.~ the wrl t cr ' s concep t of ' coven2 .... 11 t' i 8 in .some 

ways similP~ .... to tl12.t found c ls e\·,ner e in the: J\:el~, Testament , 

8.1'1(t in otlle.r vrayE: quit ~, distinctive . 

h similarity to Paulino t eachine is s een in t h2 f act 

th2.t both writers draw a contre.st be tvieen the t wo covenc.nts . 

The v1ri ter to thr! HebrewE: shows by every possible argument 

the supcriori ty of t!18 new covenant over the old< 45 For 

him , Chr is t' s deat h moans tho r edeemi ng 0f the cont r8.ven

tions under the first covenan t , and so Christ is the guar

antee: of a nev1 covenant ~ 46 

11 That which gives e t ernal validit y or absolut e
ness to t he neV? covenant is the person, t .he Son 
of God , VIho in 2.11 _points car r i es it through -
who r 2veals, mediat es, and sust.:::ins it . 11 47 

43- Eurton, op .. cit . p . 501 . 
44~ Ibido 
45- Lendenhall, op . cit. Po 723 ~ 
46- :Sehm~ J o -· TVvN'r Vol ~ 2, P ~ 134,. 
4'7- Dillistone , o:p . cit ., u . 80 ., (Q,uo t ed from DP.Vi dson , A.B.

' Th3 Eplstle t o thu Hebr ews' , p . 165). 
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As ''7,,} l12.vc alrca(ly se:n , raul me.l'.:a:J w~c:~ of nucll contrr->.st.s 

hotrrecn the coV0 Wlnts in G2lati~ns r.nd II Corinthi'l.ns , ::md 

for him t oo tlv-: nc:;'."I covene.nt [:PinE·· i t.s ve.li(li ty frorn t i1o 

very Person of Christ (as e.e. Eph . 2:14). 

The distinctiveness of thJc ','Ttter r s concor t of a 

cov~n~ 0c i2 seen , flret of all, in the fact that rcovonant 1 

for him mer n.:: more F:n ordered :trran? ]ffi2nt than a f'·-~.n; o~1··.1 

11 f1J1 0 f'[!(mtial]_·r rc lif'iOU~~ rn;·!pflt) Of brit1{'il1.'" lTIP.D 
int o follovJshi0 1Pith~ God . . 11 48 - · 

The~ tnn cov;:;na.n t.s , .. h1ch llc (~on tract ~:· arc tho.t of SinCJJ. , 

'"ll.ich is the f1r,·- t covem~.n t , E.:.ncl trw second , no1·:•.'3r , (;8 ttur , 

11Th"'; En.istl;; dncs not :=n;.;_;ql-c of a covr-:nant wl th 
Abrr<lv.:~.in , a.'.~ tl1~~ F<"".ulinc '~nlstlr;s 1o (GP1.3:15 , 17); 
it knovrs of promises to Ahre.hP.m (Hcb . 6: J3, 7 :6), 
r'hich the: first covemmt ,.;._lf' inef~cctun.l to real
ize (11:39), which , however , rrc realized throueh 
th:-) second (9 : 15 . ) 11 49 

In v ie•· of t 1·k writer t o t~v~ Hebrew.::-·, ttlo first, Sinai cove·· 

nant :··c::.s not n mis t n.ke, bu t P. terr.norary arrnnger1r'nt; yot it 

'·vas r:'.lso g.iv~··n by God . It l''CE' th.J 

" firs t :~·to. ~c: i.n God 1 .s n.lPn to brin~ full .sr>. lv2.-
. ...,-··,_. !I 50 tJ.OD to ffic,nr,l~d. 

" to offcct . for~iys_ness of E'ln.s ancl atonorn2nt 
and clannPlng . ~ 

But ti'w firE': t covene.nt cou l cl only 110 tilLS to a Vi~ry l i;.! ··· 

it ;:~~l c:.nd j_rnnorf cc t extent ·- the rites even h~d to be rr.

pe r t c: d. . 5 2. 'l'horc ,. as tJ ·l> ·: rr ~ for::; bound to be ~- tj_rn~ ii' l1cn 

prophc tE' t l'l2.t thiS Vlf:U'~ SO o 

4 P- Ibid . nn. 7''! - 80 . 
49 - Ih5Jl. f' ~ 79: quot:-..:d frr>m Davicl.c-on , or: . cit r . 162. 
50- Dillis toDe , op. cit . p. 79o 
51·· HJJFi , op. clt. P~ 135 o 
52- Dilliston2 , op. cit . p . ro . 
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11If th~' t first covcnr-.r t hn.cl b ::->sn fr-.v lt lnss , 
th ;r:~ '"IJUli h2v2 been no occ0 .. ~1on fr>r 2. :::- c0nd . 
Bu t rr:~ (_i_ . ,-.; . God , throu.~h the )_!rO!lh'~!t JCL"!"1i0h ) 
finds fi=1.u l t ···ith th :P (i.t~ . the P'.:orl0 ~·,ho 
sl1ould he.vc been hrought into full s:tlv:?..tion by 
t11:' fi.r::: t covr::n::mt) ·h . .;n !1.:; srys; t Th~:.! dr~ys ··ill 
com'1, s?.ys th.:; Lord, ;,hun I r·ill esto.blisl1 a ncv1 
COV011P.n t 1'Jit11 tllr_; llou:;·c; of L':.TC>8l. end r1i th tht:; 
hou.se of JudP11 ' . " (8: 7 , 8 ) . 

Under .such "- nn··, covonn.nt , Israel Y·'C'Uld b2 forgiven fu.lly 

e.nrJ fre .~ ly .for their failur") "LF1Cier tho olcl covunant . Tl1.:.~y 

'" ou l;J b:~ in; e.rc1ly ·. s t a lJ li:.:l1<J c.1 in t1'1e Lav- n.n:l l::n o, .. b d go of 

Gou, r·rr1 tll?Y ::ould be Iii~ pGOD lC . (e :8~12) . 

X' i t os t ') rc:rncw-~ tll ;.:: .rruilt o~ fin . ::'ut, ::J.f I :::.11~··on r-;''mh~t l

c~lly llOint ~ nut , 53 

11 '11:'l.'~ in.~.JCOU2.C.'. Of Ch2 cultW" '·"(.C' !''Ot (lU~ to j_ ts 
l:J,··in::· :-_ ::~crif}ci_e.l sy.r:t ,---: . It ··w_: ciu,:: to it~~ 
sc..crtficJ.::-:.1 s•r::,t; ... ~ lr~inrr 1.~".1JY!rf·:;ct . If t::,:: ol1 
Or,lr'l~ -~"' r·..,nl..,cr..d ·'1f ;,c. th) ~-·~'t tor "'"\'Q ' God '· •• • ·- . · -·· .... ' __ ' c:. .. v _ .!.. __ ·........ t...,..r ... , L- ' 
J:·,p<:"! ·'1.,:lr> t~ .,-~ -fi rC!t covnn!:'nt Ql1"'0l'.,tC r-n--" Ph~'t • ' ,.,,.. . ..... ... ... _: - ~- " - .. • - ~ \. ~ ' • -' t ~· 

.Lf onsol·:, tr:. ~'-ll ·, "}C·n(~C'cc~nt J .. s on t!~'~· nolnt of 
·l:i.s::-r-n(::..;_rin~ ' (vilL 13 ), it 5.s not bl.~ce.uso SOP.'!t:: ~ 
thiJJ.£: or 2.nothcr J~inci .is nr:'" b. i__ry: ~ubst.itutcrl 
for ~hn sPcriflcos, hut bacau~J t~e letter ara 
to h: fuJ.ly anc1 f9r ·.~v,:r fElfi lL:\..1 in one tr'="'1S
C' odcnt Obln.tion . rl 

It .L.s !l.erc , Rs ?/:'.n~on f!(J•JS it, thP.t ··e 11r.v.:; i1notl1.Jr 

c .. srcc t of d.iffcrencc b::; tr-e·: .1 th u" .Spis t 1,.:: '-'.n:l tjw t : l::.c:1tne 

of l n.t~l. 51I Fnr Pr:.ul , tfJ' di ff ·Jr;ncc h,:;t··Jc:"Jn the nc"' cov~~-

It i.~ i:i otlwr r·orc1s ~ qur.lit.?tiv ~~ c1iffercnce . ~5 Th·.; 

5!)
:St1~ 

55-

11 Chri~:t t.r~.nsce •'l(}S , bPt He !:>.len fulfil:? tlJ :_; n:
li":Lon c)f' Jc:rrr; L 11 56 

M-..,nson , t.N . - ' Trl.:: :Sni"'tL! tr tl:,--- :Icbr e,·;: t, n_p . l 28- 9 . 
I1)j_rl. D . 129 . 
Tl•.; T··orcl~· ' g_LF.litE:t~vt.' ' s t quc.nt .t~·~.tJ.vc ' .-=--r(: not ~l·
to':c tl'l r su.L tat· L~, •Ju t tk:-: '.; ~-e: lnt.;mL~d to r.:lT -.!·CT~:nt 
th:.::; 'listinction ho t ..;::·:~<::. l rl,j:·_' ·, 'c:r::r!CC! in ]\ inJ r r•.ill C. 
r :JJ.-ifnrn.nc-:·) :tn '-lcr_rr~(.) ' . 

:56- :.~~ .. 11~!on , OD o cit . -o . 11.:·9 . ... " 



--·-~·-----------~--~---------------

- 62 -

'Ful:fi 1 1 in this corttex t is understood in tl1e s'.~nee of 

giving some concept it~ fullest possihlc content or rig·· 

nificanco ~ 'rhus the new covcn°n t nchiovos in ful l "'.'h1. t 

tt1e old covenEmt achie'Jod in Dnrt . Tho difference be t~11oen 

tlw tlf'o cow]nn.nts here mRy h~) descri bod 2s 8. quanti tP. ti ve 

one: 55 

But f'..g:=tins t the vio"r of ~ ·ianson 1'.ro inay sot 2 .s tat e1nen t 

r;1ac1c by ProfGE:'sor John JJailli\-:~ in a different context~ but 

relov~nt at this ooint: 

"·rrw r.bsolute and perfec1 differs from the im
perfect e.nd relative not merely in degree but 
in l(ind, just as infinity ?.nd (jte rnity are no 
mer~ prolongation of tl1e fini te and temporal , 
but br.long to another order of being . Thnt is 
to se.y , "'hr.n 2. dif'fere r1ce of cleg,ree is 'tgken 
at t11~:: <-"'.bsolute nitch 1 , it is R.lready a differ
once of kind . " 5? 

In tlL; lightof Bc:i llio 1 s ·1ords , '::e may conclude that ther e 

.Ls no be.sic contradiction be tween St . Paul ' s te echiD[~ n.nd 

thnt of the ~ritcr to the t~brews . For both , the distinc-

t ion lJ(:: t ''J·':! IJ n t!J -:: olJ and tr1::; ne \" covcne.n t f:' is real P.nd 

Dillis tont=: note's <='.noth•.:: r distictive f eL'vt'Jre - na11ely 

that th.,; covr;nR.nt in the~ Epistle to the Hebrews is an 

arre.ngcrnent of an ;; ss ,-~n tie.lly cultic character, both lJJ j_ th 

regard to t 118 old 2.nd the nm: covenants . But bec.:1us e of 

this ho concludes that 

11 th8 coJ:l.tribution of tl1e Epistle to the Hebrev1s 
can har::lly be integrat ed into tl1e main body of 
B.iblicR.l teaching on the Coven2nt ." b8 

But the cultus , just c.s muc ~; as the ::~ oral s i de of the La1'7, 

vras not itse lf the nhole cont ent of the covene.nt . 1
•
1Then 

(i-od H2 t C'.blisl1c:d His covenant Pith Abraham, c i rcumcis ion 

·- - - .... .. - . 
5'1-~ B2~illic ~ J . - 11 Some Corn~~nt .s on ProfesR or Hi ck' s 

Ar t i cle on 1 T11~ Christolof y of D,t:. Baillie ' "
Scottis h Joprna l of 'rheology: 1958, p . 265~ 

58 .... Dillis tone ·; Ot' . cite D" 82. 
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1.'.TP .•• ""_-·. Ov-.l.'.·' J'.t,0 .· ,"'_-._~, _ _ rn •".·., 1.1[l_ ,c; ·.~ nl (Un-IT] L1 •l l ) ·d· •C'Dj t ··· t h ,-., f ..., Ct . , • _ _ _ . _ n . . • - , , '·· , , . . ... . ·~ . , " 

t,!r·.t c .i rcnrncL':~ion 1"f1..? oft0." .L:-lontlfi·J(l 1l' Jtt1 the covnn,r .n t 

j_tscl: ( Gc:n . 1'7: 10 ). Sirni l e.r l y , ro,l thouph t he Lr'-" \"!:l,.s of t e n 

l dentificd '·:i t.r1 tl1c covonr- nt of Gorl , it wap in .':'.. c tu:-:.1 fee t 

pi·: opL: , -~ 1-Jd. th .; cu1t u::· 1"8~' I .s r a\:1 1 s expr es s .i.on of tho.tr 

on t1J•. c:ov ..:m:n L 

rr--, 
, , \_; mu~ t t her eforo dir~pr8~ 

'cp ,_...rv, t",...Je-:K...., t }_- 1 l~ C'. "'·- ti_-,1",_-~ .Q- - one" ·L· ..., , ~ ._ •1. o v< 
1 1 

_ _ _ _ ~ .. . • .• _ , J 

• A. ..... ro 
59 "'111(.) (~ (" . .., 1 r·~· f- r ') c-· .ltl . c ,,.~. . 1 , _ , -o._ !)·.- ,_ : . •_;_ () n ,J 

11 " l ')C' C'r; -'1 b e· c •· -:> IOY"i c ··J O t' ' I" r P(>l forT ;.., '1"Q 1 ~. •,-.... 1._1 ~ \_; ·-~l \.; I .! \.,., _J • l iC - "-" _..., -· - ' . '. - :...... 1 ~ .... ~.-

V1.'' :L t~ ~; d :::!'JO. rcdc; l'~mc i.l h l :c -~ ..:: o r 1c , '" n.1 h2.8 r eJscJ 
un 2. h orn of E!rt l vc:tt i r-;n :for uc i'1 t ;:e house of 
h L :· s c r v;.- nt Dr~.virl , • . • • t r; n ·~ rfor•Tt tl:v-~ l•.1crcy 
promi .snd to Ol.lY' fn. tr1 c. r :::: , ··-·r: ·J. t. o r urv;:nber h1s 
holy c~ovcnr n t , t ~K~ o?.t h ·:hi ell 11~ .s ',·'orr; to our 
fF'~ thGr Abrah q,tnn - (Lk e 1 :6L- 73 ) , 

SP"':lO cov;:;nant t h2. t Go1l ~- - ill brj_n .-:: s r~ 1vn.t lon t hrou.r::h 

Chr :Ls t " 

fi0 ~ 'Mou J. ton q~1r} Gcd:;n, o)~ . cl t . , .f or the ::c ocet lrroncc:r!. 0 ! t 
L~ not r- :"'Orth.~T u: ~~t ~:l()S t r:1 orl.ern t l',![•.t:'1 :J11t 2 of t he f cov:~
n '.J.l '~i t t~ - -~nc; , e . ::: ~ t hO :':O(~ hy Dl l1i.s t onc c.;.nd r.,;,-:: w1r_:;'1lV2- l l , 
pco,~T 1l t t l c or n o q t t.~: nt ion t o t t ,: :::,; r ._;f .;r(..:ncos i(1 
Luke: ~ Ac t E; . 
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tostif;.r to Gocl ' s gru2t purpos(: of seJv2.tion . Thi[' s.:::.lvc:.-

tion , he; tcdlE~ them if:! int·~ndcd for tlv;rn , if tl""ltW but 

rc;e. lisod j_ t : 

11 You r:tro the sons of tll(: r.ronhcts Hncl of the 
c'O'V"i'5"nc:mt ,.,l1ich Gorl. r:.nv:: to your fath.)rs •• •. " 

At.JT'.j_n , Uwx\: ic just on.] cov..-.~nPont rcfc;rrcd to , ?.nrl 1 t i::: 

The oth:~;r r''~furcncc; in Act,':: occt1rs }_n the~ [~Jnccch of 

StcphGn (7:8 ) ~ Pni conc1rnF th~ covenant of ciircumcision 

wade w.tth Ahrr..h2.rn . It;r.J r. l ?0 ~·e mP.-"T conclude th'"'t th8 

1 covcnnnt of cir·~u.mclslon ' is tth; st\:IK:: cov.:;nant b.v ''rhlch 

God's purnm:.::; in Chris t 5 .. ~· .fulfi l lutl , for , in 7:51 , 

Stopth.:n descr.t.b8f? t hO['G '"ho !18-VE: re jectC:Jd Christ r::s ' un-

cJ.rcu . ~c ised in hc: r.rt r.ml c:c.~rs ' • 

Lukfj thu::· d.iffc~rs ln one lmport:ont n.;.c_D,Jc t from PaPl 

c-:~ r., ~omJ·no of Chr4 ct !•r 
" I ~.J ...1 ... , - -::} • .I . - - '-·· •. "' · 

tllis t2rm for.!E' n.:-::.rt of .'J. li turricr->.l fo rrnul~· · ·h tc h Luk•J 

use . .:: , but \-i( '1lC 11 J.c not of h1::: ccrnnosinp~ ). 

Th: e~ph~:i~ on~ sin~h ! covenant is in ~c8ord~nc0 

11 'i'hu r.:.u.thor ' s ot1jGct 1." ~- . r: ch;.;~rly to tnll tile 
story or t11 ~ 1'"!1ole cours•:: of Gocl ' s n"!.i~)J.t,~' ~ct.s 
in CJrr.1.2t, from t~')U 1!1rtl1 r_L :· tL :·~ F'or:;runnc~ r to 
t~,.~~ nroc l P,m&tion o.r tlH] Gor:n -..:.; 1 or se.lv2tion in 
t.h: cr.nit~l ci.ty of tl'L; G·i.~ n-'tiL. · ;orld . The 
divino promi2CC to Israa l hr ve nor· bean extan
rl<:>d to t!'IP 0 "' t- ~ l'' c.• t h~-1· r rrc~ "'¥"> i 1·1 - 11aVi n ,.,, hnt:. n 
... -.J · - · u . · - · u ..... \_,)., ; ' .. v L'l ... . . I' - '- - ' . J.. . ..... t : .......... ,-~ 

J''r'V'"li · ·l ,-!>t· ·c·ll' "'-. tll' t' .'J· -,ctl· n !:> '"l ··n·· · ~ 1-· . • 'J ' ·" .... , '"' . -'c·.t, • · J •• <.,C."' 0 c,[ '- V .. L u .lC c--. ,100 
o:t' Jc.:·u:J tllf! ~,.:,_;r·s i ""'-.11 . I-LLs I'..! j :c tion by l!i8 u :rn 
D·-·ODl,-· h1" 0 ·l >" t- !·1 "'l"''l · -.v~ lt"t. '"' rl I i C"" .. ... - J •.• , • • , . \ ··- • . • ' · ~ , . l,: "' c ~ ,_ .. , 1 on , f}.. .. 1 _,_ .-. 
r:cc·..,.r·t '-' tY: r- b'· til' G\·nt ·i ler: ·•: ·-rn 'lt•t· ··rrninc (l hy 
t'11 1.J · ~o;_w~,; l ·of G~d , ·CLn'l it .i.s ~ :c~ t:1;; con;.;.! .. -
qu ·)nc c:! of tlL {"lor:l.flc~ tlon e.1·1c1 vint.Li..c'"' t ton to 
~-! l1J_ c :'"l hh! J ,_; p. tll V'~vc tl'iC. orc1 ;~J. n::·d :J . .ncl w~cr~ ~'8-'?r'r 
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prelud.-.~ t hat r erontance and forgiv~nnss of si..n.s 
arc; ux t ended to the v•ho l o v:o.rld. n 0 

In t11i.s p;.rer-1, t D:\.vine p l an i th<:; covcnr.nt of Goct 1'' i th Abr ehr.m 

R-n:l. thP- Fe.thers comes t o fruition 2nd f u lf.i lment . 

(d) At o<. fhJ K7'1 in the Johqnnine Literature ~ 

The t erm does not appear at all in the Gospe l or in 

tl1c Epistle s of John , r. f~c t on v:l1ich v-Ie V' 111 be making 

furtrwr comment i n the next chap ter~ It occurs once 1 

( ' hovwvcr, in the Apoca lyps e , in the express1on 1 1< 'fc....: ros 

~1~ b1c<8{ K! S o<~ Tou - ' the fl.rk of His covune.nt ' 

(Rov . 11 :19 ). 

!L B. Sv.•oto61 r f-;c ount s briGf l y the history of tho Ark . 

!-..fter s tanding '~r i thin tho sacred ve i l of the Tabern2cle 

(Hob, 9:4) , e.nrJ. :.ft er;·'ards in t hr.; innr.r chamber of Solomon's 

Tor1pl c (I Kings .S :6 ), lt 1J7P..S probably d·3S troyed by !\lobu

chadnez?,ar (II Kines 25:9 ), for Jer omi 2h spe~ks of it 2s 

if i. t would. short ly pr.ss out of memory ( Jer . 3 :16) , I t 

does not c-tppear in Ezekic l' s T8'.1.P le, ~ fc;c t v;hich r:tr.l\'cs 

:·~.t s pret::ence hero j_n the her.vcnly Temp l o more reme.rkC'ulJlc . 

I...cgcmd had :Lt that Jeremiah lilanagcd to hide the Arl< in r:. 

eave o_~:c.inst thtJ day of I sr.:lcl 1 s r es torntion - e. story 

w!1ich may h2v2 be on in the mind of th0.: 1-"Jri t er of the AJloca-

But rw has his ovm reasons for introducing the Ark · 

into his descr ip tion at this point: 

,In Chrict God hP,1: mr..de E'. ncv; covenant v•ith men 
, •• o, n.nd the 8.pnGar ancc of t h2 Ark of tl1f: Covc
nC'.nt throu[~h th ::: opened ~loorc: of the he2venly 
temple ~ at the moment whr;n the time has come 
for th~ f qi t hful t o receive their rev.rard, i n
dicates t he rostor~tion of nerfect &ccess to 
C.7Dd throuell t 1l1·~ Ascension of the Ince.rnr.'.tc 
Son~n 62 

GO·· Ls~mpc, G.W.H. -Artic l e on 'Luke ' in ' Fe.?ke ' s 
Commc-:n t r.r y on th (:; Bible ' ( 1962 ) 1 p . 820 . 

61" SPc t e, H, E. - ' Th2 Apoc8.lypse of St 9 John r, pp . 144~5 . 
B2- Ibido pq 145~ 



Supper , viz. t!1os~J of Pc-ml ( in I Corinthians) , Le.r h': , 

the Johr.n_Y}i_n._; rr:cord cloes not F1P..lc0 us ~ · o? covonP.n t ti.)r.:-ti-

St. l?~.ul (I Cor . ll·(.'.::J-2.5) . It P-F ~ ·( !~rs 1n tllc) cont ext of 

l.li.[] ''1f.r1!:Lnt to t l1o.:;c r··J'lo nrof:::.no tl't ·,~ Lord 1 s Sunr~r, bnt 

]• i- ro 
- v•..;. O!'..:~ ninr ~..., ords , 

''UkJ Lord J-:c:~SL1S , on t!L ni~I-.t 1 :11-' ll He ,:·as be
troyod • . . . 11 (11 :?.3 ), 

·ts .f 5_r m ly P'.ilcl1or ocl tn t h:' l2r;.~.:)r , .. llo li..! of th!! Fe~ C' ion 

I'· I 8. r re.t i .vc o 
6 3 

'l'l:l! ::-.ccount of ;,.fal~l<: (14:22- 2<1) is s imil~.r to the.t nf 

~lc cYJ its tll? !Jhnu~e : " '!11 i.ch iE for ?Oll r (fo llfv- incg J T ~rr 
-v 

'en .. l,.r 1 ) r- 1, .•1 . . \, ·v ' . _, ' Do tl1 l 2 in r,)JW~mbrr nc.:.; of •n::} r • 

W:i t~l r : . .-·[Prd to tho cul.' , th~" diff..~r0.nc0 in p11rrlcin:- b .;-

tweer· the! t\.o 2.ccount."' i .• c: ttnport -:-.rt . f:--vl h~s: 

n'.rtrl .c: CL' ·p· is the no··· cov.~; r, .-..,n. t Ln r.w b l ood ... o 
11 ,, 

(I Cor . ll :23) , 

11 ':PhJc-~ i.r· r.,_y l;lood of th; covr;n~nt ' .' l1ic;11 j_9 

fhrY1 for !·,!r.l.'l.Y . 11 ( 14 ~2.4 ) . 

stLLft in ~:11 .· c\ :~t.r.J of Ci't1PhA.Ei..r; f'ro;:1 'the covc.;nr:'.nt 1 to 
( it' 

l ! !;~- h lo0cl ' . . ~:.·Jr r . follcr'f. Dor-·. Ur.~_:ory Dix i n i ·.0':.- in;:·· 

~25 . 
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Lll.'~u' s c.ccount, (2'~ ~ 1:5-20) , llO'''ev;_;r , j_s qlute diff'cr-

t l r- H · J J · t " · t ' r t · 1 · t · r 1 ,. · ll 1 · .. P·u e •·r1 ___ nne tJ;. r~ :!. 1. a.ga.1n un 1 J. .1~ - ~ lL1l ~~~- 1.r1 

n'lhe t~ <J1 1 ~Jl,"1t h:r e i.s Wr10 l.J _y· e:Jc.ho.t.:o lo.o'j_co.l} ~-t'·J 
in SO f Cl 1 ' ClS the D.~I.).O ., .r ep_r-e;:.e•':t:S a r: a_r: r o :;:e!!t 
-~·.t .-:.11 , Lt :~ s ~· sa.:>raJ!le'il. of Gor··H·.r, :~on w.it"" -:. 
St ;''()l'• ri' e ~ri·--:-:t.nlr u l' ('~] 1' +' r ~nr . - l' t i < ,.. -~p·,p ly J •.•• :l ..... ..~ .... J -"-~·- ... __ \. - ~ ... L.-

ttl.:! [J:· ssOV;_Il:-' 1:'11·. :~rnr•·t•.'i-l ".S " .'~~,rt:\1!01 OL t. 1
),: 

.r~ll.o· ~.h'l~; of. t'1:• n ~·0 ·. ~l' of Cc).~ -Ln t~L ~ tnrclOEl 
· 1io~ · e r.r .J.ng 's ""l1t 1.e, ~Y.t :r1 . .!.'!'l ; _r.·· 1.2 no t.J1."'11 -
tion nf ~!"'!.~ hre ~rl~ o.nd tr~ · WGr'is of v . l9a.. 
~;t~ :·1·1 nut:~.i..d· t;·,_, co;·.~nLt ·!u r· ·tt .rn ; th,,r,_, is 
no t;·lo t1')l t of , .D.Y r.;rrer e11t r~tj n'1 oJ the~ bo•l,lf 
o.r;d :·-loo(l of Ct11.·J:~ t, nn tl1ou:.t1t O;~ covcJtl ''.:l t, 
no t ;;ouc--l1t 0 ·:' f.lrl.cr}f:Lc,: , :J.N:t't from tll•.J tr~dl~ 

67 tiona.1 .:; ~.c.: ·if tee :J.t. t lh.: F.::t~.~ ov.:...r lP!.ib :L ts.~ lf. 11 

~'l~e .r\ .· 

: .. tc:nt5 .. on of' verce l9a.. Verses 19 , '?.0 form tri...:::! E'::!cnnd p:--.rt 

:Cnrm ve !_~y ch,sel,y , 1 't' t Lu' ~· n,i·J..c· t 1·: : .,fTc-.n plu'·-·.E·e, let!i,·1 

gave t~ tl~·- '1 ' (v .l9 ), ·t.)'l t:"·: nJir" n t ;--t1..i.cl1 i~· nour.)<l 

~~'i ·· _B~?--r,e, op . cit. .. r. 22.5. 
:. ···.~\ ... .r c' ]_ , 0 

·, !yi ,l pp 225-6 . - .. ··- ·- a o • 
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out f'or you t (v .<.o) • He uses t!u Pr.ulinc~ f or rn o~L' tho 

stnt or0.;-mt , t ·rhis cun i:·: th:: nor· cov:1n2.nt in my blooc1 (v . 20 ) . 

J:LLv inG no t :. :cl r.. J.l this , ···c turn to tfh; t c\ tu.!:' 1_ r:;vicLmcc con-

Cc ,r.nl·l1r. '-ll l~n~, t''l () 'if rc· )f" .., . . l .. - .I lJ • ,:, ,:-., \..., . \.. _! ..... l,. L.) • There "' :J f lnc1 t hr>. t Co(tex ::Soz "'.c 

CD ) ~ P tJC1 t ::"· Ol d Lr.tin 1'1 tnesscs a b d c f f 2 i l , <:: 11 omi t 

1;\hl' C:: Qt1' ll 11"\':)V'' f' t'"' 1 rrr )nt ··~ r• •; l('> l• "'h t 1 ··~ ..... ~- •:.. ,, ,.) l ;'' ~ J "' (., c . . ' ( . 

of tcXtW:~1 , :Vid.::;:·tcrJ in EUnpor t 0.1~ ret "'. tnlnf t h~·;,''C V.;r SOS , 

h1Jt rnm. t mo'lGr n .~ditor~ f avour t;1r-J omifc: ion , ( -::.) b2c.r..u9 c 

Ji lC liJ. :~· ion ' '·'OU ld lc::"i--~ w~ w i .tt1 :-:.. s ::c onrl [ .. i v .1. n[ , oi.' the cur, 

t ewkd t .r·.:~::- trw:nt . 70 E ; fi r .: t buJ.Jrl f:' 11p o. cho..in o:f' .. :vi..d ·~nc ·:~ 

t o :::i1c·:r tl l"t; tl1<·. shnrtr:;r r:~'1iDf'' ( i . . ! . \" . 19r. only) j_c· t lv 

sur.:.r.ior onu . \'::;r~.: o ~ l9b , .'~O , on · round:: of lrng w:.?;c! c:nr1 

9t y1u , c~nnot '!:'.v-.~ l!C:J n 1.'1rj_tt'.J.Yl. lJy LUl{c . 71 :rut J eror:1iJ.:' 

i.n~ .f<:J.l1 ~J.1"..,·Y r·hc.1 n it is r~1allso rl th[l.t vv . l 9 , 20 r..ro 3. li t 

ur::::·ic<' l fonnu l a . 

11 IA1K':~ or hJn .r~ ourcc ' oul.d a l r'l os t inv~.riE!b 1y r.o,D,Y 
tl~ :: f'!?Ilii1j_ r~r JJ. t ur [';ic :::-.1 f'onnu 1o. r;h,m l ll: co?.P1C~ t o 
t he i.'l ords of .ins titution in his l'Tosp,: l. r:--~.rl\ did 
8~nctlv thu s~m J . rhc.reforG ~~ CQDDOt axrcct to 
f ind LUC·".n irliom e.t thiP point . 11 72 

c.~vJ.de: r-; co , thuc s~..; cm to Po .in t cone l u.s tv e ly to tho lonr.:u r 

r .:?ll i nr·: llG in,g til· : cor .r ... :c t on·; . Wr:! c~ru t hon 1r...) ft 1".i tli 

v·;·':! d :l.f i'icu1ty of o.xpl r::.ining th'; (lc rivc. tion o.P tho 

s].wrtr}r r ;e.riinp f rom t h : lonr-~or . ,J~.,'romi.~.s 13Xr.mines 

6~~ Britl~< h an-J F'or('~i.~-n Bi':1 lf~ Soc t•J t ~' odi t 5. on o~ t ll8 
Gre ] ]<· New ~[·,~~ .:-· t r:t·"' , ~ n t , 19).r . 

69- Borr~ , op . cit . p . ~26 . 
70- ..Ji .rE!Gli:t.~~ , J . - ' Tl1.: Buch.'='rLst1c Word2 of J,:8tLs ' , 

pp. F.:W-lOG. 
71- Ibid . p. 102 . 
't? - Ib i rl . 



: .. :::·.s J.ntc;nd•:Jcl -:-.. :_~ a ilhJ ~.· m: of ~~~;ep:Ln(.. tl1c =~uclv::trL: t :-: n;l i. t s 

1.·:orrls ry !' lnc~tltut j_on fru-r; prof::'!.!1!1t ;Lo n. , 73 for 

t ex t . 

!I i t SC0.m.S J!O~ S i1! lC tl; ··t a,]_r, ; :o a_y i1t tlL:! t LlC: ~ ·h~;n 
J)JJ.;,-c 1 c Ci-m"!n(?J ~·;r:.s r1r i ttur' tlY~ Et.1c l1 ~:.rist ".'n.s i n
volv,, r1 ·]n ·t·· i ) . " 1 '.'11" " 1"()11 "' 'i CCll c;"t l· o : r:! '' ' 11 i Cl • ' ·· n _cn • - ,, . ... ---• ~ . I) 1..,..N I.J.. ,_,..L . • ~ ~ . • L ,. , __ , ..,...( . , . .J: .... ,, .,_ ~•- - I \. J ·-" 

t)roug.11t against t11 ~· Chri.sti.D. t'-~ ; ro.,-,c1 fJ.nn lly 
!ln::_rt f.l·o·n 2.11 tll l ~~ , j_t c:c ,. ~ ~r~cu r.ic.llt to liYLt 
t ile; inst.'ruction about th.iY suprt:mlc iYl.yst •.~ ry of 
t lu Cllri~~tJ .-? ''1 f'~j_ tl·l t:) full •JOrlbcrs of tlY: 
Churcll ' • 11 74 

t '1' OYJ '" nl· Yl ''!' ···o""'" Of V '·' 1" c· ·· 19 :··-• r·~ ]· .. ·t''t i-1 ° J.._ \_. -· ' ··- .!. l ~_: .J.. ! J.~... . - · \ ,.J,. , ~ ... . l ... ... _. ·-"- ·· · _.,.._, 

nw···'t ... •> t vl·' f :- ·i thfll l l'' O' l } rJ 1rr10"' 11nT·: c· o 0l'nl! l\c•n~ \' nt ..;. _ •. \.,., . 1 J " , r • .. J.- • , 1. . . _ ~ .. _ . \ L , l ..:. . 1 . .. _... ' 

bu t vrrr Lch ~' ' OUld t-:; 11 tllc; un.tn1t:i_O. G(J ll l i ttL' . H75 

'orcls : 

n rn~lir- c~m i.~ t lH' ne'IJ c. ov,: n::·.n t l n r:ty blood 11 -

(I Cor . 11~2j) . 

Ior d rn <"\·' h::rv\.~ 11o(; n tt1:.-~ r-~.(. u 1::--r IJrc.c ·u c; of covGn~.nt 'V''(j_nr:· 

76 i. n t !l · ~ c ont:~-~~por~r -; ··· orlc1 . S.:i.nc ,-; Ute t i;n(; of !-io'De .'? 

c / 
wo..y of ceo,J. lnp: t!":; r.·.t ic~n t :--tc t unovoot:' 

t c.r·m f or 1 tn~".ty ' • 

·r.~· Ibid . n . 1o:·; . 
'!1- ~[1-:l ·:L. ·no t -.: l . 
?~- Ibid . not: ~ . 
'16· -~ Me::,,hml1s.1.l , on . ctt . n . ?<:?.?. . 

(ll. ,~..,.t-.·io nQ) "" " C ,..., J.,.., _.., . l.h • l ,- I._; lJo..:... J . J. .... 

iJ.:_. .. ,· n"' t 
'·"\.:,:. ~"-- .... :-. 

'7'7··· It '.:5_1.'1 b:; r.: ~l~Jml! .Jf' ;: :rl fro, 1 ~:. _:ndz.::nhP. ll 1 c: d i r·cq·"sio•·l 
of t\ll.' ·"'· .. nc.L~nt Hi. t t :l.t .: troc.t.L:.s (.su_r·!.n"'· 1' · 6 ) t .l!..'~. t 
I tr :.:·:.tjr l c}j_rj not rL;C (;r· :: .~~rj ] ·.: il'!1' l V J ·)L~·~'.J. t •.:f'!YJ"' . 
T~:.::r-.:;fo.r.-.-: 1.~ P.~c:oc1'.t1<1?: a--rfov&xr v.,_;Jltl'l th · _~ ~ · ' (V'cl.t: of 
J._; .c·u[j, ME?.~~l:Ytllq_ l l doc~f· j o t com:'lJ t lllm;:c~ 1-~" tn ,<:!n-::8-i. -
fJln.:-:: t:-: :-~ t'!P8 ~'f cov·:~1:· nt ::!,-,:~ 1•:(1 ~lcr: : . 



't"l.,.:, tl10'"lf~}'l .... nr J"qll"') ~ .. l .J J.., L. : lJ - J_ \ .• L.,.; - I..J ' 

.. " (1 ("'! , .... _ ( .... 

--~ru , 

t..TC~l"'\ . 

in fs·.ct , of t ctl 

7Q 
'/:lG) . '"' 
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~. covcn~.nt • 

P rr .... . -. 

If t :.i.~ 

co'~h]nr-.-;t jn lol,Jml , tiLn ~To~uc: .. -.u::!t 11'.VJ ~-lr-d 1n .nind <ln old 

ccw.m:-:·.nt :1.n bloc1 . Th· . . Sfl..:r:::)r t" ch,:: Ol.' _: .stion, 1 1 .'1ll1cl~ old 

o 1:1 _i,les tt.trnen t p:-:~sso.ge s ~ 

(j ) J(JnN:iD.s :3UZJ)8 tsBO tllr. t t llc r uf>r\;nc\; 1::1 to 

( .i ': ) 

'/_j .. 
?9-.. 
-~:o
r l -
,.._ .. 
. -- -

connec tt-:: n .. ~_r: h1oo•1 of 

"Ynu too , :f'0r ,.dJ.Oil ;, c:(JV~'rnt '":".C ch~ci.cl •. x1 vnon 
ov ;r 1Jloocl, lr~v:-~ I 1\.:~hemei.l fro •• l tllc: .';r:rvitPdn 
ill -c~ sr t . " s:n 
!>a.li~t Q.!1 a~F~e·;~ th~t t:,i ~- wo.s tl1e stgnific ::'.. :c\: o, tl1e 

c~1vr)n:-·Jt b l ooc1 , 02· but t111nJ:ef' t!'v1.t 

n, .h., '" ;.·-1 •1J'nJ'"t ~;~1". tJ~, ;•'ir.., Tr·"'Ll'·' rl '1·~ "'Ot 
\,.,;; o ,.\.t ~ . .• ""'·- , _ , "' -~ -- _ \._, ' 1, . , , L..) , I . _ I J 

t 11l't11" n ·:' t-'nir n~rc•pc:: l·ut J·· ···i < !l .·]r~·.r:<.! 
• - . - .J . • • • '- .-I I,, . (, ... , ' • • • • t. \... .f_ •• "" • . I. ; .,...._ 

at :~u.e,yr'J. tn lt-r-.r=, v~:lu.J.bL; b,:;(;c:~u;.;.,; tl!, v r:l1oW 
'1-tr-t '' 1 ""''~ '1'1-~lc'r<' toocl l;< j ;C(JV·'nr:>r'lt J··lc)od ' ·· ;, 6~5 • -- " - . ~ 1,...... • . -' ~. • .... ,) . • \_.j • • . ,I. • 

Uendenh"l] ('r "j ' · 11 r'F) '"l \vl ,1.. (•, ., .1 • • . t .... IJ • _ 0 f (,, L.. e 

n·LlLi.s ~rv·~ · : , o p . ci.t . t•D . '?·;- '! , 
• Je re~·ll.a.s, on . c1t . n . 14?, nr1te . 1 . 
I~td . -
Tr.,id . , ··luo t.:d J~rn;n Do.lma.n , G. - ' Josu.s - ... T<·~: -·cl:vo.', 
":"()..•Tlor· ·.J _ t·rr•' nJospel r:>cr·o·'rJi"'( t.o c•t. i' 'r:>l·•lr ll p •' •l o • , ' • , ,lOu , · •• • .~ I ~ .t. , , ' 1 • I 1.,.) J • ~ (\. ' • 

·?uy lor , \[ . -· ' J,Y't.' S and H:i..'"J S:::c.::Lfice ' , 1J1 • • 137-8 . 

T' . 151 .. 
545 . 
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11.'\! ·tl Mose ::.: too~~ ~1-:L,~ or tfF; b l ood r..nc1 i•t:t it ln 
lJr.cin:-:, '-='.!11 tlr-l:f ~)f Lh.: 1J l or:xl J·L; tl1rew- c~··r.in.~t 
~~~l~_; 2lta.r . Th1~!f1 l"i:~ tool<: tlr bouk Df tl1e; c:o~ ' ,; 
nrnt ~.:~d r J-d i t in tlv; ll.ee.ri!y:· r ' t rt : pC:1m:l~.:; 
~;lr.i t!~C 1/ S:!.lrl , 'All tlJ~t thJ Lor d ;1E2 .".:T:Ok0l1 ~,-~ 
1'J. J l rlo" ::O•lt'i 1')-. .... i l ) h·· Ob··.:Jl·.-·.•·1' I ""'G-- ~-0, ,co _ _ ...... ; , ... _ ·- . _,_ . _, ~ v ... ·-· J L • .. ~ ~ .. • ..... \_, u 
tooL tn,: bl ood r:;'J.<.t tl'lrcm i t Unl\11 t h'' pcopJ·-: , 
:'.m"t :::? . .i<.l , ' I.::;!w l cl ~J·J..: 1.·~ 1oou of the covcns.n t 
, .. Ill i.c,!: t !x: Lorc1 hr-.:- ·ne.:'L ~--1. t 11 ~·ou i n ace orLl<:.~r.cc 
·,_; t.h 211 tl1'jSG vror d:::: .t 11 

0 n~··(' •n . nr. t r•od" ll~[ L _; 0 v · • T~J l~ttcr , thJ b loo~ oprinklcJ 

act Jf ~nrin~llnr it ~8 in-. . 

~)llt , 1J_y V.Jrtu . .: (: f h . i r: ,.,. . - ,., . ..,_ ... :: 

~ . , . t' 1•.rL1 , 1s .·Kl~···. :l"n ~ It .l.fl 

~'1 o·"'DO"tll'n'Lt'r -ror ,._ .:. ~ 1'_.... .( ! 1 t.J -

(ill) Ruiol! Otto 

11 I ·'-·\r··· '"l·v·-·" 1'"ll - ..... ·:-. cc•r .., ;J - r•t t> t-1-- ·• t o··l ... l~J.. .. -· ·~j- J' _,l • . • ... . '(.,. '.,!,_,_, _,\•-l \ lj .. l .... .;.,; ~ - ·; , 

P.. ll[:h t to ttw (1C:,tiJ•. ~8 , to open t;1r; C ·r'.;8 t 'i::,t 
er. : bJJ.!ld , to ~.>rin· v•t tlL:! prtu~nt-:r.s fr·on t:1~; 
lil'tlrr·, -'Ot' Inr·~o•r j·j·, .. p_ .. rl.R011 r-"n~r· ···110 C"' •• L-f- ··11 rl'='t,,, .. _ - -<l- \. ~ . L ' • I 1 .\.1 _ - l1 l ..1 .. ._. •._, - ...... i.J ). _ <. ...... •. 

!l~.J~c_; • o ••• " 

35- Ihl~ . r . 13P o 
I.)G- Jb:l.J . -
U7~- Ottc~ , ·c·~ . - ' Th~:; Y.j_,·J(.' rJ. .. , :-1 of C+o·~- .~.rvl ,. ~·; . · Snn OJ.' 1~·,-:.,J l, 

r:r. . (289- 2.95 . 
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,~~nu Isa . 49 :13 ~ 9 -

11 1 11.-::.v.:; ).(1:: p t you r.!ld eiv•~n you .for 2. co•renf'l . .tlt t o 
tl1:) poo,)l s , to (JF;t~.bli.sh ti1r3 le.nd , to ::muortion 
r-1--, 'l'c•Jor.Jt·~ ~1··r1't.-·-r..,.,, "'"Vl.' n(" tc) tr1·· nrJ·'"·onr•r'"' u l \..: , ~ ' ·' • r·, "' , 1 .• v '"'-' ,:; .. , ..;: •:.... v . r, .• -. • . . • · , 

I Corn.; forth r, to tho<=!J .. llO [',['~~ in d::~.rknos~ , 
I App,Jc.r I • " 

!1""( th·'r fnrm 88 
c.": l J u .. ,_. . I. • 

11 1·JrniJ; ., -:·.11::• t i t ,.,;:> o r·n <• c~ ~ .h lr• t 0 U.tll' t··. t ~ ~-- 1' d ) :I 
.J V ._ • J ,. , J . I ,.1 t ~ • .J-. • J ,..; '·• lJ. .• , ~· "-·" 

r.'i ' th; :···m:; COV(1!1C'..nt 1' 1i tl'1 ttl::?. 1d·:~::- of r" i.:2c1i:::.to:r 
o.f thFt cov·.:;nrnt . Ir1 ~-Ii.c o··~~· tl1oucht J·E~r-u~· 
l• l cn 1c~d tl1::;:'u t1··o icic·e.s , l~:rto1· in·-- t h2.t 1:>y !U;-
T·.~c..<':!l.· O.tl "'i~(J l'n::Jth tl'l'>\T n 'r" 'h· j nr r;1l' n·:•l r>:l ,'11'1(1 \.~.1·00 I .. • ~. . \,..,o •I .., .., _, •J I o 'J .,I l )l.,. • ,,:_ L(:'• , . .., _'-' - , 

• ;r, nr1 ., ODr' II 89 . . . 
• CLI...J.v •.. e 

r..~:xyv,_: tilr._~,~ pass::u::os ~-·ar in th·3 mind o_:: our Lord to t i1c - ,_ 

ad ttw ~ords of institution. 

?.2 ~29 -

11 A~:l ·I1J Fc>.t,;~:·; r ailPOlntr.:c1 a lcin:.Ciorr. f or ·n ~; , :·o d.o 
I ;;,p·point for yon tiit::t .vou r1.'?.y t.~r.t and clr:l.nk r.t 
mv +-.-,bl•') 1' n t111' 1-i n· r:J.nm ( I ( 1:.· c:: ,; ) v lJ .. • .. \.:. ! l _ I • \. • , , '.... • ~ • ,_ • ~ • 

11 I 11ppoint ( S IQ(TI9<=,«oc. t ) w1to you "'- 1 ~in?L1om , 
JV\:;n af'! mv Fr..th2 r .~m1oint(~c1 unto me: , thP..t ~~(; 
~P...Y •=.:: r. t e.no. dr :Lnk • • •.• 11 

• 

Grod·~ , but Flew com: Lli.Jr:.~ th:--~t t l1e H •. Ni.sud Vors.Lon r,;n-

clor.:!.nc .ic.: \;o be rc: jcc t(JCl, siLcc; dinln::- at tl!c tP.blc of 

r. K:i.n ~ i::~ Y10t ncc0.ss.~.ril,~r e. Si[:,n of el1arj_n r: hU~ D.utl'lorit:,r , 

at~ th~::! n. v. ~:ould imply . 90 

~~----

88- P!_ew, R .N. - 1ae.sus and Hi s Churd 11 , p . 75 . 
89- It· j_ 1. 
90- If.JicL T' . 76 . 
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Otto tre.nslc?.t t;S btol T;fi<=f<XI ns: I I r.tppoint by COVG

nant i , 9'1 so that the R . s . v ~ rendering; modified in thi.:l 

light , ~auld read: 

"As my Father appoi.nted a l\:ingdom for m~J by cove nant~ 
so 'do I e.:0point for you by covenant t '1at you may 
c;e.t anci. drink <t my t 2.b l o in my kinr:;dom ; ; ; ; 11 

Hen; ; ;::e,ys otto ; t h,:J meanirl[; of di.sciple.ship r crwhes 

i te final form ~ 92 :·!i th this v1o may agn:;t.) , whl le disagreu

ing Y' i th l1:i.Ir1 in the manner in '''hicl1 he r oaches tl1is con-

c.lu.sion, .for h e bases it on t;le rc-;ndc;ring of 22 :29 wt1i.ch 

V1e !!cW3 re jectod ~ li'le~'' ' s r easonine. i.s more sound: 
11 Ti'1 . .; conm:c tion be twe :·~ n UF.: c1ce.th 0f our Loni .::>.ncl. 
H13 lclngly rule i.s eo·.sontial to thi .s par.'~nge . 
On l.~r throu~·h Hi[! sufferin[' 111i 11 the; kingdom be 
consllillinatcd . Jesu2 desires His disciplJR to 
share l!l tho joy of the consummation,- but His 
way t o it mu.st bL~ thu.i.r 1'0._1/ . 11 93 

Dl llistonc sums up 1:'It::ll the conclu.::ions ,..,hich we YJ1G.Y 

draw from an ov-2rall cons .idorc:..ti0n of the-; LB.c-t Supper 

narr<ltivcs , 94 including the Se<0fin[;' in Lu:~e 22. :29 . Jesus , 

he suggests, rogo.rcled His disciples r.~ a cove nan t - commun-

ity, V'ho were t o sllnrc His mission , His sufferings , F'.nd 

Hi.s triurr:ph . At th .::: la::;t SUf>!Jer , He , as God ' s repr esen-

tati vc , scc:tled tho r c l ationE'hii-\ by the inaugur8.t ion of a 

neif! covonr.nt ~~ 

"By wor d , He i nvested t hem "" i tl1 au t hority and 
partnc;n:;hip VJ i thin His royal purpose; by sacra
mental act , He joined th~:Jm to Himself in a cove
nant of blood . 11 9!J 

Thj_s 1 'WS the ful filment of the promlso of Jcr . 31:31-4 . 

T1lt;~· v1erc henc·:'3fort~l a communi tv "lhic.!l l1wi been t aken 

up into a eoven2nt rc;lationship with Gael through Christ, 

c:mc.l. they wJro commit t ed to the t ask of cc:lling all ~en 

int o t ~1e s2.r11e r e l ationshi po 

- ooo-

91~ Otto , op . cit ~ n . 289 ~ 
92- Ibid . 
93- Flew, on . cit . p . 76. 
94·· Dillistont~ , op . cit . Pf' · 11 - e 
95- Ibid . 7 • • 
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Pl\.liALLEI.f) reo THE /.ll AGH I<H C Of.'C:2:PT . 

F'lrr.t, v~c Pl.J.::t .c:ee};: t~H ~ re<' .s om~ fort:;(:; infrc:q_uent occur ·" 

- .r-enee uc tll.c: t:::rc11 b1Dl9~'<"1 in the' ~!.J"l 'l1C)~tam.-::nt , ::LP c0m-~ 

pi.rcc1 y·J tl"1 1 ts pn:;domins.ncc :Ln the Old 'fc; .s t ~'r11c:nt . Sccoml , 

1.1.·: t.i ·_,C·'. tr1.1C'. 011\'·" . • T:'nr l· l.,,· t~ t1" ., J" ;·1 R-·r)Y ·1V'l 4
" Jllr·l ~i'-'''' · 0 '''· ·' -- - - ... ,, _ • .._ •. I.N ~\ .,' -·· ( ........ _.:!.) _\./ .,,!., ·- •· · • y .. 

;:·~·v·; nlr<:JEJ(lY G::cn , t:ls n"~Tl Vlc1 f ! com::JJc)r .:cl ic1J•!tic;·'.l W'it] 
' 

t \--. ") ·,. ·o c• " 1. '"' L"-" 1 . ~-~-- -~ .. c ·~... l_J ~-.-.~ • 

2 
tr1c; covcrv::n t . early 

Cllrir~ tia.n Churc< : could never b(: s:.:-..t1~--:fi.ed "lith m.w!1 ~~ not·-

ton of tl'lc~ covenant , for it nr::;.s ci(~void of any pc.r,:;onal 

:rerc~onn.l , .:.nd ~'1 8 CCJ' ur-ler~t>nd t~1::;lr h~; sitr:.tion at uslnt· a 

term 1'h.icl1 9 by Je;n:L~l1 rni . .s.intc;r]}rc t s.t.ton , h0.c1 lo ;:3 t tY-:.: s per--

.. Ic f.t::~vc .:--. l so made 8, stmly nJ:' t .hc h:Ls to.ry of tlv; ~ ·n.cd 

D.f ' cor::pr~,c t r 

l - .Sur: suiJra p.4o. 
2 - D 0.v t G c~ , on • ~it • p p • 2 60 - 1 . 
2! ,c: ,;L; :=;un.ro.- I) . ~o . 
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found til:-. r:or a. an acL::ql'~' tu exnr::).:-;s ion of Uh; idc ...... s con t, in:.J 

in tl1c .n "'} :~ co!'lcep t ~ Bu.t b~r tho ;·;e, · I'2st :->'1-.::nt perlocl , 

tlv) mJc-s.!1ing ~f ~·totG-~k, had more or l c:.::s crystr:.l li::.!G<l ir1.to 

, .. ,111 1 or 1 t(),s t em<Jnt 1 . This , th; N:;v1 T~;s t unc~nt 1qrttc:rs 

~·!oulc'i.. !.wvc f e l t, cou l d not conve,~r 1_:Jll''.t thHy uncl~rstoo1l tl.; 

Co venant of God to be~ , r.n:l i'lCJlCC 

It ~··r:tE' not only in Juc1:-istir; .!'1.nr Grc~·:!l! ci:'' cl~.~··" , 11o1·";V::1··, 

tJl ..... t trw ldc.!l. of ~to~.G~k'1 ~-,r:.r- l1k~~l.v to ly; •.t.i.:intcrpr·:' t.~l., 

iVJP.v'· '!'ls.n,L !·'o··: t.h\; tc:;r!Tl l co·J(~.tY'.nt ' , to t1·1c Bon:'n.s , i:nrlL,cl 

~n :LJ.lr.wr l r~~~cr:: t ;,;och;ty .
11 

t.l;:ncr; i 1.~:.;r ~roun , h.i..ci; u.n!:)•.l. i;ile 

liefs ··:o1.1.ld .flnJ itt::.;lf i.n c::.:r.tol'S troubL-) , e.J:t tr1: outc0r.1 ... 

t,pr-rrl.ll0l()f'IT ir·l th·, k'UCJ·~ .. ric.· t r,l...,C•-:-ou·' ·,r·r:.-.1-"' 1n rr"'Cl."<.'llr 
... • • - ..1 - - - ·-· ~ ~ 1 ·- -.a..... ' "" Cl. - u I ~ · - · - ,! J t~ ~ ~ -t} 

t:i_,, ns 

4 
5 

6 

7 

" ~om:~ tor:-';t11:)r to llj.'"lrl tl-;c·J.s·.lvc~; ll\T .~ ~~cr''·-
rncnttX:l , 11-6 .,. 

~ t '· ; . • ro t l . ·~ ~, • .. n... , r-1 • 
'7 

- ! r;~rL)~hRll , Oil . C.it . y; , 7°~~ . 
- J I) 1 ' -D n ..... J .... ·don 1· n i-1 ~ "' "'"t 1· c l ' ' ,.,,.l'' RoM., n i:i\ ") ··1 r .., o . • o o -~ - . .~:-; _ , . _ . I 1 • ....:: , J • .t ...1 t. .L ' . .. _ 'J l~ .. .u• ; 1 . .. ... , • 

. in tt<.:: f.'J.r· t Cw1tury ' ( P-~<::tl<c ' s Corn'Tl,;.r.tE:ry· on thn 
:BH1 l c , 1962), r}r}~:cr5 b(); !1, '"f'LVt~ of ~me l! t .rc:c.C1on 
t .ri? l s ::1w1 8::ccr_, tlo~l.S under t 'h~~ Ern:!_Jcror 'i'1b:~ ,...ill:~ , 
b: t···(~ .Jn 2~·- 2.s A.D. ( p . 700 ) 

- FPX'''.;l l , ~'i.D . - ' A., butlin.~ of Cl1rL:ti:-.n ··.;orshil1 1, 
f · 9 . "\l ::.!o :"Iend;.:nlr.ll , on . cit . P o '722 . 
Br:.l.cdon , op . cit'. p . 7os : 
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of r.r.c.rif5.clr'.l rn82t weru f-~lJJ.nf')' as ,_ rc1sult of p ··onl:.~ 

of tlH CJ1rj_st~_~.ns n~rt of hJc ,~xcus~~ for lnf'ti.tutin~· tl1r~ 

C>l·rcll h?[.;"n to us:: COV!W'".nt t .. :rmlnolo{:"y f.JY' .. rin: ly . S:UCfl 

r·1·::.~' 1 'i' J 1 lr: tr'H) oxr·lrm:--Nt~_on .~or i:.~ e. sl1or t · r text in Lu~-~,1 

"'""'• 19 "'0 1"i'' h .,, "'"'V rl .. ,...,.[J d't'Cl1 " 0 ~(j 8 
r... • 1 .. , .L1.C l 1:, ,. i]c, ; -~ t'i ... ::.,\. l.. - ~·,;,•.: • 

1-1 ·- ~c· " -.•. .., i · ..., r~ ll"'t · rr i <· l·•"' 1i nr , -' : ... 9 wE! ! __ n .. •.tOC l :. ,t,; , L_._. ·: r,u __ ~-· , "!1-i h::n~e 

, ... ,<:'.~on fnr ·-~ll " 'n r···l,,ct:-•· '·' n'='l"""~l.., ;-r.,. 'l1c·rr•::'1C>J'Ylr. c- nlit ~l • .•. ' · _ • ' - · . v ............ "" .,.1( .... , __ c .... J.:· .. ~ . V.L...c. . 1 _~ · .......... . ;J. ·- ~- . ~ 

11 It 1.s difj'j_cult to n,~,'(·I\_CI_ tlw cnncl1x::ir::n tlv' t fn.r 
W :::'t.,·:rn Ct1.r i.~~ti0.-,!.it~.r 2t 1:-;r..r: t, 1)ntr. tt} ·: outstr-.n+-
i;l{'' crx'.t:i.vity of tio e ·: ' . .rly Churr·tl n.nJ tllt") r~dj_c:"~.l 
bi'e 8.k·n:_t l1 Jc~r-rJ::3r1 for111~~ 'lrEl :".:'E'OCi<:.tc'l p··~ttt•rns o.t' 
t!~':lU?ht v--~?·~r 800n prr_1dUC,-.'C1 :"!. .structur-~ Of 1:-'e li'rimw 
t~!O'.l''l"1t Pd'l'l J~f.~ ·in wh1c.t tho ol'l cr.nmn".nt p-tt,_:.r!1f' 
v:·">r,··' ,..,nt Y'-:>!:lll\i ll~'>{'Lll ,"'.,"' "'mr:.'lf1c~ Of' C0'"'•"1Til.C''i--'t0ll 1!9 

_. ,J .l. I . . \ .. (_.., V .... to...· .., , ..... • ...... [ I l,.l,. • • .._ • L.• - .ll.!. 11.. ., J J - o 

e;,t vnr:.-:ion .'_~ of t;1:.o ··.rorJ::: of Inet.itt't:i.on ~t tlr: 1 ".::- t ~~ur

p.:r . 10 P:J.ul t .s v :::r·:-:Lon , tf'l·o ::arli·r one , r u\c.ls: 

11 'Vl1:t~~ CUP i.:: thr~ new covcn2nt j_n rr~y bloorJ" -
( l. Cor .- 11 :2.5) , 

~---.. --, ~llJ,r"' 11 rD 
:~ - '-'' ' '-J • .: '' ~ • - • \::JC) . 

C) -1 1'(1'~ 1h~ l 1 Ql"l (' 'l. i· .... - ... : • J ,:,. •• - '"i.. ..1.. ., .. . • . . . lJ • 

10 - St;\: Sll\·)r:.~ }! • bG .. 
.p. 7':.3 . 
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If B(:~r.:.rr: "J~~J Dom Gr :gor J D1 ~ fl.r'' ~on:-ect , ll t l1··n t11J 

) nhr't" . (<t t,tn __ 1 c •• , 1 . -

t he ~ ~.~.? s . 

Tl~ese, t h·~~n , .1rc! 20:·1c o :· t!'1·. · poss j_ t l '"! rc ::-.~ onr.: r·0r tr1-.• 

tnf.r ·eq,~e rt· y nf U'>:; of b1.,(b'~K~ .tn t·1e N€W T;:;t~7 .:1:nt:: . Y,.t , 

frc:·.' our s tu/• .. ';• of tt1.; pG..sr:.·_,~:: .. r: whet~ l.t :to\.~;; oc~nr , 

1.'.-.,) n.t· ~:: .; t::r-! ~1 -::>tl:J~K, i.t::~) lf? 

r_p:·: e answer 15.e£ in LJ...; r··lcrmu:::~ nf 5.d,!!';E ~v i_U: •··hJ.e!l1 ·'cJ 

hi~torlc~l n~cur~ of th 

·111 t·._! ·_q_~ rt l :_l_ l'::C:I_,.~_ .. r,,"r:nt- tr'lfll'~l·on·:· ,-.-, ,rcl· npo ·•1r in~t·ir·t·iv ·- - \.' _ _ -ll_ u ·'" ... 1 ) 1... , ,.. J \.\.., .. 1I..JU -.1 - -\_. ·- J. ·-·~ .... '·· 
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1."' t'l' Pc-··r"Ol" of J·>"''C! "'b.J"i ct· ,.j . ~ - ·' • ... ·- '-.~;.. . .......tv \;._. ··'- .J ' for 1 ;rc God nnt only J.nt·· r~ 

wmc.r~ ln lli~;tory , '1.8 E;:; rlLl ::..ttl~,.; :~odw; ~· E:; :~r:.t rs lli~~ 

tory. 12 r:frlrou:~h cthrint tJ·i. ~·:orl~"l .t ~.-: ~c;v,~d out of tl1.J bon

d.:J .. ::,{; '.lf .:::in , enJ. ti·;r~ ;.J:;'.· Ccv,·:n~/1t is . .;~;t-:1.blit.::!10ll . ..rtt._;tht·:r 

t: LiS .:_;.r_lvc·.t: ion :U: lr:.ccOninlis.l'mJ sole l;; r)y Gl:w Pnu:J.ton 8.ncL 

Dcutl'J o~ · Jr.~suE.: , ot b~· tt1c ,.:hole Incc:.r~-:..r.:.tion , iu a qu .. :c:· t.lnn 

i'Ji1ici;. lies ::mtE.:trl{ tJ:,··: ccor:) of tl1iS Ulf::CUSSion . T}h) po1:~t 

tlFt conc~~r'.1~:: w· no;·· Ls t..: ·:'· t ti::.c: id1;:-:-. of <-::::.lvr. tion t:Jl"0i} ~ ·h 

" '1 V ~- hi \'1 r: . .) ~-· :... 

·'on·· ,....n~ 'Jn rn•.r '"'""" Cl .. ,1 r_tl..r\1 .1_1· 1· :~~:: :·\1.:-' • ·. ' ' !1 .. .I • • • ... ·~' ~ • . u - -

I~'.'' s ln fact in. o•'.i..t .. o·f' Isr._:c l' .s ':'·..!pul:':iv:_;nr~::s tl·1 :::.t Y~Jr .. ~ h 

l::J 
c i·ic 'se :1, J.t · 1 ;~s ~i. J c 1-:~ ~ r-1.~' 8llo·~ Y1 tJ~.r st.1cl1 fJ£tG :.: ,_1 

(. \~ rJ -~~ :8z ul~l\) 1 

'·~ 11 ' ' n t" ·, ,, c ..... ~l 1 )iT ·;,: ,l 'tl 1 ,., t ' 1' Jl. 'l. •1 r t-,... 
oJ • .. t.J', , l.,1 L,• ' ~ ' ';,.f .1· , .I • <" I . ~ ,._._ V\.J 

li .. ;; J ·i ,,, '!-' ·. '' ... ,.. •. ,,,- t 11~-'lT)l ,r._:.,-! ",_ 1·'-' ri
1
1Y_ ••• ht t1"1-n •. 0. ,_...._ ..,;.. .,., ·" ··.1• -· , )-' . ... _~ _ \...,;._ .... , 'L uJ!._.. ~ ._ 

c:Jri.~.: t (t:i.c:.'\1 fr r ~ :~..; l .JP'"C'tl.'J' . 'Vhy , flfl ' ! ··.ill 
ll'~r :1ly dlc; for 0. rin·!ltvou._· fTI'!D ~ t ;t0U;-::J1 n.;r
tv.ns for ;::, P,'('l()tl :Tl~-1 011·.~ vrj 11 d_r~l'C C;IJ(;rr tn :l'L~ . 
3ut C'-ocJ. ;:-he>·· Iii r· love f'; i·' t'C i.n tfJ?.t '.'ili L : 
1an '"'l~r·. \r: · t, ,....l.n!11""••c· C~ri·.ot 0 J.tlf 1 r<·(·•r 11r:.• 11 
. . .• • , . . ,1 . J \ . • ~ l " .. ' ~ I . ~ .... ~ u . - . .J_ • - _ ' - • • 

(:Rn!1
' . -~·: 6- 8 ) . 

E). - Wl:a.le, J. s . - ' Cl1r i;:' t 2. ··a Dr··c tr ir:.·.~ ' , 
l:J - St ; i tll , Ol· · (' .. it . ?' · l~SG . 
11 - n .. i_cl . ~~~- · L-.4-7 . 

. . _. , ... 
·- ' ~>-! . 
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C !H.U'C ll • 

11 ;~:-c::t · · ·'.E: _i_n Chr 1.:; t r •.) cone 'i. 1.1 (t.g- t r~:. ,··cr 1r1 t o :15. :·t

f=·.~ lf , ::·lt r.ount l11r· tr·· .,!. r t c·.'Sf ~"'C'•'::: !:,,:".?.tnr t trt··.' , 
?:.r}'.i ... !11 t !.'1) r! t i . .r1( t o lJS t t1 ;; :n~ .. (:. ~ :-~. · ·:..: o ~;: r .. _} r.n11c~ ·L l l.'= ·,
t.ion ~ ( :?. Cor . ::') · 1') ) . 

) \ ~ 

.i,:1::··1 tl~..!l'(~ ·1.:::: tiL: v:.. r~.~ t .i~t l. . ' C!;:.u·cJ· r J t :·,, l f ( E-KKA.,vt<X ) , 

'."l1.:r:11 il~in. 1L~-s ~- comrnun5. t :; tl1··.t !'1 ;-::~~ r'·.:.! .. : C'' 1 l;:rl n'J t of the 

· rc·t·lrl int:J ·'l. n: J '"'.L .lon':tl. l"' of' •lt::•.~.i·n l.e:.:~rJ in . J.G 

· ·.-:-.;: -~n 1,.~nori~2.1t 
. -

r e1..., ·-~on' i11 ,, -:-,··t ,.. ..... ., r:.o l r·n·l ··1· Q C'-l'l r ct· 
'· IJ~ , . ..._ ... l -~ ~ ' ... , , • \..,..t,.;- ,;r ~- I" . t\.:. J._ , L__, ·-\,."" • · • 

C'"'~"'J " t I ( '"' r• 2 r'nr [::: • 1r/) ./'• -· .... . #_ . -.· -....~ .. ' • . )., . ' 

bel ~.ev;~ r ( e • g. G:--.1. r:: ~ ~~0 ) • 

0' . .U' CO't['id.C)J.:'t.L.lor: OJ.' S1o1.8~K"1 i.n ti l:.: 01•1 :_['::: : t·"';::. n t 

. • ' . l I ' I,, ..-.~ ·· 1 17 . :: . ..:r e··;. -·· . . · , • o~~: wa.s t;~ . .-· l).L\'in.J sov . .;r:~i_:::nu:·· 

l'_i- 2L!(: SUY"I.' '· r • 58 • 
1)- i'J e w, (;_p. -(:i.~~ . !'lf · ;~0-? . 
1..? - ;.:;~.:; ilP''l'. l' . IG • 



2IHl ini tir-.ti vc in es t~b l i.::: h.inp tfv.: covr:J n""'.nt rc; l 0 .tionsh1n , 

Thin responsihility , too , iini~ its pl~cc in tho ~~~ 

rlJ\; n(~t ju.(~t collections o/ L'.'. J.s, r~<~hor are they indico..t.tve 

'1.'l1 <? r:::sno.rK.il"l:l.Llt'] o . .' the. Cl1urd: m:-·:.,r ~leo br EV:~~n ln - ' 

from th~ne. to ttL; concept oi:' Gocl ct.s r:. 1\ln.c r•l1o2n lrw~s .nu.st 

b(; oboyol, . .1\ccorclinf.:· to Rt.~.bbi Slr:1oon b . Yoh::>.i (f. .. ~) . 140-

'10 or 1\.:in:· ly Rulu o ~· God . r · 

lD- Sr;c ;~n;nrr:.t , p.4o. 
19 I) r-1 .• • +- 'Jr..l · - ..:.Vl.eS 1 op • CJ. ·~ • p • > •. v • 
?.0- Fle:: , 011 , c:it . r . 13 . 
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e r.~t oxpr."Jsslon in t l1. injunc,Jlon to l.o'n: . In John l3:Z4 

t.l1i:· .!.~· ;.- lV'.'!1 :-:.:;; ~ .t ne··· corru·1i:--..nclitk!nt 1 , r:.p~:roprlc:..t·..: to ~·. 

')? 
' nt.:·.· cov-~·· n:.r ... t' ,r.--· :--.nd , 'J..= :··;.nd·milr.l1 pointr· out , 

n 'i.' .. :~ corr:nJ. .... n<1"'1r.!nt of lew:: • • • • C01T,;;:3ronu.s to t:1:: 
Vt:ry 'l··.tur·· o·l.' cnvc:~,1:- :-!t. it.:~uJ:i.' . ThL1r~~ l[' nothi'l!" 
!1C'."r ''..OUU t t !'lL:; ClY1r,l".i l•l ,~ .. CtJ P t .i tc~ n l'"1.C8 in t ll'-~ 
,0"\f. t1f' 1t r··.l~.tl·r~.- --_..,·, ..... :"'"'.-. i ·n· ·' q',· ·l·pu l :.., t nr1 0'-1·1 0'.., _ 
\ ..... -..J- .• • - _l .. t ___ ,. , u.-' "' ' J.. ,,.,,),~'·- l .-L ~ 

t1o:.·, t.n~-:U;l'··~:] b" V10:::\ ho ~..:n tor tD ·. COV(;J1.:--.l'"~ t COil!-· 
1 •Un~ t •: 11 ;.~.::_, 
I ·- .J- I • 

iJ~. \;r 
" 

J.s not 11°r -1 vnr• .;- ·:'r• ">f"ltl ' l'T ] <; • n '1.· .'; ·W ·-~ .. • . ... .. J -·· .... _..L. \ _ •• ) ••• .L. . lJl ...... ~CJ) ._C"" t-;r V\t - ·-' ' 

t, lle N·.·!·" : l H' .. r· ·· •'~'"~ t . ·r·J· t l. !'1'"' 
I ..L ~ . ,:,) lJ . . I ' ' . - .:. . - " , • ':llrf'r,c l' t apr .'\0.1'"' ••• .... .J.. " \' ..., c- . 

e .. :r.r· :~ .s itle . Ji'or 

" Lt-:.:) ;--:_)'· f ·.J rt'·.r, _)nt .:._! T·.~ r5. 'nC•.) of Ct!r1.r: t; .. ,:-.~ on~: -.:hlc· ~ 
cou.l·l :l.ot t.·! c onto. t.'1:..;(l · .i.t.l]j n the i'r":.l·'· or.~J.: of '• 
q11f' .. '?L-l,:f.U.l. tJ·.:rr'1 inolor-:y or p~.tt · rr:n o.i' tl'lf"U~:lt "·'ld 
~--.c t 'Lon . l-:c; 1 !;her th <? · c: t oi' noel i .u Cl'lr :i.""· t '10r t !u ce -· 
li,·)_ow; nbli.g:--.t1cn n_:"' 1~r I! to C·o6. c:oul::l h..: ·~rl 'q_w··.t·;l..~· 
c:Apr~.:.:·: ·;;cl :!.n l~::' ("U·'.,-;:-.__, . 1'11crr~f()r : til-:; ·'i:='.rcl 1:\:C';'' 
·flr,.<:.;f: rL~··l· l!'·!-l . ~">.t.''"'S c1·,· mr. n l ". nnnr ., ] Ilh..., l", . ...,t: J·J"'•'I i-n ... •''- .... e . • , • I v .• . . , "• \.' _ " · . ., I~ ,J ~ . , . I 

t.~'J;~· r;. '(;ond r a.:--11<:: h ·;!·~ jnd tl'l•.; ncr 'C::l o-f' a. l.i.vi~1{"' be .1.:1' ? 

tih. Ch:'i~). ,. ".2 tJ'l ··. •l1e .nr: C'f' r!on· .. rl.l .. F11C u Lif1C th.: il1e" c." ··12 
of Gou. . 11 f::q 

-00000-

~)l~· J,i··w:· tl1-. J--;r;.r·:-.t·l:;r::· nJ th: !,~ :l,.., _;c'l.o. n. I' ''.Y v·\; ll r.·-HW~~v t;hc 
,... r..,vnn':'1t irl ,-,0.. Di ll i r•tr,r.·, 01) ('l· t- Y) ?:.;7 hl"lr)n \,> ~·I ,J •• -.L\:; . --·---··I • ,. .._, , . 0 "~J · J • f . .... ,. ' , 1_. ..... ,#...,) 

tf!ic: ccrrrr~_ ~lt : 11SJ1(•rn1;:-.n E. Johm!o.n J·l-:.c: noi'1.t;' . .1 out 
to r1 ,; tll'.t tr~· r:' r(· D.y t.'J :·J j_~ J .•JCJ nf t 1·1 •· CC'V•).r.nnt t•:.v 
of t~·tinJ:irv in ~·.Jri~· :in E.~rvi.r.·.· '"'ml fl ·<:l.r:1l11.··::3 o:f.' J f' 1.18 
c;v,Jn ,,h, .. r. t:~L~.:J t cr.11 it~>:H' L~ not w: ::~cl . '?h·.:· -~~....,.r':'l)J .:) 
of t }v C'·reot. ~~uT:}.'iJt' j_s a .~·p·· 'i l<ir.q ,;xa.·mle of tllj.~ 
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