C!’”mﬁ Mcﬁregar’s
music fuses mis-
sion . revivalism

with  South

African tribal

raythms. Tomor- ;
row his re-formed -
big band kicks off

a European tour
.at the Camden:

‘dazz  Festival.

Rod Chapman
Feports. =

THERE IIAS been much. 1o
celebrate on the London jazz’
scene already this -months,
what with the sSonny Rollins .
Tenaissance,” a - new .. Mike
Westbrook work and now a.
‘sparkling Camden Jazz Week. -
,But " the most - joyous

celebration . should come at -

-the closing Camden  concert,
with the first British appear-
‘ance of South African pianist
.Chris McGregor's reformed

big. band, = Brotherhood = 'of";

-Breath.
Brotherhood inspired much
the same sort of cult devo-

tion in ‘the London jazz fra::

ternity of the early seventies
as the Grateful Dead among
the Haight Ashbury faithful
a ‘few years earlier.. Where
most, ‘American big’ bands
were slick, all natty.. blazers:

‘znd. ‘chat-show music' stands, v

EBrotherhood were free blow-
ing-and unpredictable. Cons-

T»Fl‘atmjal clusters. - ofy B

hornmen’ would nurture riffs
al different parts “of the
stage, mixing the. kwela
yusic: of the’ Lownshlp% with”
New . Orlesns, swing and
}‘uropoan free - form, hefore
peeling . off to. burst into a
sulooor tag on 'to anoiher sec-’
“iion of the hand, ‘

British daies grew increas- .’
ingl

sparse . after & Chris:
mduefol‘ dc"amput in 1973
10 & watermill in the Lof et
fraronne region of South-west
France- -—— “a place where I
‘could get some work done; I
rever found it easy 1o wr]te
Tisic in a tondon flat”, he
SV S,

The I’la"m was ‘Jrommenf at
stimmer fesfivals in France
; ’11}?1 Switzerland for ~a few
but - the gigs
{“LLI ot i some three vears
ago.  “We never actually
stopped”,  says . McGregor,
£ I needed to reflect a
and I had a {eeling 1

- the band wilh my problems”,
However, - menories  of
_these Heady Brotherhood cou-
‘eerts lingeved ‘on with Euro.
peal: jazz aficionados, one of
whaom, Christlan  Moussel, —
wim runs the Ang gouleme jazz
_testival in South-west France

tently to refoarm the  hand.
MeGregor finally acceded this
year, but o enly. on . the
“we ' would
)"'iL for some-
and %oild as. b

ElDuill.u s

mmd ﬂléu.ﬁ_ﬂ, '.

Mrusset came 11,‘>EL]\ w;[‘n an
offer. .MeGregor cowldn’t. Te-
fuse: the ity of Anguouleme
cwould sponsor Bmlnﬂrhowlq
13 musiclins for five dags of

McGregor's mentor (“They’ll
~ be coming fo see Dollar,” he
i+ says . wlth - characteristic
mudesty) ;
'+ The pianist: put together.
the “first-of - five. hig~ hands'
«during ' this - period an.
leavmg college, tea Senups
with ‘the black musicia  who,
“~late ‘becanie - the ]cgvnddrv
“Blue, . Notes: “the volcanic
i altoist, Dudu Pukwana, drum-
iymer ‘Louls Moholo ‘—. whose
“Africin”’ “Drum, | Ensemble
piays Camden on: Wednesdav
— pocket trumpeter Mongezi-
Feza + and: hassmi Johnny
Dyani. - - :
M We pIayed . mixed
: aud:ences — there were still
places you ~could do that —
‘but never actually confronied
... authority " head - on; 'we were
“pretty - much under_ground ’?
says. MeGregor, “ we weren’t:|
involved politically but, using
who we 'were, -we  inspired. |
people who were”. The band |
~were on the road for two
years, which kept the-author-
iqties guessing but increased !
«the' personal pressures,. and
~the » next: step had  to. he"!
-Europe,. - : it
/Following mors »sonal

! ‘jnt_erventwn by el | who-
< had already alerled "~ :pean

-audiences ‘to South  _.rican

music, - the  group made. its-
debut at * the 1964 = Antibes
festival, then- busked on the::
-~ Cote (iAzur as:a wild street
band- ' before . playing : the’
Swiss ‘club scene for' over a
year. They hit Londnn in the
mid-60s and at'the end of the:
decade, "' McGregor -formed
Bvotherhood thh a £400 All.b
Counc;i grant,” ‘

“‘The ‘fillip came at a timc

“when, McGregor Tow 5ays,

should be a religious experi- §
_ence’ permeates the band's
samst Lou.xs i

isiting everyone elsc in} -M{)th](! and p]ayers from the_
mociatmn and fares dll pald &
~for, following whicly the band;
would do a lum} um(.u"t in

the wmr‘mr e.ud

hc 1'npeltmra, is hkcl} to'
: mixture rasi before, .
‘with th.cme_s shimmering i

togethcr bv ‘Jnusset ’1 111& led
more’ French :
a tPn gWg 80 uropean tour this

playing and different
wmc.u Kicks- off * at -

‘cians- guiding -the diréetion .as
“the~mood lakes Lhem.
not - really too. clever.

guestions.’ or style;
work -our. way thro
,thing a_vqilahle;’

—=-pushad MeGregor persis-

ic new lme up su&gests'
- that, the-burghersi«of Angou-
imno wm et value for 1he}r;

5ays’ McGre’- ’ :

,stamqrta of fhe o d band —
: mattcrs e {n stag i
45 wun the, spirit that:move:
<o Althaughiébe “delivers: t!
‘pnzteuto.lg phlaqe \eu‘n‘eck

1 ondpn«bas‘ed t rumpe t L r.

spersed thh &oatn
siusicians. on the

. eircuit, such as bassist Er can ,;'nuslc!_l_aus,_g_tnat music

¢ ““my: career. seemed to be .in’
- the : doldrums,” : and ‘‘put
together the South Africans
with young British musicians
who, jammed with them ‘et
Raonnie Scott’s Old, Place like
~ John ; Surman = and - Mike
Osborne. .- Others  c¢ame. in
after . the first conceri -in
1970, " including the pioncer-
ing free form: tenorist Evan
Parker — an unlikalv candi-
date for a big band ane
who, ‘says McGreg Jdded
greatly to- Brotherhss bag.
“A cgroup of black promoters
tried to get the band over
to _ South ~ Africa .but the
attempt foundered when a
Johannesburg lawyer learned
who the band was.

McGregor, a large, amiable
man, - listens frequently to
new plavers: as Brotherhood
does - -the....concert . . rounds.
again. “If what they do ‘sug-
- gests  adding ‘eolour to | the
palate, I'd be likely
playing.. . McGregor himself § ;ggt?fg a&?em@ ﬁ%;;lt Jﬁﬁ
.§Lems _from that _“Lrad,i't‘l‘cnz his Mc{}reger $p ano work - pro-
father was a Scottish' mis- viding . ‘many of the Lolours,

.sionary’in the Transkei,’and . 1j5 ggle gigs nut hi
i;the’young pianist’s eg\rl}, in- wpith oy L

“fluences wele ' the . mission athes

Cecil  Taylor “and “any .
: : S ‘modem jazz = pianist
hymns mixed with the music and, like Ellington or Basie,
of. the local Xhosa tribe —  njs higipand role as a leader

» both: ‘of  which -underpin - js iinobtrusiverbut vital.
_Brotherhoad’s sound. . A South African revivalist

Further: musical education’  eyening is certainly in store

for MeGregor meant”a course - for Saturday, and McGregor's
‘at“the Capqtown_. Coliege of . ..rejuvenated spirit an weil
Musie, delving into ‘Bartok . for ‘the future of new

and - Webern by day ~whil Brotherbood: »tI'm -~ = a

s joiningin-theiloeal jaz ellibs ™ “sutker for big bands — and

‘at ‘nighttand: at the Sunday  theyre’ sometimes amazingly

"fdanuug school run by Dollar' - easy to keep together.” With

Grand -— the ‘other star’ of wa little help from the friends

the . Camden ~Concert -and | in Angouleme.
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