





































































































































































































































































































Appendix 5 B Code of practice for The Nation

NATION PUBLICATIONS LIMITED

CODE OF PRACTICE

Editors arc responsible for the use of material submitted by journalists employed by Nation Publications limited. They
should also satisfy themselves as far as possible that material contributed by non-staff members was obained n
accordance with this code

This code demands self-restraint by editors and journalists. and it applies in the spirit as weil as in the letter.

1 INDEPENDENCE
1.1 Freedom from obligatians except of fideliny 1o the public interestis vital
1.2 Nation publications shall stand on the principle that all persons are equul before

the taw and should not be swayed by any political. cconamic or ather social
prejudices

1.3 Nation publications shall nat allow themselves to be used priv ately for individual interests running counier 1o
public interest as defined nder section 8. or for worthless or immoral o7 illegal purposes.

1.4 The promauen of any private interest contrary 1o the public interast. for Whatever reason. is forbidden as it is
not compatible with honest journaiism

2 REPORTING NEWS
21 ~ation Publications sha!l be obliged to report news truthfully. aecusately and fairly .
2.2 News shal! be presented in context and in a balanced manner. without an intenticnal or neghgent departure

from the facts whether by:-

e Distortion. eNaggeralion or nusrepresentation

. Material oinissions: or Summarisation

23 Only what may reasonably be true having to the source of the news may be represented as focis. and such
facts shall be published fairly with due regard 10 context and importance.

2.4 Nation publications shall usuaily seek the views of the subject of serious critical reportuge in advanee of
publicatiom. provided that this may nat be done where the newspaper has reasonable grounds for belicving
that by doing 5o if would be prevented tram publishing the repon ar where evidence might be destroyed m
witniesses intimidated.
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2.6

)

3.2

4.1

4.3

4.4

6.1

6.2

6.3

Natiom publications shall not publish wformation obtained by dishonest or unfa ar the publicatinn of

which would invoive w breach ol confidence, unless there is an overriding public miterest

emphasis on the race. nationalin . religion. colour. county of
sciual or physical disabilite of

Nation publications shat’ not place gratuile
origin. gender. sexual preferences. marital status. pohitical sivws or inteld
either mdividuals or groups. untess the fact is relevant

ACCURACY

Nation publications shall take care not to publish inaccurate. misleading or distorted material.

Where there is reason to doubt the acenracy of a report and i€ 1s practicable to verify the accoracy thereol. it
hall be verified. Where it has not been practicable to verity the aceuracy of a report. this shall be mentoned
in the repot

FACT AND OPINION

Nation publications shat! clearly distinguish between fact and apinion. Generally fuctual material shall he
based on some truth and should be capable of justification

Opiniony shadd equally have some factual basis and should not be conjured out of thin ajr

Where a 1eport is aoC hased on facts or is fhanded on opinions, ailegation. rumour o1 supposition. it shalt be
presented in sueh manrier o Lo indicate this clearly.

Nation publications shall endeavour to make clear distinction between reports and expressions of the
newspapers. News reports shall be free from the author's or the newspaper's opimon or bias of any kind

ADVOCACY

Nation publications are justified i strongly advocating their own views on contronersial lopics provided thai
thev treat their readers fairly byi-

Making fact and opinton clearty distinguishable.

Not misrepresenting or suppressing relevant facis

Not distorting the Facts in text or headlines

COMME?

Nation publications shali be eatitled to comment upon or eriticise any actions or events of public importance
provided such comunents or critictsms are fairly and honesth made

Comment by Nation publications shall be presented in such manner that it appedrs clearly that it 1s comment.
and shall be made on tacts wruly stated or tairly indicated and referred 10

Comment by Nation publications shalf be an honest expression ef apinion. without malice ur dishonest
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§.2

10

10.1

10.3

maotives. and shal! take fair account of all avai

able facts to the matter commentad upon

AFTER PUBLICATION

Narion: publications should make amends for publishing information or comment that is found o be
harmfully inaccurate by printing. promptly and with apprepriate prominence, a retraction. correction ar
explanation.

An apology shall be published wheyever deemed appropriate by the Editor,
A fair opportunity for reply to inaccuracies shalf be given o individuals or

organisations as appropriate at the Editor's discretion

PRIVACY

¢ and consideration in matters

Nation publications. in hoth news and comment. shall cxercise cxceptional oz
involving the private lives and concerns of individuals. bearing in mind that any right to privacy or breach of
confidence may be overridden by a legithmare public interest

Publication is in the public interest if it helps tni-
*  Detecting or exnosing erime. misdemeanour or corrupt practices

*  Detecting or expasing anti-social conduct

= Protecting public nealth and safery

*  Preventing the public from being misled by some statement or action of an individual v

arganisation

HOSPITALS

Except where it is in the public imterest. reporters making enquiries at hospitals or similar heaith insttions
shall cleardy identify themselves 1o a responsibie officer and oblain permission before entering non-public

dreas.

The restrictions on intruding into privacy are particularty relevant to enquirics about individuals in hospitals
or similar health institutions.

MISREPRESENTATIONS

Jouwrnalists shall not generally obtain o seek ro obtain information or pictures through misrepresentation or
subterfuge except in the public interest

Unless it ts in the public interesi. documents or photographs shall be removed onby with the express consent
of the owner

Subterfuge shall be justified ouly i the public interest. and only when malerial eannot be obtamed by any

other means

HEADLINES, POSTERS, PICTURES AND CAPTIONS
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1t

11,2

11.3

12.1

12.2

14.3

n

16.1

16.2

Headbines and captions o pictures shail give o reasonable retlection of the contents of the report or picture in
question

Posters shall nor mistead he public and shail give a reasonable reflection of the contents of the reports in
question.

Pictures shall not misrepresent or mislead or be manipulated to do se

GATHERING INFORMATION

Nation journalists shall neither obtain nor seck to obtain information or pictures through intimidation or
coercion. unless it is in the public interest

Unless their queries are in the public interest. Nation journalists shall not phatograph individuals on private
property without their consent and shall not persist in telephoning or guestioning individuals atter having
been asked to desist and shall not remain on their property after having been asked 1o teave and shali not
follow them

PAYMENT FOR ARTICLES

No payment or offers of payment shall be made for feature artictes or information 1o witnesses of potential
witnesses in current criminal proceedings or to people engaged in erme or o their assocrates. ncluding
family. friends. neighbours and colleagues except where the material concerned ought 1o be publisiied in the
public interest and the payment is necessary for this to be done.

14 BRIBES
4.1 Nation journalists shall not accept bribes from news sources or newsmakers of indiiduals or
organisations

Any gift recetved in the course of duty must be declared to the Editor and other editorial siaff’

Nation journalists shall not demand ar receive any payment for news coverage from news sources

CHEQUE BOOK JOURNALISAt

The right of Nation publications 1o attract and hold readers is restricted by nothing but consideration of pubiic
welfare. The sense of responsibility of Nation publiczuions derrves from their readership and the attention
they command. Consequentiy. Nation journalists should be responsible and live up to the highest honour and
trust bestowed on them by not being influenced by monetary or prafic considerations.

SOCIETAL MORALS

Reports. photographs or sketches refative (o nratters involving deaths. suicide. indecency or obsceniny shal
be presented with due sensitivity towards the prevasling moral climate.

In cases imvolving personal griel’ or shock. en shatl be carned out and amy appreach made with

A
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18.3

20
20.1

202

21

22

224

222

223

R W B

sympathy
INNOCENT RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

Unless it is in the public inerest reperters shall generaily avoid identifving relatives ur friends of persons
convicted or accused of crime

JUVENILES

Reporters shali not normally interview or photograph children under the age of 18 on subjects imvalving the
personal welfare of the child. in the absence of or without the consent of a pasent or guardian,

Children shall not be interviewed or photographed while at school without the permission aff the school
authorities. unfess in the puhlic interest.

Nation journalists shail not reveal the name. address. school or any particulars that would luad o the
identification of any person under the age af 18 who is involved in cases concerning sexual offences. whether
as victims. or as wilnesses or as accused persons unless the Court ar the Mimster rules otherwise

VIOLENCE

Due care and responsibilits shall be exercised by reporters with regard 1o the presentation of brutalily.
violence and atrocities. -

VICTIMS OF RAPE OR INDECENT ASSAULT OR SEXUAL HARRASSMENY
The identiny of rape victims and otber victims of sexual viplence shall not be pubiished by Nation
publications without their consent.

arison teems shall not be

The identitv of perpetrators of sexual violence and their residence after servi
protected by Nation publications

REPORTING THE COURTS AND PARLIAMENT

Reporters shail repors on Court and Parliamentary proceedings only subject 1o the restrictions imposed by
either of them as per their orders.

DISCRINMINATION

Nation publications shall avoid prjudicial or pejorative reference to & persen's race. rebigion. sex or sexual
orientation or any phivsical or mental iliness or disabilit

Nation publications shall avoid publishing details of & person's race. colour. religion. uationalily, cauniry of
origin. sex or sexual orientation. marital status. political views or intellecteal or physical disability untess
these are chirectly relevant Lo the ston

Nation publications shall avoid the use and publication of threatening. abusive or insulting words or material

with the intention of stivring up racial hatred or in circumstances where racial hatred is HRely to be stivred up

5
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26

27

28

28.1

COPYRIGHT

ation Publications Limited shall ow and have sole rights relating to inleflectual properny nghts in the
materials snbmitted and ol copies thereot i whatever format. Nation journalists shail not use for thew oxn
purpose oF profit nformation or material obtained or received during ar in the course of thewr vmploymen:
nor shall they pass on such information or material 1o others. prior to its publication.

MOONLIGHTING

tion journalists shail not, unless with permission. have their stories or photographs published by any other
media outler deemed 1o have compeing interests with Nation Publications Limited and shall declare their
intercst prior to rendering journatistic services to am other local or international media nstitutions.

1AL SOURCES

CONFIDE

Nation jousnatists have an obligation ta protect confidentiai sources of information. However. the Fditor must
be given al) sources of information by all journalists. Any information from a confidential source must be
corroborated by at least iwo authentic and independent sources.

FAIR PLAY

Natian publications shal’ not pulttish vnofficial charges affecting reputation or moval character without an
opportunity being given to the accused 1o be heard as fair practice demands the giving of such appareunity in
all cases of serious accusetion outside judicial or parliamentars proceedi

CONSULTATION

From time to time. where dealing with a sensitive storv. the Editor may need to consult with Management.
Semsitive storigs shall be those that have serious national implications such as the declaration of war.
national disaster. revelatians that can affect the position af the national economy. can cause narional panic or
panic on a wide scale. can cause civil strife or national strikes. ete

DISREPUTE

While Natian publications shall use their own discretion in matters of taste, care shail be taken to avoid
lapses of taste so repugnant as to bring the freedom of the press into disrepuie or be extremely ottensive 10
the public.

Nation journalists have a duty 1o uphold their professional ethics and conduct and must ensure that they do
not bring the profession into disrepute
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