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s southerm Africa over the e feenly years, much sifention has i&ncllh: imporimmce of

ABSTRACT

NTFPs for mural livelihoods through their hossehold sale. They have been
chassified as having either subs om o These values are mostly
releed 1o dheir uiildarian funceions. b :'mlt siudies sho é‘h’m also Boldd sirong culiural
fenctions. Such caliuml fencliong cas play & mle in bath urhaa liveliboods; consequenily
the vabees of NTFPs may e relaied to both uiilsizrisn liural functioms. This paper demon-

strates the culiunal fesction of grass beooss o erhan o2 in South Africa sad the impact of theis
Irade on incume peseration in rural apeas, and diec the comcepd of celtare a8 2 significant faclog
mm&ﬂmmnﬁmm}en{milhz , and their values.
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INTRODUCTION

&
Recently in southern &90:. much attention has been given to the importance of
wild plants For ivelihonds, both through their housshold consumption and
sale (Campbell Lucker 2002, Shackleton ef af. 2002a). Wikl harvested plamt
proslucts are Iy classified as having cither a subsistence consumption valoe

of & commigreaal value (Goebel ef af. 2000, Campbell and Lucket 20023, Wilkd
plants also have cultoral functoss, but the sigaificance of these has been
poarkg documented. The majority of studics that address cultural fusctions focus on
areas or unils of vegetation, such as sacred forests, rninmaking sites, land marks ete,
(Posey 1999, Goebel er al. 2000). The culural functions of harvestied plants have
for the most part been ignored, In South Africa this has largely been a result of the
domination of a pee-markist paliical paradigm within anthropology over the Iast
two decades (MeAllisser 1997). This has meant that there was virmually no place for
im-depth analyses of critical concepds such as culture and rradition (Spiegel and
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