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Teaching journalism to produce “interpretive
communities™ rather than just “professionals™

Abstract

Debates about whether journalism is a “trade™ and can only be leamt “onﬁ‘,
or whether journalism should even be taught at universities, sre o | itful
of even interesting for teachers in tertiary environments. The far m
discussion around the teaching of journalism should be on the
focuses too exclusively on its nature as a “profession™ and so § 5 the critical
function of journalists in the world as “isterpretive commugi
spends oo much teaching time on cthics, media law the inculcation of
professional norms and skills (believing that these al?&ugh‘t lead to excellent
practice), and therefore does not casily lend itself o jgiedration with the theerctical
approaches of media studies which position res criically wis-d-vis the
practice of journalism. [t is argoed that a should be made to locating
Jjournalism as an “interpretive” practioe, whigh then would requine a requisite shifi
in the teaching so that integration with mpdia Yheories becomes a necessary part of
refocusing journalism®™s place in a wj rorld of culture and dissemination of

social meanings.
N
<

O

st;. Education, epistemology, imterpretive communitics, journalism,
tivity, pedagogy, performance, practice, professionalisation, South African
media, iraining.

Anther Garman fa.germaoniire.oc za) is o xenior lecherer af the School of Jeurnalivm
and Media Sudies, Bhodes University, PO Box 94, Grobamsiown 6140, South Africa.
This ix @ revised version of @ paper first presented o the Collaguium on Journalism
Edcation, Rhodes Umiversity, Grakamstown, Sowdh Africa, [0-0 1 fure 2005,

ISSM (256-(054 © 2005 Print and online: iMasa. Peer reviewed research article.

199





