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Abstract: The paper discusses the conceptions of language and literacy u
curment curmculum policy and analyses how the policy is instantiated in
leamer across. Affikaans, English and sihosa at 8 well-resourced diverse multiingual
leamers and well-gualified teachers. This seifing was selected in axamine how language
curmiculum paolicy is realised in favourable crocumstances. One X \u&ls that literacy practices at
the school, in &ll three languages. privilege grammar exercises al, expressive writing. In
terms of Cummins's (1984) constructs of Basic Interpe: Communicative Skill (BICS) and
Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALFP), lea " written competencies in all three
languages (maost strongly in isixXhosa) are i BICS). The personal expressive texls
which predominate in kkamers’ writing have domes Itl% develop a formal, mpersonal academic
register (CALP). Yet leamers need to become familiar with the more absiract impersonal factual
genres associated with disciplinary-based kn . &5 Grade 7 is the start of the senior phase of
schooling. it is vital that leamers achieve competence in national leaming outcome five
which states that ‘the leamer will be able to’use language to think and reason, s well as access,
process and use informafion for leamigg' E 2002).

Introduction Q

Given the persistence of und social inequalities in post-apartheid South Africa, a major
concem of educational is that access o quality education has becomea the preserve of a
middle class which i increasing numbers of people of colour (Soudien, 2004). Added to this,
Iamﬂarachiamrme ies conductad within the last eight years in South Africa find that leamers’
SCOMEs 'are fmb@u ‘whal is expected at all levels of the schooling system_ both in relation o other
countries indt%uharde\reiuping countries and io the expectafions of the new South African
curriculu Quﬁcreta\‘.. 2003: 41). So, what is the quality of education at a well-resourced school
with di multilingual leamers and well-qualified teachers?

Th per discusses theores of language and [ieracy undempinning current curmiculum policy
in order io examing how the policy is instanfisted in the writing of a Grade 7 leamer across three
languages (Afrkaans, English and isiXhosa) and, from this leamers’ writing, o deduce language
teachers’ conceplions of writing. A well resourced school with diverse multilingual leamers and well
qualified teachers was selected as the sile of stedy in order to examine how language curmculum
policy is realised in fawourable circumstances. Research into the problematic implementation of the
new curmiculum and language policy has pointed fo both the poverty of school resources and of
teacher content knowledge (Taylor & Vinjevold. 1999). However, what this paper raises is that
implementation difficulties may also anse when cumculum policy is theorefically incoberent and
therefore ambiguous and open fo contradictory interpretafions.

For purposes of anonymity and confidentiality, the names of the school (5t Katherine's), the
leamer (Palesa) and teachers (Afrikaans: Ms Relly, English: Ms Ames, isiXhosa: Ms Burd) are all






