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                          Environmental and sustainability issues prevail in modern society. Southern Africa, where this study is based, is one of the regions most at risk from intersecting issues of climate health risk, and poverty-related ills. Education has the potential to facilitate catalytic transformation of society through development of understandings of these intersecting environment and sustainability concerns, and to support engagements in more sustainable social practices oriented towards the common good. This requires a rethinking of education within a wider common good frame. It also has implications for how quality education is considered. However, little is said of how this could be done, especially in teacher education. The paper shares two cases of teacher educators’ change project experiences, as they emerged via professional development support and the mediatory processes applied in courses conducted by the Southern African Development Community Regional Environmental Education Programme (SADC REEP) aimed at enhancing professional capacity of teacher educators and other environmental educators for mainstreaming environment and sustainability education (ESE)1. These courses are framed using a change project approach, and involve teacher educators as main participants. In-depth data were generated from interviews with two teacher educators, their assignment write-ups, and observations of their teacher education practice. Realist social theory, particularly the principle of emergence, was used to trace the emergence of change in teacher education practice. Sociocultural learning theory was used to explain mediation of learning-oriented changes in teacher education practice. We illustrate how the change project model and approach contributed to mediating change in practice, showing emergent attributes of capacity for mainstreaming ESE and elements of a concept of quality education among course participants oriented towards the common good. In conclusion, we argue that ESE seems to be a sensitising construct for initiating and sustaining change for ESE in teacher education. In addition, the change project has proved to be a potential vehicle for mainstreaming the notion and practice of ESE into social systems and teacher education practices. We argue that reflexive ESE praxis provides a sensitising focus, initiating quality education with humanising properties necessary for the common good.
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                          The SDGs mark the clearest global acceptance yet that the previous approach to development was unsustainable. In VET, UNESCO has responded by developing a clear account of how a transformed VET must be part of a transformative approach to development. It argues that credible, comprehensive skills systems can be built that can support individuals, communities, and organisations to generate and maintain enhanced and just livelihood opportunities. However, the major current theoretical approaches to VET are not up to this challenge. In the context of Africa, we seek to address this problem through a presentation of literatures that contribute to the theorisation of this new vision. They agree that the world is not made up of atomised individuals guided by a “hidden hand”. Rather, reality is heavily structured within political economies that have emerged out of contestations and compromises in specific historical and geographical spaces. Thus, labour markets and education and training systems have arisen, characterised by inequalities and exclusions. These specific forms profoundly influence individuals’ and communities’ views about the value of different forms of learning and working. However, they do not fully define what individuals dream, think and do. Rather, a transformed and transformative VET for Africa is possible.
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                          This article aims to introduce a view of scaling as a learning process. In the article we discuss the concept of ‘scaling up’ or ‘scaling’ of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) activities on the basis of how ‘scaling up’ ESD is highlighted in the UNESCO Global Action Programme (GAP) on ESD. Drawing on a Deweyan theory of learning as processes of transactional encounters, the article presents a conceptual framework of scaling-ESD-activities-as-learning. This conceptual framework is intended to have implications for ESD policy and ESE research. The theoretical specifications and practical implications presented are results of data collected using a participatory research approach (Re-Solve) and an abductive analysis. In this article, we argue that viewing scaling as a learning process enables a nuanced notion of scaling ESD-activities. This should be seen in relation to (a) complex sustainability challenges, (b) ethical aspects, (c) a more attentive and strict approach to scaling in ESD policy and (d) addressing questions of significant importance to scaling research.
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                          The purpose of this article is to provide an overview of the cross-institutional assessment of sustainable development practices in the University of Gondar (UoG). The focus of the assessment was the level of UoG academic departments’ integration of sustainability concerns in teaching, research and community service. Management contributions to sustainable development, student initiatives on sustainability issues and policy statements about sustainable development of UoG were also considered in the assessment. The data collection was based on the Unit-based Sustainability Assessment Tool (USAT); in addition, supplementary information was collected through observations across the four campuses of UoG from January to February 2012.The result of the assessment showed that only a few academic departments have incorporated sustainability concerns in their curricula and teaching approach. The initiation and commitment of academic departments in mainstreaming sustainability concerns in the research and community service delivered were relatively poor. The operation and management of UoG showed inadequate sustainable development practices on waste management, energy utilization and purchasing from environment-friendly companies. In addition, the written policy and statements of UoG did not reflect sustainability in an explicit manner. The university is expected to respond to the key themes defined through sustainability declarations on higher education; there is also a need to establish the relevance of these in relation to the systemic environment. From the study undertaken, we have learnt that sustainability assessment of universities using USAT will be more valuable, if universities have already initiated the embedding of sustainability so that USAT can be used to benchmark the continual improvement.
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	      Full Text:
                                
                        
	    Date Issued:
                  2018
                    



      

    
        

    
  


      
                  
        
      
    

  




  
    

      
        ×
        The green economy learning assessment South Africa: Lessons for higher education, skills and work-based learning

      


      

                






      
	      Authors:
              
    
        
                        Rosenberg, Eureta
      ,                       
    
        
                        Lotz-Sisitka, Heila
      ,                       
    
        
                        Ramsarup, Presha
                        
	      Date:
                          2018
                        
	      Subjects:
              
    
        
                        To be catalogued
                        
	      Language:
                          English
                        
	      Type:
                          text
      ,                                   article
                        
	      Identifier:
                          http://hdl.handle.net/10962/182765
      ,                                   vital:43872
      ,                                   xlink:href="https://doi.org/10.1108/HESWBL-03-2018-0041"
                        
	      Description:
                          The purpose of this paper is to share and analyse the methodology and findings of the 2016 Green Economy Learning Assessment South Africa, including learning needs identified with reference to the competency framings of Scharmer (2009) and Wiek et al. (2011); and implications for university and work-based sustainability education, broadly conceptualised in a just transitions framework. The assessment was conducted using desktop policy reviews and an audit of sustainability education providers, online questionnaires to sector experts, focus groups and interviews with practitioners driving green economy initiatives. Policy monitoring and evaluation, and education for sustainable development, emerged as key change levers across nine priority areas including agriculture, energy, natural resources, water, transport and infrastructure. The competencies required to drive sustainability in these areas were clustered as technical, relational and transformational competencies for: making the case; integrated sustainable development planning; strategic adaptive management and expansive learning; working across organisational units; working across knowledge fields; capacity and organisational development; and principle-based leadership. Practitioners develop such competencies through formal higher education and short courses plus course-activated networks and “on the job” learning. The paper adds to the literature on sustainability competencies and raises questions regarding forms of hybrid learning suitable for developing technical, relational and transformative competencies. A national learning needs assessment methodology and tools for customised organisational learning needs assessments are shared. The assessment methodology is novel in this context and the workplace-based tools, original.
                        
	      Full Text:
                                
                        
	    Date Issued:
                  2018
                    



      


    

  




    


    
    
      












    

    
      
    

    
      Quick View
    

  

  
  
   
    
            
      Building capacity for green, just and sustainable futures – a new knowledge field requiring transformative research methodology
      
          


      
      -
              Rosenberg, Eureta,               Ramsarup, Presha,               Gumede, Sibusisiwe,               Lotz-Sisitka, Heila          

    
        


    
      
    


    
        
      

                






      
	      Authors:
              
    
        
                        Rosenberg, Eureta
      ,                       
    
        
                        Ramsarup, Presha
      ,                       
    
        
                        Gumede, Sibusisiwe
      ,                       
    
        
                        Lotz-Sisitka, Heila
                        
	      Date:
                          2016
                        
	      Subjects:
              
    
        
                        Sustainable development -- South Africa
      ,                       
    
        
                        Renewable energy sources
      ,                       
    
        
                        Climatic changes
      ,                       
    
        
                        Clean energy
                        
	      Language:
                          English
                        
	      Type:
                          article
      ,                                   text
                        
	      Identifier:
                          http://hdl.handle.net/10962/59613
      ,                                   vital:27631
      ,                                   http://joe.ukzn.ac.za/Libraries/No_65_2016/JoE_complete.sflb.ashx
                        
	      Description:
                          Education has contributed to a society-wide awareness of environmental issues, and we are increasingly confronted with the need for new ways to generate energy, save water and reduce pollution. Thus new forms of work are emerging and government, employers and educators need to know what ‘green’ skills South Africa needs and has. This creates a new demand for ‘green skills’ research. We propose that this new knowledge field – like some other educational fields – requires a transformative approach to research methodology. In conducting reviews of existing research, we found that a transformative approach requires a reframing of key concepts commonly used in researching work and learning; multi-layered, mixed method studies; researching within and across diverse knowledge fields including non-traditional fields; and both newly configured national platforms and new conceptual frameworks to help us integrate coherently across these. Critical realism is presented as a helpful underpinning for such conceptual frameworks, and implications for how universities prepare educational researchers are flagged.
                        
	      Full Text:
                                
                        
	    Date Issued:
                  2016
                    



      

    
        

    
  


      
                  
        
      
    

  




  
    

      
        ×
        Building capacity for green, just and sustainable futures – a new knowledge field requiring transformative research methodology

      


      

                






      
	      Authors:
              
    
        
                        Rosenberg, Eureta
      ,                       
    
        
                        Ramsarup, Presha
      ,                       
    
        
                        Gumede, Sibusisiwe
      ,                       
    
        
                        Lotz-Sisitka, Heila
                        
	      Date:
                          2016
                        
	      Subjects:
              
    
        
                        Sustainable development -- South Africa
      ,                       
    
        
                        Renewable energy sources
      ,                       
    
        
                        Climatic changes
      ,                       
    
        
                        Clean energy
                        
	      Language:
                          English
                        
	      Type:
                          article
      ,                                   text
                        
	      Identifier:
                          http://hdl.handle.net/10962/59613
      ,                                   vital:27631
      ,                                   http://joe.ukzn.ac.za/Libraries/No_65_2016/JoE_complete.sflb.ashx
                        
	      Description:
                          Education has contributed to a society-wide awareness of environmental issues, and we are increasingly confronted with the need for new ways to generate energy, save water and reduce pollution. Thus new forms of work are emerging and government, employers and educators need to know what ‘green’ skills South Africa needs and has. This creates a new demand for ‘green skills’ research. We propose that this new knowledge field – like some other educational fields – requires a transformative approach to research methodology. In conducting reviews of existing research, we found that a transformative approach requires a reframing of key concepts commonly used in researching work and learning; multi-layered, mixed method studies; researching within and across diverse knowledge fields including non-traditional fields; and both newly configured national platforms and new conceptual frameworks to help us integrate coherently across these. Critical realism is presented as a helpful underpinning for such conceptual frameworks, and implications for how universities prepare educational researchers are flagged.
                        
	      Full Text:
                                
                        
	    Date Issued:
                  2016
                    



      


    

  




    


    
    
      












    

    
      
    

    
      Quick View
    

  

  
  
   
    
            
      ‘Exploring the practical adequacy of the human rights, social justice, inclusivity and healthy environment policy discourse in South Africa’s National Curriculum Statement’
      
          


      
      -
              Schudel, Ingrid,               Lotz-Sisitka, Heila          

    
        


    
      
    


    
        
      

                






      
	      Authors:
              
    
        
                        Schudel, Ingrid
      ,                       
    
        
                        Lotz-Sisitka, Heila
                        
	      Date:
                          2006
                        
	      Subjects:
              
    
        
                        To be catalogued
                        
	      Language:
                          English
                        
	      Type:
                          text
      ,                                   article
                        
	      Identifier:
                          http://hdl.handle.net/10962/391180
      ,                                   vital:68629
      ,                                   xlink:href="https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13504620701284860"
                        
	      Description:
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	      Full Text:
                                
                        
	    Date Issued:
                  2006
                    



      


    

  




    


        
  



      
    

    
    

	
      
        «
      
    
	
      
        ‹
      
    
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
      
        ›
      
    
	
      
        »
      
    



  






    
  

      


            
      
        
          
            	
                                

    
      
      
      
      
                      English (United States)
                   
	العربية
	català
	Cymraeg
	Deutsch
	ελληνικά
	English (Australia)
	English (United Kingdom)
	English (United States)
	Español
	Français
	Bahasa Melayu
	Português
	Russian
	Slovenčina
	ไทย
	اُردو


              
	
                                

    
      
      
      
      
                      English (United States)
                   
	العربية
	català
	Cymraeg
	Deutsch
	ελληνικά
	English (Australia)
	English (United Kingdom)
	English (United States)
	Español
	Français
	Bahasa Melayu
	Português
	Russian
	Slovenčina
	ไทย
	اُردو


              
	Disclaimer
	Privacy
	Copyright
	Contact


          

          	About Vital


        

      

    

  







  
  

  
  

  ‹
  ›
  ×
  
  

  
  
    
      
        
          ×
          

        

        

        
          
            
            Previous
          
          
            Next
            
          
        

      

    

  





  
    
      
        ×
        Clear Session

      

      
        Are you sure you would like to clear your session, including search history and login status?

      

      
        
          
            
          

          Yes
          No
        

      

    

  






