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      ,                                   Thesis (MA) -- Faculty of Humanities, Sociology and Anthropology, 2022
                        
	      Full Text:
                                
                        
	    Date Issued:
                  2022-04
                    



      

    
        

    
  


      
                  
        
      
    

  




  
    

      
        ×
        An Antrhrological investigation of the Motherwell township community members regarding academic drop-outs

      


      

                






      
	      Authors:
              
    
        
                        Veyi, Gcina Merise
                        
	      Date:
                          2022-04
                        
	      Subjects:
              
    
        
                        College dropouts --Gqeberha-Motherwell
      ,                       
    
        
                        Unemployment--Eastern Cape (South Africa)
      ,                       
    
        
                        Maps
                        
	      Language:
                          English
                        
	      Type:
                          Master's theses
      ,                                   text
                        
	      Identifier:
                          http://hdl.handle.net/10948/55595
      ,                                   vital:53360
                        
	      Description:
                          This research study investigated the Motherwell Township community members regarding academic drop out. The Motherwell Township is located in the city of Port Elizabeth and it is one of the largest townships in South Africa. The current outlook of South Africa’s education system has many challenges which is greatly impacted by poverty, insufficient resources and inequalities in terms of schooling, race and class. South Africa is one of the many countries with a high number of students who do not complete their university studies. This influences the young people’s future as it reduces the chances of employment. To understand the factors that contribute to academic drop out, this research study explored factors that causes female and male students to drop out. The community members provided the following reasons; lack of financial stability to sustain their academic tuition, poor performance, peer pressure, consumption of harmful substances such as alcohol and drugs, pregnancy, rape and illnesses. These factors suggested three underlying themes that influence students to remain in school namely, improvement of health facilities, better financial policies e.g. university scholarships and reduction of poverty. The objectives of this study are as follows: to investigate the causes of academic drop outs in Motherwell Township, to contribute with the anthropology of education particularly with reference to Motherwell Township in the Eastern Cape Province and to come up with recommendations with the view to address some of the challenges faced by the people who are affected.
      ,                                   Thesis (MA) -- Faculty of Humanities, Sociology and Anthropology, 2022
                        
	      Full Text:
                                
                        
	    Date Issued:
                  2022-04
                    



      


    

  




    


    
    
      












    

    
      
    

    
      Quick View
    

  

  
  
   
    
            
      Greening Ndlambe Village
      
          


      
      -
              Vithi-Masiza, Noluthando          

    
        


    
      
    


    
        
      

                






      
	      Authors:
              
    
        
                        Vithi-Masiza, Noluthando
                        
	      Date:
                          2022-04
                        
	      Subjects:
              
    
        
                        Climatic changes
      ,                       
    
        
                        Sustainable development
                        
	      Language:
                          English
                        
	      Type:
                          Master's theses
      ,                                   text
                        
	      Identifier:
                          http://hdl.handle.net/10948/58396
      ,                                   vital:59082
                        
	      Description:
                          In 1994 the new democratic government of South Africa introduced the Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) which was aimed at massive infrastructure expansion. Tackling the housing crisis has been encountered by growing demands for low carbon footprint, reduced use of non-renewable resources and as part of the green agenda. In line with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the South African government set a variety of objectives aimed at achieving an environmentally sustainable future for all. While South Africa has embraced green economy principles, tested integrated approaches are still to be seen in housing construction. This study sought to explore the greening of Ndlambe green village in the Port Alfred area in the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa. To achieve the study objectives, a qualitative research approach was used, employing the case study research strategy and primary data was collected by means of focus groups. Community members, engineers, environmentalists and town planners constituted the study sample. Secondary data sources were also used in this study, along with field observation. The collected data was analysed using the thematic analysis technique. Findings from the study revealed that community members perceived Green village initiative as important and is required in South Africa given the challenges that are experienced such as energy consumption load shedding, water shortages. The economic value proposition of green building is measured through two different lenses, namely economic profit and social profit. The municipalities must take a leading role in by forming policies supporting environmentally friendly activities, with building being one crucial area. Recommendations from the study proposed that partnerships involving communities, private companies, the government and other various interest groups are imperative in order to accelerating the green building agenda. The government must be challenges to develop sustainable funding solutions for a green economy. Lastly, increased awareness about green building among the society may also drive better acceptability and ultimately, a strong social reputation.
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                          There are several challenges associated with applying conventional (hereafter classic) optimal control (OC) methods to ecological optimal control problems (OCPs). Conditions required by these methods, including differentiability and convexity, for example, are not always met, and ecological problems do not always adhere to solvable OCP formulations. Moreover, mathematically optimal solutions do not always translate to optimal ecological strategies in practice. Despite this, alternative OC approaches are relatively under-explored. Evolutionary algorithms (EAs) circumvent many of the complex aspects of classic OC methods and have been successfully applied to diverse OCPs. Nevertheless, EAs have sel dom been applied to ecological OCPs. The viability of an EA approach to ecological OCPs was therefore investigated in the current study, facilitated by four case studies of increasing complexity and a genetic algorithm (GA) as a representative EA approach. To ascertain the accuracy of a GA approach, comparisons between a GA and classic OC methods were conducted in the first three case studies. The GA generated near-optima in these comparisons, comparable to the corresponding classical solutions, whilst avoiding non-trivial mathematical theory. Supported by these results, an unconventional OCP, that arguably cannot be solved using classic OC methods, was formulated in the fourth case study, and solved using a GA approach. The resulting solution was feasible and further conformed with strategies found to be successful in practice. Additionally, the GA approach was rela tively simple to apply in all case studies. These collective outcomes of demonstrated the viability of a GA as an OC method in eco logical OCPs, thereby supporting the use of an EA approach as an alternative to classic OC methods in ecological OCPs. The feasibility of an EA approach to atypical OCPs was further demonstrated, which may act to increase realism in OC applications. Further investigation in this regard is thus warranted by this study.
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                          Spaza shops, originating in South Africa during the 1970’s, often operate in townships, selling products and services to customers who live mostly within walking distance of the shop. Almost five decades later, and spaza shops abound across most townships in South Africa. These businesses not only provide grocery items and services to customers in the township community but are a means for people to earn a livelihood for themselves and also contribute economically through creating employment opportunities in the informal sector. Research about spaza shops shows that there is a growing customer interest in purchasing products and services from spaza shops, and that if spaza shops are to continue growing, they need to be more competitive. Research by renowned authors in the field of experience marketing, Pine and Gilmore (2013) puts forward that experiences are the new relevant economic offering, and an essential value creating platform for businesses to be more competitive. However, before customer experience can be enhanced in spaza shops, it is important to first identify the factors that influence customer experience in a spaza shop context. Considering the latter, the primary objective of this study was to measure factors that influence customer experience in spaza shops. A descriptive research design was selected for this study, followed by a positivistic research paradigm and quantitative research methodology. Secondary data was collected through articles, journals, books and from newspapers. Primary data was collected using a survey in the form of a self-administered questionnaire. The target population for this study was customers who are older than 18 years, who had bought grocery items (products and services) in spaza shops located in Nelson Mandela Bay townships specifically in Walmer Township, KwaZakhele, Zwide, Motherwell, KwaMagxaki and New Brighton. A non-probability sampling method and convenience sampling technique were used to distribute a total of 200 selfadministered questionnaires. Once the data collection phase was completed, the data from the questionnaires was recorded, coded, and cleaned on a single excel spreadsheet. After the latter was done, a total of 185 questionnaires were deemed useable and considered for data analysis, which was conducted with the aid of IBM SPSS Statistics version 27 (computer software).
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                          No formal study on the incidence and extent of medullated and coloured fibres has been performed in South Africa. The purpose of this research project was to investigate the validity of the claims that there has been an increase in the production of wool contaminated with medullated and coloured fibres. Therefore, the main aim of this study was to determine whether the incidence and extent of medullated and coloured fibres in the South African wool clip have changed over time. Secondly, the study aimed to determine whether the incidence and extent of medullated and coloured fibres have a distinct geographic distribution. This study explored eight years of wool production records (2010 to 2017) obtained from BKB, the largest wool broker in South Africa. For the purpose of this research, the wool-producing areas of South Africa were divided into 6 regions, according to average annual rainfall, vegetation type and major farming practices applied in the area. Statistical analysis of the data included descriptive statistics, analysis of variance and post-hoc tests, as well as regression analyses. This study succeeded in quantifying the extent and prevalence of contamination with medullated and coloured fibres in the South African wool clip. The overarching conclusions were: • Floating kemp is the most important contaminant of wool in South Africa, with the incidence of harsh kemp and coloured fibres being very low. • Generally, the most important areas that need attention in combatting contamination in the South African wool clip, are the Mixed Farming Summer Rainfall Region, the Semi-Arid Grassveld and the High Rainfall Grassland.
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                          Sexual violence affects countries globally and statistics show the prevalence of sexual violence is on the rise. The rationale for the study linked the prevalence of sexual violence in South Africa, therefore the study explores two aspects: 1. the construct of ‘sexual consent; 2. how men perceive sexual consent and rape in existing literature. A qualitative integrative synthesis was utilised as a research design. The data used in the study was sourced from various databases and content analysis was employed to analyse the data. This research thesis reviewed the conceptualisation of consent and male views on rape. In legal terms consent is defined as an agreement that includes choice, and freedom and capacity to make this choice; consent is also vitiated under certain circumstances. Civilians recognise consent as a mutual willingness that can be revoked and lacks resistance both verbally and nonverbally. Academic literature on male perceptions yielded four themes: Tacit knowledge, Ambiguity, Masculinity and Alcohol consumption. The analysis found that men understand the concepts of consent; their worldviews however contribute to them considering whether sexual interactions are consensual or non-consensual. The literature suggests that, considering the influence of patriarchy in South African society, the men referred hold high rape myth acceptance beliefs and have a sense of entitlement to female bodies.
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