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ABSTRACT 

This study examines the impact of children’s grants on household access to food, 

education and health care. In the face of increased poverty and socio-economic 

inequalities, social grants are a critical poverty alleviation intervention implemented by 

the government of South Africa. The children’s grants are offered as part of the social 

security system which is provided for in the Republic of South Africa Constitution of 

1996 and the Social Assistance Act of 2004. The basic needs conceptual framework is 

the lens informing the focus of the study. Among other major findings, the study reveals 

that (a) childrens grants play a critical role in improvement of access to food, health care 

and education, (b) childrens grants are used as collateral, to access short term loans, 

and (c) social networks and home gardens play a significant role in aiding children’s 

grants to ensure household access to food, education and health care.  
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DEFINITION OF TERMS 

‘Childrens grants’ refers to two main social grants for children these are foster 

care grant and child support grant. 

 

Social security communities are communities mostly rural that depend mainly 

on the social grants to sustain livelihoods that are faced by challenges of limited 

access to basic needs in a context of poverty. 

 

Agrarian communities, refers to communities mostly rural that depend on 

agricultural livelihoods to sustain the basic needs such as access to food. 

 

Social policy, relates to a branch of public policy that focuses mainly on 

protection of basic human needs such as shelter, food, health care, care and 

support to the vulnerable. 

 

‘Loan Sharks’ refers to informal money lenders normally targeting the poor who 

are unable to borrow in the formal market structures such as banks. They 

normally charge 30 percent interest rates and the use of force is at times utelised 

to collect debt from defaulters. 
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