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Session Minutes, then, in Fay,1937, the Session held a lencgthy discussion on

tne Lative Laws Amendment Bill, coming to the conclusion that the bill wag

being "pushed through parliament with undue haste...." and that the government
should "....gtay their hand and allow of more discussion and probably prevent
wnat might be an irreparable blunder."(22) The iloderator was instructed to wire
the government to this effect.

The third and last occasion during Robertson's ministry when the Church
tocok an active interest in public affairs - apart from references to the 2nd
World Wer - was in December,1942, when the Session agreed that ".... we as a
representative body do everything in our power to help abelish the public scourge
known as dog racinz." (23) This was apparently raised because a commission
investigating dog racing was sitting at that time, and the :‘oderator and members
of the Women's Association were instructed to give evidence to this commission
if it was advisable.

The meeting in *ay,1937 was quite untypical of the normal activities of
the Session, for not only did discussion centre around the INative Laws ‘mendment
3ill, but here alsoc the Session was informed that the Tative Missions Committee
had allocated the district of Sophiatown to St. Columba's - perhaps this is
what spari-ed off the political debate. The Session decided "to be interested"(24)
in this district, although little more is heard of it. Alsc at the same neeting
was a letter from the International Peace Campaign Committee asking for
assistance to carry on the work in connection with World Peace, and the Seszion
referred to this letter to the Board of Management for favourable consideration.
Note that in all tha2se instances, save perhaps the Vative lLaws Amendment
discussicn, the initiative had come from cutside 3t., Columba's, and action, or
at least response, had been required of the Session.

In Februery,l1939, the Sunday School teachers' meeting decided that the
Sunday School should take an active part in assisting one of the I'ative Sunday
Schools in the Presbytery, the assistance to be "of an advisory and a practical
nature." (25), and this decision was heartily endorsed by the Session. This
is the first time that a really peositive outwerd move had been made by 35t.
Columba's, and the initiative had come from the Sunday Schocl teachers, although

it must also be noted that as early as 1934 the Assembly had stronrly recommended
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