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Passing alluslons to the Exocdus are found 1in Pss. 22, 74,
76, 77, 80, 99, 103, and 107. These Psalms are divided

into the five Books of the Psalter as follows - one Psalm
with an obligue allusion to the Exodus in Book I; two 1n
Book II; six, all with the title "of Asaph", in Book III;

four in Book IV; and four in Book V.

Book T,

A8 noted above, there 1s no expliclt reference to
the Exodus 1n the Psalms of this collection, so it only
remains to consider what may be a consclous but obliguse
allusion to be found 1n Psalm 22, This reads as follows -
Yet thou art holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
In thes our fathers trusted;
they trusted and thou didst deliver them.
To thee they cried, and were saved;
in thee they trusted and were not dissppolnted.
(vv. 3-5)
all you sonsg of Jacob, glorify hin,
and stand in awe of him, all you sons of Israel |
For he has not desplsed or abhorred
the afflliction of the afflicted;
and he has not hid hiles face from him,
but has heard when he cried to him.
(vv. 23-24)
The Psalm describes Iintense sufferling, both physical and
spiritual, which wrings a cry of despair from the poet's
lips - "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?"(v.l).
This cry was repeated by Jesus during the agonles of hils
crucifixion. The Psalm does not continue on this note of
despalr, however, but ascends to an affirmatlion that Yahweh
willl not hide his face, or despise hias afflicted one. Falth
triumphs because the Psalmlst deliberately turns his

attentlon away from his suffering to the experience of
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the fathers whom Yshweh had saved from affliction. What
greater affliction was suffered than the bondage 1n Egypt,
and what greater dellverance than the Exodus 7 The Hebrew
root JUHY - tarrliction',used in verse 24, 1s that which
is used in the book of Exodus to describe the bondage -~

Therefore they set taskmasters over them to

afflict them (__NUIY ) with heavy burdens.

- - (Ex 1s11)
The deliverance from Egypt was the epitome, the type, the
pattern-setter, the supreme revelation of all God's saving
acts. The experience of the fathers(vv.4-5) - which surely
must include the deliverance from afflictlon 1in Egypt -
thus becomes the basis of the Psalmist's hope in his
affliction. Hope drawn from the experliences of past history
13 an oft repeated feature of the Psalms. Our conclusion

concerning its occurrence in Psalm 22 1s that the Exodus

provides the encouragement to move from despalr to trust

11
Book II,

There are two Psalms in this collection which deserve
our attention, and these are Pss. 66 and 68.

1. Psalm 66: The unity of this Psalm has been
questlioned by Cesterley and others, who think that vv.,13-20
were a later addition to fill up a space in the mdnuscript
materlal, and who date thls section as post-exlilic on the
basls of the developed sacrificlial system, as they do the
first half of the Psalm, Other interpretations are that
the 'I' section (vv.13-20) represents the king's speech,
or that an individual used the first half(vv.1l-12) as a
golemn prelude to his own prayer. Whatever may be the
literary problems surrounding the interpretation of this
Psalm, 1t 13 clear that the Exodus theme dominates the

first half, at any rate.
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The writer concludes that 1idolatry in the land of promise
brought wrath and Judgement leading to the rejection of
Ephraim, and the cholce of Judgh, Mount Zion and David,
whom Yahweh took from the sheepfolds "to be the shepherd

of Jacob his people, of Israel his inheritance”(v.T1l).

The Psslm is a lesson from history. Here the kingship of
David with 1its attendant promises 1is Joined to the Exodus
in a way which indicates that nothing in the hilstory of
Israel between these two events has an equal significance.
The Exodus 1s not merely an event of the past but one which
provides the type, or pattern, of the constant divine care.
The kingly rule of David follows the pattern of the divine
shepherding revealed in the Exodus from Egypt, and the
wilderness Journeying. Thus the theological lmportance of
the Exodus 18 evident 1n that the monarchy 1s interpreted
according to Yahweh's activity in the Exodus.

111, Psalm 81l: The setting of this Psalm is a festival-
"Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full moon, on our
~feast day"(v.3). It might be the Passover or Tabernacles
festivael. The central appeal of the Psalm 1s to an undivided
alleglance to Yahweh expressed in words which echo the
legislation formula.

I rellieved your shoulder of the burden
your hands were freed from the basket.
In distress you called and I delivered you
(vv.6-T7)
There shall be no strange god among you;
you shall not bow down to a forelign god.
I am Yghweh your God,
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
Open your mouth wide and I will fill it. .
The Psalmist bellieves that obedlence would result in
material blessings - the finest of the wheat, and honey -

which call to mind the blessings of the promised land.

There are three Psalms in this collection which contailn
the Exodus theme in the form of passing allusions. These
are Psalms T4, 76 and 80. We shall deal with Psalm 74 last.
iv, Psalm 76: This celebrates the wrath and might of

Yahweh "who cuts off the spirit of princes, who 1s terrible














































































- 33 -

I

The Exodus and the Covenant.

We saw 1n our study of Genmesis that God's covenant
with the patriarchs included a revelation of the period
of oppression, and a deliverance which would take plece
prior to the inheritance of the promised land. The narrative
in the book of Exodus delliberately coniinues this thread
of promise from the fathers to the call of Moses, and
explaiﬁs the Exodus in the light of the covenant with
Abraham,

@od heard their groaning, and remembered his

covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with

Jacob. (Ex 2:23)
Whenever the 0ld Testement speaks of God remembering
gsomething, it indicates His movement towards it in timely
intervention (c¢f. 'God remembered Noah and all the beasts
and all the cattle that were with him in the ark' - Gen 8{1)%
So here God remembers His covenant with the patriarchs,
end this marks the next step, the continmuation of His
“purpose which He was working out 1in the world through
these chosen men. God's maln action is through pecple, a
chosen,elected individuel, family or nation, and 1t leads
to a relationship with Himself which is expressed in terms
of covenant. Thus in the 0ld Testament,we have the covenant
with Noah concerning all flesh, the covenant with Abreham
concerning his seed, the covenant with Isrsel concerning
Yahweh's laws - a covenant which was more than once
renewed, -and the covenant with David concerning his | yal
house. At the opening of the Exodus narrative, we stand
between the covenant with abraham gnd the 8inai covenant.
The action 1s sbout to begin as the story of God's
covenant-love 1s unfolded. Thus the continuity is stressed
agalin at the call of Moses - God appears to him in the

burning bush as "the God of your fathers, the God of

1
B5.Childs: Memory and Tradition in Isrsel, SCM Studies in

Biblical Theology, MNo.37, p.34.
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The Fxodus in the Historlczl Books

A

Prolozus.

Before we leave behind the Exodus theme 1n the legislatlon,
there are two passages which we must examine in the book

of Deuteronomy which will serve a8 a link between the

legal codes and the historical writings of the Cld Testament,
many of which reflect the profound influence of thé

Deuterononmic or Pﬁiestly traditlons. Both passages are

historical summaries whose main topic 1s the Exodus.

i. An Exvplanation of the Covenant Law.

The form of this summary statement of Israel's

. history islidentical to that of the explanation of the
Pagssover ceremony; the chlld asks a question, and ls told
the meaning of the rite.

When your son asks you in time to come,'"What is
the meaninz of the testimonies, and the statutes,
and the ordinances which Yshweh our God has
commanded you ?", then you shall say to your son,
"We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt; and Yahweh
brouzht us out of Egypt with a mighty hand; and
Yehweh showed signs and wonders great and grievous
agalnst Egypt, and against Pharaoh and all his
household before our eyes; and he brouzht us out
from there that he might bring us 1ln and give us
the land which he swore to give to cur fathers.
And Yahweh commanded us to do all these statutes,
to fear Yahweh our God for our good always, that
he mizht preserve us allve, as at this day. and
it will be rishteousness for us 1f we are careful
to do all this commandment before Yahweh our God
as he commanded us". (Deut 6:20-25)

The dldactic style 1s characterlstic of Deuteronomy. The
contents fall into four clauses -
a. slavery in ZEgyot.
b. miraculous divine interventlion witnessed by Israel.
c., the gift of land promised to the forefathers,.
d. the acceptance of the law in response to this,.

We cannot go so far as to call this the gospel or kerxqmé
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aralysis of the Ps~lma, the J=risletion, the hiatorical
books ard the prophetlec writings. "hy 1s thié ? The

answer would seem to lie ir the lirk forged by the =rxodus
between Sod and Hig chosen neonle, between history and
revelation, betweenrn the nowers of this world ard the direct
intervention of » soverelgn God. Vhat is the New Testrmert
eguivelent to this ? — the Christ—évent. But whot oort

of the Shrist-event more than nny other forms the historic-l,
factual and revelatory basis of the avostolic fo2ith ?

What part would cause the collepse of the VMew Testament
frith if 1t were removed ? The answer 1s clear — the
Rasurrection. By raislng Jesus Chrlst from the dead %od
vindicated him, conflrmed his cleims, showed thet his
gelf-offering on the croas hrd been accented as the msans
of recomncilinz the world unto Himself. It wes the messogs
which Pgul took to slave erd philosopher. So strongly did
the apostle bpreach the resurrection to the Stoic ard
Epicuresn intellectuels at rthers that they soid of this
strenge messase -'"He seems to be s vreacher of forefgh
divirities" - becsuse he presched Jesus and the resurrectior’
(rcts 17:1€). To the forinthisns he wrote - "If “hrist has
not been reised, then our nreachlng ig-in vain =2vri your
f~ith 18 1n vein...=2nd you 2re still in your sirg...~nd

we are of 211 men most to be nitled" (1l Zor 1%:14-19). Take
awey the Resurrection, ~»ni1 there 1s no gosvel. Thus the
Ixodus hes diminished in importance in the Yew Testament
becanse there is 2 new evenrt, = new Xnot tled hetween %od
and His veople, =2 desper revelstion of FHis Charecter n~rA.
soverelsn novwer 1in the reoisire of Fils Sorn, JTesus ~hrist.

The mnew h=a8 come; the 0ld hne besn transformed.
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