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Atherstone . . - -

short- fused 
Students of Atherstone 
House have been succes
ful in having rules re
garding dress. changed, 
through protest and 
positive action. 

Over 65 percent of 
Smuts students signed 
a petition objecting to 
"discriminatory" dress 
regulations. This fol
lowed the decision by 
Hall Warden, Barbara 
Cobban, to punish a 
woman student for not 
being "adequately" dres
sed for dinner. 

At a;house-meeti ng she 
asked students to fol
low "proper channels" 
to get the rules chan
ged. When Smuts Hall 
SRC rep, ~nie Masey, 
took up the issue . ihe 
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THE SWORD OF DAMOCLES 

warden accused her of 
over--reacting and using 
"i nfl'ammatory" . lang
uage in the petition. 

The student involved 
felt she had been bad
ly treated. "Most of 
the girls wear shorts 
and have done so for 
years, and male resi
dents wear vests and 
towels to meals with 
no repercussions," she 
said. 

(Incidentally, the sub
warden who reported 
her, wore shorts to 
the dining-hall the 
next day'). 

It is rumoured that tne 
warden of Atherstone 
House will not be re
applying for her posi~ 
tion next year. 

RCC with its latest publication, the "Sword", 
is putting us in the satire business out of wor1< 
Here follows an extract: "When you masturbate, 
you defile your body which is the temole of God 
•.• you will develop a habit.(James I : l5)". So 
we checked the original, and acc:::>rding to James; 
"Temptation is the pu 11 of man • s own evi 1 
thoughts and wishes. These evil thoughts lead 
to evil actions ans afterwards to the death 
penalty from God." Which all goes to show that 
meaning is relative. 

SAY IT WITH FLOWERS 

A. large, home-made strelitzia wreath was laid 
outside. the cathedral during the last vac, 
bearing the words "In memory of Steve Biko". 
We take back everything we said about re 1 igion 
and opium. 

BULL ON CAMPUS 
~-------------
No, this isn•t the last in a series of digs at 
RCC, a quick switch from the figurative to the 
literal. A bull was recently spotted wandering 
past Kaif. 
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FOR a change, the Warr
ant Officer who never 
refers to himself ~s a 
"Dutchman" found him
self being questioned. 
Tony Gush, a man who 
combines his religious 
beliefs with his wol"K, 
a man who reads, gard
ens and fishes in his 
spare time. A man for 
a 11 "heads" to reckon 
with. 
Far from the imagined 
thick , "I • m do i ng my 
job" type, RHODEO found 
a man willing to talk at 
length about narcotics. 

He claimed that the tra_. 
gedy with rural produc
ers was that, while com
plaining about starvatio 
their mealie-fields con
cealed dagga plantations. 
Asked whether peoole 
turned to dagga-pedct-
1 i ng out of financial 
need, he said~"People 
that sell it are always 
rich." 
As regards students, it 
would appear that dope 

...------------..is spreading its tent ... 
acles. Whereas previous-
ly sportsmen and people 
doing "responsible" de
grees did•nt indulge, 
they appear to have dis
covered the effects of 
Tetra Hydra Cannibano 1. 
An excellent host, Tony 
ro 11 ed and 1 it a "j o i nt" 
with remarl<abl2 dexter
ity, saying, "I hate the 
stuff." (He also hates 
abstract art being unabl 
to "make head or tai 1 of 
it. II) 

Informers? Obviously! 
fhey 're not "spies, 
they • re "concerned" 
citizens trying to 
stop the world from go
ing to pieces as fast 
as it is. 

And in the townships 
po 1 ice violence con
tinues ... 
P.S. Our notes were 
quite bad, but we•re 
sure Lieut. Nel•s tapes 
will reveal the full 
evidence. 

RMR plays musical chairs 
RM~ Chairperson, Greg 
Westley, resigned last 
week under mysterious 
circumstances. 
Accardi ng to Vice 
Chair Duncan Blom, 
Westley resigned for 
persona 1 reasons, a 1-
though he refused to 
elaborate • 
An RMR DJ who doesn 1t 
want to be named, said 
there was more to the 
resignation than per
sona 1 reasons. 

aga1 
dents arrested under the 
Internal Security Act 
for holding a vigil on 
Campus, have been drop
ped from court by a 
local magistrate. 

The Students, includil'9 
past SRC President Alan 
Williams and other mem
bers of the SRC who 
were orotesting the im-
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new constitution, were 
detained for allegedly 
holding an illegal gat
hering. 
The students are to pay 
and admission of guilt 
fine ofR9J each. 
In a statement to .the 
press, the 18 said they 
reaffirmed their right 
to protest and condemned 
"the random detention 

Westley could not get 
along with the rest 
of his committee and 
the DJ Body. "This 
treated a tension 
that could only be 
alleviated by his re
signation", the DJ 
said. · 

Ex-chairperson, ..nn _ 
Ashworth will be 
stepping in as acting 
chairperson until a 
new chair is elected. 

of UDF lea ers a 
others opposed to the 
•New Deal •". 
"Our protest was a very 
small part of the nat
ional outcry against the 
tri-cameral elections, 
which was both legiti
mate and successful, as 
evidenced by the extre
mely low polls" they 
said. 



More than 1500 stud
ents from the Eastern 
Cape gathered at 
Rhodes recently to 
evaluate their educat
ion and to launch a 
positive alternative 
the Education Charter 
Campaign. 

The weekend meeting 
was attended by del
egates from Nusas, the 
Azanian Students Org
anisation (Azaso), and 
the Congress of South 
African Students 
(Casas). 

The Education Charter · 
Campaign has been on 
Azaso's agenda for a 
year. It was launched 
to formulate student's 
impressions of a 
future,, democratic and 
more re levant system 
of education for all 
South Afr icans. and t o 
actively involve 
parents, workers and 

uver 4UC students 
attended an emergency 
student body meeting, 
called by the SRC, to 
discuss the present 
school boycotts in the 
Grahamstown african 
schools. 

Speakers i nc 1 uded a 
member of NUSAS Local 
Committee, the BlaQ< 
Student's Movement; 
which is affiliated to 
AZASO (Azanian Stu
dent • s Organization), 
and the Congress of 
South African Students 
(COSAS). 

"The events of the last 
few days must be seen 
in the context of the 
tremendous lack of edu
cational facilities at 
black schools and the 
absence of real student 
representation," said 
Luntu Mdana, of the 
Grahmstown branch of 
COSAS. 

Education reviewed Casas East Cape 
Regional Organiser, 
Mzuk isi Meyane said: 

"This meeting is a 
clear indication that 
on the education front 
students are meeting 
the challenge of 
change. The Education 
Charter has brought us 
to a level where we 

. can overcome racial 
1 i nes to work towards 
spe 11 i ng out a 
demand of the historic 
Freedom Charter, that 
the Doors of Learning 
and Culture Shall Be 

. Ope ned to a 11". 

Azaso National ·Pres
, ident, Simpiwo 
Mqoduso told the crowd Students unite to support the education charter launch. 

1------- - - ----- ------ ---:----------...;....j "We shall try to reach 
the community in the students to support cns1s far too large, the campuses, schools, 
education of its youth. the Education Charter for students to be and the communities. 

Campaign, saying: co-opted into the We can't have a free 

Nusas president, Kate 
Phillip appealed to 

"The, backlog in our system". education system in an 
education is too oppressive South 
great and the current Africa". 

Secondary schools here 
have joined a nation
wide boycott, , demanding 
democratically-elected 
Student Representative 
Councils. 

Police violence and 
SADF presence have both 
featured in the events 
of the last week. Last 
Wednesday a peaceful 
meeting of students at 
a high school was met 
with violence when po
lice tired teargas and 
rubber-bullets into the 
crowd. When the stu
dents dispersed they 
were baton-charged. 

A SADF searchlight, po
sitioned on the hill at 
the Monument, has been 
used to guide Security 
Branch cars and riot 
vans through the 
streets of the township 

streets . 

Co-Chairperson of the 
Conscription Review 
Action Committee, 
Maura Talbot, said the 
situation could not be 
ignored. 

Several SADF army vehi- L. to R. Lun~u ~ldana, 
cles have also been Tammin Barker, Thabiso 
called to patrol the Ratsomo. 
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"however much the go
vernment may deny it, 
when it starts drawi ng 
on its defence force 
to defeat those who 
oppose apartheid, South 
Africa-is fast moving 
into a state of civil 
war," she said. 

Mdana said COSAS dis
tanced itself from the 
stoning which occured 
on Raglan Road two 
weeks ago. · 

Tammin Barker, SRC mem
ber and Nusas speaker, 
said: "We must disting
uish between the hap
hazard shows of anger 
and frustration, 1 ike 
the stoni ngs on Raglan 
Road, and the peaceful 
protest action around 
legitimate student de
mands, organised by 

,, COSAS. II 

Thabiso Ratsomo, presi
dent of BSM, said the 

eaucation crisis could 
be traced back to 1953 
when the Ba ntu Educa
tion Act was passed. 
He said the education 
system was designed to 
uphold apartheid and to 
produce narrow-minded 
people who would not 
be a~le to question 
the inequalities in 
this country. 

"It is important that 
we should start to 
participate in the le
gitimate struggles of 
those who are denied 
what we, as university 
studen~s, take for 
granted," he said. 

A motion condemning the 
violent police action 
and supporting COSAS 
in its demands for 
SRC's and an equal edu
cation system was pas
sed at the meeting. The 
motion was not opposed, 
and 8 abstentions were 
recorded. 
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NATIONAL 

Naude : "But if it could happen to me . what about 
the other people who are still banned?" 

The 'pamphl et was di s
tributed without the 
SRC' s perm ission. 

At a recent di scip lin 
ary hea r i ng, .t he stu
dent , a Mr Mybergh , 
admitted that a pam
phl et ent itled "UDF: 
wac. rstaa n U", was f un 
ded by t he Nat ional 
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After seven long years 
of enforced silence. 
Dr Beyers Naud~. ~9. 
has been unbanned. 

Dr Naud~ a veteran 
anti-Apartheid campai~ 
gner was banned in 
1977. The son of a 
founder of the Broe
derbondand an ex-mem
ber himself, Naud~ 
began questioning 
apartheid during the 
60s and began to work 
actively for a new 
non-racial South Af
rica. 

Rhodes Nusas Local 
Committee expressed 
its solidarity with 
Beyers Naude in his 
unbanning and saluted 
hi s unfailing comm-
i ttme nt to the st rug
g le for freedom. 

"Beyers has long been 
hailed as the embodi
ment of both South 
African conflict and 
South African hope 
for the future." 

Naud~'s unbanning 
means that he can now 
accept his nomination 
as Nusas honorary 
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president. 

Rhodeo phoned Naude 
and asked him to com
ment on his unbanning. 

"It is a tremendous 
relief to me, my wife 
and my children. But, 
if it could happen to 
me, what about the 
other eleven people 
who are still banned?" 

Naude felt that his 
unbanning was to coun
teract 11 .ti whole sit
uation nf people un
der detpntion - for 
instance the six men 
in the consulate". 

Asked about the si x 
men sheltering in the 
Durban British Consu
late, Naude said he 
had visiteo them to 
express his sympathy 
and solidarity and to 
assist in any way he 
cou 1 d. 

Commenting on the 
present countrywide 
disturbance Naude 
said he was deeply 
concerned and felt 
that people should 

attempt to try "to 
understand the real 
message they're trying 
to convey. Namely,a 
valid demand for 
change." 

"We should take note 
of the dissatisfaction 
of the Black community 
and understand the 
message that is being 
conveyed by the pre
sent unrest", he said. 

As regards the Cosas
Azaso-Nusas alliance 
and the launch of the 
Education Charter, 
Naud~ had the follow
ing to say: 
"I feel that there is 
a desperate need for 
the charter. 

"The Education cnarter 
wi ll provide the basis 
for a future educat ion 
system in South Af
rica11 , he said. 

And the future? "One 
has to reconsider one •s 
life in a new light. 
I intend to ~ontinue 
in the minist ry, )n 
the Christian Faith". 



CAMPUS 

Please sir, can I have a venue? 
Uncertainty exists on 
the Administration's 
policy of providing 
venues for student 
meetings. 

During the September 
v a c , a n o rg a n i sat i o na l 
work shop held by Gra
hamstown members of 
the Congress of South 
African ·Students (CO
SAS) in the RHOD EO off
ice, was cut short 
when Rhodes security 
guards received ins
tructions to keep a 
close check on the 
start i ng a nd f i n i s h i ng 
times of the meeting. 

11 When ·we arrived at 
noon on Saturday, we 
were told by a secu
rity guard we could 
only enter at 2 0 • 
clock. We were then 
ordered to leave at 
6 O'clock sharp, al
though we were not 
through with our pro
gramme,11 said there-

\ . 

"The SRC has no prior 
claim to decide who 
uses the rooms." 

-Dr Henderson . 

gional organiser of 
COSAS. 

SRC member, Olivia 
Forsyth, said a Rhodes 
student asked perm
ission to use the 
venue. 

11 It would be most un-

fair for the univer
sity to deny acess to 
these facilities, as 
so few are available 
in Grahamstown 11 , she 
said. 

• Objection 

Dr .. Henderson said he 
objected to the group 
using the venue, be
cause the ·correct 
booking procedures 
were not followed, and 
there was no person 
related to the uni
versity who could ac
cept responsibility. 

11The offices in the 
Student's Union ar~ 
under the jurisdiction 
of the S.R.C., and it 
should be up to their 
discretion to decide 
who can use the ven
ues,11 said S.R.C. 
President, Jennie Bowen. 
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"The SRC has juris
diction over the 
offices." 

-Jennie Bowen . 

When the Grahamstown 
Committee of Democrats 
(GCD) formerly known 
as WINSOG, applied 
for a venut, they were 
refused such a fac
ility. The GCD was to 
invite Black Sash Pres
ident, Sheena Duncan, 
to address a campus 

meeting. 

Admin. refused access 
to the venue, claiming 
that GCD was not a 
registered society, 
nor a department. This 
seems to contradict 
the requlations, of the 
Administration , as 

many of GCD members 
are university academ
ics. 

• Surprising 

According to SRC Pres 
ident, Jennie Bowen, 
in the past other 
political party bodies 
who are not registered 
societies were allow
ed access to uni ver- , 
:.. i ty venues. 11The uni
versity 1 S stance is 
quite surprising. It 
seems as if the uni
versity authorities 
are objecting to cer
tain political group
ings voicing their 
opinions, 11 she said. 

Admin's at 
it again I 
University Adminis- no 11 . 

t'ation may arbitrarily 
ens0r material of poli

. ical mature submitted 
the Print Unit for 

rinting. 

Mrs Ferguson refused 
RHODEO access to the 
letter. 
Vice-Principal, Profes· 
sor Brommert, however 

So says head of the claimed he was unaware 
Unit, Mrs Ferguson. (;.f any such letter. 

I"There is a standing 
A standing letter 11from verbal instruction,~~ 
the office of the Vice- he said. 
Chancellor 11 compells 
the unit to submit 11 items of a political 
nature 11 for scrutiny, 
she said. 

Professor Brommert 
claimed he didn 1t 11care 
a hoot 11 about the con
tent of material for 
printing. 11 It so hap

"Reasons do not have to . pens that things which 
provided for items have political impli-

at are rejected. The cations are more liable 
answer is either yes or Ito legal action 11 . 
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FEATURE 
The new parliaments 
opened at the begin
ing of September 
with as much ceremony 
and enthusiasm as the 
government could whip 
up. 

But pomp and ceremony 
could. not hide the 
dismal failure ·of the 
elections which put 
Hendrikse, Rajbansi 
and 118 others into 
the new parliament. 

Figures released by 
the UDF, which spear
headed the election 
boycott campaign, 
show that over 1 ,5 
million coloured were 

fusing to vote . 

And Africans, by far 
the majority of the 
South African popu
lation, were notal
lowed to vote. 

The new tri-cameral 
parliament was imple
mented against a 
backdrop of detentions 
widespread repression 
and violence. As the 
UDF pointed out, these 
were in fact conducted 
in the context of an 
undeclared State of 
Emergency. 

The UDF based its stat
ement on ·the huge pol-

ss ion of sudents went beyond school 
sand into townships . 

eligbl e to vote , but ice presence at the 
only 250 000 did so. polls. Uniformed pol-
Which means that the ice, members of the 
Labour Party - under Reaction Un i t and sec-
the leade~ship of the urity police crowded 
Rev. Allan Hendrikse- the polls, often out-
ha s a mandate of l ess numbering the candid-
than 18%. ates , helpees , and 

voters. 
The House of Del egat 
es has even less cre
dibility. Of more 
than 500 000 Indians 
eligible to vote, 
only 83 000 did so. 
85% of the Ind ian pop
ulation rej ect ed the 
new Constitution, re-
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There were also wide
spread arrests at the 
poll s on el ection day. 
As many as 200 anti ~ 

· election campaigners 
were arrested or held 
by t he police. Peace
ful demonstrators were 

• 
CIOn 

met with teargas, 
bullets, batons, and 
sjambok charges . . 

A further indication 
of this mockery of 
"free and fair elect
ions" was a statement 
made by the minister 
of Constitutional dev
elopment, Chris Heunis, 
on the day before the 
coloured elections. He 
claimed that it d.id 

While the government swore in its new 
ministers, anger at the •new deal• ran 
commercial press and SABC propaganda, 
polls for the so-called COloured and I 
were recorded. And when the teargas s 
clears, the call for a society free of 
where there shall be peace and friends 
remain. 

not matter if there · 
was a low poll; that 
the new constitution 
would be implemented 
regardless. Despite 
the total rejection of 
the constitution by 
those who could vote 
and many who could not, 
the constitution is 
going ahead. 

II NIGHTMARE 

]overnment has consis
tently said the unrest 
is simply caused by 
•agitators• , but in 
the final analysis 
blame for the loss of 
life lies with a gov
ernment· which chooses 
to ignore people's 
dissatisfaction. It 
lies with a system 
where people ar~ not 
paid living wages and 
have no real political 
representation. 

The government's re- The Black Local, Auth-
form dream i s being oritie~ Act is a major 
fulfilled. But for part of Botha's 're-
t hem it ha s t urned in- form• stra~egy. It is 
to a night mare .The death designed to give the 
toll from clashes be- appearance of govern-
tween police and anti- ment represent ation 

townsh ips to a town 
council system. How
ever, this system was 
overwhelmingly rejec
ted last year with 
less than 10% of town
ships going to the 
polls in the Black 
Local Authorities el
ect ions. 

These town councils 
have also inherited all 
the debts and problems 
of the old Administra
tion boards. The Vaal/ 
Orange Board, for in
stance, handed over 
debts of R3,5 million 
to the new counc i ls . 
While the Soweto coun
cil is now R4 million 
in debt. 

government protesters for Africans by hand -
in the Transvaal has, ing over responsib i l- In the face of these 
in the last month, ities for housing and problems, the counci ls 
risen to more than services in African have turned on res id-
56, according to off- ••• 
ic ial sources . Unoff
icial reports estimate 
the figure to be more 
like 150. Despite the 
recession, there have 
been more strikes and 
disputes in 1984 than 
ever before. Across 
the country nearly a 
million students in 
schools, universities 
and technikons have 
boycotted in protest 
against the education 
system and nn undemo
cratic constitution. 

And the conflicts seem 
set to continue. The 
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FEATURE 

roes _s 
could not afford the 
increase. But this fell 
on deaf ears. And so 
anger grew and spilled 
over .. 

ing the resignation of 
community councillors. 
In one case, Sharpeville 
residents gathered and 
marched to the council 

and sjamboks. One 
schoolchild was shot 
dead. 

offices. On the way Government reaction to . 
Thousands took to the they passed the offices student protest has 
streets. In the con- o~ councillor Lebeu been equally harsh. 

new Tri -Cameral 
ran deep. Despite 

Ida, extremely low 
1nd Indian elections 

On top of this, reces- f lict that followed, D1phoko. They asked him In the Vaal, East Rand 
sian takes its toll. frustration and anger to accompany them. In- Soweto and Mamelodi ' 
This year South Afric- were directed at tar- stead he pulled out a · scores of Bantu Edu.-
ans have been hit by gets that have always gun and fired at the cation schools have 
an endless stream of been hit first - coun- crowd, killing 2 people. been closed by the De-
price increases- meat, cillors and their bus- In full view of riot jla.rtment of Education 
eggs, and dairy products rJII"'~~r,~j] .. rr"C'-::::;::;:-:JII~I" and Training to force 
in January, maize and students to drop boy-

as Smoke eventually train fares in March, cotts. Violent con• 
1 f rth · d petrol, electricity, frontations between 
.e 0 ~pa . e1 , water and coal in Apri 1 pol ice and students 
endShlp, Will Add to that increases 1have escalated -a re-

ents to get them out 
of trouble. For exam
ple, in July the Davy
ton council, faced with 
a deficit of R3,8 
million tried to push 
rent up by R14 , sub
tenants1 fees up by 
R7,50, burial f~s~ by 
RS, and water and elec
tricity deposits to R75. 

II RECESSION 

There is also little 
hope that these coun
cils or the government 
will build houses to 
overcome the housing 
shortage estimated to 
be nearly 400 OQO for 
Africans, 80 000 for 
Indains, and 180 000 
for Coloureds. 

in GST, in the price cent victim, Congress 
of sugar, tea, rents , of South African Stu-
hospital and clinic · dents (COSAS) Soweto 
fees, and bread , - it branch secretary, 
is not surpr ising pea- Bongani Khumalo, was 
ple feel under attack . allegedly repeatedly 

People cannot survive 
without food, but 
price r i ses are forc 
ing many to eat less 
and less. If rent and 
service charges go up, 
and wages, pensions, 
and unemployment insur
ance stay the same, 
people are forced to 
meet. these expenses out 
of food money. If they 
do not pay their rent 
t hey are ev icted . Wi th
out money for transport 
they lose their jobs. 

And even if wages have 
increased in some cases 
this gain has been cut 
away by the high and 
growing number of un
employed in Southern 
Africa. Some estimate 
South Africa has nearly 
3 million unemployed 
people, nearly all of 
them black. 

Small wonder, then, 
that news of September 
rent increases in the 
Transvaal townships of 
Sharpville, Sebateng 
and Evaton were met 
with protest. Residents 
held large meetings and 
took a deci s ion to stay 
away f rom work in pro
test. The Vaal Civic 
Association warned the 
councillors that people 

Watville residents bury a student killed 
i n clashes with police. 

inesses, busses, gov
ernment property, ex
ploitative shopowners 
and pol ice . 

Most of the cl as hes 
were in the ·Transvaal, 
the worst in Lenasia, 
where police used tear
smoke and sjamboks on 
a number of occais iohs . 
Residents in the Vaal 
triangl e townships 
staged a massive stay
at-home and held huge 
demonstrations demand -
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police and police video 
cameras, the crowd turn
ed on him and h~cked 
him to pieces. 

Township anger al so 
boiled over in ImbaliJ 
Natal, when the Minister 
of Co-operation and 
Developement, Dr Piet 
Koornhof visited the 
township. Residents · 
marched on the ~~11 in 
which Koornhof was due 
to speak. Police drove 
them away with teargas 

shot at and killed by 
po 1 ice . 

II SOLIDARITY 

The message to the new 
parliament is clear. 
The w·a-rning s-igns -were 
there when the Local 
Authorities were re
jected. The Town Coun
ci l system has been an 
~tte r failure ; having 
Ignored their commun
ity1S f~elings, the 
Vaal councillors felt 
the consequences and 
have fled for police 

tection. Bantu 
Education is crumbling 

ile solidarity be
tween the 200 000 boy-
cotting students, pa
rents and other resi
dents grows. As the 
people in the Vaal, 
East Rand, Orange Free 
State, Natal and the 
Eastern Cape bury 
their dead, the mess- . 
age of Sharpeville 
1960 still echoes in 
their minds: to have 
peace, the people must 
govern; to have pros
perity the wealth of 
the country mu st be 
shared; there must be 
work and security; 
houses and comfort. 
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Exams are almost upon us: a time to display 
our knowledge of the university training 
which will equip us for our future careers. 

Yet at the same time 200 000 students nation
wide are calling for an assessment of_the 
education system which denies them things 
we take for granted - SRc•s, textbooks and 
adequate fac i lities, equal educational opp
ortunities . . 

' In every case the government•s response to 
the boycotts has been a violent one. Here 
in Grahamstown, police, and more recently 
members of the SADF as well, have clashed 
with local students, using dogs, teargas, 
baton charges and sjamboks to crush their 
prutest. 

We are being trained for jobs in a society 
filled with conflict, where the majority 
of South Africans are denied the right to 
vote, the right to adequate housing, health 
care, education and wages which can sup
port a family. 

Three major student organisations - NUSAS, 
the Congress of South Afr i can Stude~ts ~ CO
SAS) and the Azanian Students Organisation 
(AZASO) have come together to take u~ these 
inequalities and .work towards producin~ a 
blueprint setting out students• educational 
demands - the Education Charter. 

RHODEO supports the efforts of students to 
face the challenge of changing their ed
ucation and their society to a non-racial, 
democrati c one . 

CREDITOR lA 
Ray Hartley (Ed ) 
Roelien Theron (Ed) 
Melissa de Villiers (Ed) 
Sylvia du Plessis (Feature~ 
Jan Gewald (National) 
Steven Markovitz (National) 
Pippa de Villiers (Campus) 
Janet Heard (Campus) 
Chris Lebert (Arts) 
Steve Hilton-Barber (Pix) 
Patrick Tandy (Pix) 
Bernard O'Shea (Sport) 

Toby Schmitz (Graphics) 
Victoria Heard 
Olivia Forsyth 
Simon Pamphi Ion 
Shei Ia Hanley 
AI ison Love 
Tessa Gawi th 
Dinky Two reck 
Steve Pike 
Nick Dean 
Karen Vrey 
SASPU 

RHODEO is the offi.cial student newspaper of Rhodes 
University. The editors are under con~ract t~ the 
SRC, but are given full autonomy. It 1s publlshe~ by 
the SRC and opinions expressed are not necessanly 
thOse of the editors or the SRC. Correspo~ence _ can 
be addressed to RHODEO, c/o SRC, Rhodes Un1vers1ty, 
Grahamstown 6140 . Tel: 7171 
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' . . ' ' L•ltera· ry Rape I was recently asked by two 
· . .burn students for my opin-

ions on Rag. Why that quest-
Dear Eds , . . ioi:l is so important is really 

m~n~ that the ect1tor cons1derbeyond me_ what is there to 
s1m1l~r treatmen~ before at- form an opinion of? Rag has 

Fortunately,many of your Rea- tempt1ng to complle the next a split personality with the 
ders will have been spared the instalment. wishy- washy "social' function' 
horror to confront our local I . . !ramblings of its admin on the 
hall newsletter, "Smut Confes By the way, who 1s t~e ed1tor one hand and the horrific 
sional ". The fact that "Smut ' anyway? After searc~1ng thr - student participants' inter-

ns:- obscene discourse . ough 1 ~ st term's ed ~ t 10n even pretat ion on the other, for
( Chambers 2oth Century D1c- resort1ng to c1vslex1c tenden- 'lling such a disjointed mass 
tionary) . . . cies -we stlll have not sol- that to pass judgement on it 

is by no means a co1nc1dence. ved the problem. Perhaps he/ as a whole is ridiculous. 
Reading this publication is she cannot stand up long . 
like ploughing through a block enough to be counted . . . (lt 
ed nostril (no first hand ex- may be the beer you know)?? 
perienc~. you und~rstand?)._ Yours in teetotality 
The _ed1,tor ~nd hls menagenE: UNCAPTIVATED 
subJeCt the1r somewhat easy
going, capt ive audience to 
nothing less than literary 
rape. 

The provotation of this cont · 
ribution lies in the fact tha 

. our sense of justice leads us 
to lend some credibility to 
t he publi cat ion by testing 
five of the recipes which in
corporated beer as their main 
ingredient in the last edi
tion • .. We have just returned 
from intensive rehabilitation 
herapy. We can only recom-

P.S. The reason we wrote to 
.RHODEO is because we thought 
that nobody would read the 
next "SMUT CONFESSIONAL". 

Dear UNCAPTIVATED 

We have read it - puerile, 
isn't it? The editor is Mr 
Kevin "Freddie" Fredericks. 
doing English Honours (so 
much for the English Dept.). 

As I see it, Rag has two op
tions: one, i! revolutionary 
change in its. admin to make 
it perform a true social fu 
and to align its means with 
its ends, or hJo, to drop the 
whole pretence and allm~ it 
to s 1 i p i nto a name less . , 
perennial debauchery. Unt1l 
then nothing concrete can 
be said about it other than 
that i t i s confused. Let's 
hope that the leadership ~1eek 
~nd produces some results. 

Yours 
Irri tated · 

RCC dispute 
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Dear Eds 

In response -to the RCC pub 
lication , the "Sword", we as 
Christians would like to put 
forward our views. 
We believe that no-one _knows 
the abs0lute truth, nrr ~at
ter how religious they are. 

Our opinion of this publi
cation is that it tends to 
oversimply and attempts to 
solve complex issues by means 
of clich~d rules. We do not 
.feel that we are justified 
in pass ~ng judgement on com-
plex issues. 

Oversimplification of the 
scriptures may cause serious 
psychological problems, 
through forcing a person to 
depend on a rigid rule-sys
tem, avoiding inconsisten
cies in the Gible itself. 
When challenged, this sys
tem may collapse .. 

We feel t hat many Bi ble ref
erfe rences are quoted out of 
context. Perhaps we should 
deal with the conflict be- · 
tween our sexuality and so~
ial mores by considering the 
situation and then judging 
whether our decision will · 
fulfill or break ourselves 
and those around us. 

Surely Jesus, whom we be
lieve to be love incarnate, 
said that He has come to re
place the restrictive rules, 
leaving us the challenge of 
deciding what it means to 
love in any situation. 
(Matt .22 :34-40). 

It is for freedom that Chris 
has set us free. Stand firm 
then and do not let your
selves be burdened again by 
a yoke of slavery.(Gal.5:1). 

Yours 
Daniela aQd Peter Genrich
de Lisle. 



New ·Id-eas 
Sharing ideas with 
other people natic
nally is crucial for 
effective student 
government, even if 
Rhodes is not affil
iated to the National 
Union of South African 
Students. 

This is the opinion of 
the seven members of 
the new SRC - includ
ing president. ~nnie 
Bowen - who attended 
Nusas National Council 
in the Septe~ber vac. 

The idea of calling 
together campus 

· leaders to discuss 
issues the SRC wants 
to take up came from 
Nusas, said ~nnie 
Bowen. "We tried this 
by ca 11 i ng together 
senior students and 
society chairs to 
discuss the emergency 
student body meeting 
which the SRC called 
last Friday." 

11 Everyone agreed that 
such a meeting was 
important and senior 
students took notices 
to distribute in the 
halls. 11 

Students vote on a motion at the SRC'S 
lunchtime meeting held on Friday. The 
idea came from Wits and UCT. 

11The 400 students at 
the emergency meeting · 
were enthusiastic 
about the SRC calling 
lunch-time meetings. 
Other campuses l ike · 
Wits and UCT have a 
tradition of lunch
time meetings, so we 
decided to try them .. , 
said Jennie. 

11 lts a bit unfair that 
we benefit from this 

national contact 
without being affil
iated, although N~sas 
people welcome an inf
ormal delegation from 
Rhodes,"she added. 

"Unfortunately, 
because Nusas is a 
confederation of SRC 1 s 
we cannot vote and 
therefore cannot cont
ribute to or influence 
Nusas policy." 

NATIONAL 

Mudent journa 1 i sts 
from five English
speaking universities 
gathered at UCT this 
vac for the annual 
SASPU Multi-Media Mind
blast. 

The opem ng speaker 
Jbhnathan De Vries of 
the Western Cape reg
ion of the United 
Democratic Front(UOF) 
said it was import
ant that journalists 
align themselves with 

the ideals of democ
racy and justice. 

."SASPU provided us 
with input on how to 
write a story that 
campus will read . . I 
thiri< this is an area 
that student journal
ists should confront" 
said Rhodeo editor 
Reel ien Theron. 

SASPU smiles for Steven. 

Good News from GRACONS 
Paul Dobson, the first 
conscientious objector 
to object from within 
the SADF, was recently 
released after a year 
in civilian prison. 

ASked about his posi
tion Paul said, .. I 
regard myse 1 f as ext
tremely lucky, especia
lly when I thirl< of 
people facing the mili
tary now. I 1m k i nd of 
the end of .an old era, 
the last to come out 
under the old legisla
tion. 11 

was n the SADF in 
a non-combatant posit
ion for fourteen months 
before he objected. 11My 
biggest regret is that 
I didn't object in the 
first place. In the 
abstract I would say, 
yes, I would object, 
but I'm very conscious 
that I'm saying this 
from a secure position~ 
(He was dishonourably 
3ischarged from the 
SADF ). 

An advice centre for 
conselling on national 
service was recently 
established in Graham
stown. The new group, 
GRACONS (Grahamstown 
Advice Centre on Nat
ional Service) aims to 
provide information 
and councelling on any 
a,spect ·of m i 1 ita ry 
service, defence legi-
slation and conscien
tious objection. 

According to GRACONS 
member and ex-army 
chaplain Gerry West, 
there is a definite 
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need for such a centre 
in Grahamstown, and so . 
far the response has 
been 11fantastic", par
ticularly with the 
confusion surrounding 
the issue of who is 
eligible for registra
tion. 

GRACONS hopes to set 
up an office in town 
where they can provide 
personal counselling 
and can make relevant 
literature available. 
They have so far been 
concentrating on rais
ing their profile by 

running adverts in the 
local paper and on 
campus, and have also 
been working within 
some of the Grahams
town churches. GRACONS 
hope to initiate an 
information programme 
in some high schools 
here, to inform pup i 1 s 
about their options 
regarding registration 
and cadets. "We fee 1 
that if people decide 
to serve in the SADF 
the decision must be 
an informed and respon 
sible one .. , said Gerry 
West. 
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recent "Live Ji ve " featuring bands, Askar i , Kevi n Abrahams and Foreig n ,Policy never really got past the embryonic stage . 
nt crowd of 105 cong regated near t he stage end of a conspicuously empty Great Hall to listen to a mediocre line-up. Nothing 

a l ly inrovative was heard from local band Foreign Policy, who played several own compo s itions . They were•nt really comfortable 
group, and I got the feeling Linden Birns, drowning in his drums. would do better if he stuck to the instrumental s ide of 

things a'nd left the voca l s to someone e l se. Slick guitar work by both bass and lead geetists showed that Foreign Po-
icy have got something going fo r them, just get it together .guys! Kevin Abrahams. weell ... aaah: he gave ave 

l ished, professional performance. His back-up band, The Kick, a group of seasoned musicians including ex
lead guitarist from Falling Mirror, effortlessly sailed through their repertoire and were definitely 

highlight of the show . Their exhibition of Rock was far more original than Foreign Policy~ 
nd had most people at least twitching, but I found much evidence of the South African pop 

see ne of the early 7 0s; small wonder! Tully McCu l ly produced their LP "Ins ide". 
Pseudo-ethnic, e' Void- like Askari had a hell of a lot of audacity for a back-up 

and , i ni tia lly refusing to pl ay to such a small audience . But once their 
loof ness and pumped up ego s had deflated they lowered themselves t o 

s'standards, and played a set that wa s more vi sual than mu-
1. Much as I tried, my body could rot merge or move t o 

ir music . Not impressed! RMR PRO, Russell 
ae, said that the show had been a financi a l 

ilure, but t hat f rom what he had heard , 
st of the audience had enjoyed them 

lves. Thi s was t he main t hi 
added. 

HEAR! HEAR! 

Ti.Ti. 
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Tebbutt rules the vvaves 
lne Rhodes Closed Surf
ing Competition~ aimed 
to stimulate particip
ation in the surf club 
by Rhodians. was won by 
len Tebbutt on a windy 
Kowie Sunday. last week 

The waves were the 
struggling remnant s of 
a juiced Friday and 
Saturday, wheri 6' - 8' 
foot swells on the tea
room side created 

Th~ finalists worked 
feverishly to gain 
polnts, often failing 
to out ride many 
closing out sections. , 

Len Tebbutt was able to 
secure a formidle tarry 
of long rides, which 
gave him the edge over 
Mark Symmon s (second) 
and Alan Carter (third) 

the best lefts seen for 
a long time. Sponsered pr1 zes, pres - ~::::~ljfp,...._ 

Unfortunately, an east 
wind began to blow, 
flattening the waves 
and chopping up the 
swell by Sunday morn
ing. 

Twenty-one entrants 
surfed off in four 
heats, the best three 
in each heat going 
through to the main 
event and the re st 
competing in a plate 
event. 

Knysna local, Charles 
Smith, a 1aidback 
surfer with a fluid 
style , pulled it off 
to win the Gumf Trow 
Memorial Trophy and 
dinner for two. 

Th e main event wa s held 
in ever deterioting 
surf. The waves were 
mu shy and the water 
cold. 

ented to t he s ix tinal
l sts trom each event, 
compr i sed of T-Shirt s, 
tapes . books, mags, 
wine and sntt. vouchers. 

Al t hough the wino wa s 
co1d and the su rf not 
so good, t here was a 
rri endly atmosphere 
throughout t he day. 

RESULTS 

Plate event 
Charles Smith 
Clyde Wynter 
Alex Jacovodes 
Dan de Villiers 
Dave Ries 
Steve Pike 

Main event 

Len Tebbutt 
Mark Symmons 
Alan Carter 
Gary Rolfe 
Donovan Shaw 
Gareth Turner 

·ALBANY SPORTS 
THE SPORTS PEOPLE 

FOR 

SPORTING 

EQUIPMENT 

Visit the experts 

l9BATHURSTSTREET 
CRAHAMSTOWN 6140 PHONE 31,-4 
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for WIn 
The Rhodes f irst s 
water polo team 
carne 3rd in a 
tournament held at 
Rl:1ocies last weekend. 

Eight teams took part 
in the competition 
which ~a s ·spoiled by 
the chilly weather. 

Play i ng i n Poo 1 A, 
Rhodes qot off t o a 

;ood start by beat
ing Buffa loes 6-2 
and Institute 7-6. 

Thier final match in 
the section wa s 
against UPE, with 
both teams needing 
to win to qualify 
for the final. 

UPE won the match 
6-2, but Rhodes 

ELEVEN t eams took part .. As they ~ent into the .· 
in t he inter-hou se fi nal lap Oppies had 
Round-the-block relay a 29 second lead over 
he ld on Wednesday 19 t hier rival s , but 
September. determined· running 

Th e teams had s ix 
runners who ran 1,9 
kil ometres each. 

Hilton Harvey sent 
Stanl ey Kidd into an 
ea rly lead but the 
re lay soon developed 
into a duel between 
Oppi es and Piet 
Retief. 
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by Dieter Wu st ensured 
an excit ing fin i sh. 

Wu st managed to cut 
t he deficit by 21 
seconds , but Rod 
Brown held on to give 
t he Oppies victory by 
a narrow 8 second 
ma rgin. 

Nei l Malherbe fi ni shed 
strongly to gain the 

ga ined some co nsol
ation by beati ng Old 
Boys 6-3 in the pl ay 
off for 3rd and 4th 
pl ace . 

UP E beat Ui tenhage 
4-3 in a c lose fina l. 
In Poo l B Rhodes 11 
fai led t o win a game, 
los ing 1-9 to Old 
Boys , 5-6 to Crusaders 
and 1-8 to Uite nhage . 

top individual time 
of 5 minutes 41 sees 
and secure 3rd place 
fo r Walker. 

Final times: 
Oppies 
Piet Ret ief 
Walker 
Coll ege 
Both a 
Thomas Pringle 
Cory / Mathews 
Wi nch.ester 
Stanley Kidd 
Oa kdene 
Smut s 

37,35 
37,43 
38, 34 
39,39 
40, 25 
40,47 
40,48 
4 1 ,21 
41 '57 
ii2 '00 
42,45 

G. & S. GTN . - L. 
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