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---NEWS 

News in Brief 
Namibians go hom.e 
RHODES UNIVERSITY is providing examination facilities in Wind­
hoek for those students wishing to vote in their upcoming elections. 
The Academy in Windhoek has agreed that their staff will invigilate 
Rhodes examinations at a R20 cost for each candidate per session. 
The opportunity is valid from November 6 to co-incide with the elec­
tions being held between November 6 - 1 0. 
The University will however, not pay transport or accomodatlon 
costs. At Rhodes there are about thirty Namibian residents, but the 
number of Namibian citizens is unclear. 
The chairperson of Rhodes Namibian Students Society (NAMSOC), 
William Heuva, was pleased at the offer and said the trip to Namibia 
to vote would otherwise have been impossible during exam-time. 
Most NAMSOC members had registered in September, he added. 
Rhodes University's offer follows similar offers at UCT, Wits and 
UWC. Mr Lancaster, Rhodes' Deputy Registrar, urged students to re: 
spond to the offer as soon as possible so that arrangements may be 
finalized. 

Helen Joseph to visit Grahamstown 
VETERAN ANTI-APARTHEID campaigner and UDF patron, Helen 
Joseph, will be speaking on campus on Monday as a guest of SRC 
Projects Committee. 

Eighty year old Ms Joseph will be speaking on the significance of 
the Freedom Charter today. She was present at the congress of 
the people in Kllptown (near Soweto) where the Freedom Charter 
was drawn up in 1955. 

At the time she was a member of The Congress of Democrats - a 
white organisation allied to the yet to be banned ANC. Ms Joseph 
has been detained and placed under house arrest in the past and 
may not be quoted as she is a listed person. · 

Deformed shark discovered 
A DEFORMED shark, recently found washed upon a beach near 
the Great Fish River, was donated to the JLB Smith Institute of lc­
thyology at Rhodes University. 

The baby Copper shark was taken to the East London museum 
and donated to the JLB Smith Institute. 

The Institute "falls within the top ten museums worldwide," said Mr 
B Ranchod of the Institute. 

Mr Ranchod said the 65cm. carcharhinus brachyurus "would not 
have lived very long." 

"The eyes were formed below the nose and the umbilical joining 
had not yet closed." The t op lip had not yet developed either. 

Pol soc 
A NEW politics society has recently been launched and passed by 
the SRC. 

It aims to educate its members around current political issues and 
conduct research into various facets of South Africa's politics. Ac­
cording to it's stated aims it inten~s to "at all times_Prese~e it's.int~­
grity and independence and remain free fr9Jm any 1deol?g1cal. ~las .. 

The chairperson, Peter Coutromanos held a leadership pos1t1on 1n 

the Student Moderate Alliance (SMA) at Wits which, like the Moder­
ate Student's Organisation at Rhodes, is an NSF affiliate. This year 
he has been involved with the MSO. 

Coutromanos can be contacted at 22245. 

Albany Bakery srike 
STUDENTS WHO often complain about res food and sometimes re­
sort to eating bread, butter and jam will be relieved to know that a 
recent six day strike at Albany Bakery did not affect Rhodes' bread 
supply. 

Staff went on strike two weeks ago because management de­
cided to impose a straight night shift which would mean workers 
having to work awkward hours for the rest of their fives. 
After a letter from management, workers embarked on a strike ac­
tion because they were not consulted but an ultimatum was given 
that if the order was not followed their service would be terminated. 

Albany Operations Manager for the coastal division, Mr AM Rede­
linghuys, said night shifts were necessary because there was a 
drop in sales. This was due to the low quality of bread by the time it 
was delivered. 

"The consumer has a right to expect fresh bread on their table in 
the morning and throughout the modern world this involves a 
bakery having to work at night. The workers involved were reluc­
tant to make this change," he said. 

A shopsteward said after representations were made and 40 
· hours per week rather than the normal 46 hours per week Was sug~ 
gested if night shift were to be instated, management refused and 
negotiations broke down. 

Workers however returned to work fast week but have deClared a 
dispute with the bakery and the matter remains unresolved. 

Aiesec publication 
AIESEC-RHODES has been given the opportunity of sending a rep­
resentative to Johannesburg to oversee publication of the bi-annual 
Aiesec South African national newspaper, Bridge. 

Christiane Drunk from Rhodes will be staying in Johannesburg 
With the Aiesec South African National Commitee during the produc­
tion of Bridge. 

At Aiesec's annual general meeting in July, the Rhodes' team was 
chosen as the most suitable branch to produce the newspaper and 
Drunk was entrusted with the task. Information for the publication 
was obtained from Aiesec commitees around the country, the inter­
national office in Brussels and countries on each continent. 

This will be the third edition of Bridge.--1-t-will be distributed in De­
cember 1989, as the 1990 Orientation week publication. 
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Peanuts for security 
A RHODEO investigation into the 
working conditions of the campus se­
curity guards has found that the wor­
kers are generally dissatisfied with the 
way the Campus Security Unit oper­
ates. 

Workers interviewed, who de­
clined to be named for fear of repri­
sals, revealed that although they were 
allowed to be members of the Con­
gress of South African Trade Unions 
( Cosatu) afftliated Transport and Gene 
ral Workers Union they were not free 
to go on strike, "even though our griev­
ances are predominantly the same as 
other workers." 

They added that the number of 
union members in their department 
had dwindled to less than five, as many 
saw no point in belonging to a trade 

African English 
THE ENGLISH Department will 
offer a one year undergraduate course 
in "English in Africa",from 1990. 

The course caters for second and 
third year students who are interested 
in African Studies. 

English in Africa provides an in­
troduction to literature in English in 
sub-Saharan Africa with the emphasis 
on post-colonial writing. 

The course accesses the vision of 
Africa's finest creative thinkers. who 
combine indigenous cultural practice 
with mainstream Western literature. 

A lecturer in the English Depart­
ment, Gareth Cornwell said: "The ob­
ject of English in Africa is to introduce 
students to an important body of lit­
erature and also to make students 
aware of the values and assumptions 
which condition their reponse to lit-

• erature and to the world in general." 
Corn well said that offering English 

·in Africa was a step towards the "Afri­
canisation" of the English Department 
but said that this would not happen 
overnight as the educational and cul­
tural experience of the Department is 
based on Western Values. 

Truro blues 
DISSATISFACTION AMONGST 

students living in Truro House has in­
creased following several intrusions 
and thefts over the past three months 
and a fire during the July vacation. 

Police and campus security were 
notified of an intruder on numerous 
occassions, residents clairr, but al­
though they were called to the scene 
on two occassions, the incidents were 
"seemingly forgotten". 

On one occassion the intruder en­
tered the building and locked himself 
in the upstairs bathroom before escap­
ing through the window. 

.In another incident, a man who 
identified himself as "Ben", was seen 
prowling around the area behind the 
building one evening. When ques-

. ~ioned he moved out of the light saying 
he did not want "the public" to see 
him and said he was "waiting for 

· somebody". 
When students went outside to ap­

proach him, he had dissapeared. 
Campus security and the police were 
notified. 

Repeated requests for burglar 
guards at vulnerable points of the 
building were forwarded to admin and 
only after numerous requests did 
they mstall them . 

During the July vacation, a fire 
broke out and the alarm "blared for 
several minutes" but therewereno se­
curity guards in the area: Students 
tried to put out the fire but the extin­
guishers were stuck to the wall. 

The blaze was eventually brought 
under control with the help of a visitor. 

Apparently during the buildings' 
"facelift", the fire extinguishers had 
been stuck to the newly painted wall 
which hardened over the months. 
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union if they could not freely claim 
. their rights. 

"Many of us are sole breadwinners 
and are therefore afraid of losing -our 
jobs as a result of participating in 
union activities," said a worker who 
said he did not belong to a union. 

Topping the list of grievances is the 
question of wages and working hours. 
Workers interviewed revealed that 
they earned around R400 a month and 
had a 12-hour working day. 

Workers said the "peanuts" they 
got were far below the living wage pro­
posed by Cosatu, and they found it 
difficult to budget for their families on 
such a low wage. 

"We want an eight-hour working 
day and an increase in wages, but we 
know the administration is not willing 

to do that." 
When approached for comment 

the Registrar, Dr K Hunt and the heac 
of the Campus Security Unit, Mr r: 
Charteris, said they could not responc 
to the allegations as they did not comf 
directly from the workers. 

"There are proper channels for 
lodging complaints, not the press. 
There is nothirig we can say to respond 
to your questions, except that they (the 
workers) should go to their immediate 
superiors if they are not happy with 
anything." 

When asked if the issues were nev. 
to him, Dr Hunt said he had heard 
about them before, although they had 
never been brou ht to him fonnall . 

atercrisis 
THE EASTERN Cape's critical short­
age of water has unfortunately not left 
Rhodes unscatched. 
. Drastic rationing of the usage of 

water has been imposed and this has 
left a number of students complaining 
that they do not wash themselves 
properly. Students are allowed to use 
80 litres of water per day and have to 
have one, 2-3 minute shower per day. 
Wardens are allowed 500 litres of 

ater per day. 

The graph at Smuts Residence 
showed that the students there were 
fast approaching. the daily limit of 11 
000 litres. However, Mr J Oelshig 
said that by and large, everybody on 
campus was co-operating and 
stuggling and the situation was likely 
to change "when it starts raining". 

Mr Oelshig denied that the cam­
pus will be closed if water falls below 
a certan level. This year's academic 
programme will continue as normal he 
said. ! 

A Rhodeo member showering under water restrictions 

Several students have expressed 
anger and disillusion at che efforts of 
the warden to solve their problems 
and meet their needs. One resident 
suggested grievances and complaints 
were not seriously taken and too little 
attention is given to pertinent 
residence issues and legitimate com­
plaints. 

She told RHODEO: "I've heard so 
many wonderful things about life in 
Truro but I am very dissappointed and 
fed up. Nobody seems to care about 
what happens in res and the warden 
hasn't helped to make life any easier. 

I definitely wouldn't come back to 
Truro if I were to stay at Rhodes." 

Another student said perhaps if 
the warden was not so occupied with 
her studies, there would be a great 
forum for communication and things 
would not be so bad. 

"Truro could really be a lekker 
place. In fact, it is the best res on 
cam us." 

Nina Shand, women's councillor 
on the SRC "I think it's quite essential 
that admin takes responsibility to en­
sure the safety of women. At the mo­
ment women can't even walk alone on 
campus at night and admin should do 
something about that." 

The warden of Truro, Ms R 
Meyberg, when asked to comment, 
described the situation at Truro as 
unique. "Truro is so far away from the 
rest of campus and we are also such a 
small res. We therefore have no inter­
com system and the doors at the front 
stay open during the day. We all know 
and trust each other so it seems 
weird to have to lock doors or confront 
every visitor to our res." 

Referring to subsequent precau­
tions taken, Ms Meyberg emphasized 
that burglar bars had been requested 
from admin straight after the incident, 
(at the end of second term) but that 
they only received them in late Sep­
tember. 



BOUT 48 conscientious objecior~ 
:ld a press conference in Graham­
~wn announcing their refusal to 
rve in the SADF about two weeks 
:o. 

The press conference occured in 
mjunction with similar press con­
,rences held around the country 
here a total of771 ~1e.announced 
eir refusal to .serve in the SADF. 

A National Register of Conscien­
ms Objectors on which the names of 
e 771 were listed, was also launched. 

At the press conference, t he 48 
en issued statements citing their rea­
IDS for refusing to serve.i.n the SADF. 

The Grahamstown Objectors 
1m}Xomiseseven Rhodes University 
·ofessors, four academics, seven cle­
::s, a clinical 'psychologist, 29 stu­
:nts and a lawyer Peter Hawthorne, 
b.o spent a year in prison in 1983 for 
fusing to serve in the army. 

Many objectors said they saw the 
\DF as upholding Apartheid and for 
at reason were not prepared to 
rve. 

Andrew Roos, an African Politics 
udies Honours student, outlined his 
asons for not serving in the SADF. 
believe that South Africa belongs to 
I who live in it, black and white, and 
at no government can justly claim 
tthority unless it is based on the will 
, the people. Successive govern­
ents, elected by only a small mi­
lrity, have ruthlessly oppressed and 
ploited my fellow citizens. Their 
>ctrine of apartheid has been rightly 

rondom vending 
ltill pending 
HE INSTALLATION of condom­
:nding machines on campus has been 
D~tponed due to sponsorsliip prob-

The SRC has been forced to look 
•r sponsorship as the U~iversity 

1

ouncil has refused to pay for the in­
rallation of the machines. 
[ Although the SRC womens group 
as approached big companies and 
harmacies in Grahamstown, no re­
~onse has been recived. 

The second proposal of the contra­
:ption campaign to have all forms of 
ontraception administered from 
.bodes sanatorium is underway. 

The SRC women's councillor, 
lina Shand said the Family Planning 
:linic has agreed· to give the sanato­
.um "free" supplies. 

Sister Scott of the sanatorium said 
ile was not in favour of the proposal 
ecause the family plapning sister had 
een woken "at all hours of the night" 
rith requests for condoms in the past. 

The proposal will be debated by 
:ouncil during the December vaca­
on. 

I own down downer 
rREMBLING STUDENTS who had 
aken on a rather yellow complexion 
were suffering from more than a dose 
>f alcohol poisoning - they were also 
'earing possible prosecution for par­
icipating in an inter-res down-down 
:ompetition held at the Vic recently. 

However, the case against the al­
edged "offenders" appears to have 
>een dropped because of lack of evi­
Jence. 

Mr Oelshig, the warden of Kim­
>erly Hall, asked the Goldfields Assis­
:ant Warden, Mr John Moore, for the 
1ames of students who had taken part 
n the "illegal" event. 

Names could not be found and the 
natter was handed to the investigating 
)fficer for the case, Prpf Sertes. 

A memo has been circulated to 
:esidences which says it is illegal for 
;tudents to enter competitions such as 
:his. 

.. To serve in the SADF is to 
prolong apartheid .. 

48 Grahamstown objectors who announced their refusal to serve in the SADF 
condemned by the international com­
munity as a crime against hu­
manity .. .In this context, to serve in the 
SADF is to prolong apartheid, injus­
tice and the suffering of my people. 

fhis will not do. I commit myself in­
stead to the ideals set out in the Free­
dom Charter, t9 a just and democratic 
future where all South Africans can 

live together in peace and tnendshlp." 
Others said that they were univer­

sal pacifists and refused to fight in any 
way because of their Christian beliefs. 

Patrick Beddy explained this posi­
tion: "The foremost commandment 
that we are given, is that we love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, with 
all our soul and with all our minds and 

through this, show that same love to 
all His creation, especially my fellow 
man. Thus, ·as each human being is 
created perfectly in the image of God, 
every man and woman is to be revered 
as His creation, and anything that goes 
against this is an act of blasphemy. 
Therefore, I believe in the sanctity of 
human life, and that to cause injury or 
to take any life is sinful." 

The objectors also called ror alter­
natives to military service which were 
linked to the community and not 
linked to the SADF. · 

Professor Ian Macdonald, 
Head of the Philosophy Department 
said he thought he faced no actual risk, 
but commended ·the courage of the 
"younger men who were liable for call­
up." 

Grahamstown . custodian of the 
Register for ConscientiousObjectors, 
Bishop David Russell, said he re­
garded the taking up of arms as deeply 
immoral and sinful. 

He added that he would continue 
to pray for courage arid strength for 
the objectors. 

Most objectors also felt they had 
the full support of their families des­
pite their concern. 

Meanwhile about five Grahani­
stown organisations including the 
Black Sash (Albany), SoutP, African 
National Students Congress (Sansco) 
at Rhodes and Cathso~ (Rhodes) have 
issued statements in support of the 
objectors. , 

The Black Sash outlined the rea­
sons for its support of the objectors. 
"We recognise that the SADF is 
among the principle upholders of 
apartheid in this country, a fact which 
has been evidenced by the controver­
sional presence of troops in the town­
ship and in neighbouring states. The 
courageous decision of the 771 is is-

. sued on integrity, morality and patriot­
ism." 

"I would be less than happy about marching" 
RHODEO INTERVIEWED Dr van 
der Merwe to get admin's perspective 
on the recent march. We learned the 
difference between a march for peace 
and a peacefu:I-march, ' 

We also tried to clear up a few 
issues surrounding the 'trial' of three 
former BSM leaders and the sub­
sequent detention of one of them, 'KK' 
Papiyane. We discovered this was not 
really a crucial issue. 

RHODEO: In the light of the fact 
that admin said it would participate in 
the protest march two weeks ago if it 
was given permission by the magis­
trate, why did you not in fact do so? 

Van der Menve: There were good 
reasons for that. We were ap­
proached by two members of staff the 
night before who were concerned that 
students were heading for confronta­
tion with the police 

The administration was prepared 
to negotiate with the magistrate for 
permission to hold the march but I was 
doubtful that permission would be 
given at all and certainly not before 
Monday. In the end students went 
ahead and got permission from the 
magistrate without us. 

We discussed the possibility of a 
march in council and I was surprised 
at the tone of the debate. It was quite 
positive. Members said it would have 
to be a march for peace, something 
positive not purely confrontation call­
ing for an End to the Emergengy for 
example. 

Council had just finished its ses­
sion on Thursday when a document 
came from students inviting council to 
participate in the march. 

But it was already too late. Most 
members of Council had left Graham­
stowli to go home. 

R: Did Council not realise that a 
march was imminent and that there­
fore those who might have wanted to 
participate, could have stayed on to 
make an informed decision later? 

vdM: No, we ·had no idea the 
march would be taking place so soon. 
Everything happened so fast. 

R: There·were posters up all over 
campus and a meeting the night be-

..... • )~ .. ';. , ''-'· • " ·•• ' ·'<·· 

Admin members take down posters after a march in which students expressed 
their dissatisfaction withe the administration for not taking part in the peaceful pro­
cession througtJ town a few weeks ago. 

fore. Surely you must have known that become fashionable. I have other 
it was going to take place on Thursday. ways of registering my protest. 

vdM: No, you'll just have to accept R: What are those? 
in good faith that we had no idea. vdM: When BSM was banned I 

R: Why did you yourself not par- and a delegation from Wits visited the 
ticipate in the march? _ Minister of Police to register our pro-

vdM: The administration had no test. · 
input on what form the march would R: On the issue of the trial, do you 
take or its objectives. Members feel that there was any link between 
would certainly not have participated the trial and 'KK' Papiyane's sub-
:without that input. sequent detention? 

Also I had a prior appointment vdM: No I don't buy that. We . 
with someone who had come a long won't tolerate the disruption of meet-
way. ings. That is not an argument for put-

But . .;ven if I hadn't had an appoint- ting people beyond the disciplinary 
ment, it is unlikely I would have par- code. We won't let people get away 
ticipated in the march. , with that sort of behaviour. 

There is a difference between a Anyway it was not us who made the 
,march for peace and .a peaceful trial into a media event. It could have 
march. A peaceful march may con- been handled internally. It was not 
front the government by calling for an our fault. 
end to the State of Emergency, release R: In tpe light of the fact that ~d-
of political prisoners, etcetera. ministrations at other universities did 

R: Surely a call for an end to the not even allow Glendenning and 
Emergency is im essential precondi- Smith to speak on campus at all why 
tion for peace? did the Rhodes administration take 

vdM: That is a debate I don't want action agamst students wno aemon-
to get into. Personally I would be less strated their dissatisfaction with the 
than happy about marching. There racist views he has beenknownto pro-
are more subtle means of pro~esting. pogate? 

We are now talking with hindsight. vdM: It is not the role of the ad-
At the t,inle we did not know that the ministration to act as censors. I first 
police would allow the march tci go knew about the trouble around the 
ahead. meeting when I heard the 'gavort' in 

Now marches have become a Arts Major. This is a pattern ufbeha-
fashion . . I'm not going go participate viour that is in the public interest to act 
in marches simply because they've against. 
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R: Is it not a co-incidence that tlie 
three students who were charged were 
all past BSM presidents, especially in 
terms of the fact that the MSO allege 
they submitted a number of names to 
the investigating efficer? 

vdM: No, I don't see that as a ·in­
cidence. We have a procedure. The 
MSO complained to the Vice Chan­
cellor who then ~eferredhe case to the 
investigating officer. The investigat­
ing officer decided who to prosecute 
on the basis of evidence. 

R: What is the administration 
doing to secure Papiyane's release? 

vdM: We went down to the police 
station as soon as Mr Papiyane was 
detained to ensure he had a lawyer and 
could apply for study rights. We also 
released a statement to the press. 

R: What has been done since then 
to pressurise for his release? 

vdM: We are in touch with these­
curity police and phone them from 
time to time. 

R: Wasn't it a problem that the 
· statement appeared in the press dur­

ing the vac when most students 
couldn't see it? , 

vdM: Yes, but we do not release 
statements directly to students except 
when it is a crucial issue. 

R: Do you not feel that KK's deten-
tion is a crucial issue? , 

vdM: Well, you have a point 
there ... but in the times we live in 
detention is not that unusual is it? 
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-------NEVVS--------------------------------------------
11lOVe your Neighbour .. -
Bishop Russell 
RHODEO SPOKE to Bishop David 
lussell of the Anglican Church in 
rahamstownafter his week long fast. 
le looked tired but said he felt "sur­
'risingly strong". 

RHODEO: Why did you embark 
,n a week-long fast? 

Bishop Russell: I responded to a 
:all by Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
vho called for a week's fasting and 
Jrayer from September 25-30 for jus­
ice and peace in South Africa. 

RHODEO: Do you feel you've 
1chieved your objective? 

Bishop Russell: It's difficult to 
:balk up achievements in the violent 
ituation in which we live: it's difficult 
o calculate achievements; the fruits of 
mr offerings are not visible - its part 
>f something bigger. 

RHODEO: Do you feel - like most 
>eople - that politics and religion 
>hQuld be separated? ' 

In South Africa this would mean 
getting involved in politics - which is 
human communication and social re­
lations. 

RHODEO: Would yqu like to say 
something to the students at Rhodes? 

Bishop Russell: Yes - from stu­
dents one expects a greater openess to 
change and desire to · transform our 
society and commitment to our so­
ciety. 

ABOUT 700 pupils and staff of the 
Ntsika Junior Secondary School 
walked to the Shaw Memorial Hallin 
the township to express· their • support 
for Bishop David Russell, who is on 
hunger strike in sympathy with the de· 
tainees, last Monday. 

The 'Big Walk', which culminated 
in a church service by Bishop Russell, . 
was stopped only SOOm frQm • the }fall 
by police. Theytried .to stop the walk 
but · released ·.the .participants .20 • 
minutes · after being . told it • was • not • a 
protest· march• but a chih:ch service. 

Bishop Russell: No- obviously our 
whole understanding of God the In­
;arnate is based on the connand­
nent:"love your n'eighbour". This 
ncludes repecting and treating your 
1eighbour fairly and getting rid of 
:hose things which hurt our neigh­
>ours. 

~ishop Russel holding the flowers that were presented to him by the south African Police when the peaceft 
procession through town that took place a few weeks ago, reached the police station. · The flowers .were lat~ 
layed on an A.N.C. flag. 

Oppie.Board Undemocratic? 
rHE RECENTLY elected Oppie 
Board has a daunting task ahead of it 
If it plans to get in touch with the large­
y uninterested Oppie community at 
R-hodes. 

Previous Chairperson of the 
>aard, Shelley Corrigan, said students 
1eed to take the Oppie Board m0re 
>eriously, especially the election of 
1ew members to the board. 

"Often there are so few people 
>tanding for the postions that all nomi­
lations are accepted. This means that 
he people elected are not necessarily 
·epresentative of the Oppie student 
>ody." 

Corrigan felt the problem with 
1aving an unrepresentative body is 
hat only issues concerning the portion 
Jf the Oppie community represented 
>n the board tend to be addressed. 

She added that the lack of partici-

pation by Oppies in the running of the 
Oppie board is probably due to bad 
publicity - many students don't even 
know that they have repres.entation al­
though they all pay R25 towards it 
every year. 

Some do make use of the services 
offered by the board, however. 

New chairperson, Nina Shand, ele­
borated," The Oppie Board organises 
the cheese and wine at the beginning 
of the year and the various Oppie jorls 
, and shows videos occasionally. We 
have also just got M-Net in the Oppie 
common room." 

"There are various garden and 
household tools available for students 
to use, and a lost mail service. Our 
secretary also helps students find digs 
throughout the year, and house sitters 

' during the holidays and Festival." 

Students in Coma 
)TUDENTS OF the Rhodes Phar­
nacy Department recently embarked 
>n a campaign to rid Grahamstown 
1ouseholds of the harmful, old and 
mused medcines which tend to accu­
nulate in the home. 

About 70 pharmacy students went 
ioor-to-door to collect old medicines 
iS part of the Pharmacists Against 
Drug Abuse (P ADA) effort to make 
:he public aware of the harm caused 
>y old drugs. 

Medicines can cause exfoliation 
md ulcers if used after the expiry date, 
md are very harmful to children who 
may mistake them for sweets, accord­
ing to Jacky Pilzer who helped or­
~anise the campaign. 

Pilzer said antibiotics flushed 
iown the toilet can cause bacteria in 
the sewers to develop immunity to 
various drugs. If these bacteria enter 
lhe body, antibiotics will be unable to 
combat disease. 

Len Paton, supervisor of the drive­
called COMA - says even eyedrops 
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· used one month after their purchase 
can cause eye infections, if they have 
lost their sterility. 

Collected drugs will be incinerated 
or, in the case ofvitamins, recycled by 
the Pharmacy Department. 

Pilzer said Grahamstown residents 
were generally very co-operative, as 
they had been made aware of the 
scheme through the Grocotts Mail 
coverage. A few people were suspi­
cious though, and someone apparent­
ly managed to hiss "I don't do drugs!" 
before slamming the door. Others 
said they'd rather destroy the me­
dicines themselves. 

Having purged Grahamstown of 
all harmful substances, P ADA hopes 
to continue drawing attention to the 
misuse use of drugs through lectures 
and seminars delivered to various high 
schools. The COMA campaign will 
be repeated in a few years time, once 
~cine cabinets liave filled up once 
more with forgotten prescriptions. 

The Oppie Board also produces an 
Oppie newslet te.r , and organises 
Oppie sports. 

One of th"e most important func­
tions of the board seems to be sorting 
out problems between Oppies and 
complaining landowners. 

The three academics, who are re­
quired by University legislature to be 
on the board, are particularly useful in 
this regard. They also deal with finan­
cial and . disciplinary matters. This 
year the academics on the Board are 
Rob Midgely (President), Prof Bill 
Davies (Vice-president) and Goonie 
Marsh (Vice-president). 

Another problem is that according 
to some members of the board aca­
demics tend to dominate discussion 
because they have the confidence to 
assert their positions more strong-

ly.One member of the bo~rd who 
wished to remain annonymous,felt 
that decision making processes were 
"not always very democratic". For 
example, recently the woman~J:E­
ployed by the Board to look after the 
common room requested an extra 
R2,50 a week to cover transport costs, 
but was refused, because "aGademics 
4id their bit and everybody else kept 
quiet because they felt unconfident to 
disagree". 

On next years Oppie Board are 
Nina Shand (Chairperson), Kate 
Shand (Media), Clair Goffe-wood 
(Media), Kathy Berger (Media), An­
thony Collins (Entertainment), Carl 
Johnson (Accomodation), Hugh Cal­
lahan (Sport) and Ralph Ca­
swell(Craft Markets)Emma 
Durden(Secretary). 

Pharmacy Rupture 
THE RHODES University Pharmacy 
Association(RUPSA) has announced 
that it wishes to strive "for the attain­
ment of a non-racial, non-sexist, 
people-,centred Health Care System 
and for the attainment of the highest 
possible level of health-care". 

This clause has been in the 
RUPSA constitution since 1982, but 
the RUPSA chairperson, Benjy 
Kemp, said they wished to make their 
principles known so they could "incor­
porate more black students." 

Kemp said that RUPSA had lost a 
substantial amount of members to 
APPS, the Association of Progressive 
Pharmacy Students, an alternative 
pharmacy organization formed in 
1987. 

APPS left RUPSA as a result of a 
clause in the SAPSA(South African 
Pharmacy Association) cmrstitution 
which said its organizations had to be 
non-political. 

However, RUPSA has been trying 
along With WUPSA(Wits University 
Pharmacy Students Associatuin) to 
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Pharmacy Students Associatuin) to 
get the clause rescinded. Kemp said 
their efforts had been unsuccessful so 
far because of opposition from com­
servative campus members. 

Paresh Natha, a spokesperson for 
APPS, said RUPSA had changed sig­
nificantly since 1987 and the time had 
come for the two organizations to 
work together. He added that it was 
necessary for workshops on political 
training to be held for both organiza­
tions as R UPSA had not "located itself 
within a South African context" and 
seemed to lack a concrete under­
standing of ·the principles of non­
racialism, non-sexism and democracy. 

Kemp said he was disappointed 
that RUPSA was not representative of 
all pharmacy students and could not 
always address the needs of black 
pharmacy students. He added that 
R UPSA were willing to talk with 
APPS, although he saw their "ideo­
logies and objectives" as being too dif­
ferent for the two to become one 
organization. 

Nusas pres. in 
Grahamstown 
NUSAS NATIONAL Congress will ! 
held at Rhodes during December - tl 
first time it has been held here sin1 
Steve Biko and Barney Pityan2 le1 
the walk-out of black students fro 
NUSAS - to form SASO - in the Iw 
1960's. 

Currently visiting Rhodes in pre] 
aration for the Congress is NUSA 
presid~nt,-Lindsay Falkov. 

Falkov -a law student - is based 
the head-office at Wits. Head offic( 
role is to "co-ordinate student Sf 

vices, activities and the cross-flow 
information and sharing of expe: 
ence", Falkov says. "We also aim 
help maintain NUSAS' proud tra< 
tion of anti-apartheid work", he co 
tinues. · 

One of Falkov's jobs is to help c 
ordinate SRC societies and su 
groupings. He also has links with 
wide range of community organis 
tions - in his capacity as president -
ensure a broader political awarene 
of events in -south Africa is mai 
tained. 

The Congress, which is being he 
from December 4 to 7, is an anm 
event where all NUSAS activities aJ 

policies over the previous years a 
assessed, including affiliation to t 
UDF and support for the Freedc 
Charter. All policy is rescind' 
with the exception of the entrench' 
clause of the UN Declaration 
Human Rights. 

Fresh policy is adopted on t 
Congress floor by the National St 
dents Assembley on the basis of m 
tions and reports from vario 
committee discussions. These co1 
mittees - or student commissions - i 
vestigate all areas ofNUSAS work a1 
report back to the National Studer 
Assembly. 

The SRC of each affiliated camp 
has nine votes. The President also b 
voting rights. 

Falkov emphasised how significa 
it was that the Congress should be 
Rhodes this year because Rhodes 01 

. re-affiliated to NUSAS two years a. 
and this is indicative of the wider su 
port NUSAS now has on campus. 

All students are welcome to atte1 
the NUSAS Con ess. 



-----------------------------------------------NEVVS------
rhodes leadership 

>etained 
VO MEMBERS of the Rhodes com­
llnity, 'KK; Papiyane and Elijah 
:entile, have been detained since 
rly September. 
Rhodes worker Mr Elijah Ntentile, 

10 was detained at the end of last 
rm, is now being held in Kroonstad. 
Mr Ntentile was detained for nine 

Dnths in 1985. He was then General­
cretary of Rhodes University Black 
orkers Association (Rubwa). 
Ntentile attended Nialuza Higli 

:hool in Grahamstown before he 
:gan work at Rhodes in 1984 as a 
)reman. 

He is now chairperson of the local 
)Satu branch and is involved in com­
unity based activities in Graham­
Dwn. 

KKPapiyane, an LLB student and 
rmer chair of the restricted Black 
udents Movement (BSM), is being 
:ld in Durban. 

Papiyane comes from Soweto 
~ere be was involved in the Congress 
'South African Students (Cos as) and 
.e Soweto Youth Congress (Sayco). 

He began a BA degree at Fort 
are University but was expelled in 
185 as a result of his active involve­
ent in student politics. 

Papiyane then came to Rhodes 
niversity where he continued his de­
·ee and joined the BSM. 

In 1987 he was elected president o 
SM and at the end of that year he was 
~tained and held in solitary confine­
tent for a year. Hv had to complete 
is entire third year while in detention. 

When he was released, Papiyane 
nmediately rejoined organisation 
nd registered for an LLB. According 
>a friend the reason for his re-deten­
on was because, "KK was not cruslied 
y all that time in solitary. Most 
eople would have cracked but he 
idn't. Instead when he was released 
e threw himself back intp organisa-

Rhodeo asked a BSCC spokesper­
Dn to comment on these detentions. 

,;It is clear these detentions are part 
f a broader pattern. The number o 
1eople in detention has risen dramati­
ally in the past few months, but has 
tot reached the dramatic pre-hunger 
trike proportions. 

"Only key leadership is being de­
ained. In this way the state hopes to 
mdermine lonp,-term resistence, 
>ased on strong organisation, while in 
he short term allowing marches to go 
thead - which will vastly enhance its 
mage overseas. 

"Another strategy that the state is 
tdopting. in terms of detainees is to 
nove them far away from their homes. 
>apiyane has been moved to Durban 
tnd Ntentile to Kr,oonstad in the 
:ape. , 

"This is intended to stop any soli­
larity action developing amongst de­
ainees such as the hunger strike 
:arlier this year. It also removes detai­
tees from any form· of support that 
hey might have received from friends 

II 

StudentS, Workers and Academics 
march in Unity against Apartheid 

IN WHAT was probably the biggest 
march ever in the history of Graham­
stown, about 2 500 members of the 
Rhodes community including mem­
bers of the broader town community 
marched to the police station to de­
mand among other things the release 
of the detention of Chule Papiyana, a 
law student, and Elijah Ntentile, a 
worker from the university . 

. The march was also a protest 
against apartheid laws and election 
night deaths in the Western Cape. It 
was the first of its kind in Grallam­
stown since the imposition of the state 
of emergency. 

The march proceded peacefully 
down High Street, turned left at ,the 
Cathedral and . continued up · New 
Street to the police station where a 
delegation presented the police with a 
statement. 

The statement condemned apart­
heid laws, racism, police brutality, the 
State of Emergency, and the detention 
of the Rhodes student and worker. 

Students protest against admin's lack of participation in the march with balloons 

Among the demands made in the 
statement to the police was the unban­
ning of all banned organisations, in 
particular the African National Con" 
gress. 

Members of the delegation were 
given flowers by the police, which they 
carried to the Rhodes chapel where a 
service was held to mourn the election 
night deaths in Cape Town, and the 
assassination of Namibian lawyer and 
first white SWAPO me:q1ber, Anton 
Lubowski. 

NUSAS-SRC President Rod 
Dixon .said: ":I:h-is - action giving 
flowers} was seen as a media attraction 
to win credibility for the police." 

The flowers were later laid to rest 
on an ANC flag which was spread 
across the lawns outside the chapel. 

At the service a speaker con­
demned the National Party's Five 
Year Plan. He said: "We cannot wait 
for five years of killing, detentions, ha­
rassment and hangings. The time is 

now for us to take power, transferring 
it from tlie minority to the non-racial 
majority." 

The entire march was monitored 
by the Security Branch with a mobile 
video unit. 

Commenting on the march, a spo­
kesperson from the Black Students' 

Co-ordinating Committee (BSCC), 
said: " The march did contribute in a 
meaningful way towar9s the building 
of u~ty on campus. A pleasing aspect 
was that a considerable number of 
white-students took-part in'the march.· 
Normally such m~ches are charac­
terised only by the participation of 
black students. This contributes to the 
building of true non-racialism on our 
campus. 

"We are not scared to admit that 
there is polarisation between black 
and white students on campus, this is 
an unhealthy situation that needs to be 

' adressed as a matter of priodty. We 

need to build unity between students, 
that is one of the challenges facing us 
in the university," he said. 

The Rhodes administration was 
also invited by students to participate 
in the march to prove its opposition to 
apartheid. 

The admin stated that they "sup­
ported the sentiments of legal protest 
which takes the form of a negotiated 
peaceful procession, and the view that 
each member of the university should 
decide individually if they wish to par­
ticipate." · 

A dmin said it would participate 
only on condition that the march was 
legal. Permission was subsequently 
obtained from the Grahamstown 
magistrate. 

After the march, student leaders 
expressed disappointment at the 

· failure of administration officials to 
participate although conditions laid 
down by the magistrate forthe march 
had' been met. 

What was all the Euss About? 
. ' 

WITH THE march through the streets 
of Grahamstown a thing of the past, 
one question remains. What was the 
aim of the march, in the wake of simi­
lar ones taking place around the 
country? 

Rhodeo 'interviewed one of the or­
ganisers who holds, a leadership posi­
tion in the Black Students 
Co-ordinating Committee to fmd out 
exactly what the march was about. 

Rhodeo - What was the aim and 
purpose of the march? 

BSCC -The march that was under­
taken must not be seen in isolation of 
the overall Defiance Campaign which 
was initiated by the Mass Democratic 
Movement. The march is but one as­
pect in the Defiance Campaign along 
with the defiance of apartheid legisla-

tion. 
Our protest marches are often 

equated with those of the 60's in 
America. This is false. We must re­
alise that in South Africa we are en­
gaged in a liberation struggle, and the 
defiance campaign occurs within this 
context. 

The civil rights campaign in , 
America was fighting for something 
completely different, they were fight­
ing for their constitutional rights to be 
respected. 

In South Africa the majority of 
people have been deprived of their 
rights completely. They are excluded 
from every level of decision making, 
given second best education and paid 
very low wages. We have a situation of 
constitutional racism. 

Our aim then is to destroy all forms 
of racial oppression and exploitation, 
and in that process build a new society. 
In the process of destroying the old, 
we build the new. A transference of 
power from a racist minority to the 
non-racial majority. 

The aim of the defiance campaign 
is to expose De Klerk who is trying to 
sell himself as an ardent opponent of 
apartheid. 

Through the Defiance campaign 
we can show that apartheid is alive and 
kicking. Also it means that we must be 
strong enough to challenge apartheid. 

This relates to the rebuilding of 
anti-apartheid organisations many of 
which were paralysed by the State of 
Emergency. We must mobilise as 
many people as possible in the fight. 

recent ·· ma11ch ·· tl·a·J rotJU~ll:"t<lWltl:o to · ·· tfi:e 
.police station? 

BSC 1 student: 'Twas ·very pleased 
that so marlY'people .partiClpa ea ,•ana 
that it went throvgh .so peacefully, It 
felt as if. the -..:narchers. b.ecame a .uni~ 

•lied-body." 
BCo:l!mlo student! 11lt .·'is .. 

moi~.k:eJr.y • ~d a . 

also sh()Ws >thraf~Flarli!:e ·.Jna1ti'fity· 
whites are _against apartllle1d. 

B Comm student: "I think th~ 
march fulfilled its aitn of making - ~ 
statement. It was the best thing to de 
as it shows that people are eager tc 
support each otherandthey are •con· 

·. cerned enough· to take -the time anP 
effort for a good cause.'' 

Rhodeo • '"'"' . .,,,...., . ..., 

tiOUS n.i•A · .~bo'.O. "' 

sinceritY. As: 't(>:t.::tue: ·o: 
think it is one 
people to xu~CK.c · a :;ul.t 
does not i"ntede,reWil:hlle(ll:ur<~ 
involves a major:i~y o.fpegpl¢~'' 

~ettingtothebottomofapileofdirty laundry -the Rhodes laundry system 
rHE IMPOSITION of severe water 
·estrictions in Grahamstown ·has re­
mlted in dissatisfied students 'Once 
tgain raising the issue of the cost of the 
~bodes laundry system. 

According to Nina Shand, the 
"'omen's councillor for the SRC; all 
>tudents in residence pay as much as 
~ 700 a year to the University laundry. 

Because washing machines have 
>een removed from women's reses, 
>tudents who have no faith in the 
Jniversity's laundry system now have 
o trudge down toW!l with a bundle of 

washing ana pay drycleaners fees in 
addition to the compulsory R 700. 

Shand added that Admin had been 
approached on the matter, but as yet 
women's reses which had all bought 
washing machines, still had to pay the 
full laundry fee. However, it is an 
issue the SRC will take up agai~. 

Rhodeo spoke to the residence of­
fleer, Mr Weldrick, to get to the bot­
tom of the pile of dirty laundry ... 

Mr W cldrick said all students in 
res pay an amenities fee of R280 at the 
beginning of each year, but he was not 

quite sure of exactly what the fee 
covered. "Possibly," he said, "it did 
include a laundry service." 

When asked why women who did 
not use the laundry still had to pay the 
full "amenities" fee, he said "This 
woUld have to be a matter the SRC 
took up with the Student Liason Com­
mittee." 

Women students also complained 
of a further subsidy each student paid 
for the use of their res washing ma­
chines. Another gripe was .that men's 
reses purchased video recorders or 
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M-Net decoders for their reses, but 
women's reses seemed forced to bvy 
washing machines. 

Mr W eldrick added that there was 
no truth in either of these claims. 
"Women's reses," he said, "are not 
forced to buy washing machines. It is 
entireiy up to the House Comm. to 
decidehow to spend their allocated 
house funds." Nor was he aware of any 
subsidy imposed on women students 
for the use of their res washing ma­
chines. 

According to a member of the 

Phelps House Committee, hall funds 
covered the cost of residence 
amenities and their maintenanc,e. 

She added that she had never 
heard of subsidies imposed on stu­
dents in reses with washing machines. 
She said each House Committee de­
cided how to spend their house funds 
at the beginning of the year . Funds 
are allocated according to the size of 
the res and some women's reses can 
therefore afford to buy a video re­
corder or a decoder as well as a wash­
ing machine. 
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~----CAMPUS ROUND-UP------------------~----------~ 

SASNEWS . 

· ··~~-y~~············· 
UCT Rag 

rejects sexism 
CAPE TOWN-Rag Royalty had been 
abolished .at UCf. The new Rag Ex­
ecutive decided in September that, 
since Rag Royalty had no function as 
a portfolio, it was better to do away 
with it. 

"Rag Royalty was started in the 
early '70's, but the role and image of 
women had changed drastically since 
then," the committee said, and the 
aura surrounding the portfolio had 
become outdated. Women on Rag 
Rpyalty were originally supposed to 
function as public relations officers for 
Rag, but "became instead an almost 
farcical portrayal of the sexist image of 
women in society. The vital role these 
women play~d in fundraising was 
largely ignored, so much so that it be­
came ridiculous to be called Rag Roy­
alty." 

Rag Royalty had been having 
meetings with the UCT Women's 
Movement to discuss the future of Rag 

i 
Royalty. They stressed, however, that 
they came to the decision on their own 
and were not pressured by outside 
sources. 

SASNEWS 

Mysterious 

Car Bombing . 
WITS - SRC PRESIDENT Anton 
Roskam awoke in the early hours of 
Sunday September 17 to fmd that his 
car had been set ablaze. He was 
alerted by the caretaker of the block of 
flats in which he stays at about 3am -
less than an hour before Anglican 
priest Crispin Harrison's car was pe­
trol bombed in Turffontein. 

Both yehicles were completely 
gutted by the flres, but no-one was 
injured in the attacks. 

Roskam spoke out against the inci­
dents, saying they could not be seen in 
isolation from other attacks on student 
and community leaders, as well as the 
detention and restriction of students 
and lecturers. 

He added that he refused to be 
intimidated by proponents of apart­
heid. "The~e kinds of acts do not scare 
us into submission. They only serve to 
strengthan our resolve to work for a 
society where this type of fruitless and 
violent attack is replaced by peace and 
friendship". 

It appears that the roof of Ros­
kam's car was doused with petrol and 
set alight. The frre brigade was called, 
but by the time they arrived the car was 
a write-off. 

Police say the incidents are curren­
tly under investigation. . No arrests 
have been niade.-SASNEWS 

Conflict as SAU plays SAP . 
WITS-Riot police invaded Wits cam­
pus when about 200 students sat on the 
main rugby fleld in order to prevent a 
match between Wits and the South 
African Police. 

Before the sit-in, singing students, 
holding placards, lined the field. 
Some · of the placards read, "Release 
Wits detainees", "We want sportsper­
sons not murderers" and "Troops off 
campus". 

John Lane, chair of Wits All Sports 
Council's rugby club, approached the 
demonstrating students and told them 
that their grievances had-been noted. 
He also asked students not to disrupt 
the match, because Wits only needed 
"one point to get into the semi-fmals". 

Students ignored this and moved 
onto the field before the main match 
began. They then sat in the middle of 
the fleld, but were approached by ag­
gressive spectators, who tried to pick 
people up and push them off the pitch. 

When the teams ran onto the fleld 
the Wits playersran through the dem­
onstrators kicking-out at them and 
tearing their placards. 

About 30 riot cops with batons and 

dogs then ran onto the field and 
chased off most of the students. The 
handful of demonstrators that re­
mained on the field tussled with 
players and spectators. A number of 
students were punched and their 
clothes were torn. 

The students who had vacated the 
field, enraged by the actions of the 
police, and players, began hurling 
stones, bee.rcans and other objects 
onto the fleld and at the people on the 
field. 

A stone hit a policeman on the 
head.and he had to receive treatment. 
During the fracas a police riot van was 
wrecked, its windowf' were smashed 
and its tyres slashed. It had to towed 
away. 

During the week preceding the 
match Satisco at Wits met with the 
rugby club to state that they had a 
principled objection to games against 
the SAP and SADF. However rugby 
club representatives said that it was 
not possible to cancel the match be­
cause it was crucial to getting into the 
semi-fmal of the Transvaal league. 

SASNEWS 

UPE Poll 11 invalid .. 
UPE-Thereferendumheldrecentlyby campaign effectively as no media 
the UPE SRC to decide whether pol- could be distrbuted which supported 
itical activity was to be permitted at political activity at VPE. 
UPE was declared invalid due to a low · "The posters. advertising the ref-
poll. erendum were put up three days be-

The SRC stipulated that a mini- fore . There was a lack ol swdent 
mum of 50 percent of the student body awareness around the issue." 
had to vote before the poll could be · Meanwhile the Rhodes' Nusas 
accepted. The percentage poll was 41 SRC challenged the UPE SRC to a 
percent. public debate on "The role of ~n SRC 

SASPU spoke to the Concerned on a South African university". 
Students Group (CSG) wl;lo are cam- The UPESRC indicateditsreluct-
paigning for political activity to be ance to engage in a public debate and 
allowed at UPE. Peter Miedema, the suggested that private discussions 
CSG chair raised several objections to wit'l Nusas SRC's would be more 
the referendum: fruitful. 

"Firstly the UPE SRC itself does Nusas considered the UPE SRC's 
not have a 50 percent poll - the latest response· but stated that "talking be-
SR:C elections attracted only a 37 per- hing closed doors" OCC\lrred pre-
:.:ent turnout of students. viously with no positive effect. 

"The CSG was also not allowed to SASNEWS 

Ngoye .SRC members suspended 
KWAZULU - Nineteen students in- allegedly incompetent and .racist His-
eluding six SRC members have been tory lecturers. 
suspended from Ngoye, the University Four SRC members have gone into 
ofZululand, by Rector Professor Nka- hiding because they believe the' 
binde. 'the administration's reasons University Protective Services are 
included that the students had re- looking for them. The Protective Ser-
leased press statements, trespassed in vice have now started carrying rifles as 
the University after hours and entered well as revolvers and have sjambokked 
women's residences without per- a numb~r of students for going into 
mission. . hostels occupied by the opposite sex. 

In terms of the University rules stu­
dents may not call press conferences, 
nor may they enter the hostels of mem- . 
hers of the opposite sex. 

Nhlanhla Buthelezi, who was sus­
pended for being in a women's hostel 
on August 29, has made a sworn state­
ment to lawyers that he was in his room 
that night. 

The suspensions come in the wake 
of the reopening of the university after 
it was closed by the Senate due to a 
student boycott protesting against two 

According to an SRC member, 
there is an extremely high level of re- · 
pression on the campus. "The Protec­
tive Services have been turned into the 
security police, they've been using 
SAP tactics." He said the climate was 
"not conducive to study." 

The suspended students are chal­
lenging their suspension orders in the 
Supreme Court. However, in terms of 
the univerity's rules the rector is em~ 
powered to suspend students if he 
feels he has good reason to do so.-

SASNEWS 

Pam Sykes, SRC Vice-president, models the T-shirt 

which ·Jono Gunthorpe was detained for wearing 

Dangerous T -shirts 
DURBAN-SRC Vice~President Jono 
Gunthorp was arrested two weeks ago 
wearing a "Release Mandela" T -shirt. 

Gunthorpe was arrested under 
Emergency Regulations and charged 
under Section 59 of the Internal Se­
curity Act for "incitement to commit 
an offence with certain objects". The 
shirt was confiscated and Security 

Branch searched Gunthorp's h01 
before releasing him. 

The Internal Security Act pro 
bits protest against any law or the sr 
port of"any campaign .for the repeal 
modification of any law". A 
proached for comment, Secur il 
Branch said they were "investigating 
complaint" 

SASNEWS 

Durban .. Peace Meeting .. 
banned 

DURBAN-Students, staff, parents and 
convocation at the University of Our-

. ban-Westville have called for the res­
ignation of the Rectorate, following 
incidents involving police action on 
the campus on Sepember 4. 

On that day police banned a 
"Peace Mee,ting" called by the SRC 
minutes before it was due to begin. 
Students and staff left the hall and 
some students assembled in the quad 
outside. Police charged, arresting 11 
students. ·. 

After these initial arrests a stu­
dents staged a sit-in in the quad and 
then moved to the ·Administration 
building, where they demanded to be 
addressed by the Rector, Prof Jaap 
Greyling. 

Students were angry that none of 
the three members of the Rectorate 
had been present in the quad to inter­
vene to resolve a potentially volatile 
situation. A delegation met with one of 
the three, Prof Michael Smout, but 
Prof Grey ling did not appear. 

The Combined Staff Assocai1 
(COMSA) and the SRC were left 
negotiate with five security persoru 
in riot gear and, having persuad 
them to leave, then had to deal w 
about 200 armed police, who seem 
ready to use force to remove the s 
dents from the building. Police agre 
to give students flve minutes to lea 
and Staff ensured that studentS WI 

given a safe passage out of the bui 
ing. 

COMSA, SRC, the newly fonr 
Parents and Community Delegati 
and the Convocation' expressed tb 
"total lack of confidence in the rect 
ate" on the following Thursday . • 
mos~ 500 people voted in favour o 
resolution calling for the immedi 
resignation of the rectorate, with o 
two votes against and no abstentiol 

COMSA Secretary, Amand Sin 
said he did not expect a response fr· 
the rectorate or that they would he 
the call. 

SASNEWS 

~~violence agai·nst women dehumanises all people:~ 
CAPE TOWN-Numerous people have 
testified that male violence is regularly 
perpetrated against women in 
residences at ucr. 

At a meeting held on campus en-
. titled "Violence against women" one 
person recounted a recent incident in 
which a woman was viciously attacked 
outside the bar of a residence. 

While the man repeatedly pun­
ched his victim, 12 people came out to 
look and returned without helping the 
woman. 
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This was not an isolated incident. 
A resident in another res said that he 
had heard a womam screaming and on 
investigation found a man coercing a 
woman to sleep with him. 

Another resident stated that ·he 
was able to list 10 cases of attempted 
rape in his .residence alone. 

An anonymous pamphl~t was cir­
-clllated on campus in which four men 

were accused of rape and other sexual . 
assaults. The university has refused to 

disclose details of the all.eged offences 
but the acting Vice-chancellor ,Pro­
fessor JVO Reid said the students 
"must by presumed innocent" until a 
iisciplinary hearing has been held. 

Mamphele Ramphele, author of 
Uprooting Poverty said at the meeting 
that violence against women was a 
human rights issue as the use of force 
dehumanises all peop!e. She also said 
that men and women should work 
together to combat this. 
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Women residents asserted that the 
University was not addressing the 
problem and that often action was not 
taken by the univers.ity against the ag­
gressors . 

Women were-also afraid to report 
the incidents for fear of further at­
tacks. Campus Control was critisized 
about their attitude towards victims of 
sexual harassment. Members of Cam­
pus Control asked questions about the 
race of the people involved in the at-

tack and whether they were drunk 
having a relationship with their 
tacker. 

They were reluctant to investig 
cases in which the attacker was dn 
or a boyfriend of the victim. 

Mr Grierson of Campus Contol 
sponded that attacks are normally c 
ried out by someone the victim knc 
and that Campus Control was limi1 
in their power to take action agai 
these attackers. SASNEWS 



~~~~~~----------~----------------NEvvs~~~~ 

From the struggles of the past, a vision of ·.the future 

The Freedom Cha~!er 
Historians will one day look at the 1980's as ·a period of signifi­

cant mass mobilisation and organisation against apartheid. They 
will trace the roots of this resistance to political traditions started 
in the 1950's. One common thread between the periods is the 
guiding document of the mass - based democratic movement- the 
Freedom Charter. · 

Rhodeo spoke to Ntogake Charlemagne and Gcwizi Koya: two 
men who were in the resistance of the fifties and were among the 
''Volunteers" who collected demands from thousands of South Afri­
cans - demands which were enshrined in the Freedom Charter. 

Both Charlemagne and Koya were on Robben Island with Man­
dela for eight years in the sixties "because. we continued the struggle 
after the ANC was banned." 

Charlemagne spent another eight years on the island from 1977. 
As we sat and spoke in a room in King William's Town, we could 

hear the hooters of minibuses arriving for the defiance march that 
afternoon. 

The two Volunteers were still very much part of the struggle -
advising the young activists around them, sharing a chuckle about 
having to go through "another march" so soon after the one in East 
London, and remembering Donald Card, the former security police­
man who had marched with them in East London that day. 

"Of course, we must forgive him", they said, "The struggle is not 
about hate, but about building a new man". 

Rhodeo: Could you tell us about 
e Defiance Campaign of 1952? 
! Charlemagne: The Defiance 
ampaign started on 26th June 1952. 
t meetings around the country, · 
tey called for volunteers to defy the 
.ws of Apartheid. I was in Uiten­
age at the time - in Volunteer 
·oup29. 

Volunteers went into town after 
OOpm - we had no right to do this 
· that time. Blacks could not be in 
hite areas at this hour without a 

s; so all around the country there 
as a pass law aiiftaase at 9:00pm. 

In the morning, most would have 
appear in court and the magis­

r,te sentenced us to 30 days. At 
r er times people would defy in sta­
i>ns or in restaurants and so on. 
ey were often jailed for three 

onths. 
There was a fme of R1,50, but 

:ople refused to pay. People were 
~ated badly in jail so the organisa­
m (African National Congress) col­
cted money to free us from the 
.rsh treatment. 

People defied until 2 October 
52. . 
The government thought people 

:re going to enter the towns to "get 
lites". The organisers heard they 
:re to take a hard decision against 

people entering towns. If we came 
in groups of more than ten they were 
going to shoot. So the defiance was 
called off. 

Rhodeo: Why did you become a 
Volunteer? 

Charlemagne: In 1949 the ANC 
had a national conference in Bloem­
fontein. They passed a resolution to 
adopt a programme of action to end 
apartheid. 

Delegates came home and asked 
all: do you agree with what the con­
erence saioa6out struggling to have 
equal rights? Leaders would be out­
spoken at rallies about what must be 
done and what kind of person would 
be needed to make the programe of 
action successful. 

I went to our branch secretary 
(of the AN C) and said "I want to be 
a Volunteer". When we were going 
to defy , they ~alled a meeting and 

·asked for volunteers to defy, We 
had to fill in a form. 8500 people vol­
unteered to defy 

The general president of the Vol­
unteers was Rolihlahla Nelson Man­
dela. 

Koya: The defiance was succes­
ful because people understood their 
oppression. When the British ruled, 
people were confused about their 

llldren cut cake during a non-racial picnic organised by 
e Grahamstown Democratic Action Committee(Gradac) 
!Part of their open city campaign. 

,•[\ 
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The charter addresses the problems facing the youth of the SO's, just as it did for their 
parents and grandparents decades earlier. 
strategy, but after 1948, the Afrika- committee would gather all the local 
ners oppressed ALL. demands. They would go from there 

When they banned the Commun- to the provincial president and then 
ist Party in 1950, the governm.ent to the national committee who were 
said the law was not just for them, to prepare the draft of the Freedom 
but all opposition organisations Charter. 
would be treated in a similar way. The important thing is that we 
And on May Day 1950, police killed were not just aiming to get many de-
people at meetings. mands, but to involve people and to 

_ _.._ ..... ~---·-educate and politicise them. 

Rhodeo: So the volunteers who 
collected demands for the Freedom 
Charter - were these the same 
people? · 

Yes, but 
there were 50 000 Volunteers for 
that. Volunters had to go door-to­
door and ask everyone how they 
want conditions to be. We did this 
for about six months. 

I must add there were ·quite a few 
thousand ladies who were Volun­
teers too - not just men. 

Rhodeo: What were th~ de­
mands people wanted to see realised 
in the future? 

Charlemagne: Most people de-
manded land and equal rights in all 
areas of life. 

Those who did not completely un­
derstand the situation demanded ex­
planations. If there was confusion, 
we would discuss it in our group (of 
volunteers) and the group leader 
would come and explain things to 
people. 

should a Volunteer have? 
Koya: A Volunteer is not a per­

son who accepts the job for remuner­
ation but on the basis of · 
understanding the situation he is liv­
ing under - his conciousness. 

A Volunteer is a clean, well disci­
plined person who has no part with 
violence. He is entrusted with the 
task of monitoring the situation 
amongst people to avoid bloodshed. 

All people are needed for the 
struggle, and all must be alive to 
enjoy the friuts of freedom. 

You know, people before had the 
idea that this was a fight between 
whites and blacks. They were ex­
cited about having a big mob to 
. chase whites away. This idea was the 
cause of riots when the defiance was 
called off. 

Charlemagne: Volunteers were 
educated by the organiSation that 
the struggle was not so. Even now 

The proposal for the Freedom 
Charter came at a provincial con­
ference in the Eastern Cape in 1954 
and a year later, in Kliptown (near 
Soweto) it was drawn up at the Con­
gress of the People. · 

"The government does not want us to give an inch" 

Rhodeo: How did volunteers go 
about gathering demands? 

· Koya: I speak here as a Volun­
teer-in-Chief. 

Volunteers were given forms, 
They had to hand a form to every 
person they saw. 

First you had to explain oppress­
ion and explain the intention of hav­
ing a new South Africa. Then you 
had to ask: What kind of South Afri­
ca, or new society, would you love? 

People would write what they 
think, if possible; otherwise the vol­
unteer would and they would sign it 
or put their thumbprint down. 

Demands would be brought to 
the Volunteer-in-Chief who would 
write down how many were collected 
and how close we were to having the 
whole population. (Volunteers also 
had to count how many people were 
in each street.) 

Charlemagne: In Uitenhage, I re­
member only tWo people who re­
fused to register their names for 
demands. 

The Volunteer-in-Chief and a 
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Rhodeo: · Did you go out every 
day and how many demands

1
did you 

have to collect? 
Koya: In my branch,in Karsten 

(PE) each was given 100 forms at a 
time,but there was no set procedure. 

Volunteers usually gathered de­
mands after hours or on the wee­
kend. But you had the forms on you 
so you could do it anytime. 

Charlemagne: At Uitenhage, 
every day after work we would come 
together and decide who would 
work with who. We would take our 
wrifing pads and sometimes be out 
till10 o' clock. The next day we 
would gather again and go out. 

Rhodeo: Were you ever harassed 
by the state? 

Charlemagne: Every branch had 
an annual meeting to elect a new ex­
ecutive. The masses were mostly 
keen'to re-elect current members. 
But then the government officials 
would know of all the branch execu­
tives and who was committed to the 
struggle. 

At a certain day they would in­
vade and raid our offices; read all do­
cuments and harass all who were 
responsible. 

Rhodeo: What specific qualities 

we guide on a march - leadership is 
very important to ensure discipline 
and to explain things. 

Rhodeo: Have any of the de­
mands enshrined in the Charter · 
been realized? 

Charlemagne: The government 
does not want to give an inch of the 
demands. That's why they sent theu 
forces t9 the Congress of the People 
in Kliptown- to crush the demands; 

That's why they have these scien. 
tist - soil topographers - to test the 
soil and see what is suitable for 
whom. 

That's why in '54 they intro­
duced a law to deprive or weaken 
the education of people. 

Koya: The demands in the Free­
dom Charter are always relevant. 

We want education- you can do 
nothing without it. 

We want to be equal at the judi­
ciary. 

We want wide spaces to stay in 
and to build a house where we want. 

We must unite and stand 
together and refer these demands to 
the government. When it becomes 
weak and is defeated, we must imple­
ment the demands in the Charter. 

How?- We will have one man 
one vote, then the Freedom Charter . 
will be put to work. 
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A history ofexploitation 
WE HEAR it often: "Look at the 
rest of Africa - it's a mess! Blacks 
might not have the vote in South Afri­
ca, but they are · better off than any­
where else." With this simple 
reasoning, post-colonial Africa is 
often written off in this country. 

Namibia is about to become part of 
"the rest of Africa". 

A look at Namibian economic 
prospects, and South Africa's hand in 
the "development" of the former man­
dated territory's economy, provides 
some pointers as to why "the rest" is in 
a "mess". 

Most of Namibia's wealth has been 
exported. Almost 9d% of what is pro­
duced is exported - mainly to South 
Africa - and over 80 % of the goods 
consumed are imported - mainly from 
South Africa. This country has been 
able to exploit Namibia's natural re­
I ources, especially fish, beef and 
minerals, for over 60 years. 

It has imposed high tarrifs on im­
ports from other countries and re­
stricted exports. Namibia has been 
developed into a source of unpro­
cessed raw materials for South Afri­
can industry. 

An example of the detrimental ef­
fects of South African control of the 

economy is to be found in the cattle 
industry. 

Tens of thousands of live cattle are 
transpo~ted by rail to South Africa for 
slaughter and processing. This gives 
the SA Meat Board a complete mon­
opoly over Namibia's beef. 

Meanwhile, Namibia's commer­
cial ranchers have to pay for the trans­
port of the cattle and they suffer 
periodic losses when the Meat Board 
curbs the quota for the live cattle im­
ports from Namibia. 

This could all be averted if Nami­
bia were able to develop its own 
slaughtering, processing and cold 
storage industr)' and if it were allowed 
to export to world markets. 

This situation of "dependency" 
mirrors what took place in pre-inde­
pendence coltllal Africa . where most 
economies produced only one or two 
primary raw products for export to 
the colonising country. Almost all 
consumer goods and all capital goods 

. had to be imported. 
This skewed, internally underde­

veloped economy would be inherited 
with independence, maintaining de- ' 
pendence on the west and making it 
difficult to address the social inequal­
ities colonialism produced. 

SWAPO- optimistic despite 
economic legacy 
Sw APO HAS stated it is committed 
to building a society which fosters 
"economic progress and social jus­
tice". This will entail "abolishing ail 
forms of discrimination in the econ­
omy and other fields" by reducing in­
come ineqaliities. 

Although SW APO has no immedi­
ate plans for wholesale nationalisa­
tion, it will not allow the economy to 
remain tailored to the needs of foreign 
(especially South African) capital and 
local private capital. 

SW APO forsees a mixed economy 
with increased state, cooperative, joint 
ventures and peasant involvement in -
and control over- the economy. 

It also wishes to encourage more · 
efficie~t linkages between different 
sectors· of the economy than currently 
exist, so that the developed sectors, 
such as mining, can contribute to the 
growth of others. 

While SW APO has been dis­
playing more optimism about future 
economic prospects, there is no doubt 
it is inheriting a number of problems. 

The economy as a whole has been 
depressed for the last ten years as a 
result of: 

• low mineral prices ( until1986) . 
over-exploitation of once 
. abundant fishing reserves 

e prolonged drought 
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• fmancial mismanagement and 
the wasteful creation of 13 sep­
arate ethnic administrations 

e the.war 
Furthermore, the government 

could find itself inheriting a foreign 
debt approaching R1 billion. This 
was run up by the administration, 
trying to offset a budget deficit during 
1979-85 with foreign loans. 

Under international law on the 
succ~ssion of states, SW APO would 
not be obliged to honour this debt. A 
war of words between Pretoria and 
SW APO is developing over the issue, 
however. 

The dnve to privatise state services 
- especially social services such as 
transport, health, electricity and water 
- is another worry for SW APO. . 

· The effect of privatisation will be 
to put into the hands of private com­
panies - at low asking prices ~ the very 
services aSW APO government would 
need to mobilize to address socio­
economic inequalities. 

The transport services rhave al­
ready been sold off at the giveaway 
price ofR150 million with 492 workers 
losing their jobs in the process. 

The National Union of Namibian 
Workers (NUNW) has embarked on a 

- massive campaign against privatisa­
tion which it says causes unemploy­
ment and forces prices up. 

Information for this article was supplied by the International Labour · Research and 

Information Group (ILRlG), "Profile Namibia" (published by various international Catholic 

charity organis~tions) and various papers .. 

and wl 
suffered 
We .bee 
ph a·. se i.n .. ·~ .. 
It is im. 
reconci>l.t 
andfo,rg! 

It's worse than it should be 
T ~E THREE main sectors of the 
Namibian economy are in a worse 
state than they should be .. 

Minerals: 
NAMIBIA IS Africa's fourth largest 

mineral producer, with mining contri­
buting over a third of the G D P. 
. The South African administration 
has allowed multinational corpora­
tions to control the industry and pay 
relatively low taxes. They were under 
no obligation to process what is mined, 
locally or to train Namibian staff for 
management positions. 

The growth of local industries 
could be stimulated by the mining sec­
tor but very little has been put back 
into the economy. 

SW APO's mineral development 
strategy forces investors to start 
ploughing profits back into the econ­
omy .. SWAPO urges the miningsec-

tor to integrate with the economy in 
order to develop mineral based pro­
cessing industries locally. 

SW APO is committed to redistri­
buting land While no full scale nati­
nalization is planned, state farms, 
co-operatives, pea·sant agric~lture 

and small private commercal farming 
will be encpuraged. 

Agriculture 
OVER 50 percent of Namibia is desert 
with only two percent suitable for cul­
tivation The rest isused by livestock 
farmers. 60 percent of the land lies in 
the hands of five percent of the popu­
lation - whites. 

Peasant agriculture receives vir­
tually no government support . In 
contrast even unviable white owned 
farms receive government subsidies. 
The low wages paid to. farm labourers 
helps make other farms viable. 

SWAPO also intends to mak1 
Namibia self-sufficient in food pro 
duction and end its dependence 01 

South Africa. This would entail redi 
recting some financial resources fron 
the mining sector to the developmen 
of agriculture. 

Fishing 
The sea along the coast ofNamibir 

remains one of the richest in the world 
although overfishing by foreign fleet 
has drastically reduced the stocks o 
fish . By 1980 catches had fallen to on1 
seventh of their 1968 volume. 

Since South Africa's occupation o 
Namibia was illegal, Naniibia caul< 
not prevent foreign fleets from plun 
dering the off-shore waters. 

South Africa has controlled mos 
of the in-shore fishing. Almost all th 
infrastructure to maintain this secto 
is restricted to Walvis Bay and thl 
offshore islands which South Afric: 
wants to hang on to. 

~owl1at are the prospects I()# ~amibla, and Hsp~ople, .or tomorr9lJ'~ 
South Africa's major claim behind its demand that a future Namibian government toe the political line is 

Namibia's dependence on the republic. 
SW APO maintains this is a self-serving claim. The Namibian· economy's dependence is not natural but contrived 

to serve South Africa's own needs, according to Swapo. 
SWAPO believes that although South African companies dominate Namibia's economy, their own fear of 

sanctions will mean they will be less inclined to toe Pretoria's line in future and respect the Namibian government 
There are grounds for optimism. The major sectors of the economy, despite their weaknesses have shown signs 

of recovery since 1986. SW APO also expects an influx of foreign investments and it is reasonable to forsee 
development aid being offered on generous terms. 

Nonetheless, the legacy of colonialism and apartheid will weigh heavily on SWAPO's attempts to improve the 
quality of life through economic restructuring. It will fmd it difficult to disentangle Namibia's destiny from what is 
happening in South Africa itself . 

The words of Swapo stalwart and former Robben Islander, Andimba Toivo Ja Toivo, that "Namibia will never 
be free until South Africa is free" may prove to be prophetic. 

RHODEO October 1989 



Tony: 
"NAMIBIA IS a very beautiful 
country. The people are friendly and 
have no hang-ups. That's what I found 
when I was in civilian clothes visiting 
towns. 

.At the time I wasn't conscious of 
the exact Namibian situation as I was 
raised. in a racist society - but I don't 
regret having served there. 

During my stay South West Africa 
was a South African protectorate and 
I was protecting the citizens of my 
country. Obviously now the situation 
there ismuch different. 

The ridiculous amounts of money 
spent to keep us there really bugged 
me though. I didn't know much about 
politics and I wasn't sure what Swapo 
was for, having half ideas about the 
story. 

I don't think it was right for Swapo 
.to have been forced into exile. Things 
should have been discussed and set­
tied. Now I see that Swapo has more 
right to rule Namibia. That party 
should be in power if elected. 

In retrospect, I gained a lot person­
ally from the army. The propaganda 
also did not affect me as it was in­
tended. You have to ultimately re­
solve things in your own mind. . 

When the SADF was in Angola we 
worked in conjunction with Savimbi's 
Unita. I supported Unita as they were 
defying the government in power. .. 
then again, I wondered how the Ango­
lan government got into power. 

Our involvement there should be 
. seen in the light of Russian officers 

· who co-ordinated Angolan troop 
movements. 

I think it's great that people are to 
forgive and forget. People can now 
start to lead happy lives. 

It is hard to see the advantage of 
the long war now. The majority of 
SADF soldiers who died were black. 

•-~.;;._-.:.......,...~It seems wac wa sthe only-sm1rce of 
income for the army in Namibia. 

Koevoet are really ordinary guys. 
It~s just that they all have their hang­
ups by being practically merciless 
hired killers." 

Feature-----

IF.reedotn I. n thei· rTuii'i~~~r:e::~tsufferingaJJ 
vision. I am happy that Namil 

I
• (! • • finally reaching independence an 

I etlmes solution. 
The contributing factor 

• • • brought South Africa to the neg1 

THREE DECADES of bitter struggle for independence have ir.· 
flicted deep wounds on Namibian society. 

On the verge of historic elections, Rhodeo spoke to two students who have 
experienced Namibia from two very different perspectives. Tony, BJourn I, spent 
six months at Rundu airforce base in July - December 1987 during his military 
service. 

William Hueva, BJourn I, is a 32 year old NaJJnibian who was a teacher in his 
country for 11 years. He also edited a community newspaper. 

ing table was that you will not win 
against the Namibian masses. 

I am sure that in ten years t 
would work themselves out - tha 
South Africa does not use Koevc 
any other destabilising force to b 
a SW APO led government. 

People in Namibia especially i 
north have really suffered. J 
from being killed, maimed or r 
there is also the psychological e 
on the Namibian population to 
tend with. 

A recent survey by a Germa 
stitute predicted that SW APO wi 
70 percent of the vote but this i: 
the start. We will have to work 
harder to uplift ourselves and 
people. The real struggle begins 
People's minds have been coloJ 
after many years of brutal rep res 
It is up to the people of N aJJnibia l1 
a SW APO government to liberat1 
land as well as our thoughts. 

I support the concept of recc 
liation. Even the Koevoet force: 
have to be re-educated and taken 
into society. 

This is what nation building 
about. This historical process b 
30 years ago 'with an armed strug 
now we have to stop the war and l 
unity as times have change,d . 

I'd like to say to the people 
fought in the SADF in Namibia 
they should have realised earlier 

they were fighting for apart 
These ex-soldiers must now r' 
and warn others of what really a 
in the SADF. 

We the Namibian people 
compromised and accepted R( 
tion 435. Even though there are 
unwanted items in the comprc 
package we must win the electi01 
then proceed to liberate ours 
economically and ideologically. 

SwapoflagflyinghighoverWindhoek 
he ultimate price top 

~--------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

ANDREAS GUIBEB left Namibia for external exile in 1977. He returned 12 years later as 
Namibia is on the verge of independence. In those twelve years he obtained a doctorate in in­
ternational negotiations and became SW APO's First Secretary at their French Foreign 
Mission. Upon his return to Namibia, Guibeb was assigned to the Department of Foreign Lia­
son in the SW APO Election Directorate. Rhodeo spoke to Guibeb about SW APO's current 
objectives and the way forward for Namibia. · 

GUIBEB CONTEXTUALISED 
SWAPO's previous strategy: "We 
pursued a three pronged approach. 
SW APO mobilised nationally in 
Namibia - we also mobilised interna­
tionally having established 36 foreign 
missions, 18 of which have ambassa­
dorial sta l us and we pursued the 
armed sJ.ntggle. 

O lJ. :he reasons for the implemen­
tation of Resolution 435, Guibeb said: 
"This was a result of international 
changes - the thaw in East-West rela­
tions "and the amenability of negotia­
tions to the international community. 

"The regional factors include the 
defeat of the SADF in Angola ':Vhilst 
the national causes were the realisa­
tion by the South African government , 
of the inevitablity of a SW APO led 
government." 

It was this "cocktail of reasons" that 
forced South Africa to accept Resolu­
tion 435. 

Swapo had set up its election direc­
torate in Windhoek having bought the , 
tallest building in Namibia from Me­
tropolitan Insurance for its headquar­
ters. 

Guibeb said: II It is fantastic to see 
the Namibian flag flying high over 
Namibia." 

The country has been divided into 
25 regional centes with some 12 000 
fieldworkers already deployed. 

Guibeb noted the irregularities in 
the voter registr a tion process: 

"People's names are deliberately mis­
. spelt to disqualify them from voting, 
There are insufficient registration fa­
cilities especially in the north where 50 
percent of the population - mostly 
SW APO supporters live. The mobile 
registration units purposely fail to ar­
rive and Koevoet has been conducting 
mock elections to deceive people." 
Guibeb urged UNT AG to take a more 

Guibeb viewed the repatriation of active role in monitoring the situation. 
almost 45 000 exiles , the return of Guibeb spoke out on the SW APO 
~W APO leader~hip and the registra- detainees issue: "It is standard prac­
tiOn of voters as Important short-term---tice in any country to gather intel­
goals - some of which have .already ligence. South Africa has claimed it 
been achieved. . has informants in SW APO. Those in-

formants did a good job when Cassin­
ga in Angola was bombed by the 
SADF, killing almost 600 refugees. 

The detentions occurred in the 
context of war. We detained people 
purely for the sake of safety. The dif­
ference between people detained by 
SWAPO ·and those detained by the 
SADF is that the SWAPO detainees 
will live to see a free and independent 
Namibia. 

Guibeb made an appeal: " The 
people of Namibia both black and 
white have suffered enough. We begin 
a new phase in our history. It is im­
portant to reconcile - to forgive and 
forget." 

After his mother ~as raped by a 
Koevoet member Guibeb felt that it 
might be difficult to forget but that 
everybody should be disciplined 
enough to forgive. 

SWAPO is targetting a two-thi~ds 
majority in the elections in order to 
prevent a political impasse and to be 
able to embark on a sincere pro­
gramme of nation building. 
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Anto~ Lubowski at an End Conscription Campaign 
meetmg . 
~DREAS GUIBEB from SW APO's Department of Fore 
L1ason recently paid tribute to his fellow fallen comrade Ar 
Lubowski. 

He spoke of Lubowski who was SW APO's first white member as bei 
threat to the prevalent racist ideology. - .· . 

?,uibe)J sai~: ':It is easy to shout loudly when you have people suppo 
Y?~· Lubows~1 dtd not have any support at one stage - he was ostracised 
nd1culed by hts community and mistrusted by SW APO. 

It was his dedication and committment which won him the admiration 
respect of an oppressed and struggling people. 

11

~o~rade Lubowski paid a huge price for his undying belief in the : 
col?malist struggle - he sacrificed his family and then fmally his life " 
Gmbeb. ' 

Gu~beb added that Lubowski's murder as well as the intimidatio1 

potential vote~s in Namibia made him wonder whether the "South Afr 
govern~ent Wlth this olive branch in its mouth was any more credible th 
vegetanan crocodile". . · . 
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Exams are a form 
of control 
he issue on most students minds at the moment is undoubtedly exams. Some 
re beginning to wake up to the idea that coming to varsity means you actuall) 
ave to work. Whilst others are unlikely to write their exams after spending too 
tany late nights at the Vic and not handing in their essays and prac write-ups on 
me. 

A crucial issue raised during exam-times is the lack of student involvement in· 
ecision-making around whether the DP system should be retained. This high­
ghts the fact that our university lacks effective democratic control and partici­
ation from all sectors of the university. This is an issue which all unrepresented 
~ctions of the university community need to take up. Representation involves 
taking the student voice heard in the highest decision making body on campus -
~nate. Through this we can bring effective change by challenging all undemo­
·atic aspects of the unversity and thus have a greater say in our course content 
md around issues of broader concern such as detention without trial. 

On the question of exams themselves, students need to be challenging the 
miversity administration as to whether these are the best way to test people's 
1derstandingand comprehension. The examination system serves to reproduce 
1me of the basic tenants of our society such as individualism and passive 
:ceptance of values and "knowledge" transmitted to us. Emphasis is placed on 
dividual achievement as opposed to group effort through which we learn but 
so develop further as human beings. After all, that IS supposed to be one of the 
nctions of a university. Universities are supposed to be an intellectual homes 
1ere people challenge traditional ideas and actions and consider ways to 
1prove these. The exam system is one· way of challenging this myopic view of 
ings. 

Apartheid is dying 
With exams creeping nearer, and the year drawing to a c_Iose, his~oric even~s 
our country are taking place at incredible speed. There 1s an ant1-aparthe1d 

1rch almost every second day somewhere in the county • more and more people 
e voicing their oppostion to apartheid. T~e re~ent refusal by 771 men across 
e country to serve in the SADF must seen m th1s cont~xt. . . 

One thing the Defiance campaign certainly has done IS to umfy South Africans 
apartheid. from church leaders right through to ~orkers. Here on camp.us 

have seen the unprecendeted unity shown by students m the march to the pohce 
on despite the failure of admin to take part in the pea.ceful protest. . 

The Defiance Campaign has shown to the international commumty that 
is alive and well • and rejected - in South Africa, despite De Klerk's 

to convince them otherwise. 
So with the exams looming on the horizon and our country on the ver~e .or an 
to apartheid Rhodeo wishes its readers good luck in the exams. Th1s 1s the 
issue of Rhodeo for the year and we hope to see you all again next year ready 

yet another year of the Vic and student unity in action! 
Good luck in the exams and enjoy your vacs. 

The Workshop 

0 

0 

for all kinds of grfts 
hand sewn leather 
arts and crafts 

homemade eats 

See you there! 
~~~ .. > 

"Christians against 
revoltition" 
Dear Rhodeo, 
A challenge to "Christians Against Revolution" 
Recently, a pamphlet entitled "MDM Violates the 

Church" has been distributed by a person or group mas- · 
querading under the name "Christians Against Revolution" . . 

This smear-pamphlet implies that the Divinity Faculty 
Council is involved in action that "must have turned God's 
stomach". As is customary with this type of publication, 
"Christians Against Revolution" have not given a contact 
address; the Faculty Council is therefore unable to respond 
to the accusations made. 

We, the Divinity Faculty Council, Rhodes University, 
therefore challenge "Christians Against Revolution" to a 
public debate, during which both parties will be given the 
opportunity to state their views and respond to the other 
group. Failure to respond to the Divinity Faculty Council, 
in writing, by 13 October 1989 will be a clear reflection as 
to the integrity of "Christians Against R evolution". 

"For every one who Cloes evil hates the light, and does 
not come to the light, lest their deeds should be exposed. 
But they who do what is true come to the light, that it may 
be clearly seen that their deeds have been wrought in God". 
(John 3:20-21) 

Yours sincerely, in Christ, 
GRoux 
Chairperson: Divinity Faculty Council 

Union vandalism­

dickless dwarves blamed 

DearRhodeo, 
To the pitiful shitheads who saw fit to trash the plumbing 

system in the men's bogs in the Union, we think you are sons 
of Bavarian whores and bumbashing ferret fuckers. We 
think your behaviour sucks shit through wet noodles. We 
think you wingeihg dickless dwarves, with bad potty train­
ing, should pay each every mother-fucking, cocksucking20c 
on each drink now being levied for the fixing of the dehy­
drated, delapidated, constipated waterpipes. 

Here endeth the lesson. 
The people of Jericho. 
PS: May you dangle-berries never score another try. 

@#$%A&!!***& A **$$%#!! 

SmaiiS .. smalls.smalls .. smalls .. smans 

Wanted: Lift to Joburg after 8 November. Will 
share costs. Phone Linda at 22146. 

Anybody wanting/needing B/W photographs to 
be processed or printed for a reasonable fee 
- contact Jackie at SRC offices or phone 28015 
evenings. 

Forest children 

Dear Rhodeo, 
We are making an appeal to staff and students to con­

tribute towards a fund for homeless children, currently 
living in a forest, who need money to build a shelter. · 

If financial contributions cannot be made, clothes, blan­
kets and furniture would be greatly appreciated. Any sur­
plus money or goods will be distributed to other children in 
a similar position. 

Please take the time and trouble to check your cup­
boards and pockets, and drop any contributions off at the 
Rhodeo office as soon as possible. 

N.Newman 

Yet another one sided, full 
of politics Rhodeo edition 

Dear Rhodeo, 
Welcome to the shooting gallery, Dave Saks. With your 

letter "So be it, you bastards" you haven't only touched a raw 
nerve but have actually set your self up for target practice. 
Oh yes, you can bet your last penny that mariy students will 
take a shot at you. After all, sex and politics are pretty 
controversial stuff. I should know. So let me take off my 
hat to you for having the guts to say what you believe in, 
actually writing your own name down and putting your head 
on the block. 

You pointed out that I was "unhappy" because of the 
abusive letters in reply to my pregnancy topic. Hell no. I'm 

· still here and my own calm self. It would take a helluva lot 
more than the snot-brain attitude of the likes of Sherry 
(BAlli) and Bitch's (who no doubt are one or two ladies 
from Rhodeo's editorial board) to knock me off my reclin­
ing chair. , 

Spe-aking of which, Dave, weren't you once frlm critic 
for Rhodeo? I'm a film fundi too and always read your 
reviews. What happened? Were you kicked in the chops 
and hauled across the coals or what? 

Nevertheless, please do me and many others a favour -
don't write about politics! There is so much in Rhodeo 
(and so one-sided) that it makes me want to puke. We need 
more arts, sport, campus and l<;>cal news. I hare politics! 

Colin Brian Jantjies 

And now for.somethng completely boring ... 
the creditorial 

Vanessa Banlsky (editor) 
Joe Mothib :editor) 
Janet Howst- . 
Linda Rulashe 
Bronwen Roberts 
Chris Letcher 
Nicky Conningsby 
Thami Mchunu 
Ibrahim Seedat 
Sobhna Poohna 
Lee-Anne Alfreds 
Jackie Murray 
Noel Ndlovo 
VusiKama 

Sasha Peters 
Stephen 
Thediso Motsisi 
Deli M eyer 
Andrew Dora 
Steyn Speed 
Linda M azibuko 
Oh! Before we forget... 

Special thanks to: 
Richard Maguire 
Kathy Voorveldt (ISER) 
Nina Shand 
Kathy Berger 

Border Collie puppies need a home. Call Andy 
28875 (home), 27429 (work). 

. Alan Finlay 

Clair for the coffee 
SASPU 
Craig Frazer 

Companion wanted for Trivial Pursuit. 
Call Sobhna 22146. 
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Tim Hopwood 
Mkhululi Bolo 
Tracy Perkin 
Belinda Zwicker 

Phil van Z yl 
Our lawyer, John Grogan 
AFRAPIX 
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Wotz on in Grimstown 

THURSDAY 5th OCTOBER 
- Alternative lecture Zoo Major 7:30pm. 
-Rami Bar- Niv, Israeli pianist City Hall 8:15pm 
-·student Photographic Exhibition, art School (until 16th 

October) . 

FRIDAY 6th OCTOBER 
-Catch pub snacks at the Graham Hotel 6:15pm. 
- AL MEGA playing at the Vic. 

SATURDAY 7th OCTOBER 
- Albert pool-side bar open for cocktails Midday to Sun­

down, 
- Horticultural Society hosting a spring flower show Great 

-Rhodes 1 vs Old Grey Great Field Criket. 
- Rhodes 2 vs Manley Flats Prospect Field Cricket. 

SUNDAY 8th OCTOBER 
- SATISCO swimming code practice Poolside 9:30am-

11:00am. 
- Rhodes 1 vs Old Grey Great Field Criket. 

MONDAY 9th OCTOBER 
- Projects Cultural Evening 
-Helen Joseph to speak - The Gramsci Beat to play. 

THURSDAY 19th OCTOBER 
-NATIONAL PRESS DAY. 
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ONE HOUR PHOTO LAB 
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YOUR PHOTOGRAPHIC SPECIA'LISTS 

WE CARRY A FULL RANGE OF: 

* PH OTOGRAPHiC PAPER 

"' CHE \l! CALS AN D ACCESSORIES 

OUR PROCESSING IS TOPS -

OUR SERVICE THE BEST 

r:~ E E DELI VE RY SER\' IC E 

~ 1 Bathu rst s t r.eet 

:~! : 2/503 

DISCOUNT: AIESEC '& RUPSA 

Page 11 



Rhodes drama masters student, Sobhna Poona, recently had 
ill her three entries in the BBC Arts in Africa poetry coJmv,etil 
tion selected for publication. The poems were read over the 
BBC and are now available in an anthology, THE FATE OF 
VULTURES, published by Heinemann International. Sobh­
ila's poems also feature in 1an anthology entitled WOMEN IN 
~OUTH AFRICA, published by Seriti sa Sechaba and is pre­

to launch her new poetry book1 WO~DS1 ON A 

Who's History? 
"IN SOUTH Africa, many people have been silenced and 

most history books speak for the rich and powerful:" says the 
Introduction of a book called "New Nation, New History Vol 
1". 

The book, published by the Wits Universio/'s Hist?ry . 
Workshop and New Nation,and de?ic~ted ~o Its restncted edi­
tor, ZwelakheSisulu, attempts to g~ve a VOICe to those below, 
tO those Ordinary men and WOnien whose Struggles have • II 

shaped the course of our history ~d t~e shap~ of ou~ nation . 
The book covers a variety of histoncal topics - which can 

be described as "Peoples' History". Experiences of ordinary 
people are used to demystify issues neglecte~ by the govern-. 
ment-approved history books. Through readmg about expen­
ences the relevance of history in our daily lives becomes clear. 
~or e~ample,how the Defiance Campaign of t~e 1950's is com-

arable with the present-day Defiance Campaign. . 
The first three sections deal with the Transvaal rural his- . 

ory, Natal history and an Eastern Cape history of non-raci~­
ism. The latter five deal with the struggle for land, the making 
of the ghettos, and of mass politics - from the 1950's up to the 
present. . · 

The most outstanding section of the book IS the focus on 
women's struggle o.ften neglected by most historians. The ; 
theme deals with issues like domestic workers and an autobiO­
graphy of Frances Baard, one of the _women who marched to 
Pretoria in 1955.New Nation New History also takes a rare 
look at the history of black literature, through biographies 
and contributions of well-known black writers. 

The most exciting thing about the book is the simple Eng­
lish which allows basic English learners to read and under­
stand their own history. The simplicity is accompanied by well 
researched pictures within a very small space. Howe~er, the 
brevity and simplicity of the book does not preclude It from 
being as analytic as descriptive. 

Anyone interested in a copy should send a postal order or 
cheque for R7-00 to: New Nation, PO Box 10674, Johannes-
burg, 2000. . 

ew Jazz Society 
A NEW music society known as the Modern Jazz and Fusion 
Appreciation (MJFA) has been formed here on campus. 

According to the spokesperson of the society Mr Muzi 
Kuzwayo the MJFA's objectives are to promote the appreci­
ation of jazz and fusion and to forge links with other fusion 
clubs outside campus. . 

Mr Kuzwayo said that the MJF A has attracted a sizable 
number of mctmbers and the SRC and Registrar had given the 
go-ahead for the society. Although admin--promised to give 
the MJF A more money next year, they are stilllooking for other 
soonsorsh" 
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Indian Dance Academy 
THE SANGEETA Nakara Academy of 
South Africa in association with PACT 
presented a display of traditional and 
authentic Indian dancing at the Monu­
ment Theatre. 

Satyabhama Kolapen and her Apsa­
ras Dance Company are a division of 
the larger Sangeeta Nakata Academy. a 
go up that attracts some of the best tradi­
tional Indian dancers from around the 
country and tours South Africa peri­
odically with traditional dancing and 
dance drama displays. 

They have since also presented 
"Thiruneelkantar"; a dance drama, in 
Port Elizabeth. 

Their advertisement described the 
show as "A super dance spectacular", 
and spectacular it certainly was. It was 
my first experience of traditional Indian 
dances and I was extremely impressed 
by the tremendous skill of the sixteen 
women and the flair of the choreo­
graphy. 

The show consisted of many tradi­
tional dances which have remained 
largely unchanged for the past 2 000 

years. The audience was enticed to fol­
low the dancers through the many tiny 
provinces of India, each with its own 
character and customs. 

The dances showed a suprisingly 
wide range of styles with the music and 
movements from provinces at the foot­
hills of the Himalayas being quite differ­
ent from the almost oriental steps of 
those on the Chinese border. 

Indian dancing is usually charac­
terised by some form of religious cel­
ebration: thanksgiving for the harvest, 
adolescent initiation, marriage or love 
songs to the Gods. 

The movements also symbolise 
stories which, with the help of an an­
nouncer who explained each dance be­
forehand for the uninitiated, were 
relatively easy to follow. 

In this mime-like tradition, the indi­
vidual parts of the dancers bodies were 
tuned to perfection. 

The music, although at times uncom­
fortably loud was also ever-changing al­
though generally centered around the 
traditional pipe of Rama Krishna and 
the soft urgent beating of ankle-bells 

and feet; the effect was a total and m 
merising involvement in the action. 

The dancers' costumes changed f 
every single dance in a show that last 

· 2 hours and although the cost must l 
been enormous, it meant the specta< 
was never less than fascinating. 

. Lighting and the simple bare sta! 
design was also used to hautingly co1 
pliment a display of beautifully conti 

. led dignity, style and grace. · 

Rhodeschoirdrownedout in CT 
BEVERLY BROMMERT, .contributor 
to the Cape Times and ex-Rhodes 
French Professor, reviewed a Rhodes 
Choir recital directed by Christopher 
Cockburn at St. George's Cathedral in 
Cape Town during the holidays. 

One item missing from the reper­
toire of the Rhodes Choir's concert at 
St. George's Cathedral on Monday 
night was the hymn Oh God, our help in 
ages past. If ever there was an occasion 
when these gifted and well-intentioned 
young people needed divine assistance, 
it was this, their first performance be­
fore a Cape Town audience on their 
present tour. 

To start with, there was the fiasco of 
a venue initially forbidden them by the 
police, who were under the impression 
that they were politically suspect. When 

this misapprehension had been cor­
rected they were still unable to perform 
in the Cathedral as a matter of prin­
ciple, which caused the recital to 
become anal fresco affair. And fresco 
it certainly was. 

The Peninsula weather behaved true 
to form, gusting and drizzling on the un­
happy performers, their audience, the 
police and other spectators with an im­
partiality that some might fmd instruc-
tive. ' 
. Perhaps it was the cbnditions under 
which they sang that brought out the 
best in them. No doubt talent and long 
hours of rehearsal also had much to do 
with the quality of their offering to the 
public, but their short performance in 
front of closed doors of the Cathedral 

was truly inspired . . Clarity and harm1 
aside, their was even a wry humour ir 
the songs they chose from a woefully 
duced programme: Yesterday, which 
goes on "all my troubles seemed so fa 
away ... ", and as a particularly heavy 
shower descended on them they laun 
ched into the Czechoslovakian folk st 
Burning Sun . 

Two Italian pieces (La Montagna~ 
and one ofVecchi's Canzonette) con­
Cluded this moving performance whi 
paradoxically, was far more memora~ 
than it possibly have been under mar 
conventional circumstances. Hopefii 
the next concert will be less fraught v 
difficulties for these courageous sing1 

· who showed both integrity and comn 
ment to their audience by performin! 
despite considerable odds. 

Rhodes museum- a p~ep into the time of nuns 
fHE RHODES Museum, unknown to 
most students, contains fascinating mem­
orabilia from the history of the Univer-
sity. , 

The museum, near Salisbury-house, 
is in a chapel, built in 1886 and initially 
used by nuns from the Community of 
the Resurrection of Our Lord. 

The nuns lived in the buildings now 
used by the Art Department and Psycho­
logy Clinic, and used Salisbury House as 
a sanitorium for the ill. 

Rhodes Public Relations Officer, Ri­
chard Buckland, elaborated:"The sanito­
rium was built so nuns too ill to go to 
church could lie in a certain room and, 
by lifting a flap in the wall, be part of the 

and service." 
' >::: 
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He said various exhibitions were in 
the museum at the moment including a 
tribute to Gary Gordon who has just left 
the Rhodes Drama Department to study 
dance .in Britain. Various programmes, 
posters and photographs of his past per­
formances at Rhodes are on display. 

African musical instruments from 
Andrew Tracey's collection are also in 
the museum, including a nearly four 
foot Chikulu Drum from Mozambique. 

An exhibition of the graduation 
gowns of previous Rhodes staff also re­
mains. These gowns are displayed every 
year in April when the official gradua­
tion ceremony takes place. 

The most interesting things in the 

museum are, however, the memorabi 
collected from the university over th( 
years. These include a hand waterp~ 
used by the Chemistry Department u 
1914, and a photograph of troops 
camped on Drostdy Lawns during th 
Anglo-Boer War. 

Richard Buckland said when the 
University became aware that impor 
relics of the d~velopment and histo11 
Rhodes were being thrown away, the 
necessity for a museum was realised. 
has since become home for equipme 
photographs, books and garments wl 
would otherwise have been forgotter 
from various periods in Rhodes' hist 

The museum opens on Fridays fa 
2.30pm - 5pm. 

THESES 
We specialise in the binding. of all 

books be they Theses, Journals, 

Magazines or Restorations'. 

Bookbinding Services 

25 Reed Street 

North End 

. Port Elizabeth 

Tel (041) 544808 



~frican music 
~~S TO move the 45-yeur old Inte1 
1tional Library of African Music 
LAM) to its new premises below 
·ince Alfred House are now at their 
1al stage. And director Andrew Tqt 
y can't wait to keep the beat going o 
the new building which is a far cry 
)ill the tiny one they currently occup 

The new building is more spacious 
:d can now accomodate a recording 
1dio, a lecture room, rehearsal and 
>rkshop rooms for teaching making 
d repairing musical instruments. 
Andrew says he is excited about tht 

w building as it will make it .easier tc 
;seminate knowledge and informatic 
1 African music and culture, an area 
at has been neglected. 
"African music is the most wide­

read and universally practised of all 
:! arts in Africa, yet also the most ne­
~cted", he says. 
In front of the building is a small ar 

Litheatre with circular banks that can 
up to sixty people. The wails will be 

lnted in African style and for one pa 
the wall the design will be from an a 
from the rural areas. The design for 
~ other part will be chosen from en­
:!S for a competition that will b-: run 
campus. 
ILAM, which has been attached to 

1odes University since 1978, is the 
:tinchild of Andrew's father, Hugh, · 
10 established the library way back in 
1odeport, in 1954. The late Hugh 
acey is internationally-renowed for 
; research on African music. 
. The library, which was independent · 
til1978 when it moved to Rhodes, 
md it hard to raise funds from abroad 
many countries were cutting econ-
Lic ties with South Africa in the 70's. 
"It became difficult to fund even an 

lependent project such as ours, so we 
>ked to universities. Universities 
1m as far as Ghana, Canada and Eng-
ld shmvedinterest but we opted to ' 
y here-ur South Afric a;a11CI RhoC!es ~ 
s the place we chose." 
Andrew has hrell working in the li­

try since 1959 \Vhen his father was still 
~director. Between 1962 and 1968 he 
>k a break from his jcb and toured 
:h a musical entitled "Wait a Minim", 
.ich toured South Af:ica, England 
d Canada. 
Upon his return b~ continued his 

1rk in fielcl .research and editing 
AM's annual publication, African 
usic Journal. In 1974 he took over 
)ill his father as director as he was not 
~11 enough to run the library. He later 
ed in 1977. 

ILAM hopes to employ another 
ained musicologist who is well-versed 
the theory and practice of African 
usic to help run the project and per­
tps later take over from Andrew when 
~ calls it a day. 

One of the first projects ILAM will 
1dertake on its new premises is a work­
tOp ·on tuning and fixing marimba. 
.1ost of the marimba groups I know 
:ound the country, including some of 
te best groups, ha••e their instruments 
rongly tun.ed. This is because the IJ,lUSi­
lans do not know how to fix their instru-

~ndrew Tracy-Director of I LAM 

Loc~l Band LEATHER OMNIBUS will be playing at Jamesons iri 

Jo'burg during the vac 

Culture in another South Africa 
MR VUSI Shabangu is the National 
Chairperson of the Cosatu Cultural 
Desk. He is also regional organiser of 
Commercial and Catering Workers 
Union of South Africa ( CACWUSA) in 
the Wits region. 

"Sport, as a form of culture is ave­
hicle to freedom , so it must not be 
abused for selfish personal gains." Mr 
Shabangu told Rhodeo when questioned 
on the role of culture in the struggle for 
change in South Africa. . 

Mr Shabangu said that African cul­
ture had been neglected and looked 
down upon by many-people,.fon miny 
years. 

"Seeing this dangerous neglect of our 
heritage the Congress of South African 
Trade Unions decided to form a Cultu­
ral Desk in April1987. The main pur-

pose was to revamp cultural activity 
among the workers. "He implied that 
the culture of colonial settlers had dis­
placed and distorted African culture. 
This was an attempt qy settlers to im­
pose their own value-system on the 
people of the country they occupied and 
this facilitated the process of gaining 
control over them. 

After the Culture in Another South 
Africa (CASA) Conference in the 
Netherlands in November 1987, cultural 
activity was broadened and the Cosatu 
Cultural Desk adopted a clear pro­
gr-amme. Mr-Shabangu said culture was 
one of the sharpest weapons for a non­
racial future. The work of Sipho Mch\1-
nu and Jonny Clegg of Juluka as 
exan1ples of building non-racialism 
through culture. 

You Can't Beta Gamma 

Effect o~ Gamma Ray's on Man-in-the-Marigolds .. 
THE DRAMA Department's production 
of Paul Zindel's Pulitzer prize winning 
play , The Effect ofGamma Ray's on 
Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds staged last 
week-end, was a display of skillfull direc­
ting and sensitive acting. 

The play, directed by Frances Cox, 
delves into the politics of a family life, 
where an embittered widow pressurises 
her two daughters to live up to her 
ideals. The underlying tensions pro­
duced when one of the daughters tries 
and fails is excellently portrayed by Cal 
Yolks. Ms Yolk's sincerity and consist­
ency in her portrayal of the black-sheep 
of the family gave the plot a complexity 

- that made it intriguing. 
The mother, played by Evadne du 

Preez, was an extremely difficult part 

Ms du Preez's performance was intense 
and strong, however it lacked the emo­
tional variety and depth that the role de­
manded. 
. Laurian Miles, who played the sec-
ond daughter, conveyed tremendous en­
ergy and excitement. 

Sarah Roberts, although silent 
through the production, made her char­
acte~ as. an elderly invalid absolutely 
convmcmg by using her body with a re­
gard ~o detail that was impressive. 

Ntcola Hayes, in her portrayal of a 
cat-boiler was hilarious and lightened 
the tone of the play. 

The potential of all the actresses was 
successfully developed by Ms Cox to cre­
ate a web of intrigue and contrast that 
was enjoyed bv all. , 
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ARTS 

p;jt.~+cdi JN 
[MJ(UJ~~(C~[L - ~ 
~(Q)~~VUSiffi\U~(Q)rNJ~ 
The Good, the Bad, the Bubblegum 

AS THE 80's draw to a close, giving way to the decade tha.t 
will take us into the 21st century, perhaps it is worthwhile tak­
ing a brief look at the events that took place around the local 
music scene. Come to think of it, the happenings we have wit­
nessed over the last ten years make the decade seem double 
its actual duration. It has been an historical period marked by 
rise-and-falls, mysteries, controversies, jubilees and great 
strides for local musos. 

For beginne~s, we witnessed the jet-like take-off of "bub­
blegum" music in this country- with Brenda Fassie leading the 
pack with her Weekend special, and Yvonne Chaka Chaka 
(what does the surname mean again?) and Chicco trailing 
with I'm in love with a DJ and We can dance respectively. The 
"bubblegum" music phenomenon has torn the music industry 
apart, with labels, accusations and counter-accusations flying 
all over the place. 

In the "anti-bublegum" camp, prominently represented by 
the controversial Ray Phiri, the argument was that the record 
companies and other interested parties were exploiting artists 
- making them perform what would sell, not what they knew 

· was good. This was to the detriment of music as an art since 
everyone was now beginning to imitate the "succesful", makin 
the local charts sound like one giant maxi-single - something 
that takes us a few steps backwards in terms of international 
music developments. Some analysed the problem in terms of 
the prevailing economic situation in the country: "bubblegum" 
artists were mainly victinls of unemployment and simply 
wanted to make a quick buck through music. 

The aforementioned arguments got Chicco hot under the 
· collar when this scribe had a brief interview with hinl. He 

summed them up as mere "professional jealousy since the old 
artists cannot make it on the charts - they are not as popular 
as we are". Chicco added that the same people who publicly 
despised their music could be seen dancing to tHeir tunes in 
sheebens, stokvels and at parties. But one question he was up.­
able to answer was why "bubblegum music" stood less of a 

. ch-ance of breaking-into the interna tional charts than "genuine 
local beat". 

SAMAANDTHECULTURALBOYCOTT 
However, fortunately for the rest of us, both camps do rub 

shoulders at the level of the South African Musicians Al­
liance, a non-racial body that recently succeeded in persuad­
ing the Commodores to cancel .their gigs at Sun City since 
these would only have served to legitimise apartheid and its 
stinking culture, and that they would have contravened the 
terms of the cultural boycott against this country. 

Speaking of the cultural boycott, I am reminded of the 
Paul Simon Grace/and project, which later featured stalwarts 
Hugh Masekela and Miriam Makeba on the roadshow that 
saw local artists tast~ng glasnost and perestroika in Moscow. 
Makeba, Masekela, Phiri and Surton maintained that the lat­
ter had no_t con.travened the boycott by simply recording in . 
South Afnca, smce the UN document is silent on recordings 
o~yforbidding live perf~rm~c~s. However, the Anti-Apar~­
heid Movement, notably m Bntam, put its foot down and p~c­
keted the tour. Fortunately the matter was resolved but the 
battle had not ended without casualties. Ray Phiri's ~upport 
dwindled dramaticallyafter his vocal support for the project 
and his life was reportedly threatened, but that Mzwakhe 
Mbuli and other prominent community figures had saved 
both his career and life. 

THEPAULNDLOVUSAGA 
A mystery that is still haunting music lovers is that of the . 

"death" of Paul Ndlovu who is reportedly now a zombie some­
where in the Transvaal. Paul "died" when his car hit a lamp~ 
pole in 1985, but his mother and two journalists claim he is 
alive and an inyanga is busy giving hinl medication to return 
hinl home. Apparently his return could result in a scandal in­
volving some of the biggest names in local music. (We will 
have to wait and see). . 

GOING INTERNATIONAL 
~e~haps the most exciting thing to have happened to lo~al 

music m the past decade is the international success of artists 
such as Johnny Clegg, Stimela, Ladysmith Black Mambazo 
(who later grabbed a Grammy AwaFd), Lucky Dube and a 
host of others. Mango Groove is about to join the list as well 
according to lead singerClaire Johnston. ' 

SAYIN' GOODBYE H) HOLLY RHODEO 
For those who missed the last edition of Rhodeo (includ­

ing Tooth and Nail himself), here's a friendly reminder: this is 
my last contribution to this page and I wish to bid you fare~ell 
in a melodious fashion - with a song. . 

It's really been a great experience sharing ideas with yo~ 
and I'd like to say cheers with Louis Armstrong's Ces't si bon 
(that's so good), from the What a wonderfulworld album. · 

Remember: the more you like music, the more music 
you'll love. Sharp! 
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Craig Harvett using every ounce of enegy during the 
round the block relay. 

SAU sport in brief 
RUGBY 
Rugby's major accomplishment of the 
season was when their Under 20 team 
fmished the season unbeaten, which 
president Sean Coughlan described as 
very unusual considering the sides' 
track record.This included beating 
UPE three times in the Eastern Prov­
ince Grand Challenge. 

Nine of the clubs players also made 
it onto Eastern Province combination 
teams. 

Ant Baber and Saemus Sartgeant 
were chosen for the E.P. feeder team 
while Ant also captained the E.P. "B" 
side all season. 

Players who made it on to the E.P. 
under 20's A side were: Brett Hodg­
son,, Warren Turner, Greg Quirk, 
Kevm Hopkins, Bruce Robertson, 
bin Longden and · Mark Saunders. 
RHODEO's congratulations. 

Unfortunately the 2nd and 3rd 
teams did not fare as well. The 1st 
team came joint fifth with Crusader 
Technikon. 

Sean concluded, "All in all it was 
not a bad season." 
;QCCER 
)occer's first side finished fourth in 
he Eastern Province Premier League 
tt the end of this year's football sea­
;on. 

Having won 18 of their 22 games, 
:hairperson Craig Neave said it was 
Jrobably the best the side has played 
n the past six or seven years. The 
1econd side cap1e fourth. 

Craig said the club had done well 
mt felt they still could have done a 
ittle better. Unfortunately the club 
vill be loosing a number of players 
ecauseof students leaving and there­
ore interested people are encouraged 
o join next year. 

The 
'Workshop 

buy and sell ballgowns 

and suits 

jewellery 

student wear 

Come and browse 

27 Bathurst St 

Phorie 2U72 

AIKIDO 
Aikido had a national get-together in 
Bloemfontem recently to meet Ke~ 
Cottier, an aikido specialist from Eng­
land. 

Ken was one of the first Wester­
ners to train in the art of Aikido in 
China. 'since then he has become one 
of the highest qualified people in the 
world, attaining the position of 5th 
Dan and also that of sensei (senior 
teacher). . · 
SQUASH . 
The SAU women's squash team is 
defmitely a tough act to follow con­
sideringthat their recent victory in the 
Eastern Province Ladies League was 
the third in three years~ This victory 
has earned them a place in the Na­
tional Club Champs to be played in 
Durban on October 13-16. 

Secretary Julie Morgan said the 
team has done extremely well but 
niight be weakened because some 
players could be leaving. The club 
therefore hopes to start training as 
many newcomers to the sport as early 
as possible next year. 

The mens side came 6th out of the 
8 teams. · 
ATHLETICS 
In the South African Junior Cross­
Country Champs held on September 
9, Heidi Calitz came 7th and Noo 
Scales came 12th. 

At the Great Train Race held in 
Port Elizabeth on the 16th, Rhodes 
was 18th overall and lOth in the athle­
tics clubs. 

In the Around-the-block Relay 
held localy on the 14th, Heidi and N oo 
broke records: 4 minutes 51 s.econds 
and 4 minutes 54 seconds respectively. 

Finally in the inter-res' cross­
country held on the 20th, Heidi came 
first followed by Noo and Mandy Bou­

. ziaar came third. 
In the men's section, Grant Eker­

mans was first, followed by Piet Maree 
ani\ tain ~~.~~ r·~-

DURBAN 

Contemporary Cultural 
Studies Unit 

The Unit will be offering Honours Courses in 1990. 

MA and PhD programmes are conducted through 
theses. and may require some coursework. 

The Unit is inter-disciplinary, cal l ing on contributions 
from artS, soctal sctence. architecture , medicine 
science and educption. · 

The programmes are geared towards the study of 
popular culture and medta , and to assist in creati ng 
strategtes for cu l tu r a l reconstruction in 
contemporary South Africa . The coursework is 
actton-based and students will be expected to 
parttctpate both tn Unit re search projects and specific 
communtty-one ntated organisational activities. 

Some_ Honours courses offered in 1990 are: 
Theones of Culture/ Theories of Media 
Science as a Cultural Expression 
Culture and Litera ture / Education and Culture 
Urban issues and the Media 
African Philosophy, Ethnographic Film 
Ftlm. Vtdeo and Cultural Production 
Popular Culture and Performance 

Students with any Bache lor degree .:nay apply 
Appltcants with 4.5 or 6 year deg ree may be admitted 
to MA level at the dtscretton of the Director and 
Senate . 

Contactthe Director, CCSU . University of Natal 
Durban 4001 . Tel (031) 816-2505 or 816 -2298: 

AU: should 
hey play 
ADF .or not? 

Rhodeo approached chairs and 
1'-<11-Jla.ll.l:. of SAU clubs here for their 

on competition with the security 
ces. Most were unopposed ~o 

....... ,.,·."'sport with the SAP and SADF. 
president .Sean Coughlan 

they had no option when it came 
playing South African Police or 

efence force teams. 
have no choice because if you 

want to get into the Eastern Province 
league, you are bound to play against 
all teams, SADF including if they are 
part of it," he said. 

Although the team has played 
in the past, they have ·seldom 

done so this year as they have moved 
further down in the league. 

He said: "If a motion of disapproval 
was put forward to the committee, we 
would have to do something about it 
but as far as I know there has not been 
any complaints." 

Co-coach and manager Malcolm 
Charles vaguely remembers dissatis­
faction being expressed in the past but 
is not sure where it came from. 

"I have no qualms about playing 
against them and only play for the in­
trinsic satisfaction of the sport anyway. 
However if as a team member you 
don't want to play, don't. I would not 
hold it against anyone." . · · 

A soccer team member expressed 
a similar opinion, adding he could not 
remember there being any complaints. 

Rowing club's Justin Hagemann, 
looking at it differently, said that row­
. was not a contact sport as they 

competed with different teams all at 
the same time. 

"Therefore, if the SADF want to 
row and happen to take part, let them," 
pe said . 

He added: "Besides, the team has 
a hard-core attitude when it comes to 
teamcontact during events and we 
hardly interact so as to not dampen the 
team spirit, be it with SADF or any 
other team." 

Athletics chairperson Brendan 
Jackson, says the club has often par­
ticipated against SAP or SADF in 
road running, cross country and track 
field and is sure most people have not 
minded. 

"We try to keep politics out of it but 
I personaly don't object, There are 
blacks within the clubs anyway and 
theyhaven't complained." 

Head of the Sports Adminisration, 
Mr John Donald, said it has never 
been the policy of the Sports Council 
to dictate to clubs whom they should 
play with as they have always belived 
clubs should be autonomous. 

He said: "As long as they operate 
within the boundries of the university 
administration and sports council, 
there is no problem." 

Asked for reasons behind this 
"~ands off' attitude, Mr Donald said it 
has always been the Sports Councils 
policy to cultivate an independence 
amongst students when it came to 
sport. 

"It has never· become an issue and 
I don't think it will ev~r be," he said. 

When approached for. comment 
SA TIS CO said it only envisaged de-

bates that furthered and strengther 
non-racialism in sport. 

National President Sindisile M. 
clean said the record had to be p1 
straight on the matter. 

"SATISCO and other non-racil 
sports bodies have put it clearly and i 
unequivocal terms that the SAP an 
the ~ADF are enemies of the peopl1 
It mtght not be an issue with SAU t 
play them. But we say as ·the Of 
pressed and exploited community w 
have seen the atrocities commited b 
SAP and SADF on peace-lovin 
pe?ple of South Africa. They will pla 
us m the afternoon.and shoot us in ou 
townships in the evening." 

. He added inasmuch as peopl 
tned to keep politics out of sport, i 
was impossible to do so in South Afri 
ca. 

"Our sport is a political sport " h 
said. ' 

In conclusion he said althougl 
others played for the intrinsic satisa 
faction of it, sport to them was an ac1 
of struggle. The fact blacks were ill 
SAU clybs was immaterial. Wha 
counted was whereas multi-racia 
sport was for domestication non .. , 
ractal sport was for liberation. 

"We do not dictate to any studen 
to play SATISCO sport. But what we 
say is that it is time for fellow white 
students (and those blacks withh 
S~U) to make a .stand against apart 

. ~etd. Our struggle is unfolding - mil 
lions of our people are marching tc 
freedom. CAN WE COUNT 01\ 
YOU?" 

owing Rhodents making waves 

Rhodes' mens rowing team at Port Alfred. 

JOINING THE Rhodes Rowing Club 
is not an activity to be considered by 
the lazy and the late sleepers, as me­
mbers ·..tre up at five every morning 
practi-~1hg on Settlers Dam. 

Over weekends, members practise 
on the Kowie River at Port Alfred, but 
often the amount of practice they do 

on whether there is an 
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coming race or not 
From September 8-10 Rhodes par­

ticipated in the exciting IGI South Af" 
rican Universities Boat Race in Port 
Alfred. On the ftrst corner of the 
race, Wits collided into the Rhodes 
Men's A VIII team and overtook 
them. Wits won the race with Rhodes 

. third. 

Rhodes Women's A VIII team 
. won the. race against Natal. They went 
· on to wm five out of seven events in a 
competition held in Knysna during 
September 22-24. 
. ~h~ Rowing club's next competi­

tion ts m Febuary next year. 



--------------------------------------------SPORTS--~ 

SAT.ISCO Sport and Culture Week 
THI!: SATlSCO Sports and Cultural 
Week was a great success. Rhodeo 
spoke to Mvuso Mbebe, of Satisco 
Local Committee to discover the rea­
sons behind the cultural focus. 

Mbebe said one of Satisco's aims 
was to organise students into a non­
racial sporting body. The focus on 
sport and culture intended to show 
that sport can be part of a broader 
non-racial democratic culture which 
seeks to transform South African so­
ciety. 

He told Rhodeo that the reason for 
choosing certain themes -was to in­
crease awareness amongst students 
and to stimulate debate on topical is-

' 

sues concerning sport. 
The main theme of "organising stu­

dents for non-racial sport was to 
popularise the National Sports Con­
gress (NSC) as a mass-based sporting 
body, which organises for non-racial 
sport. .. · _ 

On the question of prospects for 
non-racial sport specifically on this 
campus, Mbebe said this was one of 
their objectives which was high on the 
agenda. 

He also commented that it had 
been encouraging to see Sports Coun­
cil members present although SAU 
members had been absent. 

Non-racialists· do it on the run. 

Run for fun ... jSports Commentl 
APPROXIMATELY a hundred run­
ners converged near Drostdy Arch for 
the Reverend Arnold Stofile fun run 
held as part of SATISCO's Sport and IN LIGHT of the emphasis placed on non-racialism in almost all the speec 
Culture week last Saturday. , during Satisco Sports Week, we would like to address this issue ourselves. 

Held in conjunction with Graham- Some people like to think that they are non-racial just because they cha 
stown Cultural Worker's Committee, people of other colours. Some would go even further to say thatbecause they 
people ran in support of freedom from studying here at this "open" liberal campus therefore they are non-racial. 
apartheid as they made their way over This applies to both black and white. By being non-racial and pia) 
a five kilometre course in and around non-racial sport is to be aware of and understand one another's backgrounds~ 
campus, ending at Kaif lawns. to question why we are kept apart. Being non-racial is to be involved in 

Reverend Stoftle, the patron of the struggle for equality for all. Being involved means to use whatever means in yi 
South African Council of Sport power to destroy apartheid. 
(SA. COS), has not only fought for a This means non-racialism must be a conscious etTort on the part of 

~-n;ati<)natJ-spo:r-t-lmif.}ft--fur-aLnttmlbei·~oJ;_-:=~=:;:~= It must be built thmugh organisation against apartheid and in 
nalised by everybody envisaging a truly democratic fu ture. Be it in res or Iectu 
or on the sportS field - build non-racialism. 

Trying to keep up the pace. 

~~our sport is based on 
merit not skin colour~~ 
THE LACK of sports facilities in the 
Black community and the consequen­
ces that resulted from this were the 
recuring theme in most of the 
speeches during the SATISCO Sports 
Week. 

Rama Reddy, president of the SA 
Soccer Federation said sports fa­
cilities are important for develop 
ment of sport. "It is of no use to get 
good fields when you are here at vars­
ity. Talents are best groomed when a 
person is still young, so facilities must 
be provided for students at school 
level," he said. 

Reddy revealed statistics which 
ckmon5trated the vast disparity be­
tween facilities for black and white 
communities. He said the political 
stucture of South Africa must change 
to encourage non-racial sport. He ex­
plained that politics cannot be di-· 
vorced from sport because it is only 
when the political structure of South 
Africa as a whole has changed that a 
truly non-racial sport can be built 
which provides equal facilities and op­
portunities for all. 

Kris~ Mackerdr. president of 
South Airican Cricke't Board, said that 
non-racial sport is dynamic and pro­
gressive and based on merit and not 
skin colour. 

He said that if we could really prac­
tice non-racial sport in South Africa 
we could have more authentic Spring­
bok teams representing our country. ~ 

Sister Bernard Ncube, speaking on 
behalf of Father Smangaliso Mkhatsh­
wa who is Director oflnstitute of Con­
textual Theology, spoke at length 
about culture and the implications it 
had for South Africa. 

She said it was important to fuse 
our diverse cultures and to create a 
unique South African culture of which 
everybody could be proud of. 

Mluleki George, National Co-or­
dinater of the National Sports Con­
gress (NSC) said that unity is the key 
element to success. He said the aim of 
the NSC was the creation of a single . 
mass-based sport organisation and the 
developement of sport in preparation 
of a non-racial society in a new South 
Africa. 

Scores ... Scores ... Scores 

RHODES vs MARITZBURG 

RHODES PMB 
SOCCER 3 2 

NETBALL 15 7 

SOFTBALL 6 11 

- --SQUASH 4 0 

BASKETBALL 37 60 

years but has also involved himself in 
a number of organisations and 
broader issues. 

It was decided to dedicate the fun 
run to him because of his contribution 
towards a democratic South Africa. 

First home were M Masa and T 
Mdyolo in 12 minutes 7 seconds, fol­
lowed by T N canywa and M Tikise. in 
third place. M Ngundwana was the 
first woman · home in 15 minutes 25 
seconds with Z Nkosi and C Swart · m 
second and third place. 

Cric,ket tournament 
SATISCO CRICKET hosted a suc­
cessful regional tournament over 
three days recently. 

Four teams from the Eastern Cape 
participated on a round-robin basis. 
Teams from Dower College in Port 
Elizabeth, Lumkho Training College 
in Queenstown, a Grahamstown/Mary 
Waters team as well as Rhodes Satisco 
featured in the tournament. 

The organiser Ani! Rugananan 
said the tournament was historic since 
it was a pioneering effort to unite dif­
ferent sports bodies on the field of play 
itself. 

Intermittent rain could not put a 
damper on the enthusiasm of the 
teams who all managed to play three 
matches. 

The Grahamstown/Mary Waters 
team won emphatiCally after emerging 
from the tournament undefeated. 

The captain of the Graham­
stown/Mary Waters team, Leon Coet­
zee was judged the Player of the 
Tournament after a matchwinning 61 
scored against Dower College. 

Dower College were runners-up 
followed by Rhodes Satisco and 
Lumkho Training College. 

Both players as well as officials ex- . 
pressed their determination to host an 
even bigger tournament with possibly 
eight teams early next year. 
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Explanation for my Finder 

If I should ever choose to take my life 

And you should chance to read this when I'm dead, 

Do not blame yourself. 

Believe, too, that I did not wish to die 

But merely to cease living. 

It is the mental exhaustion, 

The total uncaring, unfeeling echo between by mind and soul. 

It is as though the camera of my brain 

Has reached the end of a reel, 

And the shutter won't open. 

It is me . . 

It is my rest - to die. 

So, do not blame yourself, but rather 

Find peace in my Peace. 

byM. 
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Love Poem to Heads of State 

People really do exist 

more than half as much 

as those figures 

coded there 

on your damn 

computer disced list. 

Jackie 

HaHaHa 

Now that we have broken up 

I think about what we had 

And how you said you weren't 

ready for commitment. 

And I am so glad 

I didn't sleep with you 

byM. 

Sunday 

· This day 

graced with icy clarity 

I choose for my pilgrimage 

And wade through ruffled wheat fields 

and windmills 

Beckoned by a gilded church spire 

At night 

I rest in light green hollows 

and savoured the earth. 

Telephone poles illuminate the road 

and as I pass over 

an ancient erupting railway-crossing 

the hollow whistle of a train 

delves deep into my veins. 

Cassandra 

Of course i'm special 

she said 

ToP. 

Venom of bitter-truth 

Shadow image - love 

Mixed message only for 

Holy ears, thought of 

Confrontations 

Eyes covered by silk 

Feathers, 

Fall, 

Fall, you painted 

Blue- . 

Bird 

You birdman girl. 

byB.F.B 

I have been thinking of your shoe 

Of its great greyness resting under the desk. 

Laces knotted to keep your foot in. 

{or to keep something out?) 

This shoe, 

that contains your sock, 

That holds . mr foot 

Comprised of skin, 

and flesh, 

and bone-

And feelings. 

And so, by thinking of your shoe 

I am in contact with your soul. · 

byM. 

fmgering the hole in her jeans 

just look at · 
Sometimes I want to be 

a SHOOTING STAR 

falling 

Kathy Herger 
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my 

originality 

my 

uniqueness 

look at Me 

hey 

Alex 
Jackie 

G. & S. PRINT · GH 
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