COLONIAL POLICIES AND THE FAILURE
OF SOMALI SECESSIONISM IN THE NORTHERN FRONTIER
DISTRICT OF KENYA COLONY, c.1890-1968

SUBMITTED IN FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS
HISTORY DEPARTMENT
RHODES UNIVERSITY

BY T

" ABDIRASHID ABDULLAHI

FEBRUARY 1997




ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the events that took place in the Northern Frontier District / North
Eastern Province of Kenya between the late nineteenth century and 1968. After 1900 the
imposition of colonial policies impacted on the socio-economic and political structures of the
Somali people. This thesis also examines the nature of Somali resistance yp.to the late 1920s
when Somali society was finally pacified. It further examines colonial policies such as the
creation of the Somali-Galla line in 1919, the separation of the Jubaland region from the
Kenya Colony in 1926 and the Special District Ordinance of 1934. Between 1946 and 1948
the British Government through its Foreign Minister, Ernest Bevin, attempted to unity Somali
territories in the Horn of Africa and this raised Somali hopes of unification. The Bevin Plan
collapsed because of the opposition of the United States, the Soviet Union, the French and
Ethiopian leaders. Similar hopes of NFD Somali unification were raised between 1958 and
1963 because of the unification of the former British Somaliland and Italian Somaliland. Due
to the imminent end of British colonial rule in Kenya, th(; Nl; D Somali leaders demanded
secession from Kenya to join up with the nascent Somali republic. But the NFD Somal’i’fhopes
of unification with the Somali Republic were dashed by 1964 because of the same opposition
provided by the United States, the French and the Ethiopians. The British Government were
all along half-hearted towards Somali unification attempts even though the field administrators
adopted a pro-Somali attitude to the issue. In the early 1960s, however, the NFD Somali
leaders were faced with the additional opposition of the new KANU government in Kenya.
In 1964 the failure of the ‘NI"F D Somaiis to secede from Kenya led to the gﬁenilla war, what
the Kenyan government called the ’shifta mbvément’, that engulfed the North Eastern Region
until 1968 when the Arusha Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Kenyan
and the Somali Governments. The sighing ot the Arusha Memorandum of Understanding by
the Kenyan and Somali Governments did not satisty- the NFD Somalis hopes of joining the
Somali Republic. The main conclusion of this thesis is that the NFD Somalis, exce;;t for few
collaborators, did at no time, whether in the colonial or post-colonial eras, accept being in
Kenya. By the late 1960s the prospects of NFD Somalis unifying with the Somali Republic
were, in view of the forces arrayed against the Somali secessionist movement, slim; and they

have remained slim since then.
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MAP 1: SANKURI DISTRICT, 1929, SHOWING DISTRIBUTION OF CLANS WITH
THEIR CAMELS AND CATTLE
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MAP 2:

v

WAIJIR DISTRICT, 1936, SHOWING THE DISTRIBUTION OF VARIOUS

CLANS AND THE GRAZING ZONES ALLOTTED THEM
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MAP 3:

MAIN AGRICULTURAL AREAS OF THE NFD, 1947
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MAP 4:

vi
SOMALI-GALLA LINE, 1919, WITH ADMINISTRATIVE CENTRES
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SKETCH: ALLOCATION OF WELLS IN WAJIR DISTRICT, 1946
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SOMALI CLAN STRUCTURE
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