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EDITORIAL

While the politicians of the various political parties in South Africa are playing
political games the hardships of the vast majority of the people are increasing. These
party politicians would like the people o believe that {he one can do a better job of
poverming the country than the other but it is a fact that poverty, crime and violenee are
on the increase in the country despite the political party in charge. This is so because
all the parties work within and promote the capitalist system which is the real cause of
our misery. The new faw which permits MPs and connciltors to cross the floor to join
another parly illustrates clearly that there are no fundamental differences between
these parties.

If we take the Western Cape as an example: The ANC, the so-called liberation pasty,
has climbed into bed with the NNP, the ruling pasty of the previous apartheid
mocan_a,mmr They did this to get control of the Western Cape Govenunent, but this
takeover will not improve the living conditions of the workers. in this province.
Unemployment and the shortage of houses are increasing while evictions ond the
disconnection of water are continuing. i is an cxample of the pot calling the kettle
black that the ANC severely criticised the DA for this year's budget for the City of

Page | of 40




Cape Town. The DA released the Auditor-Geaeral’s report which indicated that the
financial books of the city were left in a mess by the ANC, which previously ran the
city. ~The repurt paints a pisture of mismanagement and bookkeeping crrors which
meaps milions of rands are not accounted for.” (Cape Argus, 13/6/2002). “When the
ANC/NNP attiance accused the DA of acecepting mopey from the criminal, Jurgen
Harksen, the DA. could point a finger at the ANC by accusing it of receiving money

from another eripuinal, Sol Kerzoer.

In nationsal, provincial and local government departments, corruption and the wastage
of money are jncréasing. To pame but two examples of the wastage of money: The
Department of Cormectional Services wilt pay 12 million rand for a vacant hotel which
t hired for 5 years, but is not using at-all. The Department of Justice spent about 20
million rand on the prosecution and defence of Wouter Basson, wha was accused of
atrocities under the Apariheid Regime. While this is happening the ecopomi¢
hardships of the people are inCreasing. "Unefnployinent is on the increase and the
unemployment rate now stands at 41,7% of the economically active popnlation, that is
about 7,5 mullion people.  Inflation has increased to about 10%, the consumer price
index 9.2 % and the bond rate with 3% to 16%. The steep rise in the petrol price
“osilted i increased transport costs. All these increases mear a steep tise in the
‘nonithty expenditure of people. : S

Worldwide poverty is on the increase, especially in the “Third World” countries. In
the Southemn African countries - Malawi, Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe and
7ambia - millions of pecple are starving mainly due to crop fatlure caused by drought.
Up to 4 million of Zambia’s 10 million people are at risk of dying because of a critical
‘maize shortage. The situation in Zambia was worsened by the pullout of Anglo-
American from its copper rining cormitments resuliing in the foss of 11 000 jobs.
This just shows again that multi-national companies do nat invest in a country because
they care for the people.
“ithe callousness of the xich imperialist countries towards the poor "developing
countres” is further illustrated by the recently held UN World Food Summit, which
was attended by 80 heads of state, mostly from Afiica, Only the prime ministers of
'Haly (the host cowntry) and Spain (representing the EU) attended the' summit,
" Although the US did not attend, the final document which included references fo the
benefits of Biotechnology, was in its favour. The first Summit of this kind was held in
1974 and then already the rich countries undertook to eradicate world hunger
altogether. At the 1996 sumumit the UN set the target of reducing the rumber of people
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without enough food to eat from $00 million to 400 million by 2015. Today the
mumber of hungry people remains the same as at 1996.

Since the happenings of September 11, Imperialisim under the leadership of America is
on the rampage. Any country that is not prepared to be a puppet of Imperialism is
labelled a terrorist state. There is now a terrorist behind every bush. America has
already six states on its “axis of evil” list: Iraq, lran, Syria, Libya, Cuba and North
Korea. These countries can expect a military attack from America and its allies as
soon as they have finished with Afghanistan. The warmonger, George Bush Jnr,, has
already signed an order pennitting the CIA to kill Saddam Hussein, the president of
fraq, and to bring about a pro-American regime in that country. How America and its
allies can use or ignore the UN is clearly illustrated when Terael invaded Palestinian
territory and refosed to pull cut despite numerous UN resolutions demanding Israel to
do so. These countries also aborted a UN fact finding commission to investigate the
Jenin massacre committed by Israel.

ln the meastime one of the most enthusiastic agents of imperialism, Thabo Mbeki,
President of South Affica, is criss-crossing Africa and the world fo sell his new plan
called Nepad (New Partership for African Development). He and his steering
committee have attended all major economic conferences in Africa and overseas
explaining the “benefits” of Nepad. (At the World Trade Conference in Durban one
poster of a protester aptly called it KNEEPAD). Nepad must, through its Peer Review
Mechanism, ensure that member states have: democratic systems, independent
judiciaries, free market economies and non-corrupt governments. In exchange Mbeki
and his counterparts are pleading for US$64 %3 1o be given to Nepad to reward those
African countrigs satisfying the criteria of “good governance™. The plan and the plea
will be submiticd fo the imperialist bosses, the G8, which will consider it at their
Summit on 27 Jume 2002. Nepad will indeed be the policeman for imperialism in
Africa, He who pays the piper calls the tne. Democratic government or good
governance must adhere to Tmperialist/capitalist standards and any state that tends
towards socialism, or does not want to be too tightly bound to the apron strings of
capitalism/imperialism, will not be welcome to the plan. Examples are Zimbabwe,
which upset Britain with its land reform programme, and Libya, which is called a
terrorist state by America. No wonder Gadaffi, president of Libya, characterised
Nepad as “an instrument of colonisers and racists” and warned that Western
Countries will usarp Nepad for their own interest. (Read article on Nepad in this issue
of 'The Bulletin}.
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INTERNATIONAL REVIEW

o

i AN HOLISTIC OVERVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION
3 _

; : .
There is a need to examine closely some of the more fundamental political and
econemic factors that have given rise to the situation in which South Africa and the
rest of the world find themselves. Recent events — the economic collapse of the East
Asian economics; the events of 11 September 2001 (the attacks on the WTC towers in
Mew York and the Pentagon in Washington) and the more recent brutal bombing of

Afghanistan by the United States military machine — have tended to hide the main

underlying causes and effects. -

Globalisation talk tends to create the idea that there is developing “a mew world
order”. The stark fact is that therc is.increasing chaes in national and international

relations. This global chaos reflects both an ongoing crisis in capitalism-imperialisim
and the ising opposition to world imperialism. Much of this opposition is driven by.

uneven levels of progress among the workers (the proletariat), the poverty-stricken
peasantry and the billions of tootless, destitute victims of 300 years of imperialist
plunder .ﬂa pillage.

Declining Rate of Profit e o
‘The most recent economic disasters sprang from a declining rate of profit within the
jmperialist bloes. Greed, plunder and cut-throat com tition in 2 dog-eats-dog world
economy were driven by bogus “free trade” and “free market” economic tlieories that
saw economic booms followed by economic busts. ,

The Economic Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) forced wpon “the “third
world” by the Internationai Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank Were some of
the means by which Imperialism sought to stave off its decline The o global
economic and political problems: general crushing pov riy,. frightening debt and the
devastating social conditions we see all over the world
“richest” G7 (mow G8) nations. o
Alongside the gigantie piles of dollars, pounds,
mountains of excess goods and services, Over;
feature of production for “private profit”. This 6 eclining rate of

1 Oyerproduction here means “more than can be sold

profit on capital are twins bom of the dynamic way in which imperialism rapes the
world’s human, material and cultural resources.

Capitalism moves the production of clothing and textiles to cheap-labour areas near to
markets. The Indian Peninsula, Indonesia, China are such examples. Profifs rise,
markels are  oversupplied; they decline. Eisewhere factories close down.
Unemployment rises and the rest of the story of social decline follows.

Capitalism shifis whole major heavy industries - motor assembly, electronics,
production machinery to Brazil, Mexico, the Far East, where labour is cheaper and
profit therefore greater. And then industries “at home™ decline. In West Germany -
once the economic miracle of Europe - businesses are bankrupting at the rate of 15% a
year, Unemployment is at its highest since World War I

Rut the crisis is uneven. The bourgeoisie has to be catered for. Rich Genmaus {(like rich -
South Africans among the expanding bourgeoisie) need Mercedes and BMWs. The
debt-ridden Jower middie classes in the USA cannot afford Chryslers. So Mercedes
Benz has taken over Chrysler and BMW has taken over Ford, Rover and Jaguar in
Britain. The “poor™ in the USA and Britain buy Japanese. Pog-cats-dog. .

The Massive Pool of Money-Capttal

But hanging over ail this is a massive pool of money-capital in the hands of super-rich
capitalists. Through banks and brokers they invest in shares, bonds and foreign
currencies wherever they can make a quick profit, They recall their investments in the
shares and securities market of one country and move on 10 another to make the next
Killing. Some three thousand billion dollars - or their equivalent - are invested around
the world’s econormies to cream off whatever, profit can be made.

Jt is most important to note that this “nvestment™ is NOT productive investment. The
Soroses and Buffets who operate this way don’t produce a plain pin or a grain of
wheat, We have stock-market robbers in South Africa (using bank, pension and
supermarket funds) whe do something similar. These global robbers work within the
taws, rules and practices of capitalist economics. Their massive money capital is the
tool which they use in speculative investment on a vast scale to enrich themselves,”
irrespective of the disastrous outcome it has on the lives of billions of people. One of
the tesults is the drving up of share prices on stock exchanges - and the inevitable
declining rate of profit. The 1T industry world-wide has been a recent farget of these -
predators. .

2 The chorus that we often hear in govemment circles and the media of tha importance of attracting foreign-;
imvestment for economic development must be seen in this light. L
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Such are He vital economic factors in the world nE.EQE.o nmm_um.*.m.wn MMMH,MMM
nsequences are unemployment, increasing poverty, crime, poor heatth, and the ﬂ.
..m”m % sum drives the victims of these globalised developments to seek a éwmr MW_H
(See the section below entitled THE EMERGENT ANTI-CAPIT

“MOVEMENT.)

- i i &E N - - .
m@“ﬂ%ﬁ _.muﬁo defend itself against opposition in all its orises — has always relied

wars. The cold war was a military offensive to hold off the mﬁ.n_ou.an.wm ow....

Mwnmmmwn.ﬂ — such as it was — in Easiern Europe and E n?...._m. The hot war W M». mMn

military destruction of opponents — revolutionary, ﬂmaom_a_mw omﬁcm.mwwwﬂ e

i - ters do - but to Wi -

italist plan; not only to defend its turf ~ as gangs t : -

Mwwmmwwiwaoaam& political economies m the process of creating one entire world
capitalist economy. It is Hiderism writ large.

between growing world terrorism
ber 11 was a symptomn of the QP& : . x
WM%MMH"SM by Sumsmms.mauan&mm.& and individual/group tervorism that tries fo hit

back. Since Jopg before September 11 the global conquest of anti-capitatist and non- -

itati i 1 of imperialism’s bagic structure. The
tist formations has been part and parcei of | t
MH_MW_MH% industries in North America and Europe — and Isragl — are major sectors of

their industries.

When the Soviet Union “coflapsed” the cold war weakened. Hw,w.m:sgmmmm Fmawwwww
in America and Burope were in crisis. ‘ﬁw@ wwm EM out MpmroMoﬂMMu MMEE od
» Byt the present economic and political crises demande a :
mewsww:ﬂénmwmﬁ decades, from Reagat to mﬁ.mnmwrww %oBEﬂrmﬂMmewouwﬁw MM

¢ of war industries bas had to bg sustaned. so the w 00y
Mmﬂmmw““mﬁgmmgh thrust to defend capitalism against .c.cﬁ mwwmum EoHMMMMw peasant
isi st _socialist and general, diffuse anti-capitalist mov .
uprisings and rising pro socialist an A S  of
justify armin
The events of September 11 were used to acceleral o "
i < ‘ . By stimng up g
“alist economies and the brutal attacks upon “rogue states”. By si
M%HW“MOMME in the USA Bush Jar. has been able to get the USA _.bih_. Wm@%ﬁ@mﬂ
Houses to spend no less than 3 600 billion dollars on armaments — with the backing

patriots and corporations hungry for contracts of ail kinds.

i ith ili ie h of the world crisis. Our
omic, political and military factors E%&o. much ‘
MMMMMMoMMEmome as seriously affected by this crisis as is all the rest of the ex

colonial world.

BRI
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2. IS SOCIALISM DEAD? DID THE END OF THE 26th CENTURY SEE
THE END OF HISTORY?

The question that humankind at the beginning of the 21st Century has to ask and find
genuine answers to is whether the end of the 20th Century also heralded the death of
socidlism as a socio-politico-economic system and, in the assessmest of Francis
Fukuyama, the end of history® and the tiumoph of liberal capitalism over all
altematives. The collapse of socialism in the Soviet Union and s satellite states of
Europe, the moves to the right in China and the almost simultaneous growth of a global
economy in which Liberal Capitalism is all powerful resulted in the weakening of the
forces of the far left throughout the world. But to believe that the forces of socialism
will never recover and never again challenge the lepitimacy and hegemony of

capitalism and fom that belief to assert that history has ended is to adopt an ahistorical
approach to history.

Re-emergence of Socialism? -
BEvidence of the re-emergence of a socialist tendency in Burope is faint and .if is
manifesting itself in a variety of ways. The most visible currently is the anti-

globalisation movement.t (See section on THE EMERGENT ANTI-CAPITALIST
MOVEMENT below.) :

Gaies Made by Socialist Parties?

Another manifestation of this, as seen by socialist writers®, is the gains made by
Socialist Parties in recent nationat elections in Europe.

In England in the June 2001 electon the Labour Party got 42% of those who voted
{25% of those entitled to vote) out of a 59% tumnout of voters, the fowest since 1918,
Labour’s vole was down by 3 million from 1997, Its electoral suppori has shified 1o
middle-class England.

The Scottish Socialist Party which had contesied the election with the Socialist - -
Workers Party fared the best of the left Pasties. The Socialist Alliance and the Socialist -

3 Geospe Bush Sur boastfully acclaimed this idea and formulation (as his own) when Yeltsin banned the
Comnmunist Party and dismantled the USSR . .

* The movement appeass 1o be characierised by twe major though divergent impulses with a few others playing mivor
rofes: Firstly there are the Cougos {Co-opled Non-Goveramental Organisations), which are willing to collsborate with
the IMF and the World Bank in their search for a “dialoguc’, and secondly there are the Ieft groupings whe ‘wish 1o
*intsnsify the crisis of legitimacy”. OF ths institutions of the Ieft the World Secial Forum (WSF) held in Porte Alegre
in January 2081 was an alicrmative 1o the bosses” annual jambonee in Davos, FERETS
% See articles in Jnfernational Viewpoini (Published by the United Seoretariat of the Fourth Totematienal) ~
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foueht the election in England. The Socialist Parties including the
WMWHM.z Mwo”w\amﬂ an% got a combined total of 180 000 votes, triple the votes the left
in 1997, )
WMMHHM”M the left is still very divided, sectarianism still rules. And any &mﬁ_ that the
increase in the numbers that voted for the left is a measure of a quantitative growth 1n
support for socialism in the British Isles is open to debate. But some on the left say
that participation in the election enabled the left to take the argument for mon.._»r.ma o
millions, at 2 time when the left inside the Labour Party rnm declined g»aoa_%.
Socialist writers also believe that there is a growing minornity who are Jooking for a
socialist alternative and are prepared to register this in an Ene_u,_ou. o )
u Raly in the May 2001 elections, won by the E_:m.:._nro:m._a Silvio Berlusconi, the
Party of Communist Refoundation (PRC) took a heavy battering. It got 5% of the vote
in both the Chamber and the Sepate but it rcached the 4% threshold necessary to
ify for the allocation of seals. o
w___m%am,nmw the left has been in decline for more than a decade. In ?n.uoS elections 1
parliamentary parties gained i total less thas 10% of <on_n.m, moamgam ﬁw_.wammeuﬁa
in the post-war histo~ of the Greek left. So after the elections some militants took the

first step towas? _diting all those who wanted 1o, act concretely in favour of unity of

action and ¥ . composition of the left. They created .Emﬁ Space of H.bm Dialogee
and Comy  «ction” with the following political priorities: S.mum inteansigent defeace
of the ¢ i gains of the workers’ movement; B 5.@ intransigent nmwwmmo of
democr . rights and liberties; and 3} active munoﬂmnomm__wﬂ.s and participation in the
internz onal movement of resistance to neo-liberal globalisation.

“The Begioning of the Beginaing ..."? B

Smgmwmﬁam wﬁ. a Socialist Party participating in a Omum.nm:.ﬂ parliamentary system
show a resurgence of support in Europe for socialist orgapisations and tendencies and
for socialigm as an aliernative social system is open to debate. And ﬁ_ﬁ?mw the
programmes of the various feft groupings in Burope can be regarded as mmn_m&mn or
merely social democratic or even just reformist is also open to mwav»a. But this is what
Alain Krivine, a member of the European Parliament and main spokesperson of the
French Lique Communiste Revolutionaire (LCR) had 1o say in July 2001 at the

London “Marxism™ event organised by the English Socialist Workers’ Party (SWP)on

the “fitture of the revolutionary lefi™: “For some years mow we have seen a real
development, sometimes even an upsurge, of new far left, mﬁ.mmﬁﬁ:ﬂ and
revolutionary organisations in tany countries. We see also a Smﬁm&w.mum: of the
young generation, That means that after many years we can see ‘the beginming of the
beginning® of the exit from the “tunnet” for the revolutionaries.” :
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What of South America?

In the South American countries there appear 10 be two separate though not opposing
forces pitted against the local and foreign representatives of neo-liberal capitalism. The
American dollar, American investments and infivence dominate the South American
countries through Trade Treaties — the North American Free Trade Agreement (Nafta)
and the still-to-be-signed Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). So opposition in
the urban coremercial centzes takes the form of violent protests against America and its
jocal agents in government and against neo-liberalism,

Secondly, opposition comes from the poverty-sricken peasants who over centuries
have been dispossessed of their land, are discriminated against on ethnic grounds and
thus wage a relentless battle for land, human rights and dignity and for genuine
democracy. The struggle of the landless does not take the same shape and form in all
South American countries. it’s not 2 united orpganised struggle across couniries but the
objectives are the same.

Mexico

In Mexico in Febmuary 2000 the Zapatistas started a march on Mexico City with the
declared aim of engaging in dizlogue with civil society and the National Assembly. All
along the route the leaders addressed tens of thousands and in the city 350 000
gathered to hear subcommandante Marcos spzak with hundreds of thousands more
listening on radios. The message was simple: the Zapatistas were not interested in
parliamentary government, were not a vanguard movement, were not calling for an
insurrection. They said: “For exactly 90 years we have been shouting, and they call us
‘rebels’. And today we are repeating, “We are rebels!”™ The Zapatistas made their
point for women’s rights by sending a Zapatista woman commander to address the
Mationat Assembly on their demand that the legislators approve the Law on Indigenous
Culture and Rights. In the eves of one writer the Zapatistas without calling themselves
socialists represent the original spirit of sopialism before it was perveried by the
market socialists and the state socialists.

Argentina

In Argentina the new form of capitalism is characterised by the exclusion from it of
the great mass of the population. {Unemployment at the end of 2001 was around 18%.
People are questioning the system and after decades of imertia and a feeling of
hopeleseness and that nothing is possible people arc saying that it is possible to
struggle, to resist and to win. The Argentine foreign debt is 200 000 million dollars,
more than 50% of GDP, and it needs 11 000 million dollars per month to service the
debt. The banking system has collapsed. The Argentinean crisis is of such magnitude
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that there are two possibilities. One, a victory for _nm,.ﬁ.nm. M_Emmamwgn forces and a
restructuring of the economy or, two, the imposition of a military-police State.

Brazil

Tn Brazi! the struggle on the land has taken the form of land invasions and the setting
up of encampments.

Between 1965 and 1985 the military dictatorship established a large export-based

agro-business. This policy was underpinned by .&ow.anm_ Eﬁ financial modemization
bazed on the National System of Rural Credit, cansing farming to g dependent upon
the industrial manufacturers of materials such as pesticides, resviting in the break-up of
small producers and promoting the growih of salarjed work. .

The destruction of the family economy led to the nxﬁ&.m_on of az_.r.oum &H peasaats mc
the cities and the growth of millions of “landless” ».mE_.__mm. ..m_a military dictatorship’s
industrialisation policy resulted in large Jand concentrations in a few hands. )
The agro-business exploitation of the land led to 2 monoculture umm.na on export, with
large plantations of soya, oranges and sugar-cane for the production of w_mowom and
other products. 48,4 million hectares of public lands were transformed into large
estates. In mid-2001 ome percent of owners comtrolled wo@.m«.d percent of the
agriculfural area of the country. Twenty-two percent of all Brazilians lived in rural
areas, and it was estimated that 4.8 million families needed Jand.

The MST: Movement of Landless Rural Workers
Short Hislory of the MST

The MST had its birth in the states in the south of Brazil with their exiensive estates &.
livestock breeding, soya plantations, and thousands of small farmers who had lost their
Jand. .

At the end of the 1970s in different parts of Brazil, when their m_.“cwmma seemed viterly
hopeless, landless peasants began occupying estates that were not being wE.E& In the
face of pelice and military action they were most successful in the state of Rio Grande
do Sul in 1979 and in the state of Santa Catarina in 1980, In 198), 700 landless
families decided to camp in an area in the south of Brazil. This helped promote m:m
MST — Movement of Landless Rural Workers — which became one of the social
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- movemenrs with the greatest mobilising power in Latin America,
‘In 1991 landless peasants began to occupy estates to put pressure on the Cordoso
- governiment o set int motion the ‘possession of the Tand®. Over a period of eipht years

1169 persons were killed in rural Brazil in this struggle for the land,

What Is This Movement About?

It is about the right to property. The landless are establishing their struggle for agrarian
reform. to win their right to property. They undertake land Qccupation as =
coutinuation of their historical development as workers and farmers.

It is their only way of maintaining their status as camapesinos (peasant farmers) and
avoiding being transformed into salaried workers. Their struggle for the right to
diverse kinds of property ownership cannot be framed within the concept of capitalisit
property relations.

Through their experience in building their movement, the Jandless workers are winnin =

thelr own space for political socialisation, They no longer see the struggle for the lang

as merely an economic question. They see it as a praject for the transformation of their [
reabity. Their struggle is not merely to win Jand but to build a new way of jife: socially, i
culturally and politically. ;

Organisational Structure :

The highest level of the MST stracture is the Congress, which meets every five years. :
The next levels are the national co-ordinating committee, the national leadership, state
co-ordination, the leadership of the Central - Co-operatives created by the !
encampments, the co-ordimation of the campers and the encampments, [
Between 1994 and 1999, the MST dedicated jtself to deepening organization within
the encampments, concentrating on developing co-operative organizations for those
settled, creating co-operatives of production and regional and local services, The
regional co-operatives form a Central Co-operative and the Centrals are organised at a
national level into the Brazilian Co-operative Federation of Aprarian Reform.

Through the process of encampment people who were marginal and without
perspeclive are now farming citizens, with promised monthly incomes equivalent to
three times the minimum wage ($230, July 2001) and better than those of the rural
population in general. :
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5y’ Iudy 2001 the MST had more than 500 encampments with more than 150 000
fapnilies orpanized throughout the country. And they anticipate they will spread
i embrace all the farming areas.

%ﬁmﬂwﬁ_ogmﬂ concern for the collective goes rmua.mn hand ,.&E respect for the
individual, The sovereign society and group that tries to .wEE respect mo.a the
individuality of the person imposes nothing. H&o groups organize m.nczn.nné Eﬁew_uﬁ
to save fuel and fo achieve a better &mﬁ.oﬁ_ou. of .mocm. Zaénwm._mmﬁ if any %EE@
wishes to cook separately for itself, this decision is respected i:.soE any kind of
pressure. In this way they counteract the feeling of ﬁaoﬂowm naiezm_wmm other and
the feeling that “everything collective™ is good and “everything personal” is bad.

3. LAND REDISTRIBUTION

One of the main headline-grabbing developments of the past year has anms Em
siavasion” of farms in Zimbabwe. 1t provoked much discussion, EE_.__M negative, in
international official and media circles. There it was seen as a contravention of the E_.c
of. Hms.u o movement towards anarchy, a threat to stability and woﬁ.m_ﬁa economic
maoim__, the disruption of agricultural producton. The Soulth African Bm&m .m_._m
business spokespersons feared our economy would, Emocmw _8.& monshubmaom,
suffer a low foreign rating and a resulting shortage of direct .mo_.n_m.z E&.mnsnnr A
concusrent weakening of the rand was regarded as proof of this. .ﬁ:m sentiment was
echoed by govemment spokespersons, who. are so used to begging .moq r.h_n_o&m.om
investment at the table of the capitalists. They would like us all to believe that foreign
investment is the only viable way forward towards growth, increased mEESquau.ﬁ B.xm
prosperity. The SA government was certainly concemed that potential capitalist
investors should see that South Africa was keeping a clean roﬁw.. A ».oi. tocal
ontbreaks of “invasion” were dealt with summarily. Even ﬂomx_ victims p.oowEm to
oceupy a piece of dry Jand in the heart of 2 wet winter were hastily sent packing.

President Mugabe himself was insistent that what was happening in Nwﬂvm_uéa was
part of the process of land redistribution from the mnEma to his laod-starved
population, in line with his selfproclaimed socialist erientation. But .rm. :aa,,anrn_mmm
expected the process to be carried through by means -of compensation paid to the
expropriated Zimbabwean landowners by the British government. Many saw his nﬂ.m
motivation as being an attempt to hold onto power in the midst of the sharp economic
decline that his couniry was going through. The widespread drive towards land
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ownership was clearly a desperate attempt at survival on the part of a population
facing enormous hardship.

Background

The whole land redistribution question needs to be viewed against the background of
the economic realities of the capitalist system. Those who try to make a living by

working the land are finding that it has become harder and harder to do so
successfilly. The difficulties they face have intensified a hundredfold in a world forced

to yield more and more to the dictates of neoliberalisim and globalisation.

Falling prices for agrienltural products, brought about by the market power wielded by
the big indastrialised nations, is one side of the problem. The other side is the rising
cost of inputs ~ fertilizers, machinery, interest on loans, the fees of middlemen —,
which is also related to dependence on the goods and services provided by the
industrialised nations. Without the intervention of the state, in the form of low- or no-
interest loans, subsidies, protective tariffs, most small-scale farmers are doomed to
failuge.

But neoliberalism demands preeisely that the State withdraw this assistance.é On the
other hand, the large commercial farms owned by wealthy farmers gain from
economics of scale, access to greaier amounts of capital (which makes greater
mechanisation possible), greater flexibility to ride out seasonal and climatic setbacks,
cheap labour (from the former peasant farmers who bave now been dispossessed),
ownership of more productive land, among other advantages. They are therefore able
to run commercial agricultural businesses more or less profifably. World agnculture
seems to be separated into these two calegories: the struggling, impoverished peasant
faxmer and the prosperous land baron.

It is sherefore guite clear thai the mere possession of land, far from being a boon will
in the vast majority of cases merely doom the owners to lifetimes of inordinately hard
work, frustration and poverty. Land restitution, grants or occupation for the purposes
of agricultural use must be assessed in this context. :

A Solution to Unemploysaent? .

The same applies to the hoped-for utilisation of land to end the scourge of
mnemployment. Unemployment is a major problem experienced especially by
developing countries. It is perhaps the single most important and basic underlying

€ Even though farmers in America and Europe are heavily subsidised.
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cause of their multitude of problems: poverly, EE_EE.mo: and starvation,
landlesspess, houselessness, crime, inadequate health and education systems, .
v< e hard to orcate, however, in 2 world of technologically advanced, high capital

i feneive industrial and commercial undertakings. The demand for mere ﬁwm_.b&
ﬂwﬁﬂwmﬂﬂwﬁ?&w«ﬁﬁ@. The demand for mem has increased. Literally billions of
ﬁnovﬁ who have 16 access to education and training have become mEan_o%mEm. a:mm
" even if they could by some miracle quickly attain the necessary skills they would still
not soive fheir unemployment problem since the demand for skilled labour is not
endless. The new technology of production, using maiam icn_.ﬂa for greaier output, is
. wwmn_ﬁw restricted by market demands. The market, which drives Eon:mnoz under the
.mevm.m:a.mﬁﬁa. periodically becomes ammﬁoa:.q o

Could the redistribution of land be a solution? As we have seen in the circumstances
outlined above it is naive to believe that simply m.?w.m the citizens of a country their
own portions of r.Em could make them successfully and ﬁﬂcmconé_w employed and
thus solve the Eognmw of unemployment. Sure, land possession could open the door

but very much more than mere possession is required.

1

,_.Ew has aa.nmm.&w. cnmn. the experience of the mew Nmsdmﬁimma ﬁmm_mma mmasaa.v since
. ﬂ..nm_.n government just does not have the means to subsidise their inputs. .H..wﬁ. is why
representatives of the United Nations Development Programme and the Zimbabwean
, momm:umnmr who are at present working on “a programme to deal with Tand
- distribution”, are also covering “questions of the resources you w..o:_a wmmn to H.auwo
.-sure that those people who would be new farmers succeed in their work”.? The likely

_.outcome of these negotiations will be provide just about enough support for these

farmers to make it possible for them to sustain a miserable living. And cves this
support will probably dry up soon because the cutrent of world neoliberal policy is

i i i tion in the economy. For the
.- moming against government support ».,2 .p.ﬁm intervention eCo ]
. reason that Zimbabwean “land redistribution” is firmly situated within the ambit of

neoliberalism and is subject to its dictates, it is therefore severely flawed and wnlikely
to succeed. , :

Coliectives

i ed by the
7 This d RES;EH@E&:&Engmwmmwg:mnﬂﬂugg&nwo&mwnmmagnﬁem& 3
aﬁwﬂdﬁﬂ Wm:ﬁpnm: moro specifically that all those who can affacd to buy the goods and services have alt n_mﬁ
{hey require, Tn a world in wihich currently 3 billion people are living in poverty (World Bank figure) and have
very little to spend even on basic rieeds it is easy to see how tho market demand for production and thus for

skilled labour is severely limite],

#This was reparted by President Mbeki on his retura froim the resent Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) at Coolum in Australia and appeared it the Argus of 6 March 2002,
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But poor people are nevertheless being given or are themselves occupying land in an
attempt to gain relief from their poverty where no other solution seems available.
Impoverishment resulting from the implementation of Structural Adjustment
Programmes (Saps) and other aspects of the neoliberal modet is a world-wide reality.?
This experience of impoveriskrent and the turning to lasd for relief has often given
rise 1o collective socio-cconomic action in the rural areas of many countries. We have
atready given an account of the Moverent of Landless Rural Workers {MST) in.
Brazil. In Argentina the MML (Agricultural Women.in Struggle Movement) came into
existence in the mid-1990s, initially as a support and confrontational group to assist
smalt and medinrm-sized farmers threatened with dispossession.’® By the end of 2001
the MML had grown to become a national organization, forming a part of networks
that organize collective projecis and participate in joint actions, thus oreating sympathy
and solidarity in different social worlds: womsn’s, religious, university organisations.
In Latin America the MML has contact with many organisations, including the
Brazlian MST, (It was also represented at the World Social Forum of Porto Alegre,
which is discussed in another article in this issue.) “Meetings like this represent a very
mnportant advance, since they are oriented toward placing the struggle in a broader
global context. ™

Mezxico

One of the best known of these collective responses to poverty asd landlessness is
probably the Zapatista uprising in the Chiapas region of Mexico. The Mexican State
had over the years adopted rural policies to serve the interests of the land barons. For
example, land allocated to peasant farmers would be of a steep and vneven nature,
thus preventing them from making an adequate living from their own crops. “Although
Jand distribution ... responded to the peasants™ own demands, it also helped guarantee
a cheap, reliable labour force to the owners of coffec plantations in the Soconusco, Just
to the west.”2 After an official policy of divide-and-rule had been attempted for a
number of decades, people came together in the Lacanddn jungle from different parts
of Chiapas and Mexico. What united them was their poverty and their need to find a
common solution. They discussed their experiences amidst great mtual tolerance for a

? In his examination of the effect of neoliberal refonns in Mexico Thomas J Kelly comes to the conclusion that
“increased poverty may have been a consequeace of the reforms™ in spite of the &ict that “advocates of
neoliberal reform have argued that the rural poor should hesmefit from it,” {Meoliberal Reforms and Rural
Poverty, LATIN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES, Issue 118, May 2001, 84-103)

10 dn recent doeades a large number of small and medium-sized famas have disappeared... Betwoen the 1969
and the 1988 censuses the number of fanms of 200 hectares or less declined from 428 000 to 282 000, (LATIN
AMERICAN PERSPECIIVES, Issue 121, November 2001, 38-53) '

1 LATIN ARSERICAN PERSPECTIVES, ibid.

12 Civil Disobecience and Rejection, ZATINV AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES, Issua 117, March 2001, 93-118,
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] «orld views and political and religious ideologies. Peasant orgawsations,
NMMMWcM mﬁ,.wmwm and trade :m?cq_ﬁm.inwm formed taking mrn Em_on. of the g&aga
community. A political movement evolved ‘that combined Indian cmmoﬁmﬁ and
memibers of a Maoist-oriented organization known as Politica Popular.™? “In turn,
thege shared views converged to shape a vo:.mnw_..ﬂ:_zmg movement that dramatically
highlighted the failure of the neoliberal ‘utopia”.™*

"One of the main reasons uftimately why the poor cannot change their condifions is that

they are not in government. The poor of the world are wot represented in
government, neither nationsl, nor provingeial, nor local. .F.o H.soﬁ_aamm n.oiﬁ%
collective action by rural conmmumities may, however, be the beginning of their journey
towards achieving that representation. _

4. THE EMERGENT ANTI -CAPITALIST MOVEMENT

Intreduction o
It 1999 the mass media invented a new phrase: “anti-capitalism™. It flashed aeross the

world with the protest. in Seattle on 30th November mm.i rmm nnam_.h.ﬁﬁ_ E the news
since then. The last 2 years have seen a number of mobilisations against international
capitalism. Washington (Aprit 2000), Millau (fune 2000), ?.EgEdo .mmnuﬁscnu
2000), Seoul (October 2000}, Nice (December 2000), émmrﬁmﬂcw again (January
mgd and Quebec City (April 2001) have all seen protests of one kind or another. In
addition there have been the protests at Davos against the World mcou.oa_n Forum and
.the Siege of Genoa in July 2001. Ten years after the supposed final triumph of qu_.amn
capitalism with the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the USSR, a growing

_number of people are rejecting the capitalist system.

: of confronting capitalist organisations at crucial meetings and forums has
qu”mmﬂa»wnw mMzmMmouﬁm of mam meonﬁ order to the fore. Prior fo wmmEn 9».3 was an
organised effort on the part of activist groups to stage mn.m. co-ordipate their protests.
Several not-so-spectacular efforts prepared the ground. Initially there was the work _”..m
intellectual development (analyses, argmments, alternative proposals). It gave a solid

17 Difforing Responses by Mam Peasants to the Zapitista Rebellion, LATIN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVES,

Isswe 117, Mach 2001, 98-119.
1 Thid
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base to the movement, encouraged self-confidence among activists, established a tone
of authority in the media, and finally generated a spirit of offensive against the
upholders of pec-liberalism. The most impertant conkibution ~ of universal
significance — of this movement against capitalist globalization is that it has broken the

feeling of resigmation and political impotence which massively affected the popular
classes and activist circles and that it has restored cohesjon and perspective to a

resistance which rever really ceased.
The Composition of the Protest Groups

The make-up of the groups that have acted on the protest stage has been incredibly
diverse, as have the Jocations at which the protests have taken place.’s At Quebec
(April 2001), during the Summit of the Americas meeting, 40-60 000 people tumed out
to show opposition fo the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas (FTAA), which was
on the agenda of the meeting. The composition of the groups that have protested at
Seattle, Genow, Prague, Washington, Davos and other meetings has incladed ali sorts
of ideological sources and a heterogenecus collection of activists: odious debt
campaigners, environmentalists, dependency economists, animal rightists, survivors of
the *60s, anarchist street fighters, members of NGOs, supporters of various Third-
World solidarity movements, trade unjonists and socialists. One result of the
wnification of the opposition groupings has been the formation of the World Social
Forum (WSF), which has met at Porto Alegre in Brazil for the Jast 2 years and the
International Meeting of Social Movements which met in Mexico City in August 200% .
{See the article on the WSF below.)

The Consequences of Neo-Liberal Capitalism

What is of importance to all observers of movements of social change is why these
events took place and what circamstances prevailed at the time that they did.

1% The anti-capitalist movement, in the opinion of cne of the many writers on the subject, is composita. ..
confused... conteadictory, But Alex Callinicos says: Since the demonstrations that caused the collapse of the
World Trade Osganisation ministeriat meoeting at the end of November 1999, there has crystalized i the
advanced capitalist countries & politically active minority that secs global capitalism as the source of the
World's ills. & is this sense of totality, of the system ftsolf being at fault, that distinguishes this new anti-
capitalist movemeat from campaigns that focus on specific issues and ghievances.” ..
The anti-capitalist movement manifests itself along four dimeusions - protest demonstrations, 2 broader
chaoge iz the politicat climate, the formation of new political milieux and an intellectual shifi, R
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* gapitali ienced. ten years unchallenged as a world economic
o wc@m»awwmawwﬂn.wmg mwxw»n%%mm“a:mswm:n was the dominant player, via the
NMMMWEE Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank and Ew 49,& Trade Oﬁm&»mﬂ%:
(WTO) in controlling world trade. Tt had Eﬁwn. m_oem_ﬁnﬁow mmm.Em EMSMMQH Emm
world’s economic ills. But the so-called ‘rickle down e ect 0  SSanomio
development (such as there was!) had not Ec.mam. and the world’s poor n
getting poorer and the rich (nations) were getting richer.

There were stronger controls and greater pressure on the QH&%& ummcuﬂmﬂwmﬁmﬂm
i i i romotion
roductive. There was a huge increase in ihe prt
- gmnqwh_mu wm agriculture. There was massive imvestment In technology .mnn
w___m.pnﬂaaninmmosm. Finance capital was having a field day with ?Eun.mu %ﬂﬁﬁﬂw
mmgﬂa buys, currency speculation. Privatisation of State assels and infra-struch

organs increased globaily.

. d m _. f the multinationals
factors and many others led to the greater power o :
MMMM MM“..M&& and their ever-growing effect on the lives of EEMEM of ummw_am .mﬂﬁm
; i arkets) had spawned a bost ©
ve for more profits (ard more ﬁaomBEn m ( .
”MMMMMMMM mmﬁgﬁ strata of society. These victims started taming M_M at the “mm_wowmm
i i i i i ition to the exces
;. their common rallying point being their opposit a ]
Eo%MWE The- (first-werld) workers, faners, mmwﬁ..nwaﬁm.m:nﬁ gﬁmuaauﬁwma.
WQMO T€] m. and trade unionists were there because in all of their aoBon.HmmEm they were
unable wa_ challenge or deter the rampant gmm.ummomam from their plundenag
programmes of self-serving expansion apd consuopiion.

irse- Workers
M._“M“ MMM.HMu a leading member of the Socialist Workers” Party (SWP) of England,
‘commented as follows:
; 2 tonds w0 ireat w i ixi the privileged

i tendency to treat workers in advanced coumiries as e ey

M.wmw._wo“w%a with n_w« system. The fact that they usually have rather Emwa.n _%Bm
standards than the great majority of Third World’s peoples seems to confitm this view.
(This view is faulty since it} ..rests on 2 failure to analyse how m”_m system works.
Capitalist firms are driven to accumulate surplus value, and so they invest where they

can most profitably exploit people. At the begmning of the 21st century that -

i i i d 2 handfil of “newly
ent 'is concentrated in the @n&mnwh countries an .
.ﬁm“ﬂmmmgm countries”. Tt is here that capitalists find Qm.m ﬁ.@ can most nm.mmw tap
surolus value. This is because labour in the advanced countries 1s more ancoa,.a EEM.
aﬁ.wirama and therefore more productive of surplus value, for & whole varety o
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historical reasons (the established accumulations of capital, transport, emergy, water
and communications infrastructures, big pools of literate and numerate Jabour Tesulting

from four or five gencrations of compulsory education},

113

Often under capiialism those who are the vmm.mm.# are not those who are the most
sxploited, but those who have been cast aside by the (ongoing) development of the
system. This is true of the long-ferm unemployed, whose poverty comes from the fact
that capitalism dees not find it profitable to employ and exploit them. ¥t is also true of
very large numbers of the poor in giant cities of the Third World, who suffer because
capitalism does not allow them to have more than intermittent access to the means of
making a livelihood for themselves and profits for it. Their pitiable existence is a
massive indictment of the system, but the wellsprings that keep the system going lie
elsewhere, among the workers it employs. And its drive to increase competitiveness
and raise profits necessarily leads to repeated clashes with them.”

Objectives and Strategy

In assessing the strengths and direction of the present anti-capitalist movement, one
must certainly recognise the moral-symbolic victories at Seaitle, Quebec and Genoa,
where the imperialist institutions” mcetings were disturbed, but their functioning
continued. These moral victories have galvanised the opponents of capitalism 1o begin
the imposition of the political debate. The meetings at Mexico City (August 2001) and
Porto Alegre (January 2002) have shown that there is an understanding of the need to
evaluate mobilising actions and o create contmon objectives and strategies.

Of course this is no easy task, given the disparate nature of the collective COmponents
of anti-globalisation forces. The challenge that faces the architects of opposition to
capitalism at these forums is to shift the emphasis from purely {mess) activism to one
of fundamental opposition. In doing so, it is. hoped, the emergence of class-
consciousness and solidarity will also strengthen the bond with workers” movements
across the planet. It is this link with the workers” movements that is seen by many
Socialist writers as the crucial defining direction which must be chosen for the
movement to achieve progressive gains against capitalism,

Although there has been successful collaboration with trade wnions, Francois
Vercammen of the United Secretariate of the Fourth Tnternational says, “.__in all cases,
we have to note that it is the mass of workers, driven to defend their conditions of
daily existence, who form the majority social force.” And: “It is necessary to start by .
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deploying a full analysis of the conditions of exploited labour (not defined by direct
membership of the traditional labour movement) so that the maovement mmmE.wﬂ
globalisaiion and the radicalized youth takos up the class struggle. The “sew™
working, insecurely employed or unemployed youth — super-exploited, in any event —
will undoubtedly be a component. In addition it is vital to reconstitute the unity of the
proletariat on an international scale.”

Of course the agents of Troperialism have not stood still while the “anti” movement bas
gone throngh its birth-pangs. It has employed the same tactics as have been used in
thousapds of instances throughout the history of stroggle: It has criminalised the
politically radical currents and it has co-opted the collaborationist currents. The
criminalisation took the strategy of employing massive State resources in opposing and
subduing demonstrators with brute force wherever and whenever they took to the
streets. Co-option took the route of engaging the movemwent in dialogue on human
rights issues, environmental control, child labour, talking about talks of Third-World
debt cancellation, re-introducing the imposition of the Tobin Tax!% and many other
issues that capitalism is quile able to incorporate as adjustments to ifs operational plan,
but without having to change the blueprint, that is, changing Capitalism #self, So,
much care and examination has to be exercised when dealing with parcels of refonm
that capitalism delivers for tactical reasons and under extreme pressure,

The Wave and Tide Effect

It is also iraportant to look at the dynamic of change, a topic that was discussed at
Conference two years ago. In that discussion we used the analogy of the starting of the
engines of the massive ocean-going vessels. On those vessels a small “donkey” eagine
is first started up. This i tum is used to start up the main engines. If that analogy were
to be updated, we could say that today some of the engines that are required to move
the vessel have been started up, but not sufficient power has yet been generated to get
it moving. Of course, onee movement has been achieved it is equally important that the
direction of movement is the one that has been chosen by the “captain™. At present the
“anti” movement is in the process of gaining momentum and determining its direction.
It has the advantage that it has generated a “wave” of support, and history has shown
us that these waves of straggle can have farreaching effects: successes of some
groups have prompied others to struggle, and associated with this is a generalisation
and radicalisation of people’s ideas. People who had been non-political or a-political

16 A tax proposed twenly-two years ago by James Tobin of0,05% oa all intemational reonetary transactions.
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got involved in the movement, saw that they could change society and had the power
to force change in society.

The general rise of struggle does not however lead awtomatically to the clarification of
ideas. So the importance of a political plan and agenda is paramount, to generate from
the wave a tide. A tide of movement that is strong enough to move the largest vessel,
to revolutionise society, not only reform it.

REFLECTIONS ON THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM

The Social Ferum Phenomeren

The phenomenor of the social forum greeted the world with the anti-World Trade
Organisation (WTO) demonstrations that erupled at Seatfle in 1999. At that time some
sceplics, selecting what they wanted to see, down-graded the actions as the work of
the US labour aristocracy merely demanding a place of privilege ‘in the WTO
negotiations. Ever since then, however, whether at the Washington International
Monetary Fund (IMF)/World Bank meetings of the following year, or at Davos over
the Warld Economic Forum anaual pilgrimage, or at Prague, or at Okinawa, or in the
economic bail-outs in Brazil and Thailand, or indeed recestly at Genoa during the G8
copference, prowing interventions by representatives of “The Wretched of the Earth”
have accompanied these meetings of the nilers of the wordd.

From the outsef they have taken a straight anti-capitalist direction, ranging from the
labour right across the left-moving spectrum of the ecological activists, anti-colonial
partisans, mass-based NGOs, anti-Aids fighters, women’s organisations, youth groups,
indigenous people, land/peasant movements. In short, women and men fighting for the
entry of social justice into the political struggles of our time have congregated and
coalesced into a world movement which has come to identify ifself as the “Social
Movement”. This movement has taken on the hue of anti-capitalism. It has
particularly identified neo-liberalism as the enemy of mankind. Its specific areas of
thrust have revolved among a mmnber of issues in the political economy, but in some
these bave combined into a growing potent anti-capitalist and mun.ﬁvqnmwm" monna

The articulation of such issues will be examined below. :

The Durbar Social Forum
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In August 2001 this character of the social conflict came in a most interesting way to
demonstrate itself as both a social mobilizer and a social educator in South Afiica. It
will be recalled that this was on the occasion of the helding of an International
Conference on Racism by the UN Commitiee for Human Rights in Durban. At that
time, political forces on the social left in all countries identified the following issues for
attention:

(i) stavery as the foundation of both capitalisia and Eﬁmza_ma

(f) the historically evolved indebtedness of the poor countries as a reproductive
agency for racism in the current political economy;

(iii) the colonial system as a strategy for the under-development of four-fifths of the
world population,

Around those three basic issues specific demands of an economic and polifical
character were formulated, whose effect was designed cunmlstively to obviate and
redress the baneful effects of racism. In a deeper sense the debate sought to identify
racism with the capitalist system of produsction and distribution, Cver historical time
Capitalism, thanks to its commitment to the motive of individual profit, was seen to be
a universal instrement fashioned for the creation of inequality among people, carving
them not just into corporations and workers, but indeed into social classes on the basis
of which the dominant class employed its position to exploit, restrict and exclude the
rest, from both the sources of production and the benefits of the productive process. In
living situations such domination and exclusion had occurred within the metropolitan
nations of the West and had been extended with even more ruthless effects to the
deprived and colonised nations of the South. All along the dominant classes of
Capitalism had clothed themselves in the salubrious garb of friumphant privilege as a
racial caste whilst at the same time pursuing policics of inder-development in some
form or other of economic slavery in the colonised populations. -

1t is within such a differentiated relationship that societies in the South were driven to
walk the tight rope of debt {of one type or another), in order to effect their recovery. In
reality debt begot deeper debt. These issucs were of course tzken wp by the
governments of the ex-colonial South. Over months of bargaining, these governments
fiittered away all principles on these matters in order fo grind cut an agresment with
the imperialist governments until not a single issue remained standing on which to form
acredible. basis for a reconfiguration of the international mman rights relationships.
No subsequent intergovernmental programme of any sort has emerged from that sorry
process of negotiation around basic principles between the senior capitalists and the
jumior capitalists of the world. On the other band, among the impoverished classes in
South Africa this debate has bad the most profound effects. The discourse opened
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above has arficulated itself info all the areas of want in the political economy of the
country:

o intey the areas of Iandlesspess and agrariap under-developroent;

= the area of housing, health and sanitation deprivation;

= the area of education and cultural mmﬂﬂcmaoa

» and the areas of unemployment, depressed incomes, Hos, moﬁm_ grants for the aged
and for children, in other words, general poverty;

- and an overall inability to build up an economy that can sustain both itself and the
citizenry without relying on the global charity of the world capitalist system.

Among the poor in our country the extension of this debate led directly to the
convocation of the Durban Social Forum. ‘Here these social struggles were woven into
cach other. They went further to hold hands with kindred problems in other countries
of the South:

« Palestinians fighting on the same terrain in the Middle East;

» South Americans and people from the Caribbean Islands fighting in mﬁ areas of
rucial exelusion and ecological debt;

« people in Southern Africa attaching problems of Apartheid-caused debt to Eo:. social
issues;

- impoverished classes throughout Africa and Asia standing on the same platform,

- partisans in the Northern couniries continuing their stand-off with Capitalism.

Common to 2l these forces was a specific critique of the current neo-liberal specificity
in the economic system. This is the platform which drew a mass mobilisation which
resulied in the march of over 20 000 people in the streets of Durban on 28 August
2001 and a huge Tally at Rooipark. The reverberations of that march continue to ignite
new ideas and cause not a fow stones in the social thought in this country.

The Senth African Secial Forum

A number of social movements in the country had been responsibie for setting up the

structure which had established the Durban Social Forum (that is to say, a purely

South Afiican initiative separate from the soctal movements ihat came to join in from

other countzies). Among these movements were

« those committed women’s strggles against exclusion, abuse and social deprivation;

= those rural people who find themselves landless and .wov_nmm and have identified land

recovery and redistribution as the fonntainhead of an agrarian reform movement which
will “allow people who live on the land to live by the Jand”. This E.cnam will link up

the, ﬁnomcnm of land and revenue with an industrial impetus;
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» those who are at the centre of the anti-privatisation drive now getling under way in
the metrapolitar cities (Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg), whether this privatisation
be in the delivery of municipal services (a la Egoli 2000) or the delivery of power and
water services or some other such move in the big univessities of the urban centres;

= those as well who suifer from the ravages of (he heusing deprivation in the urban
cenfres, are evicted from public housing units, or become victims of corporate or
gentrification housing schemes or are ground into the dust in the sub-economic housing
situations of social neglect in the townships;

= those at the cutting edge in the anti-privatisation drive of Escom and water services;

- those embroiled in health and samitation struggles, incloding the HIV-Aids

catastrophe;
= those involved in the work of mass-based NGOs and CBOs.

All the partisans in the structures strupggling around these issues, together with a
marginal element in the trade’ union movement and others from the broad anti-debt
struggle, had taken responsibility not only to form the Durban Social Forum, but also
1o write up its manifesto on August 28

The leaderships of these formations took a further look ahead in the social straggle.

They began to deliberate the formation of a South Afican Social Forum (SASF). They -

have been joined in this eaterprisc by groups working in the anti-war solidarity

movement, specifically supporling the struggle of the Palestinian people for national -
liberation. This is the forum which seeks o co-ordinate and cement futo one nationai :

effort all the conflicts in the social middle. The debate in favour of creating such a
forum is still continuing. It is now being given additional urgency by problems arising
from two other areas:

1. Ts the arrival of the serialised continental challenge by the neo-fiberal governments
n Afiica finally going by the name of the New Fartnership for Africa’s Development
(Nepad)? More will be said on this shortly.

2. The other sowrce of forward movement on the matter of a SASF is the recent
establishment of an African Social Forum at Bamako on 9 January 2002,

The African Secial Forum

The African Social Forum was formally established in an AH African Conference held
at Bamako in Mali on 5 — 9 January 2002. Participants in this forum were people
-working in different networks and social movements on the continent. Some of the
prominent thematic areas of participation were the following: culture, trade, debt,
women, land and agrarian reform, Nepad and development finance, the State and
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democratic govemance, ecological justice, structural adjustment programmes in the
economy, war and socfal disintegration.

Through these themes it became pessible to evamine the evolution of colonialism and
neo-colonialism in Africa, especially since 1945, The throads of this evolation were
gathered around the articulation of the capitalist system from the moment that it had
received significant challenge from the forces of national liberation after World War I,
The ways in which colonial policy found new life were given full exposure in the
thematic analysis. The strands of exploitation and exclusion became knit together
even more tightly in the structural adjustment programmes from 1970 onwards, It
became clear to the South African participants that the debate on neo-liberaliem was
rouch more advanced, far sharper and more clearly defined in the rest of the continent.
In this country the question of the Growth, Employment and Redistribution (Gear)
policy as our own home-grown Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) is still a
subject of controversy, even in the radical sections of soclety. This shows that the
social movement in this country is still straggling to differentiate itself completely from
the discourse of national liberation and the mationalist liberal dogma. It is interesting fo
note that in these circles official pettifogging is casily able to throw in the fable of the
Redistribution ard Development Programme (RIDP) and the emerging reality of Gear
into an argument which stymies analytical thought and arrests pecple in the move to
decide whether the RDP “was superior” to Gear and/or the latter is a continuation of
the former, or vice versa. Afticans to the north of us are well aware already that a
social democratic propramme such as the RDP was the harbinger of nec-liberal SAP
such as Gear and that both were expressions of imperialist economic policy. They find
it even easier therefore to break this down to the tidier intelleciual areas of theme, as
specified above. It is importaat, however, to qualify this estimate of the siate of
thought on the continent with an understanding that the African social movements as a
whole still lack a mass following as the push-factor for their ideclogical growth. In
contrast, in Latin America there 15 a high level of discourse with a social movement
behind if. ;
Three principal ontcomes of the Bamako conference were:

+ co-ordinated African participation in the World Sociat Forum;

* a well-defined All African opposition to Nepad,;

+ a call for the convocation of national social forums in every country on the continent,

The World Social Forum « .

A golden thread unites the historie Durban Social Forum, the South African Forum and
the World Social Forum. its dialectics nonetheless are that none of these movements
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travels in a straight line nor moves in incremental aggregates. Deeper social forces in
the ion_a wcmmn& economy of omﬁmm:ma bave the effect of letting the global impact
on the Iocal, thus jolting e latter to raise its head to proportions that will counter the

ravenous awim in the giobal. When small nmal producers near Empangend seize Jand

* and convert it into 2 regional economic use value with an industrial spur, they by that

act alone challenge not just the local agents of neo-liberal policy, but, to be sure, they
put to the test the predations of US imperialism which would stifie tndustrial action in
South Africa and convert South Africa’s rural dwellers into idle recipients of
genetically modified agricultural products from giant American agricnlfural enterprises.
It is such tiny local impulses that find an ideological echo and ally in a multiplicity of
themselves and others in associated social struggles inside an international
combination called the world sccial fonm. Through this the energy of one tiny

- peasant is multiplied a million-fold in both thought and action. In other words, a

consistent land redistribution and sgrarian revolution in South Africa immediately
comes up against the mm.sa_zﬁ_ policy of United States imperialism at home together
with ifs articulation in the areas of industrial policy, frade relationships and foreign
:mb.g_cE& political deployment.

An Estimate of The World Sacial Forum (WSF)

The background to the organisation of the World Social Forum was the increasing
collaboration over common problems of some nine local social movements in Brazil.
Some of these formations had already started their political co-operation within the
broad structures of the Brazilian workers® party (PT). There is no doubt that the
recent anti-capitalist mobilisations elsewhere in the world referred to above hoped to
influence things. Nor any doubt that a strong South American riposte was deemed
urgent to an international financial and politival policy that was being generated by the
World Economic Forum at Davos on an anuual basis. The Brazilian organising
committee and the international advisory comuniltee were quick to réalize that neither a
Brazilian nor a South American response to Davos was adequate. They saw clearly
and soon that a proper reply to Davos Jay in the international arena, Hence the World
Social Forum.

Some very militant “LeR” Tnterationalists have dubbed the WSF “a popular front of
anti-globalisation nationalists”. Quite apart from this patent misunderstanding of
popular frontism, which mixes up nationalists together with internationalists in a
consistently anti-capitalist combination, it is very strange that some people have so
quickly forgotten that dark hole in which a socialist reply to imperialismn was buried

‘politically after the crash of the USSR and the Soviet System in 1991, True enough,

Stalinism had dug the grave but imperalism snuffed ont the last breath of life from the
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body and buried the comse. Triumphantly infensifying its neo-liberal assault on the
whole world by means of a globalisation policy camied out under the aegis of its well-
known iriad — IMF, WB and WTO ~, imperialism now reintroduced itself to the world
as the last world in history, the very end of buman history. No other political and
ecoRONHC existence was possible or imaginable. The retorl of the WSF in January
2001 rang out sharp: “No, you lie! Another werld is possible!”

It is certainly true that the WSF as it stands today is a world movement in its infancy.
Tt is also a world movement in transition. And there is no doubt that if is the strongest
challenge to the domination of world capital ever since the fall of the Third
International — virtually in-1928. It has started off at a lower level than that aupust
body, probably at a level similar to that maintained by the First Tuternational in its
cavlier all-inclusive phase. The cardinai difference with the latter body, however, will
be that whilst the anti-capitalist programme of the working man looked to a post-
capitalist fature, the political process of the nationalists within its fold was still giving
birik to capitalist regimes in Italy, Germany and Austzia. Furthermore, that body was a
purely European affair. The WSF on the contrary takes the stupgle against the very
highest forms it the economic political policy of capitalisin as its point of departure.
Where it takes the neo-liberal critique politically and how it renders conquests on all
its vital indices lie at the centre of a process of maturation for the World Social Forum,
In addition, the Jatter prefigures 2 struggle against global capitalism on a world ‘scale.
In oomn.m.mmmn:omcu to the “Final Destination” ﬁuﬂauanm by _Bvaﬁurmﬁ it posits the
utopia of Another World.

Issue-Based Precess .

The World Social Forum wmm a highly anogwmm_mnm process of events. Public events
are preceded by a two-day meeting of the international committee. This is a plenary
session of delegates from a specified group of organizations from all over the io.um,
The sessions deal with problems of general framework including 'a broad
programmatic thrust, compendium of rules, organizational procedures and designation
of organizational challenges. AH these framework or policy matiers indicate a thrust
consistent with the neo-liberal critique, separating the social forum forces completely
from those of the world economic forumn and mapping out a route and principles in
diametric opposition to that followed by the forum of Davos. Even on conjunetival
issues such as those produced by the events of September 11, the lives of strategic
thought are I disagreement.,

It is impossible within a brief survey such as this one to go into more than an indicative
modicum of the contents of the WSF. This year’s event, for example, took place over

3
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five full days. Tt consisted of conferences, personal testimonies, workshop seminars
youth camps, cultural engagements, international addresses, theatrical Eomnnnoam”
public iribunals, iniernational solidasity rallies and marches, svents of sopigl
movements and live electronically transmitted international exchanges, Conferences
covered such diverse subjects as, inter alia, the capitalist production process, trade
relationships, human rights, racism and exclusion, the external debt, the State, civil
soeiety interventions in political life, the current state of socialism and globalisation.

A sampie of the seminars includes the following subjects: women and Iabour, frade
unions and labowr rights, globalisation and unemployment, the right to work, debt and
reparations, food security under globalisation, free trade agreements, agriculture and’
genetically modified organisms, war and peace.

A. sample of the workshop discussions covers the following subjects: tanguage and
identity, moral harassment at work an invisible threat o health, health for ali
medicinal plants and alternative therapies, teacher training and educational womnmomu
psychosocial rehabilitation, the reality of globalisation, outline of an alternative Eom_m
economy, people’s capitalism, universalisation of public services, an end to
privatisation and an alterative for workers, state reform and its consequences for the
public service. .

Logistically the WSF took place in five different sites. Each activity was conducted
antonomonsly by an organisation or network, It was up to the network to select its
own platform of speakers or lecturers, Al of this allowed for the sprouting apd
blooming all over Porto Alegre of the broadest possible range of radical thought,
Some of it was socialist; some anarchist; some environmental with a socjal Justice
base; some workerist and/or labour-based; some reflecting rural radicalism; some
feminist with a socialist content; some even Tight wing (of the socialist movement)
Socia! Democratic. "

All of this discourse reflected the deep concemns organisations and social movements
have over the organisation, direction ard effects of the current economic model. It can
hardly be doubted too that such concerns make a contribution to thinking on the future
of mankind, that is to say, the politics of our present stggles. Far from there existing
amonolithic “line” offering an instruction to the working classes of the world from on
high, this forum allows the people to think as differently as they may in the course of
struggle. A clear school of democratic socialist thought and action is being built over
time in the course of concrete class struggles. The prognostications, plans and
alternatives that find expression in the social forum will be some of the weapons of
social struggles - today in Argentina, tomorrow in Angola and the next day in Nepal,
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All these theatres of struggle will digest, validate or cast aside some of the lescons
being fearnt today. In that way the WSF becomes an instrument in fertilizing the ideas,
thomghts and actions of men and women in the nnprecedented crisis that grips the
world today. This is why it is wrong for people to pretend that the WSF is some kind
of popular front on the one hand, or others demand of it that it should be a monolith of
finished scieatific wisdom. 1t is rather a political response {o two main phenomena:

= the crisis of capitalism on 2 world scale; ’ :

+ the collapse of the socialist response to capitalism 10 years ago.

As a political formation in transition it is laying down the most democratic
foundations for the growth of workers® and peasants” movements during our time, ' It-is
also combining most beantifully the issues of class, gender and race as our principal
rejoinder fo capitalist exclusion, . .

Mobilizations '

The WSF was also the occasion for perbaps the largest social and political
mobilizations i recent times. A Palestinian Solidarity Forum became the root of
conferences, seminars, workshops and interviews on the Palestinian question. These
were followed by a march and a rally of over 30 000 people,

Yet another buge mobilization took place over the current crisis in Argentina.
Conferences, marches and rallies over the subject took the view that the Argentine
should repudiate its external debt and rebuild the economy of that country on a new
foundation allogether. How could it be that Argentina, the blue-eyed boy of the IMF
and the World Bank a mere ten years ago, the shining example of how best to apply
their structural adjustment policy in a living economy, could fold up so ingloriously?
Another Arsentina beckons.

The social movements also bad their day. These movements include the rural and/or
peasant formations working inside Via Campesino; a number of women’s mass
organisations; youth formations from many countries whose principal problem
revolves around education, jobs and culftural enterprise: workers’ organisations in
many cases brought together in trade unions; a plethora of networks working on- the
probiems of ecological justice, debt and reparations, and on trade. This was the last
major mobilization of the WSF. 1t had been suitably preceded by a most challenging
debate on the question of sacialism during our time. A stirring declaration was issued,
followed by & march of 50 600, ) ‘
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1t has to be admitied that the WSF does not have a built-in structural process that links
it to the various countries where people’s strugples are taking place ripht now.
Whether or not this is desirable is subject fo dehate. It may be preferable, as a process,
to confinue in the coming years to have a major world conference where all the
problems in the various theatres of struggle are put to earnest debate. And it is up to
the partisans of the social struggles to sift and distil from a rich but common fund of
ideas and theoretical contestation thrown ap at such an event what they may find most
applicable in their national situations. Moreover, it is the democratic essence that “100
flowers should bloom’ ‘

Intercontinental Sofidarity

In the international committee of the WSF it was noted as part of historical process
that the WSF continued to draw the majority part of its participation from Brazil and
other parts of South America. With the formation of the African Social Forum, African
participation had grown from 30 persons in 2001 to over 500 in 2002 {(about 100 from’
South Aftica). Participation from the Middle East as well as from the whole of Asia
continned to be token. The formal acceptance of the African Social Forum delegation
was accompanied by a heated debate on the international question. A pertinent theme
in the argument was that without the greatest amount of organisation and solidarity
coming out of Asia and Africa, Latin America alone would never change the werld. On
such a namow foundation it was not possible strategicaily even to carry out
successfully a simple objective for all . the countries of the South, such as debt
repudiation and enforcing the concept and practice of an intemational reparations fund
upon the nations of the North. It was therefore hotly argued and finally agreed that the
countries of Africa and Asia should immediately form an Afro-Asian solidarity
committee in order to help sirengthen the emergence of an Asian Sociat Forum, and a
Middle East Social Foram. In that way growing social forums in Asia, the Middle East
and Africa would continue to learn from their comrades in Lafin Amerca. Thus the
combined struggles in the three continents of the South would keep in tow their fiiends
from the North in the deepening of a world-wide auti-imperialist strugple.

‘Conclusion :

The social formm appears to be En great experience of our times. It is a school of
‘fearning, a forum of dissent and debate, an arena of practical democracy and a
platform for solidarity among ov?omm& and exploited uoognmv groups and social
classes,
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‘conferring of social benefits to larger segments of the population. State: 08

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON NEPAD

From the 1st to the 11tk of July 2002, the South African government is hosting the
Inaugural Conference of the Afiican Union in Durban. The AU is an update of the
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) with more advanced political and economic
features, At a cerfain level it is a re~presentation of Africa to the world in the era of
globalisation. It is fitting, therefore, that on such an occasion the AU will present itself
on the basis of a specific economic programme for the continent, that is to say, one
going by the name New mﬁgﬂmw_ﬁ for Africa’s Development A.Znﬁw&

i

in the 1950s neo-colonial Africa devised very interesting political formulations for its
presentation both to its people and to the test of the world. Leopold Senghor, who died
in France recently, coined the notion of Negzitude as the élan of a liberated Africa.
Kwame Nkrumah demurred and thought rather the new essence of the African was
contained in the African Personality. Others in Africa thought this was conveyed better
by the idea of African Socialism. Kenneth Kaunda discovered a superior expression in
African Humanism. Somewhat later Joseph Mobuthu reincarnated himself (now as
Mobuthu Sese Seko) within a broader African understanding known as Affican
Authenticity. The particular strain of Aftican self- definition put Hous.ma by Steve Biko
as Black Consciousness did lean heavily on the Black Panther monnmncum in the USA,
but belong to the same genre.

The key thing about these redefinitions of African intentions in conditions of a
triumphant Independence Movement revolves around what Mandela in 1994 called
"Building a Better Life For All". Africa’s Independence elite arrived during the heyday
of the Social Democratic or Welfure State Organisation of the World Econonty. Lines
of economic accumulation did carry with them the spur of reconstructing the world
economy {after 1929) on the basis of broad infrastructural innovations E_m._ 3

enterprise subserved corporate energy. Meo-colonial Africa adopted this approac
although it was constrained by its vassal position to far lower thresholds in ¢
delivery, and here both the ruling elite and its State acted like an mmnunw This
phenomenon, which is varfously described as compradorism or “chientism.
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order to disguise this agency feature of both Class and State that it became necessary
to invent some emotive senfimenfs around general Africanism. True enough, even
within those economic constraints, the early Afficen elite devoted its highest budget
allocations to education, health and housing, these being the frontline of a “re-
distributive” impetas, Otherwise the élite squandered disgraceful proporticns of the
national surplus in wild orgies of conspicuons consumption. That era however closed
in 1970. From then onwards the IMFE, World Baok and the Big Corporations of the
West took the helm in economic planning, organisation and delivery.

The Black Night of Structural Adjustment Programmes had amived. It was left to
Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reapgan to carry home ¢ven more consistently, at the
level of National Political Policy, the directions now being dictated by corporate
power.

When in the late 1980s, political changes began to be sipnailed to the South African
ruttng class by World Imperialism, it was in the context of a2 Sounth African economy
which was. also starting to be dominated by ils own large corporations, It is that
dominance that exerted pressure on the Apartheid government to embark from 1979
onwards on a step-by-step dercgulation and liberalisation process in the whole
econopyy. The rules of the IMF-were given as the occasion for changes, until by 1992
the statutory autonomy of the: South African Reserve Bank bad been decided and the
whole Growth, Employment and Redistubution (Gear) policy bad been
comprehensively drafted by that mstitution.

At this tirae the name of Thabo Mbeki had begun to be associated with the evolution
of economic thinking in the ANC. In these quarters the social democratic idea of a
“inixed ecohoiny™ was being developed with the belp of the redirected Trade Union
Movement towards a Reconstraction and Development Programme (RDP), Even more
critically, nevertheless, in 1993 the Transitional Executive Council, of which the ANC
was 2 pari, negotiated a foan with the World Bank on the basis of a secret letter of
intent which promised the Imperfalist World a fiuture democratic dispensation in the
conntry (under the ANC) conduchng a structurally adjusted economic system. In
January 1994 Nelson Mandela was ridiculed by Buropean bankers and politicians at
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Davos for believing that an RDP; together with social democratic nationalisations,
conld be the Toad for a future SA. The contradictory position contained inside the
ANC (Janus-like throngh and throngh) was of course resolved ip 1998 whep the new
ANC (]
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govemnment dusted up the 1992 Gear files of the Apartheid Reserve Bank and
presented them brusquely to the country as non-negotiable national policy.

It should not be doubted that Gear has its basis in the corporate world inside wn.zmg
Africa. The financial and trade liberalisations in that policy reflect corporate entities
controlling a mass of new capital that is not restricted by taxation; companies whose
competitive edge on the world market is enhanced both by new technology mba. by
farger corporate combinations; companies operating on the basis of mb. the EE.EUE
stock markets in the capitalist world; companies whose only toyalty is to limitless
finanicial expansion; companies, above all, on the road to an unprecedented conquest
of the vast African market, sometimes in fierce competition and at other times in crafty
collusion with other giant corporations coming from elsewhere in the capitalist SQ,,_&.
Certainly South African corporations believe that they have a :noaﬁmumﬁg.
advantage” in a swift and mighty invasion of the African continent. These companies
advance into Africa as an impenialist force of invaders. And as such they stand at the
head of a new "Scramble for Africa”.

A component of corporate power in this countty is contained in the privatised
armaments industry. This, together with the new amms deal made by nr.a State, offers
the complementarity of an aggressive State. It should be clearly »mwao_ﬁna m._.mn muo&
power is currently being put at the ready to deal with whatever military nownﬁ__nmﬁoﬁm
might arise on the road to this reconguest of the continent by the forces of financial

and trade neo-liberalism.

Thus begins to emerge before us a very complex situation indeed. m...os._..w African ngo-
liberal policy in Afiica dons the mantle of an aggressive conqueror; inside the country,
however, it plays the role of a prime agency camying out a._n orders .Om the S‘oaa;
Seniors standing behind the multilateral institutions of the Triad — the IMF, the ﬁaw ,
and the WTO. Politically it carries out the orders of the G8 powers at home and on the .
continent. These are the circumstances which have prompted Thabo Mbeki to come up -
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with his own version of the old Africanist traditions, albeit with the blandness of a
farce, named the African Renaissance. This is the pseudo-politico-cultural component
o a serics of coonomic proposals that svolved as the Millennivm  Aftica
Reconstruction Plan (Marp), then the Cmega Plan, later the New Aftican Initiative
(NAT} and today Nepad. In a geo-political sense, the Aftican continent is being
restructured into an African onion; and, for the first time, such a venture is being
presaged on a specific economic doctrine. Whilst the caslier social democratic internal
characterisations of Africa were run with a gamut of cultural essences, their renovated
neo-liberal élan is founded on an integrated economic dogma.

FEATURES OF NEPAD

The point of departure of the observations now to be made must rest on a firm
understanding of the general nmnz...o.nw capitalism outside of the western countries, In
our continent the capitalist system arrived as imperialism. That has been the universal
and permanent feature of that system of production and distribution, in spite of the
configrrations it has bome in the last fifty years.

Alrica and the World

Nepad bases its proposals. on the composition of Africa’s physical and culfural
environments. The main submission is that the continent 1s home to an extremely broad
assoriment of soils, vegetation and strategic minerals, Those have tended to be of
inestimable value in the building up of cconomic life both at home and abroad, Over »
long time, the extractive activities of foreign enterprise (as imperialism) have become
notorions. Intemally these natural resources were used to start up economic
development within Afiican sociefies. An additional question is the manner in whioh
various Afiican culfures have been exploited by Africans and non-Afficans alike,
Nepad suggests that now the time has come for all these resources to be employed in a
manner beneficial to the entire human civilisation. It is enough for us to observe in this
regard that the proposal talks as if the continent exists in a politically neutral
environment. Affica is not an environment where “bumanity” is bound by common
objectives of solidarity; it is split along class lines, with the imperialist impulse
standing at the .head of an exploitative and anti-social mode. It is precisely this
character of the world-wide capitalist organisation that has herded the confinent into
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an abyss of poverty, whilst the principal portion of its resources have been alienated
into foreign plunder.

- The New Political Will of African Leaders

" Nepad then proceeds to outline a common content and strategy among Afiican leaders

(States) providing for the following:

Democratic political regimes
Public institutions that guarantee human rights, accountability and tvansparency

A financial framework that enables the harnessing of natural resources to prospering
agricultural and industrial processes

The building of an integrated human rights culture in educational, health and habitat
programmes

The creation of human relations that eliminate conflict and possibilities of internecine
strife, whilst at the same time enabling a progressive resolution of problems that may
split soeieties.

Nepad churns out thess preseriptions as if they were a matter of moral mEvamm.Eam.. I
thus refuses to lock at the base of social organisations and discover the real historical
factors that bedevil buman relations. Tn particular, it fails to identify capitalism as an
agent for organising and dividing societies into hostile classes. Nepad ..wonm not wnﬁ.w&
that it has come to Africa in the midst of a 30-year disintegration of Afiican economies
at the hands of IMF structural adjustment policies. As a result the injunctions offered
become mere platitudes. ’

Appeals and Targets

An evocative appeal to the Affican Renaissance is ung out to all the peoples of Africa

and their governments to set and achieve the following developmental targets:

Page 35 of 40




L]

7% growih rate for the next 15 years

to work towards meeting social needs

Once Eoﬂw o mgmﬂﬁ. emerges as Nepad seems to believe that there exists a common
purpose between the rich countries (which have the money) and Afii ieti
(which bear the poverty}, » rican sodielies

Bridging the Infrasfructure Gap

The areas where an Emumgmﬁa_ gap has been identified between the rich commiries
and c:ﬁa?.om are _dmm,..w highways, airports, seaports, railways, waterways, and
telecommunication facilitics. The role of governments is .

-

to isolate, develop plans and cost developmental projects around the £2ps

-

to attract foreige credit and aid to address them

to create an enabling environment for private investment finance

to help initiate capacity building

= to bridge the digital divide: investing in information and communication
technologies

« to develop an enerpy strategy fo address the energy needs of the continent

-

to link up health and food security through water development.

Once more the general strategy hangs on a relianee on the "sood i ions"
govermments o._.. the West, and the development efficacy of ?.?m_nm EHMMMMH Mw.mﬁm
what is not being revealed by Nepad, is that, except for the digital _.Eosa.ou.m all Em
above infrastrutural developments were established by the pew African moﬁmam_na
after 1960, but were destroyed precisely by the degradations of neo-liberal polici g
What is new, therefore, that Nepad neo-liberalism brings? poties.

Page 36 o?_o.

fjuraan Resource Developuoent

The same straiegic approach as above has been adopted in the identification of the
ack of human capacity, skills, the brain-drain out of Africa and the marginalisation of
specific sectors of workers. Mo specific non-systemic ideas are supggested to
distinguish the continental sweep of Nepad from the mounicipal policies of Affican

governments in the past thirty years.

.>man=_.p=..n.,

The question of agricultural reform is dismissed without reference to the following:

. The extent of land expropriation and social exclusion on the continent

Qutlining a programme of fundamental land reform; expropriating settler
collectives and redistributing land to the landless and the poor; developing suitable
proprietary forms for production and distribution

Pursuing the revenues from land to various rungs of the mdustrial
process '

Demonstrating clear and quantified methods of food security, developing
jobs, abolishing the gap between town and country.

Tnstead the familiar line which assumes that rural problems cobere in investment and
finance inside the present mode is followed together with its administrative

procedures.

This administrative outlook towards agriculturc is followed in relation to the questionis
of the environment, science & technology and general cultural development.
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Mobilising Resources

In grder io develop inermnal Snancial capacily to tackle the problems indicated above,

the government deals at length with a number of stratepses.

A major one is in the area of debt relief. Nepad faithfully recites the existing
programmes previously advanced by the IMF on this subject. Both the Highly
Indebled Poor Countries (HIPC) programme and the poverly reduction strategy
paper progratmne are adopted and put at the centre of an All-Afiiean drive. At the
same fime the secular linkage with credit end specific types of overseas
development assistance (Oda) are repeated as elements of the same circular
process. Essenfially this means removing the State fiom the economy and
Teplacing it with private investment as the main driver for profitability; using the
proceeds of profitable enterprise to pay off’ acommulated debts through the
budget; identifying debt repayment as a means of lowering the cost of “borrowed
capital”, all the more to open the space for other and bigger berrowings, thus
completing the debt trap.

Nepad fails to offer an answer to the problem of debt as an inhibiting factor to

resource mobilisation.

The other resource mobilisation strategy specifically indicates an Qda reform
process. The matter of Oda is accepted as 2 natural rule. The problem that
worries Nepad is that af Rio the developed countries offered a ceiling of 0,07%
of their Gross Domestic Product {(GDP) to Oda for the next 15 years. Tn ‘Teality
none of them has come anywherse near that fipwre in actual overseas development
spending in their Agenda 21 commitments. How far does Nepad hope to raise the
quantum of these crumbs from the masters® table?

Private Capita! Flows

Nepad intends to stimufate a phenomenat rise in the flow of private capital into Africa,
especially in the form of foreign direct investment (FDI). This is in line with the entire
theust of the structuraily adjusted investment policies that have grovn on the continent
in the past 30 years. In reality, in the previcus period, foreign capital actually stifled
domestic capital formation. It also suppressed the growth of an Afiican investor class
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and stunted existing nodes of economic activity. It was responsible for the transfer of
billions of dollars/pounds/francs in local value to foreiga metropoles, both in the name

of repatriated profits and as various types of "hot money". Strangely encugh, NEPAD)

wants 0ot less bat much more of the same. This goes band in hand with the drastic

shift in African economies away from commodity production (even of the export-led

type) over to a tourist-cultural impulse. In other words, what the big corporations do

not care to control in the economy, may legitimately pass into the hands of the local .
compradore elements in the form of a tourist econoy.

The domination of corporate power in Nepad is evident in the sections dealing with
mining and manufachming. This is complemented by pretences on training and
universal standards as the foundation for a trade regime which takes all the rules of the
WTO as given, together with the re-enforcements provided by the Cotonou Agreement
and Africa Growth and Opportenities Act (Agoa). So servile is Nepad to the current
trade regime that it anticipates with affirmation the opening of a new round in WTO
negotiations.

Conclusion,

Nepad premises itself on a set of valid poverty and dependency indices for the Afiican

cconomy. The abiding tendency in the provisions of the new plan will certainly

accentuafe those indices a thousand fold. On the political front this will increase

conflicts and civil wars, lead to a further decay of State organs and cumulatively raise

the no-go areas inside all of the states towards a total disintegration of State authority
in Africa. Furthermore, the pian is calculated to integrate Africa more and more into

the world ecomomy. Yet, according to a rccent Unciad report, as a resolt of
agreements in the Uruguay round (1993), Africa’s trade-lntegration into the WTO

system grew from 48% to 52% between 1993 and 1998. In the same period the

comparative figures from the trade relationships of the stronger Organisation for

Economic Co-operation and Development (CECD) countries grew from 12% to 20%.

The protections within the QECD economies, both tariff and non-tariff, are surpassed

in an individual sense by those existing in the USA economy. This must be taken

together with the on-going South Afican drive for the application of the SADC Free"
Trade Protocol, and the European Union-South
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Africa Free Trade Agreement. Nepad, therefore, is a2 consolidation of economic
policies which have already failed in Africa in the whole preceding peried,

They intend to carry out this programme under the auspices of a restructured African
Union going together with superior moves of a political democracy. Paradoxically, the
politics of the programme is not presented as a conditionality for its economics.
Rather, it is the cconomics that is geared to set the tone thronghout. As a result Nepad

becomes a predetermined and self-fulfilling catastrophe. There is every reason fo

conclude, therefore, that the Nepad plan is an DMF-G8 plot to further deepen the
expropriation of Africa from the Africans; a re-colorisation of the continent carried ont
by African hands themselves; a new form of indirect rule.

A TRIBUTE TO HARRY HENDRICKS
AFTRIBUTE TO HARRY HENDRICKS

(LO/8/1922 —12/6/2602)

Harry the fipkter for non-racial sport

Harry Hendricks was widely known for his love of sport. It was evident in the many
hours he spent, encouraging and promoting sport amongst the old and the mature in the -
disadvantaged and oppressed communities of South Africa. Athletics and swimming,
two very demanding codes, and school sports were the main beneficiaries of his
labowrs as coach, organiser and administrator. As coach he took charge of the
beginners and those at schoot, taking his products eventually to the level of national

champions. His own children are examples. They became champion swimmers under
his guidance and training.

At high school level he held positions of convenor for swimming and athietics in the
S.A. Senior Schools Sport Association {SASSSA) which consisted of 500 high schools
in 12 centres. It was his responsibility to organise competitions, {o raise standards and
to increase participation in these codes. At one stage he also heid the position of
chairman of SASSSA and at various stages he served as President or Sceretary or
Treasurer of the provincial or national bodies he was associated with. He, therefore,
played a major role in the formulation of policies of those organisations.

He served at times as delegate of swimming and athletics as well as official of the
SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL ON SPORT (SACOS). SACOS has been established
to fight racial and gender discrimination in sport, both at playing level and in life
outside sport, both at playing level and the provision of facilities. He ardently and
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incerely believed in the SACOS dicium that normal .mmon nms:om be played in an
brormal society. He believed that South African no:&mcuw.én:w abnormat E.&.va
therefore normal sport could only exist if all &mg.am:m:o.: in m_._ %rmmwm of E.n.,ﬁmm :
crapped. He represented athletics and swimming at mectings with Eo:.. _Ena.maa:mm.
federations in a bid to isclate South African Sport Eﬁmm:mconm:.« for s racist and
discriminatory nature. SACOS provided Harey with the opportunity to promote non-
racialism ie sport and life.

Harry Hendricks, innately a non-racialist was consistent, right to the end, in his belief
io faimess and equality . Throughout his invelvement E.p. nn.hcu.mm En, support Ema
Ioyalty of his wife Dinah and his children, Their contiibution is highly appreciated in
the strugglé for penuine freedom in South Afica.

Harry the educationist . -
After completing his Junior Certificate, Harry trained as a teacher at Wesley Training
School and obtained the Primary Lower Teacher’s Certificate. He mcvmm@cnu%., spent
another year at Wesley obtaining the Primary Higher q.mma.uﬂ..m non_.mnuﬁ“
specializing in Physical Education. It would be true o say that his interest in and
involvement with sport and athietics gained ) .
momenium from this v«:&a onward. Early on he developed a passion n.:. n.mm&amv
which lasied throughout his lifetime. English Literature gnm.im his special iterest
with emphasis on the Classics, poetry and plays. Afier qualifying as a teacher ww was
unable to obtain a teaching post immediately and spent a few Somﬁ.m éo.n_amm for
Starke-Ayres . } is possible that his love for gardening waE.Enm from this period.

His first teaching appointment was to a school in Colesburg, followed by a post as
Physical Education instructor. Subsequently he was appointed at Athlone HEEEW
Institute in Paar], in the primary department. Whilst ke was there, he Qﬁ.ou& with
UNISA and was awarded a B.A. Degree with English and History as mjors. After
obtaining his degree he was promoted to the Training Umﬁgaﬂ of the institute. Tt
was 1a Paarl, too, that he met Miss Dinah America, who was destined to become Mis
Hendrieks .

After a few years he leR to take up a post at Harold Cressy High mowo&.ﬁam.wormwm
English for a numeber of years. He left Harold Cressy to take up the post as e:n..u_ﬁ& at
John Bisseker High School in East London where he spent almost two years. He
subsequently moved to open a new high school in Uitcnhage. Here 2 by dint of hard
work, commitment and diligence together with the support of a dedicated msﬂ they
built up the Uitephage High Schoof with an excellent track record, both mnmmnnzmw_mw
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and in the field of sport. Mauy of the students of this School became prominent in the
strugele for non-racial education and sport. Tn Uitenhage he spent 15 productive years
un the educational, sports and community level,

Despite his busy life he somehow still found time to complete an Honours Degree in
Geography with Unisa. In 1965 he was awarded a scholarship by the British Council
and spent some time in England aftached to the University of Manchester. In 1979 he
was appoinied as Rector of Bellville Training College unti] his refirement in 1983.
After retirement he served as acting rector at Athlone Training College in Paatl.
Subsequently he lectured English at Bellville College. o

Mr Hendricks was uncompromising regarding matters of principle. He was a member
of the Teachers League of South Africa (TLSA) which was in the forefront of the
strupgle against separate (apartheid) education and the inequalitics in all spheres of
life. He delivered many talks and wrote many articles to raise the educational and
political conciousness of people.

Harry die geinecenskaps-werker.

Tenspyte van sy bedrywige lewe op spoit- en opvoedkundige gebied het hy nog tyd
gemaak om in die gemeenskap te werk. Hy het in 1980 by die Kailsrivier Burgerlike
Vereniging aangesluit en daarin diens gedoen tot 2002, Vanaf 1983 tot 1999 het hy
as onder-voorsitter opgetree. As decl van die witvoereade bestuur van die Vereniging
het hy ‘n leidende rol gespeel in die stryd vir volle burgerregte op plaaslike en
nasionale viak , die geveg vir behoorliké en genoegsame behuising, behoorlike
gemeenskaps-en sport geriewe., dic geveg teen ho# huur ens. Hy was ook viv baie jare
Dic Vereniging se delegaat by dic Sarepta Sportraad waar ons gehelp het mer die
bestutr en witbouing van plaaslike sport en die geveg om genocgsame sportfasiliete vir
die onderdrukte gemeenskap. Hy het gereeld praatjies by vergaderings gehou oor sake
wat plaaslike regering betref asook gereelde artikels geskryf vir die Vereniging se
Nuusbrief, Die. feit dat hy tof op sewe- en- sewentige jarige ouderdom nog it dia
gemeenskap betrokke was s€ baie van sy liefde vir sy medemens. Hy was ook lid van
New Unity Movement waarby die Kuilsriver Burgerlike Vereniging geaffilicer is. As
lid van die NUM was hy deel van ‘n beweging wat strewe vir ‘n Suid-Afrikaanse
samelewing wat vry van armoede en uitbuiting sal wees. Hy het gereeld konferensies
bygewoon en artikles vir die NUM Bulletin geskryf. Hy was dus voorwaar n
veelsydige en onbaatsugtige vivheidsvegter en die beste manier om hom te vereer en te
onthou is om in sy voetspore te volg.

Haryy die Kerkman
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aliteite het netso sterk in die kerk na vore gekom. Hy het ‘n leidende
er Metodiste Kerk gespeel. Hy was op die kerkraad en het op die

strasic kommissies gedien. Hy was vir ‘n Jang tyd behulpsaam by
al Concern groep wat verantwoordelik was vir die voeding van
Hy.was veral die stukrag in die planne om die kerkgeboue te vergroot. Hy
redakteur van die kerk s¢ maandelike nuusbrief en hierdie brief het nog
-verskyn tot verlede maand tenspyte van die feit dat sy gesondheid baie

erswak het. Hy was voorwaar ‘n man wat God liefich
medemens. gehad het daarmee saam sy
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