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BRIEF SUM:r-1ARY 

This is intended to be only a very brief summary 

of the investigation. The reader is referred to 

Chapter XVI, pages 322 and following, for a complete 

summary of, and conclusions reached by, the investigation. 

Ad hoc hypotheses formulated as a result of the study 

are also given at the end of this chapter. 

Little is known at present about the development, 

structure, and functions of small towns in the Union 

of South Africa, and there is a need to fill this gap 

in our knowledge. A study has been made of Grahamstown, 

a small South African to~m. This study is monographic 

and intensive in character, and heuristic in aim. Ad 

hoc hypotheses have been formulated on the basis of 

the findings of the study, and these must be tested 

by subsequent studies of other small towns. 

Grahamstown, the subject of the study, was chosen 

largely for reasons of convenience, and also because of 

its interesting development. It is suggested that in 

many ways the town ls possibly a typical small town, but 

at this stage we ca1~ot know if this is so. Only the 

white population of the town was investigated, as it 

was necessary to limit research to manageable proportions, 

and in addition several studies have already been made Of 

the non-white popula tions of the town. The analysis has 

been described as sc- cio-ecological, as basicly the 

methodological apprcach used is an attempt to wed the 

methods of the urban demographer and the social ecologist. 

Time and space are -c·sed as the two co-ordinates for the 

analysis, so that both a social historical and an 

ecological-demographic analysis of the townfuu~ been made. 
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The historical analysis of the development and 

functions of Grahamstown relies heavily on material 

collected from the early newspap~rs of the town. 

Grahamstown, once the most important town in the Eastern 

Cape Province, known as the ''Emporium" and ''Metropolis" 

of the Eastern Cape, and the most progressive town in 

the Colony, is to-day a small static town with, on the 

whole, relatively restricted influence. This fundamental 

change in the historical development of the town, hitherto 

unexplained, is the result of the changes in the socio­

ecological make-up of the region around the town. Founded 

in 1812 as a strategic outpost on the frontier of the 

Colony, Grahamstown dominated a wide region; as the 

gateway to and the supply centre for, the frontier, the 

town flourished and reigned supreme. From the mid 19th. 

Century onwards the region began to change to a developed 

one, with the frontier more and more inland. Grahamstown, 

no longer a strategic outpost in a frontier region, lost 

its dominant ecological position to Port Elizabeth, the 

natural supply base for, and gateway to, the new settled 

region. As one town among many in the new settled region, 

Grahamstown gradually lost many of its former functions, 

and began to stagnate. The town is to-day mainly known 

for its important educational function. This function, 

a relic from the days of the town's zenitp, has saved the 

town from complete stagnation. The town is what it is 

to-day largely because of the socio-ecological r egional 

· influences which have operated on it since its foundation. 

To-day Grahamstown is located within the Port Elizabeth 

me tropolitan district. The town is the centre of a wide 

variety of regional services of an ad hoc type, and the 

modal reg ion sorved seems to be that settled by the 1820 
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Settlers - basicly the town is mainly a supply centre 

for its surrounding rural areas. The demographic 

structure of the town reveals a static population. 

Growth of the white population has been practically 

static since about 1880, and the age structure is that 

of a stationary population. Particularly noticeable 

is the under-representation of the young working group 

in the population , and it is suggested t hat due to the 

lack of economic opportunities in the town, the young 

workers of the town, especially the unmarried males, 

migrate to larger urban areas to seek employment, and 

advancement. The sex-ratio of the population shows · an 

excess of females, and this may be due to migration out 

of an excess of young males, and possibly migration in 

of older spinsters. Retired persons definitely migrate 

to the town to settle. The town, a predominantly English­

speaking one, has practically no industries, and so the 

population contains a majority of workers engaged in 

professional, administrative, and commercial activ ities . 

This stresses the service and supply functions of the 

town. 

The ecological analysis delineated various natural 

areas and zones in the town. The pattern approximates to 

patterns revealed by studies of American towns. Although 

the areas involved were relatively small, ecological 

differentiation was marked. The spatial distribution of 

demographic and other social phenomena was studied in detail. 

The results of the s tudy have allowed several ad hoc 

hypotheses concerning the developmmnt, functions, and 

structures of small towns in South Africa to be formulated. 

These may be tested by subsequent studies, and so ultimately 

knowledge and theories about our small towns may· be· puilt up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 --

CH;iFTER I 

THE AEl , d G_OPE, b.i\D ~ ~ET:-:ODOLOGICAL APFROACE OF TrtE SYLJDY 

The present per iod in the dovelor ment of socie ty 

might Well be termed t~le 11~etl"'Opo J. itan a ge" - the age When 

great cities and metro:;;o li tan re~i·Jns he.ve developed 

rapidly at ~ r ate and to a s i ze 
( l) 

complete ly un ,aralleled 

in the history of the '"orld . It is ~n age to-day when 

!'lore and more the 11 [e8elL:. chaft 11 tyre o f E'·:>c iety (ac 

Td~:nies cal:l_ed it) i s overchac:>vlint;: the 11 [emein.3chaft" 

t . t ( 2 ) t t s yne of 3o cle y : hio i ~s rue for outh Afr ica as 

for the rest of the world . The "me:::;~ lG..rolis" order of 
( ...., \ 

• t :; I ex1s ence, with its Qanifold probl ems af a dminis tration, 

economics , and so cial d isor:ani3a tion and persona l rJalad-

ju stment , hac natura1ly c::.ttract ed most of the a ttention of 

s:>ci al scientists. Ho,··ev er, despite the world-wide population 

~ovements to towns and cities (
4 ) it i s hardly po ssible, 

and probably most undes ireable , t hat the total popula t ion 

outside r u r e.l a r eas could liv e in metro}_lOli t a n areas. 

Consequently, it ic ju.? tifiable to examine t he structure 

and function of Siiiall towns i n our present c iv i lisation, 

:;_Jarticularly those in c.reas, hitherto re?:,-:.rC:.ed &.2 undeveJ.oped, 

( l) Lewis :liumford: -=T:..:.:h::.::e=--_C::...:u~J=-_ t-=-u=re of Cities: :rtarcourt Brace 
:\ew Yor:r: , 1938 . 

( 2 ) F. 'I'~nnie r; . ' ' Gen~einschaft und GeGellsche.ftn translated 
by .c . P. Loo r:: i 3 a ..:; Fund ~:·:ental Conce·.Jt 3 of Sociolor-:z:.: 
l:~ev' York, 1940. 

( 3) ~u~ford: o p . cit ., Ch . IV, p . 22)ff . 

(4) ReDort of t he i~a tive Laws Co:n:-.: i r3 ion : U . 3 . 
Governmen t -Printer , ~Fretorio. : .. :-; . 5 , pc.r a . :. . 

28/1948 , 
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which a r e at the moment under :.oin::: ra.Did indu.."' tric:,lisation 

with conco~it&nt urb~nication. 

Few st"L'dies have been illa de of such towns. irfriting 

on this point, c, Br i ti&h author, 'thinldr25 of Britieh 

research, re:•1ark::. : 

"I-1uch ht s been V-l'ritten about the prohlems of 
great cities, of their slums And new housing 
est~tes, whilst a wea lth of litera ture has been 
devoted to the revival of the countrys ide. It 
is strange therefore tha t the social and community 
problems of small tO"-'TIS h.::.ve be.en s o singularl y 
overlooked . A superfici~l a ge which tended 
to judg e succes s by mere size ha s condemned 
me,ny of them as failures; the main .. 1tream 
of life has pc:::...:.. ed them by . . .. 11 (5) 

In South Africa the le.cl: of such studies is even more 
(G) 

evident. Little is known about the mc::.ny small tov.rns 

scattered over the wide spaces of this land. The aim 

of this study, therefore, i~ to undertake an investigation 

of such a s :nall South African tol'm with a view to yielding 

a picture of its development, function, and str-c.cture. 

The study will be monogra~•hic e.nd intens ive in character 

aiming at providine an examp le, which it is hop ed sub-

s equent studies in this field may follol'r c:nd improve 

upon, so that eventually it will be come possible to 

(5) L . E. White: Small Towns : _Their.Soci'.~. l and Community 
Prob lems: National Council for Social Service, Gre&t 
Britai n, 1951 : prefa ce. 

(6) Se e 1he Regist~r_Q_f_Current Research in the .aumanities 
In South Africa, 1 .::: .:ued a nnua.J.ly b y the Na tional Council 
fo r Soci.s.l Res ea rch , Pre t oria . In t he jleriod J.947-54 
only one socioloGic~l s tudy o f a sm~ll South African 
town w~s r eported- a project by D.G. 3 . F. Uys: 'n So s io­
r r a.fiese Studie v a n Harrisnit h ( p . 4l , 1951 Re ::'. i s ter.) 
Sev er a}. s t udies o f small towns by e eO[ r a::ohe r s are l i s ted 
but they a r e not r elevant. The onl y publishe d study 
at the tif'1e of vlritin g (!.956 ) i s in the Kat a 1 Reg ional 
Survey SerieE : Additional Re:-.~ort :~J . 3 : Small Towns 
of Na t a l : A So cio-economic Sar.mlc Sur ve y : Univers i ty 
of Natal Pre s s , Pie t.Gr :;:naritz'bur[ , 1953 . 
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conctruct a feneral ised picture of the ch~rF cteristics 

of s mall towns in South Africa, and thus constitute a 

basis for t heir future pl~nning. 

The definition of a sma1l town adopted for the pur-

po _es of this study is that u c ed by L.E. ~hitc: a small 

town is one witb.. a !.J0 :9u 1e.t ion "oetvteen 4,000 a:cr~ 40,000 

inhabitants . (
7 ) The urb~~ unit chosen i B Graha~ztown, 

:9opularly known e.r. the 11 cap ital'' of the Eastern Cape 
. ( 8) 

Provlnce. At the t L1e of t~1e 1951 Census , Grahams town 

had a total .~o rmlc::tion ::-f just under 24,000, vTith a 

Eu 1 t • f b J. • - '- t d n h lf t' · d ( 9 ) ro:r_:)ean po :;,Ju. c lon o a ouu el.~ :~ -an -c.- a t:;)usan . 

In ter.:::s of the definiti::>n, the town is thus a "r.mc:.ll -cown. 11 

Grah2n stown wc s chosen ~!rirr;arily because it is a 

university t:>wn, and ~:,o it \,rould prove eas2· to obtain 

s tudent-labo '..:~r for ma~:inc: the necessary survey of the town: 

in this res~ect it i s ~tyrical. In addition , as will be 

mentioned in the ctudy, Grahc.ms town has h3..d a very interest-

ing develo :ome:r. t, e.nd v-rhilE: a static toun to-da y, it once 
( 10) 

was the most nroeressive town in the Cape Colo ny . A 

study of the town is likeJ.y to revec.l the reasons why it 

stagna ted after a rr:)st promising start, r.:nd so, perhaps, 

sue::ges t why r.ome of the other :::r,1e 11 tov-ms in South Africa, 

which like Gre:.O.c:rr:stown i.vere once f1ouri f hinz; to1tms, have 

stagnated and ceased t o grow beyond the cta3 e o f a minor 

urban unit. Iv:oreover, whiJ.e in some res pects - notably 

(7) White: o ~ . cit., Ch . I. 

(8) The tov-m ila3 nev :;r off i cially made the ca~·, ital of the 
EasterY1. Province, ~:)ut is t;enerr.J.J.y '- s~mmed to be such. 

( 9) Geo r.rv-nhic~tl D_:1.:§j;.£.J.o··· ~J:QJ1 of the Fo' u l.t:', t io:..1, 1951 Censu s : 
Snecic:.l Rer~ort : .:) . 200: Bu.re·..,.u o f Cencus c,nd Statistics: 
Goverru: ent Printer, Pretoria : ~ . 1~. 

(10) D. ;1 . Tho;:!lc on : A Short Historv of Gra :1a· T town: Grocott 
& Sherry, Graha::~ s toift: , lS'52 : foreword . 
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in terms of its educational function - Gra hamstown io 

fairly unique among S!!lall towns in the Union, it is 

suggested that in most respects the town is typical. (ll) 

A study of its functions misht 5ive an idea of the functions 

exercised b:r many towns of si'7lilar structure in South Africa. 

Finally, it is hoped to cast lit;ht u pon the dync.mics of 

growth and decline in tovms of tcis scale. 

I~ order to present a ffirly full p icture of 

Graha!:!st.Jwn, it vras decided to s tudy the development, 

functions, and s truc t ure of the town. Consequently, 

the study ha s been divided into two uc.in s ections -

Part I : Grahar:os_tm:n in t!.1e Past deals with the siting, 

development hist.Jrically , and the exr ans ion of functions 

of the town since its foundation in 1812 till the present 

time; Part II: Grahamstow~ To-d~y deals, firstly, with 

the regionrl setting and contemporary functions of the 

town, and later with a study ·of the h:. ternr.l s trt~c ture 

of the town abstracted from the re5ion . In this latter 

section the study has been li~ited entirely to the 

European area and poruJ.ation of the town. This was done 

for several reasons, the major ?ne being the need to 

limit the study to prop·Jrtions which could be managed 

with limited l ubour and available finance. (l
2

) Secondly, 

the Social Science DeDartment of Rhodes University had 

(11) Until more studies of South African small towns are 
made it is not ::>Ossible to be sure of ju st hoY~r far 
GrahaEJs town is typical of small towns in the Union, 
and how far a tyrica:: . 

( 12 ) Apart from t~1e use of student-labour for the house­
hold, and the hous in::: s urveys , the in'res tie a tor had 
to work in the field aJ.o!.1e . Even s t udent-labour 
was not as p}.c:mtiful as one could tu:ve \vished . 
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already mc. de several s tudies of the No.n.-Euro ~"Jean p onulatioi1 

of the town. 'While, therefore , somethil;C wc.s known about 

the Non-Eu.ro!Jean po:ou :J.c. tion of the town, v irtP.&lly no thine: 

was known ubout the Eu.rv!iea~-i po}:.:ulr tion . .& i'in c.l reason 

Kas the fact that cenera.:.ly :::lv:.."'e a tte .. ltion in South Africa 

t .as been c;iven to the study o f the Non- Euro•:•e::.n thc:n t he 

.E.'uropean po pulations : it was felt, there:'ore, thr t r. 

contribution to ot•r lmowledr:e of the Europe2.n :r-olJu lation 

in South African t ovms Hc. s :J.eeded . ( J.3 ) 

Summint; Ul"l, the be .. ~ lc ;: , j_p1 of this invecti:::ation i s 

t o make a s tudy of a smPll South ~',.frican tovrn. , in an 

~Ls monot::raphic and heurL:: tic, r,t t~is st.~ ::; e fe~>T Generalised 

hypo the -::es can bo te~ ted. Lv:co these8 can be [;~dv:::nced, 

lJut shou~ .. d be lef't to further stufl:os f or tes t ins. Such 

hypotheses, c:.re of nccesoity, 11ad hoc." 'l'hi3 i s not a ... 1 

ideal ·0ro cedure in bOCF }. rescc.rcLl, but. it ·.rc.s t~1.e only 

:9ocsible a p pro ach c.: t t~1is L te. ;:::e in tt.e a.bne·~~ ce of stL'dies 

in other a reacl in South Africa . 

Afte r defini n c t~e ai~ a nd scou e o f t~e study it was 

necessary to choose the methods which couJd be used for 

investi;:ation o f the field . Befor e decidin¢ on the 

methods to b e u s ed, c. stud~r of t :1e literature in the fie l d 

of urban s ociology wa s mr de in order to o~tc: in sn idea of 

the differ ent methods u :::. e d b7 research worlcers . The 

( 13) The manner in ·:lhich the Europ3e.n ~'O ··ulr.tion h . 
int .::r r·:;.~ated wit.h the :~.:.) _1-Euro-·ean i : .. <. e tudv in itcelf , 
but eVell SO COme 1i2'; ht i .:. Cc '- t on lille . ; rO Ce~: 8 oy a 
study of on:- s oc i< l in: r e die:1t - i :-:1 ~~ ~::. i ~~ ca:. e the 
Europ ea :1 . 
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bibliosraphy at the end of thP study ::::ives some idea 

of the ve.rious studies of towns and their po:,ula.tions, 

or of aspects of t hen: , which have been rnE.de by social 

scientirts, and vrhich h<:..ve influenced th'3 nresent study -

it is not pro··osed to refer to t:1.em in detoil here. 

Briefly , s1~ch s tncies can be rou:::hly divided into four 

ms.in types dependin;: on t he methodolo ~~ ical &p:,Jroo..ch used: 

important exampleJ of each ,~re E'S follOi-I[S : -

1. The type of study typified by •tes t' s stud~- of 

( 1~ ) I t -'l f . • r'll t ( 15 ) Ple.inville, or t~1.e Lynds s ui.J.y o .-_ldv e own : 

This tvpe of r:;tuc.y could be cc...lled c.. socic: l : .nthro-

polorical stuch~ of tm~.cu::, an1 yieldc inforwation on 

social i:..1tere.ction -ry::.tterns . Studies of socia l 

attitudes, belief,:; , '.Jeha.viour patterns , etc . are made. 

The me jor drc::x!:c.ck of this type of 3 ttld'; ; -
~ '""· that the 

methods u sed yj.eld no study ,'J f the function of a 

tov-m E'.S a unit, or as a structure in itself, but only 

of the inter-:-.ction of' per"'·ons e.lld institutions. This 

type of appro2ch was not used in the study of 

Gre.haPc town. 

The Socic:,J:. .. _Surv~y_Tn.Je _ of _Study: This type of study 
(16) 

is typified by Booth 1 s st··.~d:r of London or 
( J 7) 

Caradog-Jones 1 study of ::-:erseyside or Rovmtree ' E 

(14) J. West: Plainville U.S . A.: Colurn1:'i2. t.:niversit~' Press; 
Fifth Printing, 1048. 

(15) 

. ( 16) 

R.S. Lynci. and E . I: . Lynd: :-:iddJetDvnJ.: A Study in 
American Culture : Constable c. Co . , London 1929 . Another 
example is \v.L . ~ve.rr'er <:: P . S . Lunt : The Social Life 
of a ~.,.·ocer:n Community: Yr.le Univer:' ity Frese, :rewhaven 
1944; or ~ - ~i:ner : St . Denis: French Cana~irn Parish: 
Chicaz o Univer~ity PrecG, Chica:~, 1~3~ . 

C. 3ooth & Others : Life and Labour of the Peor.le in 
London : J

7
7 VtJln . , :\Iflcr.:i lJ.c:n <... Co., 1.90 2. 

( 17) D. Care.doo:-J.)nea (ed.) ; The Socir.l Survev of' },:erseyside: 
3 vols . Liver~~o~ University Freso , 1934. 
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. . ( 18) 
study of York. In South Africa, an example of 

this type of study is the Cape Town Survey(l9) 

conducted by the Social Science Department of the 

University of Cape Town. This type of s t udy and the 

·methods used in it have made a m~jor contribution 

to our knowledge of towns and conditions within 

them - indeed, the social survey methods are most 

important in social science, and h~ve been wi dely 

used. The methods u:ed by this type of study have 

been utilised to some extent in this 8tudy of 

Gr ahu.ms tovm , mainly to ga thor information from 

European householders in the town. 

3 . Spatial Studies of Towns: This type of study includes 

both geographical and ecolocical studies of towns. 

The ecological studies of t owns have been undertaken 

mainly by American sociolo[ists, and have been 

developed and exploited particularly by the Chicago 

school of sociolo~ist3 . Many examples of this type 

of study are to be found in the biblio~raphy - to 

name only three of thene studies, there i s McKenz ie's 
(20) "Metropolitan Community" or Thrc.sher's study of 

(21) 
gangs in Chicago, or the reports of the Chicago 

Urban Analysis Project undertaken by the University 

(18) B. S. Rowntree : ~P~o7v~e~r~t~v~~A~S~t~u~d~y~o~f~·~To~wn~-=L~i~f=e: 
Macmillan & Co . , 1901. 

(19) E. Batson: Social Survey of Ca1Je 'l'o·Hn : Social Science 
Department, Univer sity of Cape Town : Himeographed. 

( 20) R.D . i'') cKenzie: The iYfetropolit'J.n Community: 1-icGraw-Hill 
Book Co. Inc., New York, 1933. 

(21 ) F . ~ . Thrasher: The Gang: A Study of 1,313 Gangs in 
Chicago : Chicago University Pres B, Second Revised 
Edition, 1936 . 
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(-22) 
of Chicago. The geot;raphical studies of towns 

have teen made in the field of urban geocraphy, 

and are to be distinguished from the social ecolog-

ical studies mainly by the relative absence of a 

more sociological treatment, and a relative lack 

of a conceptual orientatio11. Exa~ples of this type 

of study are Smaile.:: 1 "The Geography of Towns"( 23 ) 

or Dickinson 1 s II The vves tern European City. II ( 
24 ) 

It is probably not unjust to the literature in the 

field of spatial studies of towns to sum the position 

up by stating th~t while socicl ecolocical studies 

of to-vme can and sometimes do include the use of 

geographical concepts, the reverse is not generally 

true, (althoucht it must be admitted that there is . 

a good deal of over lapp inc in the work of the social 

ecologist and the urban Eeographer .) The approach 

of the social ecologist generally seems to be a 

fuller, more rounded approach to the study of cities 

and towns than that of the pure geogr apher, for in 

addition to including all the main features of the 

geographical studies, L-O c ial eco loc;ica l studies include 

a sociolocical orientation, ~nd an ecological con-

ceptual framework not necessarily u sed in c eographical 

studies. Ecoloc ical s tudies give a deta iled idea of 

(22 ) See the bibliogrnphy given in The Chicaro Urban Anal ysis 
Project: A Sumxary Report: O.D. Duncan & B. Davis: 
Chicago University, Mimeosraphed , 1953 . 

(23 ) A.E. Smailes: The Geo~raphy of Towno : Hutchinson ' s 
Univers ity Library, 1953. 

(24) R.E. Dickinson: The Western European City: A Geographical 
Interpreta tion: Rou tleo.e::e 8.. .!Cet;an Paul, London, 1951. 
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hov.r a town , with its physical, socioJ.osical and 

economic aspects, is composed and ~ictributed in 

space, and how itn srati::-.1 r ·atterns change. The 

methods used provide bas1c kG.::>'.'ledge of the growth 

and rate of change in the physical and social 

structure of towns, and yield d2.te which ha.ve made 

a major contribution to our knowledge of towns, 

both a3 spatia l and as soci~l entities . Ecological 

techniques and conceptn were u sed throughout in the 

study of Graharnstown. 

4. Town Plannin3 Studies: This type of s t u.dy i s typified 

. (25) '' C "(26) by the study of Edln~urfh or ounty Town 

or ~iddlesborouEh. ( 27 ) In fact, such studies constitute 

a type of eociru survey for a town planning study . The 

literature in this field u sually conveys by means of 

photo5rapho, mars and literary descriptions a vivid, 

t;raphic idea of the tovv-n concerned, (which is more 

often than not not 0 iven by the other typeG of studies 

of towns.) Being collected solely for the purpo s e of 

Town Planning, the materia l often dir playc a lack of 

an anc.. lytice.l treatment beyond the elementa ry descriptive 

stage; (2S) however the bast writer.:: in thi r.: field such 

(25 ) P. Abercrombie; D. Plumstead: A Civic Survey end Plan 
for the City and Roya l Burgh of Edinbur~h: Oliver & 
Boyd, 1949. 

( 26) J . Gla isyer & Others: _County Town: A Civic Survey for 
the Planning of Worcester: J. 1-'urray, London, 1947 . 

(27) R. Glass: ( ed .) J:he Social Bo.cl::e:round of a F)-an: A 
Study of Kiddlesborouc~h: Rou tledc e & Kega.n Pt:ml, 1949 . 

(28) 'rhe Edinburgh Survey (o -r. . cit.) iL e. typical example of 
this f e. iling . For in:: t 2.nce, the s patia l relations of 
da ta are portrayed on maps , so that the geoEraphical 
aspect of the phenomena is portrayed, but no attempt is 
ma de to study the ecolo~ical patterns or process es 
involved, despite the f~ct that one might well contend 
that a knowledge of these woul d be important for plannin¢ . 
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as Geddes and Abercrombie are well aware of the social 
(29) 

factors invo lved in city planning even if they 

do not always cive these factors a detailed con-

s idera t ion. 

In t h i e study, it -:•:c.s decided t o combine the types 

of ap_:;;:~roaches used by the latter three types of studies 

viz. the s:>c ial survey, the eco J..o e;ical a tudy, and the 

planning survey. A survey o f the E')ropean Area is under-

taken to colJ.ect data which could not be obtained in other 
(50) 

ways. Ecological techniques and conce~ts are ur.ed t o 

give an idea of the manner in vlhich the town f1 .. mctions as 

an entity i n space. Finally, followinG the lead of some 

of the Town Pla:i.1ninc studi0s, ma1Jr , :::;hoto t;raphs, and 

li ter2r:T il.cscri:r;tions are u2ed to -::-1o rtn: .. y the tovm, and 

present as vividly as possible a :nicture of Graha:tJstown. 

In this study , the mB,jor analyticc:..l method and 

theoretical orienta~ion used is that of social ecology . 

The conceptual o.nd methodolo--: ical orie_ltation of social 

eco J..ocy is extremely useful i·T~1en mah:ins c:c study of a toY.m, 

and the value of the discip:J .. ine fo l' an understa1.1dinc of 

urban or:;anisation h::.s beer.. described by Park as follows: 

( 29) c . f. P. Abercrombie: Town and Country Plc..l!Jlinf : Home 
University Libra ry: or hie re~ort in the Renort of the 
Ro,-a l Commis 3 i on on tbe Dir tricution of the Industrial 
Population of Great Britain : 11.:r .s.o., lDndon, 1939 . 

( 30) Survey technique .s are UDed to saL'ler data . It must be 
noted however , that a t:ood deal ·") f the tas '...: of some of 
t he social surveys (e . g . :Booth ' s, R.owntree ' E: - o p . cit . ) 
wc.r: to s tv.dy poverty co:n1··lexes - t:1is aspect io mini­
mised here , f or an ecolo::::ical rather tha n an economic 
study is the aim. 
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11 Human ecology, as sociologists conceive it, seeks 
to emphasize not so much geography as space. In 
society we not only live together, but at the same 
time we live apart, and human relations can always 
be reclmned, with more or less accuracy, in terms of 
distance .... Since so much that students of society 
are ordinarily interested in seems to be intimately 
related to position, distribution, and movements in 
space, it is not impossible that all we ordinarily 
conceive as social may eventually be construed and 
described in terms of space and the changes of position 
of the individuals within the limits of a natural 
area .... It is because social relations are so 
frequently and so inevitably correlated with spacial 
relations; because physical distances, so frequently 
are, or seem to be, the indexes of social distances, 
that statistics have any significance whatever for 
sociology. And this is true, finally, because it is 
only as social and psychical facts can be reduced to, 
or correlated ,.,ith1 SJ?acial facts that they can be 
meabu.ced a·(j all. 11 ~ 31) 

While Park has tended to overs te.te his case , he has 

nevertheless j_ndica ted the importance of space in society, 

and the concern of social ecology with spatial distributions 

of persons and institutions, and the related processes. 

It is felt tha t on t .. he "Yihole the full potentialities of 

social ecological techniques and concepts have not always 

been appreclated b y sociologists outside America, when 

making studies of ~0\1Us . Space and the occupancy of space 

is one of the basic social facts. In this study of Grahamstown 

this factor i s ta~en to co-ordinate and cive meaning to 

the various phenoffie~a. All social phenomena occur in 

space , and towns and cities are essentially spatial entities 

~ they can be studled abstracted from s pace, but space is 

an ultimate ~nd final co - ordinate. To describe the structure 

and problems of a corr~unity independently of space is to 

fail to unfer:t~vd the patterns of interrelationships which 

are formed in a community. It is only by relating the 

aspects of a town ba ck to the space in which it exists, and 

to the cymbiotic, interacting, and interrelated complex of 

(31) R. E. Park: The Urban Community as a Spacial Pattern 
and a I•~oral Order: in The Urban Community: W . Burgess 
(ed. ), University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1926. 
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social forces opera ting in space (i.e. ecological forces 

and processes), that a town can be understood in a meaning-

ful sense. Thus, while this study u ses aspects o f the 

approach of so c ial surveyors, ecologists, and town planners, 

the main approach used is e colo c ica l. (32 ) Space , however , 

is not the only co~ordinate used. Space is re lated to 

time , for space relationships chan[e in different periods: 

thus space and time _are brought toge ther to form a frame 

of reference and a social histor i cal method is u s ed in 

the initial stages of the s t udy . 

However , l"lhile t he main e~phasis of the s tudy i s 

ecological, it must not be sup,osed that it is intended to 

be solely a study in social eco logy . The s t udy of Grahams-

town includes a consideration of phenomena not only on a 

spatial basis , bu t also as totalities abstracted from the 

space occupied by them. 'Thu s it is that the demo graphic 

composition and structure of the European populc.tion, or 

the occupational structure of the European populati on 

of the town, is studied and compared with that for the 

Union of South Africa. A pur e ecolo:;ica::!. s tudy, without 

any considerat ion of wider totalities for the town a s a 

single unit, would not have presented a full picture of 

t he town. (33 ) Because part of the approach used is that of 

( 32 ) To date hardly any studies in the field of social ecology 
have been made in South Africa. As far a s can be ascer­
tained there is only one study in thiE field a t the 
moment, viz . D. van Zyl: 1 n Ekolop:iese Studie van 
Oud tshoorn: (Unpublished 1' ~ . A. dissertat ion presi)nted to 
Stel lenbosch University, 1944.) An ecological study of 
Durban i s currently beins undertaken by the Dept. of 
Sociology and Social Work, University of Natal , Durban 
- begun in 1954 , this study is to be published shortly. 

(33) The limitation of many ecological studies of towns has b een 
that while they are excellent s tudies in social ecology , 
they have lacked wider perspectives found e . g . in the 
studies of towns as totalities made by Enelish sociologists. 
An attempt is ma.de in this study to v.red , however imperfectly, 
the approa ch of American soc ial ecologis t s with that of 
English socic..l surveyors . 
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the social surveyors, with their concern for totalities 

largely or e~tirely studied in isolation from the space 

which they occupy, parts of the study are demographic 

rather than ecological in character - though after the 

demographic study, spatial variations within the totality 

studied are examined. Consequently the study of Grahamstown 

has been called a "socio-ecologica l" otudy to indicate 

clearly that the study considers sociological topics not 

dealt with by studies which are confined to ecology. 

A discussion of the specific me thods u sed for the 

study of Graha~stovm is g iven at appropri:J.te places in 

the body of the text, and in the appendices . 
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GRAHAMSTOWN IN THE PAST 

THE W.ERGENCE OF A COMMUNITY PROBLEll/i 

PREFACE 

All r eality is continuous; the "past 11
, the "present", 

and the ''future" are parts of a continuous stream of 

causally r elated event.3 and phenomena . ·rhe "past" and 

the "present" are segments of time, identification at any 

instant being dependan t on the frame of reference of the 

viewer - on his particule.r standpoint in the stream of 

time. The division into in~ . tants is not inherent in the 

nat ure of r eality: there if' no cl~[.r-cut division be tween 

past end p r esent in the vmrld that the scientiot investigates 

- there i t: no watertight division between the two, maldng 

one independen t of, rnd i sole.ted from, the other . So it 

is, that any investiza tor into the nature, form, and 

behaviour of reality, or of any particul ar pa rt thereof, 

cannot fully comprehend present phenof"lena , ev ents and 

~rends , without some referen ce to t he past - to those 

past phenomena, events .J.nd trendu which are signif icantly 

and causally related to t he present that he wishes to study. 

This does not deny the value or p3rmisLibility of st1.1dies 

which are concerned solely with the present - for certain 

problems a frame of reference which contain8 only the present 

is not only setisfactory, but sonetimes even eseentia l.(l) 

(1) In his book Foundr tions of Sociolo£y (l•.c:tcmillan Co ., lS39) 
G. A. Lundberc conte~1ds , P~S one of his main themes , th::.t 
science , and scientific ct1·dies t'.re responses to problem£, 
either intellectual or m~terial proble~s . This being so, 
it iG the problem concerned which determines whether a 
static study or a. dynamic one is required. For many 
problemo, a static st'..:dy is all thr. t is r e quired, or ·all 
that is possible in terms of the t~me, finance and staff 
available 
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However, the limited role of static studies must be 

realized. 

These remar ks apply to the work of the sociolosist , 

and equally to all 8cientists. In a stu.dy of any community, 

the sociologist can fully appreciate the nroblems and state 

of that community in the present only if he possesses 

some knowledge of the dynemics of the community in the 

past. Furthermore , it is only through a knowledge of 

the past that he is able to ev~luate the present, and 

discern what trends have, and are , operating, and in what 

direction they c.re rr.ovins, and .:tt -vrhc..t speed. It is often 

through an investigation of the pastthfl.t he reveals problems 

in the present, ~nd is able to throw the present condition 

of the community into its proper perspective. 

In this study of Grahcm~ town, full coEnisance is taken 

of this fact, and so the stndy has been ma.de to cover the 

town in the past, and aloo in the present. Consequently, 

the part which follow iB an historical study of the town, 

and forms half of the dichotornouG study of Grahamstown -

Past and Present. This historical study is not intended 

to be a full social history, but rather r.n outline of the 

main processes in t ime and space which have affected the 

town and its fortunec since the date of its foundation. 

Many incidents which vmuld be of interest to the historian 

are either neglected entirely, or s iven a passing reference, 

while others, of more interest to the sociolocist , ar e 

treated in greater detail. The approach ic ePsentially that 

of the sociolociot, . rather than th~t of the historian . 

l'his study of Gra.h.:-.:11stovm in the Past is concerned with 

vvha t one mi~ht call "The Rice and Fall of Gr<.:.hams town", with 

particular reference to the socio-economic and ecological 

reasons for the decline of the town in l~ter years. This 
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decline in the importc:.nce and po'·Ter of the town is its 

most strikint5 featPre . "Once the moEt progressive town 

in the Cape", Graham8town "is no\· more genere.lly associc:.ted 

. t' th t . 1 f Rl" p w. kl I I ( 
2 ) 0 Wl n e res 1ng p ~ce o van 1n e. nee 

dominating the whole of t~l6 Eastern Province of the Cape 

Colony, being "the Emporium of the East"( 3 ) and the political 

capital and leader of the Eastern Province, it is now a 

relative backwater redeemed from s tacnation and decay 

mainly by its education~l institutions . This decline has 

been a cardina l problem of Grai:1e~mstown, and so demands 

special attention. 

There are no adequate historical monographs on the 

town. Onl.y two books are WhQt could be c~lled local 

histories: one is Sheffield ' s "Story of the Settlement"( 4 ) 

and~ the other Thomson 1 E "A Short Hie. tory of Grahamstov-m'1
• ( 

5 ) 

Sheffield wrote his book in 1884, so th~t he was still too 

close to the happenings he describes to be arle to see 

clearly the problem of t::1e decline of the tovm, and the 

causes for it; his work cannot help uc much. Thomson ' s 

book is 2 brief histor:r pre:p~.red for the town 1 s "van 

Riebe e el<: ·rercentene.ry Celebr<:'-tiona 11 in 1952, 'lnd does no 

more than point out the fac t o f t~e decline of the tovm, 

(2) 

(3) 

( 4) 

D.H. Thomson: A Short Eistory of Graham:~town: op. ci.t., 
foreword . 
This title, appe.rently, was cou.'Ilonly applied to the town 
durin6 the first part of the 19th. Centv~y . As an example, 
see the Graham 1 s Town Journal for December 25, 18 52, 
(article quoting an article on Grahe.rnotown by the "Fort 

· Elizabeth Tele~ranh . 11 ) As another example of the use of 
this title, see J . C. Chase: The Cape of Good Hope and 
De l goc 3ay : publiched 1843, p. 43. 

T. Sheffield: The Story of the Settlement: Third Edition, 
1912, Grocott & Sherry, Gra.h2me.town. 

(5) Op. cit. 



17. 

without ad81}lately expJainin~ it. For the rest, other books 

make references to Gr :..hamstown in passing, or in so far 

as the history of the town i s r elated to some other topic. 

Examples of this type of book are the various travel books 

on South Africa which were published during the last century, 

various Colonia l Annual Directories, and Cory' s "The Rise 
II (6) 

of South ~frica . The tota l information yielded by 

all these various sources, including the two histories 

mentioned above, is quite adequate for the early years of 

Grahc..mstown's histc.ry, but tends to be scanty for the 

period from roughly 1840 onwards . Most of the references 

are concerned in nome detail with the establishment of the 

town, but their value declinec once the stae:e of the fully 

eotablished town is reached . They have little or no light 

to cast on tho later period of the town 1 ~· history - on the 

mo s t important per~od of decline . 

There is one other source of historical information, 

viz . the town 1 s newspapers . The earlieot of thes e, and 

the most important is the 11 Graham 1 s Town Journal" which 

co~menced publication a t the end of 1831, and continues to 

the present time under the title of "Grocott 1 s Daily Mail." 

It i s mainly by means of information g leaned from this 

:.1ewspaper · that an attempt is made here not only to provide 

a picture of Graha~stown a t its height, but a lso and more 

8Specia lly, to explain the reasons for the town's decline, 

and so explain what Thomson calls "one of the his t orical ... 
8nigmas of our time." ( 7) A picture of the essent ial features 

of the town' s fortunes in the past is presented . 

(6) G. E. Cory: The Ri s e of South Africa: Longmano , Green 
& Co. , 1910. 

(7) Thomson: op. cit ., see f orewo r d. 
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'Ehe "rise" and the "decline" of Grc.hamstown are 

studied in :r·elation to the s tructure and composition of 

the re¢ ion surroundin,z '3-rahawJtown, o.nd i1nportant socio­

ecological ·cho,nges in the stru cture and economy of the 

reg ion are u s ed to explain changes in its fortune s . The 

u ._. e of regional socio-ecoloc:y provides a technique for 

unravelling the 11 enip-rr.::. 11 

The sources u s ed are de rived from the Cory Library 

for His torical Resec:.,rch, Rhode s rJniversit.y, ctr2.harnsto~m . 

A bibliogro,phy is given c,t the emd of the study. 
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T H E H I S T 0 R I C A L B A C K G R 0 U N D 

J :b, G R A H A l"i S ·:r 0 ·,; l~ . 

PART A THE RISE OF GRAH.cJ.:STOWN 

Ch.f..PTER II 

THE IDCATION A:~D EARLIEST :b-JNCTION OF THE TOWN 

PERI OD I: 1812 - 1815: The TV:ilitary Caii'p 

The period begins in the C~pe of Good Hope durin~ 

the latter ;>art of the firct decade of the 19th. Century . 

By this date t he Cape was already occupied for the second 

time by the British. On this occu.sion their occupation 

was to be permanent , and conseq_ue:r:.tly to ther:J fell the 

task, once that of the old Dutch covernhlent, of maintaining 

security, and law and vrder within the boundaries of the 

Colony . 

At this time , the position on the Eastern frontier 

of the Cape was anythinc:_ but stable. After the manner 

of the Malayan or Mau-:Eau Terrorists to-day, the Kaffirs 

across the border of the Colony kept up a ceaseless 

guerilla warfare o f constant attacl:s and cattle- stealing 

raids on the homecter.ds of the settlers in the frontier 

districts . Pillaginc and murder beinr common, no one 

felt safe, and as SheffieJd sayc, by'' • ... 1809 affairs 

had come to such a pass that the safety &nd peace of the 

Settlement urgently demanded thu.t the Kaffirs should be 

expelled from the Colony, and driven beyond the Fish River 

Boundary. 11 
( 
1 ) I n short, military action vvas necessary to 

put a stop to this Gt&te of cons t ant suerilla activity. 

(1) Op . cit . , Ch. VI, p . 61. 
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With the arrival on Seytember 6th. 1811 of Sir 

John Cradock as the new Governor of the Colony, the 

old conciliatory policy which the previous Governor, 

Caledon, had pursued towardG the Kaffirs, came to an 

end. Cradock realised that military action - and not 

conciliation - wa2 required on the Eastern frontier: 

consequently he appointee, on 6th. October, 1811, a 

certain Colonel John Graham as commander of a force 

which was to be sent to restore order and security on 
( 2) 

the Eastern frontier of t ~1e Cape. Graham was to clear, 

for safe settlement by f armers, the country be~~een the 
(3) (4) Sunday's and Fish Rivers expellinc; all Kaffirs 

across the Fi9h River . Th i s r i ver was a natural barrier 

bounding the Zuurveld: t he rtrate~y pro~Jided an obstacle 

to the re-entry of the Kaffirs into the Colony. 

The military campaign, which started in December, 1811, 

proved to be a success . Sheffield(S) claims that Colonel 

Gra ham drove about 20,000 Yillffirs throush the Zuurveld, 

across the Fish River , capturine: large numbers of cattle, 

and destroying crops and kraals left by the Kaffirs in 

their flight. This success in clearing the Zuurveld was, 

however, no ~uarantee that the fro~tier would remain clear 

of the Kaffirs for long. The government realised this; it 

perceived it would be folly to withdraw all armed forces 

permanently, thus leavin[ the frontier open once again to 

(2) Cory: op . cit., Vol. I, Ch. III, p . 236 ff. 
Sheffield: op . cit. , Ch. VII, p .70 . 

(3) Ibid: p . 72 . 

(4) The terms ''Kaffirc" rather than the termo "Natives " or 
"Africans" is used only be cause this vms the term in 
use·at the time whi ch i s under discussion. 

(5) Sheffield: op. cit . , p . 61 . 
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attack by marauding bands of Kaffirs from across the 

Fish River. As Cory remarks, (6 ) 11 it vvas realised that 

in their" (i.e. the Kaffirs ' ) "unsettled state, and from 

their naturally adventurous and :i)redatorv dis9osition, 

no reliance could be placed upon the assumption that they 

would remain there." (i.e. beyond the Fish River.) "It 

was therefore decided to establish such a general system 

of precaution and defence that was best cal culated to 

prevent them from returnine:," Crado ck decided that the 

best plan was for the whole of the Cape Regiment to remain 

permanently stationed in the Zuurveld, and, in the words 

of Cory, "instructed Col. Graham to select for the mill tary 

headquarters some suitable spot which also should admit 

of a number of settlers established themselves upon it."(7) 

The ultimate origins of Grahamstown are implicit in the 

military instruction and the projected centre was both 

military and civilian in s tructure. 

After the campaign of 1811-1~, t he Zuurveld was to be 

permanently garrisoned by the Cape Reciment . Its head-

quarters had to be both strategically located, and also 

be suitable for settlement by civilians - i n other words, 

capable of supportinc the development of a town with a 

civilian population in addition to the armed for cer to be 

quartered there. As far aL the stratecic a3pect was con-

cerned, it was essential to have a site chosen which commanded 

the whole of the frontier alon,:; the Fi.'3h River, allowing 

counter-attacks azainst invaders to be made quickly and 

ec.:Jily over the whole of the frontier and the Zuurveld. 

(6) Cory: op. cit. , pp.246- 7 . 

(7) Ibid: do . 
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In Cory' s vmrds(
8

) uThe primary object in view wc..s to have 

all parts oi the irregular curve which is described by the 

Fish River easily accer.sible in a day's march from the 

headquarters. 
11 ( 9) 

The history of the choice of these headquarters is 

interesting in that it shows thC't the final choice was 

made with a view to find inc the site ,.,rhich would best 

fulfill the r equirements outlined a bove. The story is 

as follows:-

On I•iay 3rd., 1812, Col. Graham choGe a site on the 

old farm 1Joutou, now Table Farm(lO) which had b.::;en abandoned 

in 1810. By 6th. ~:ay the Cape Re(iment had already moved 

to the site , and building o perations ·:rere commenced. 

However, before all the necessary buildin~ operationo were 

completed, doubts arose as to whether the site wc..s real ly 

as suitable a.s had at first been thought. Ensign Stockenstroom 

who knew the country v1ell , recommended to Col. Graham that 

he reconsider hie choice. Graham agreed, D.tld all ,.,rork was 

suspended while a further survey of the Zuurveld was made. 

The tale is nov/ taken up by Stoclcenstroo;ri:(ll) 

"After a f <;1·1 days r ec t and recoruoiterinr: the position, 
Col . Graham ordered me with a party of my men to fficort 
him over the vi~inity. I t ook h im dir3ct to an old 

(8) Cory: op. cit., p . 248 . 

( 9 ) ll:lap No. 5 in the atlas illuotrc.tef::! the recione.l settine; 
of Grahnmstovm. It \viJ.l be seen tha.t a ra.dius from the 
town of 22 ;-niles includes nearl y the 'tlho le length of the 
F i sh River from a point north-wect of the town (near the 
road to :Jedford ), to Trumpetter' F.: Drift in the north-ea[;t. 
Horth of the tov.rn Fort Bro\·~n is only 14 miles from Grahc.mc ­
town as the crow flie s . 

(10) Thomson: op . cit., n . 2 , Gays that this farm is about 7 n1iles 
from the centre of GrQ.hanotown. (It liec to the north-west 
of the to\m on the road to Riebeek East .) 

(11) Stockenctroom: 11 ilutobiography'', Vol. I, p.62, as quoted 
by Cory, op. cit ., p .248. 
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far m called Lucas l-"1eyer 1 s, which had been abandoned 
by t he owner , and burnt by the Ke.ffir s; t hence he 
ascendAd the Southern Ridge, whence he~ had a complete 
view of the went and the l ower part of the Fish River 
to its mouth. We next retur ned to the old kraals, 
examined the GDrings, then galloped across the f l at 
to Governor 1 s Kop, then called Ra:1.d Kop, where he 
had a most extensive view of 'the Aeiskama, t he Tyumei, 
the Kat , Koonap and North Kov1ie Lountain£, as well as 
the Upper Fish River as far as Esterhuis Poort. I 
pointed ou t to him the exact pooition of Trompetter 1 s 
Drift and Hermanus :~aal, but humbly 8uggested that 
Meyer ' s w~s a more corn5andinc position. He oojected 
to the weakneno of the water. I knevl none stronger 
in the country. We galloped back to ~eyer's then 
offsadd1ed under a tree, novl near the centre of 
Graham 1 s Town. Once more 1,ve star ted, ae;ain ascended 
some high land overlooking the country and the coast, 
and after some discusrion 1>1ith the member of his staff, 
the Colonel said: 1 I prefer this to Nontoo (Noutoe . ) 
It is a pity so much has been dOP.8 th~'~"e- At any 
rate , here vve must have our headquarters immediately, 
and let those old w~lls' ~12) (the ruined burnt 
remnants of the Boer's house near the tree mentioned 
above noticed ) 'oe co7ered in for the officers ' mess . 111 

It was thus that the present site of Grahamstown was 

chosen for the proposed military headquarters i n the Zuurveld . 

As can be seen from Stockens troom ' s account the s i te gave 

a commanding view of the surroundj_ne; Zuurveld, and was 

within satisfactory striking distance of the Fish River. 

(12) Cory: op . cit., in note ·2, p .248, there is the following 
comment by Cory: 
11 This old hour.e, which formed the bec inning of Graharns­
town, and which had been the homestead of the 11 Leenings 
Plaatzi' or Loan Farm, De Rietfontein, VIas situated in 
ti1e preoent Church Squr,re , a few ·y:ards fr~Jm the 
Cathedral Chancel, on the right hand aide as one 
approachet: the Railway Station . .. 11 

The tree mentioned, he r ayG, was a larGe mimosa , which 
stood in the middle of the pr esent High Street . (A 
monument commemorates the aite - see Plate No. II , p.5 
in the Photo0raphic Appendix, for a phoLograph of the 
monument - and stand~ almost oppos ite the present Po s t 
Office, about 58 yards went of the corner of High and 
Hill Streets . The wording on this monument reado: 110n 
this cpo t stood the tree under which Lieutenant-Colonel 
Graham and Captain Stockem:;troom decided upon the present 
site of the City of Grahe.mstown, June 1812. 11

) A e:lance 
at 1-lap No . 1 sho1·m the location in the town of the present 
Church Square, which is roughl;\' in the centre of the town, 
and from the contour mar , (Map No . 4) mc..y be seen to be 
situa ted uuon a ton"'ue of land in the centre of the 
hollow in which the'- town liec. .b.lS O f.·Ge Co 1. Graham 1 

8 

description of the site, p . 24 herein. 

/ 
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( 13) 
"It was then," as Sheffield s ays, "in 1811 r ight on 

the very outskirts of t he old Colony . Kafirland was at 

its ver y doors, and from no other spot could military 

oper ations be so successfully conducted as from here." 

The site of the cantonment ic descr ibed in a letter 
( l4) 

of Col. Graham to the Colonial Secretary, dated at 

Uitenhage, 14th. May, 1812: -

11 The Headquarters of the Cape Regiment, formerly a 
loan far m ·o ccupied by the deceased lucas ]1!1eyer, 11 is 
"situated about a mile from the source of the Kowie 
River . The spot selected on which to build the 
Barracks is on an elevated tonc;ue of land formed by 
the Kowie and another stream which joins i t below the 
Barracks, and both of which can be led over almost 
every part of the said £round, by which , including 
the whole space under the level of the water course 
from where the dams must be cons tructed , downwards, 
20 or 30 acres of land may be irricated . Both these 
streams may also afford irrigation to 40 or 50 ac~es 
of gently slopin£ ~round which f orms t heir banks,~l5 ) 
on the sides opposite to t hJse on which the s ite of 
the barrack i s chosen; above the watercourse on those 
sides (and also on the banks of the ICowie below the 
junction) there is a gentle ascent varying from a 
quarter to t :J.ree-quarte.rs of a mile in extent, from 
the bed of the river upwards, every bit of which is 
calculated for tilla3c. Hic her up st ill, although 
the hills are too steep to be ploughed, they produ ce 
excellent pastur e for cattle at all times and for 
sheep in summer . The Kowie River here runs easterly 
through 8 or 10 miles of a similar description of 
country, and is here and there joined ~y little streams 
of excellent water issuing from the small and 5ene~~6ly 
well-wooded ravines by which this beautiful valley~ J 
is intersected . There is an abundance of excellent 

(13) Sheffield : op. cit., Ch . . XVI , p. 161 . 

( 4) ' . i t rt VIII 2 0 1 Cory: op . clt ., Append x o ~h . , p . 5 . 

(15 ) In reading Graham 1 s description of land on the banks 
of the Kowie being suitable for cultivation, it is interest­
ing to note that to -d.e.y there are market gardens along 
the Kowie streams. (See tviap No . .b· shovrin(3 Land Utilisation 
in Grahamstown. ) These gardens extend much further from 
Church Square th~n Graham seems to have envisaged . To-day 
the streams run only after a rainstorm , but the gardens 
are irric;ated with water from boreholes sunk in or near 
the stream beds. Quite a number of the Gar dens l ie out­
s ide the town itself , in the Belmont Valley, l-2 miles 
or so away. 

(16) Graham refers to the Belmont Valley. 
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timber within 2 or 3 miles of the Cantonment, and 
some very good close to it. The roads leading to 
thic place are tolerably good and capable of improve­
ment . 11 

From Graham's description the site of Grahamstown was, 

it seems, well-suited for civilian settlement, and not 

solely for a strate3ic military outpost on the frontier . 

It met the twofold requirements laid down by Cradock. 

It was, in fact, from this site which Graham c~ose, that 

the future ''Queen of the East 11 
( 17) was to rise and reign. 

Work was started, in June 1812, on the building of 

the headquarters on the site lvhich Grah::-m had finally 

chosen. The old farm house became the officero' mess, 

while the men were housed in 18 tempor~ry huts. Stables 
(18) 

were built neo.rby. These were the first buildings in 

the future town , and were .s ituated roughly in and around 

the present Church Square. Land was granted to some 

officers of the regiment by Col. Lyoter, (who was nw in 

charge of the frontier) and these officers buil t houses 
( l C, ) 

for themselves. / Thus the embryo town hcd been fo rmed 

~ but it was nothin3 more than ~ few crude buildings in 

the wilds of the Zuurveld. 

This collection of huts, which formed the nucleus of 

the proposed frontier headqua.rters, had still to receive a 

name. This was officially given to it on 14th. August, 

1812, in terms of the following government advertisement:-

(17) A title given to the town in an article on the tovm, 
in the G·ra ham ' s Town Journal for 25 December, 1852. 

(18) Cory: op . cit., p. 249 . Also see Diagram No . 1, p. 29 
herein, showing the layout of the rudimentary town 
as it was in 1814 when Knobel surveyed it . 

(19) See Diagram No . 1, p . 29 herein for the location of 
thes e houses. 
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11His Excellency the Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
is pleased to notify and direct that the present 
Headquarter Cantonment of the Cape Regiment, situated 
in the Zuure Veld, l'ihich is also to be the future 
Residency of the Deputy Landdrost of Uitenhage , shall 
be henceforward designated and only acknowledged, 
by the name of Graham 1 s Town, in testimony of His 
Excellency's Respect for the Services of Lieutenant­
Colonel Graham, throul"l"h v.rhose able exertions the 
Kaffer Tribes)have been expelled from that valuable 
district. 11 l 20 

Grahamstown was henceforward officially in existence, 

and the date of its officic.l recognition '•r2.s thus the 14th. 

Aug~st, 1812. The town was located - to use sociological 

rather than military terminoloG~, for its spatial domination 

of the surrounding Zuurveld and re3ional control of the 

app~oaches to the Fish River, and the interior beyond. 

The location of Grahamstown was the result of its potential 

ecological domination of the surrounding region, of its 

good water supply and potentiality for the production of 

food. All these were necessary requirements for the site 

of a military post on·an undeveloped fronti er, where 

isolation and outflankinE due to attackin3 bands of Kaffirs 

was not infrequent. The ecology and topography of the 

region determined its l ocation: its first and primary 

function was strategic in nature ~ to defend and protect the 

frontier dis tricts of the Eastern Cape. 

In fact then, initially , both in location and function, 

Grahamstown was purely and simply an important outpost on 

the eastern frin~ec of the Cape Colony. This strategic 

character v..ras to domina te and wield e,n important influence 

on the history of the town for a good part of the 19th. 

Century. It may be added that in this function also lay 

the main source of the further development of the town. 

(20) Cory: op. cit., p. 250. 
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The dominance of Grahamsto'tfm over the region explains its 

subsequent importance as a trading centre, and why it became 

the 11 Emporium 11 and "I:etropolis" of the Eaetern frontier 

districts of the Cape Colony . This fUnction was to change 

at a later date - was in fact to last only as long as the 

town was an outpost on the undeveloped frontier - and once 

the function was fin~lly lost, the town stagnated. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE EARLY DEVEIDPMENT OF GRAHA~!STOU~J. 

(i) FIRST PP..ASE -The Planning of the Tow~nd the 

Introduction of Facilities for 

Civilian Settlement: 

Grahamstown was not to remain long solely a military 

establishment. As haG been pointed out previous l y(l) 

in the original directive to Col. Graham one of the 

conditions laid down by Grado ck regarding the choice of 

the ~Site for the headquarters was that it should be suit-

able also ·for settlerr.ent by civilians - Cory. states tha·;., 

Cradock decided that the civilian character should be the 
(2) 

predominant one. The town was m~de part of the Landdrostry 

of Uitenhage, and vvas to have its De;mty-Landdrost. (3
) 

In November , 1812, the Depty-Landdrost, Major Fraser, 

and the Commanding Officer of Grahamstown, (Col. Lyster), 

were instructed to select suitable spo ts on which to erect 

the firot public buildings, \vhich were, if possible, to 

be some distance away from the military installations. 

These buildings were to consist of a house for the Deputy-

Landdrost, a prison, accommodation for t he 1-i.essenger and 

Constable and t1vo kaffir policemen . The site for these 

(see Diagram No. 1, p. 29 herein, and Di~gram No. 2, p. 31 

herein) 1-ras at the ITrosdty, at the west end of High Street, 

while the military quc~rters were in the present Church Square. 

Thus, the first step had been taken towards the formation 

(1) See page 21 above . 

(2) Cory: op. cit., Ch. IX, p . 267 . 

(3) See Government Advertisement quoted on page 26 above . 
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DIAGRAM No. 1: GRAHAr-ffiTOWN IN 1814 - TWO YEARS AFTER ITS 
FOUNDATION . 
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of a town, and the central axis of the tow·n, High Street, 

had thus in fact been delimited. 

Until this date (at the end of the first six months 

to a year of its existence) Grahamstown was little mor e 

than a name:( 4 ) apart from the military camp, there was 

nothing. In order to develop the to1~ it was necessary 

to attract settlers. At first a rather indefinite scheme 

to sell plots of 50 x 150 paces at £1 . 10 .0d . each was 

started, but by 1814, it 'Cook on a more definite shape, 

for in that year, J . Knobel, a land surveyor, was sent 

to Grahamstol'r~ f or t,~:) p:npose of n:t,:::.."):r::~~ ly lo.y~n3 out 

the township." . 

The towh as it vms when Knoble arrived in 1814 is 

shown in Diagram No . 1, page 29 above, which is based on 

his sketch of the place. As may be seen, it was nothing 

more than a military camp with a collection of almost 40 

buildings - most of which we vmuld describe as huts. The 

shells of the prison and rr.essenger ' s house were already 

built, and Knobel took the former - even though he 

erroneously called it the messenger 1 s house (see footnote 

to Diagram No. 1) - a.s the starting point for his measure~ 

ments, and as the line of the future main street of the 

town (now the present High Street.) If one compares the 

following extracts from Knobdl's letter to the Government 

and the sketch plan that he drew (a diagram of which is 

shown on page 31 below) with the plan of the town to-day 

(see Map No . 1 in the a ltas ), it will be seen that his 

scheme and layout have been carried out in the planning 

and development of the centre of the town. The broad pattern 

of the layout of the town was determined as early as 1814. 

(4) Cory: op. cit. , p. 269 . 
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The followinc extre.cts from Knobel's letter to Cradock 

indicate thj_s :-

"AccordinG to your v.rish I have bec;un the survey of 
this place by tracing the line on \·rhich the messene:er 1 s 
house is now building" (he meant the prison) "supposins 
thut line to be m&de the Louth cide of a straight 
street running from the spot where l:.he Drostdy House 
is to be built, to the corner of the last lot as they 
are standing, but as the e"'Cecution of that plan 
seems to have some difficultie~, I have thought 
necessary, previous to me~suring of rny of the lots, 
to submit to you r. c::etch:' (see Dia?~ram No. 2 , p. 31 
above) "the dotted lines renrese:::.t the lines on which 
the messenger 1 i~ house is no~T beo;un and the places the 
officers vmuld occupy if they were b ... ~oucht up so far 
co to face a street made on that line. Nov1 you will 
percei~re that the lo to, bein:; laid down in that manner, 
would not only orin~ the buildinc;u now standinc; in 
an awkua.:"'d poci~:..oil, but thro;.; som-.:: uf them entirely 
within the pro pert~· of e.no ther peroon; besides the 
inconvenience, the north side tl1e r treet would run 
just on the rost elbv~ted ground , and the street 
vmuld not be mDde ~r ider than about 105 feet, without 
interferinf again with the buildin3c on the east 
corner. '' .t>.fter f 1crther E::nurner c tins othe r difficulties, 
he continues : "The only '.-my therefor·e to escape ::1t 
l eas t dome of these inconveniences , ~ ppeared to me 
to be the fo llo·1in:3, to keep , with a v ery trifling 
alterc;.tion , the line on vrhich the !11·J3Sen.::;er 1 s house 
is now begun all the way dO''fn, for the south side of 
the street, orly ullowinc an openinc to the road 
going thr ou:h bet,.reen Dr. Glaeser 1

t> Jot a.nd the hospital, 
by "~:Thich means the line of houses on the lots on that 
side would be brouGht up above the watercourse, whereas 
the houses now staxJ.d in~ e..re considerably below it; 
in consequence, a good dec...l of the best l'fa tered zround 
is rendered usele2s . The north side o f the r, treet, I 
would propose :.o rl,n dovrn from the Drostdy House to 
opposite the corn&r lot '\·.Jhere tbe hospital now stand.3 , 
leavinG there c.. passace for the road from Uitenhac;e to 
com' in, and tr.Lc lots gr c:.nt :.d to the o;ficers to rena in 
as they ~re, only bri~fing them so fur out es to allow 
them a space for buildinc: othE.:r houses in front of those 
now standing, c:nd then from the oDpo~ ite corners of the 
last two lots, ~ ntr~ight s treet miGht , if necessary, 
hereafter be e::tended in 0.ny l0ngth, l·'hlch would be 
found mo~t expedisnt, if in the direction marked in the 
sketch it v-rould just brine; ~he 'b.i3hest nc .. rt of the ground 
in the middle of tho Jtroet . This ~cthod would g ive the 
Drostdy House a '.rievr uf the Vlhole stre~~~ r..nd althou13h 
a tri~n:ular s~~ce ~~uld be left onen,l~J that space 
he.ving the most elev·1ter1 ground in its centre, mie;ht 
allow a very convE?g-~cnt c i tue:tion f·)r c. church or any 
public building . 11 ~ • 

(5 ) This footnote iE c;lven over the pace . 

(G) ·rhis footnote b zlv en over the ::)age . 
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Sir John Cradock decided that he would accept Knobel's 

recommendat~ons and pro~o&als for Grahamstown. He further 

decided th~t the erven on both sides of the main street 

would be s old by public auction, the conditions of sale 

being that the buyer rm.l f...· t erect, within 18 months of purchase 

of the erf, a good hou0e on the site , to be not less than 

30 feet long, 13 feet deer, a nd 8 feet high , with walls 

o f either stone , bricl: or mud . Failing this, he would 

forfeit all right to the property, wl1ich v1ou ld revert to 

the Crown. 

On Mo.y 8th. , 18:..5, a Public S.:. le was held , and the erven 

on both sides of Eigh Street ~ere s old. In that year, the 

military comp v.,raf2 moved to Fort Eneland, .30 that the nucleus 

of the town its e lf was left clear for development by settlers . 

It is from this time tha t we may date the beginnings of the 

development of the town itse1f apart from the military camp . 

Before 1815, it 1N'as still , to all intents and purposes, 

( ~ ) This trian: ular space referr9d to is now Church Square, 
uart of whict. is occUj)ied by the Angl ican Cr~ thedral Church 
of Bt . ·hichael . end St. Georc.:e . Too, from the steps of the 
main entrance, Rhode!:: Uni vere. i ty, (which no1·; sta nds vlhere 
the old Drostdy Houfe once .,tood) one hae. a view 9f the 
whole of High Street as f a r as t he Cathedral (see Plate No . 
LXXVII, p. 67 of the Photoc raphic Appendix for a Dhotos ran h 
taken of High Street from the ma in building , Rhodes TJniver­
s i ty. Thus, Knobel's su~ge~ tion.: for Hig h Street were 
carried ou t in detail - even to the P·J i nt of u c ing the open 
triancle in High Street for the o ite of a church. 

(6) Cory: o p . cit . , pp . 269- 271. (~;.l ::.. o nee photostatic 
copy of the oric inal in the Cory Library, nhode~: University .) 
Cory remarls.:s that in his plan Knobel ic;nored t he military 
encampment - see Enobel' :.. sketch, Dia.e;ra m 1;o . 2 above -
probably because he knevl tl1r t it via s of a temporary nature. 
In 1615 the men's huts and stables were s till standing , but 
had deteriorated so badly tha t they wer e no lon5er worth 
repairinz, s o that j_t was decided to move the camp . A spot 
one-and-a -hc..lf miles c..-vmy was cho s en, nnd ther e brick barracks 
were built. These barrc..cks vrere fir s t ca1led the Eant Barracks , 
and then later were the fort England Barra ckc . (Their site is 
to -day occupieCl. by the :;~resent !i'ort England r-lental Hospital, 
in the south- east corner of the town.) 
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( 7) 
solely a camp: fro m 1815 onwards, the way was definitely 

open for c i vilian development - the tov-.rn could beg in to 

develop as a town, and not solely as a milita ry outpost. 

(i~ SECOND PHASE - The Development of the Town as a 

Centre of Civilian SettlemeDt, and 

the Ac~is ition of Administr a t i ve 

and Commercial Functions : 

Development 

On 7th. January, 1814, the Di Etrict of hlbany was 

created , and was define~ aL that portion of Uitenhage 

previous ly known as the Zuurve ld. The Deputy-Landdrost 

of Uitenha~e, who was resident in Grahar!:st::nm, was made 

the Land~rost of Graham ' s Town, under whose jurisdiction 

the new district fell. (
8

) Thie meant tha t Grahams town 

was made the administrative and l egal centre o f the Zuur-

veld , and had begun to ~cquire its functional dominance 

over the surrounding country. Thus, b~.r the middle of the 

second decade of the 19th. Century, hardly three years 

after its foundation, Grahamstown wa2 already - in name 

(7) nev . J. Campbell: Travels in South Africa: 1815 , Ch. IX, 
pp . 156-7. Campbell visited the town before 1815, and 
describes the houses a3 bein~ built of mud and reeds . 
He s~eaks of some good 6ardens belonging to t he officers, 
but makes no mention of ~ny civilian~ . 

(8) It is interestinc to note thQt to-day Grahamstovm is 
still the seat of the rna[iBtrate for ;.lbany . Thu s , 
the o ld Landdrost ' s functions, and his district , have 
been taken over to - da y by the modern magis trate , (though 
the 1814 a rea of Albany h&s been nuch reduced, as 
development of the district necess itated the division of 
it into several smeller districts of a manageable size 
-one of these districts ie still called 11Albany. 11

) In 
this respect at least, Grahamstown has retained to an 
extent the legal and administrative pos i tion that it held 
almost 140 years ae:o. 
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and theory at any rate - the military headquar ters for 

the whole of the frontier of the Eastern Cape , and the 

administrative and lege l centre for fue surrounding Zuurveld. 

In fact, however, all tl1is \'las l..;.rge ly on paper only, for 

the town itself v-ms hardly more than a cluster of houses 

in the veld , while Albany was .s till almoct completely 

undeveloped country. 

In 1819, the :~attle of Grahamcto'\.Yn( 9 ) in which the 

town wa s unsuccessfully besieged by attacking Kaffirs, 

took place. For our purposes, the battle it: not of 

importance, except in s o f(lr a.s the defe.:t t of t,he Kaffirs 

at Grahamstown saved the rest of the Eac-tern Province 

from invasion and stopped the movemen t oftbe Bantu tribes 

to the south, by turnin~ them boc:~ e.croLs the Fish River. 

The tovm ha.d proved its stro.tec;ic value, c:nd in the years 

ahead, v1:1s to do so more th:1n once: in 'uhe -{rordf: of Thomson 

it became 11 a guo.rcntee of the permanence of European 

civ ilisa. tion in the L:.uurveld . 11 
( 
10 ) 

Of more interest to u c , however , is Cory ' s description 

of the ecology o f the town at the time of the battle, for 

it gives us an idea of how J.ittle it had yet developed as 

il t I l (' l 0 c ( 11 ) t t t t a c iv ian cen re . n __ (_, _/, ory says ha he otc-.1 

nvmber of build inGs of all ty~)es in the town prota"bly did 

not exceed thirty. The hou~es vrere sea ttered and far between. 

11 The few houses which hc;.d been built on the erven sold in 

(9) Ao i o to be exrected , uritero have dealt f a irly fully 
with the Eattle of Grc. .1amstown, L.nd refere:,1ces to it 
abound. For a full account of the battle, and probably 
one of the best , see Cory: Jp. cit., Ch. XII, pp. 385-90. 

(10) I'homGon: op. cit . , p . 2 . 

(ll) Cory: op . cit . , pp. 38 j ff; he lists the houses which 
were there in 1819. 
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1815 ge.ve no more than a suspicion that a Gtreet, the 

present Higi.1 Street, was in the course of forma. tion. 

The simple erchitecture of the buildinEB standing upon 

the rough e;rass veldt, o.nCI. the three roads leading to the 

place being little more than trac::s worn by wae;ons, the 

whole must have presented the ~rypearunce of a village 

community in its most pri:rr:itive forrJ. 11 Ee considers that 

the 32 armed civilians amor.g the defenderf: \vere probably 

the total male civilian population of t he time. As he 

makes the total number of defenders (including the 32 

male civilians) to have been 333 m~lec, the tot~l population 

of the town, including ,,·ives ::.nd chil1ren of the civilians 

and soldiers whose families lived in the town, can hardly 

have amounted to more thu.n 400 persons of t'.ll races, -

of thes e most would have been ~ oldiers quartered at the 

East Barrac!{s (later lm01vn ~S 11 Fort ..,n""l~nd 11
) .&!1 t; · d.. • In addition, 

while as far back as 181~ the first ~ublic buildings had 

been decided on, and si tes cho::>en, the history of the 

almos t interminable delay:.: in their constr;;_ction meant 

that the to,m was still, in effect, wi thov.t .:.Jublic buildings . 

The contractors f ai led to complete the 1·:ork and othem who 

were called in repeated the process: e:1.cL time let:al wrangles 

over payment and forfeit of contrects added to the muddle . ( l 2 ) 

By the beginning of ths third decade of the century, 

Grahamc town was already in existence, was the military 

headquarters on the ~aster~ frontier of the Cape, and 

was t he admi nis trative and legnl ceutre for the surroundin~ 

Zuurveld. Yet it could hardly condider itself a civilia n 

(12) Cory: op. cit., passim. 
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settle, ent and a town as distinct from a fortified place. 

Despite the fact that, as has been shown, by J815 it had 

already acquired facilites for civiliE' n se ttlement in 

terms of the surveying of erven, a nd the plac ing of these 

erven on the mar:.::et, few of the erven had yet been sold, 

and the proposed government buildin!js vrere no more than 

uncompleted shells , $0 tha t in fact, civilir,n development 

in the toun v.ras s tagnant. In short, the town was still 

an embryonic clus ter of build ingb in a hollow in the 

Zuurveld. After the initial develop~ent following on 

the foundation of the town, s ta(jnat ion had set in, and the 

town was static.(l3 ) After 1815 it stood wait ing for 

some stimulus to awaken it e.ni force it to develop and 

t ake upon itself the import~nce and euthor ity t hL t it 

was intended tha t it should have, but 'V.rhich s till c..s yet 

existed laq:;ely in the r ~alm of Governme'1.t ~·azettes . 

PERIOD III: 1820 - 1:30: The hdvent of the l820 Settlers, 

[...nd cheir Influence on the Development of 

the Town: The Era of nap id Deve1Q£ment and 

Exuansion : 

As f ar back as 1809, t her8 had been suggest ion~ for 

filling up the Eastern frontier areao of the Cepe Colony 

with immicrants , and so creati:i.1g a buffer bet, ·een the 

Native tribes and the Colony proper . ( l 4 ) In thc,t year, 

Co l . Collings , the Frontier Com~iss~oner, reco mmended the 

expul.:;ion of the Kaffirs acro ss the Fish Riner , and t he 

( 13) See J._ppendix A for exc.:nples of this trend. 

(14) Sheffield : o~ . cit ., Ch . VI , p . 61 . 
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settlement of the Zuurveld, to stop the inroads of the 

Kaffirs. As we have seen, the former course of action 

was carried out under the direction of Col. Graham in 

1812, but until the date of the Battle of Graharns town, 

the ::astern frontier ha d remE': ined relatively undeveloped, 

and the "buffer" of settlers had never been created. Now, 

however, the time had arrived 1-rhen that second proposal 

could be carried out . 

The next factor in the development of Grahamc·town 

carne from Europe. After the end of the Napoleonic War3, 

Britain experienced a perior of economic , __ ncl soc ial 
(15) 

dislocation. The progress of the Industrial and 

Agricultural RevolutionE, toEether with the demobilisation 

of the army, and inflationary movement£: i n Br i tain's 

econo1ny, all helped to cause a technolocical unemployment, 

and disse_ tisfaction a;.1d poverty arnon,:- the vmrking classes. 

The riots of the time, involv in::: machine- wreckint: and riclt-

burnin(;, and incidents li ';:e Peterloo in 1819, iiere symptoms 

of these processes. A policy had to be developed to ease 

the internal position, and emi~ration was su~~es ted . 

.Attention was drawn to the Ce..:oe as a suitable place for 
(16) 

emigration. Finally, in the House of Commons, in July 

1819 it wab decidert on the motion of the Ch[,,ncellor of the 

Exchequer, to spend £50,000 on sending out some 4 ,000 settlers 

to the Er...stern frontier of the Cape. 'l'hus it \ffas , that as a 

relief measure for unemployment and work in[ class distress 

in :Dritain the immigration into the Cape of the 11 1820 Settlers 11 

(15) Cory: or; . cit., Vol. II, Ch. I; a lso consult economic 
hietories dealinc with this period in Britain - see 
the bibliography at the encl. of this :.i tudy. 

(16 ) Sheffield: op. cit. , Ch . IX . 



39. 

came about. (l7 ) 

The Settlers were 8hipped to Al~oa Bay (now Port 

Elizabeth) and thence taken overland to the Zuurveld, 

where they were ziven land. There they had t o build their 

own dwellings, 2nd lee rn how to f a r m in a strange climate, 

and live in country by no neun~ free from attacks by the 

Kaffirs. (l8 ) 

I-1ost of the Settlero were settled around the present 
(la' area of Bathurst, -'· v-rhich was beyond the immediate pro-

tection of Grahamstown. Cont~equently, in I11ay 1820, Donki n 

the Acting-Governor uf the time, chose a cpot(now the 

town of Bathurst) which was to become the administrative 

centre of the settlement . The .tovm that it was proposed 

to build there would be the seat of magistracy instead 

of Grahamstown, and would tf:J:e precedence over Grahamstown . 

A provisional magis trL.te, Captain '.rrappes, vms appointed 

in September 1820, and plans were drawn up for administrative 

buildings for the new tovm. It is not surrr ising, therefore, 

that with official blessinP,, Bathurst soon became the centre 

of rapid and enthusiastic growth . Bv June 1821 - about a 

year after its foundc: tion - 20 hous es had been built , and 

a church and school '·1er e :r.lo.nned . 
( ~n ) 

It reemed that 

(17) For a discussion o f the co ming of the 1820 Settlers see 
the issue of the Grahg.o ' s Town Journal for Nay 23, 1870 
(which commemmoratec the 50th. Anniversary of the landing 
of the 3ettlers): see the edi torie 1 "Ori~in and Progress 
of the Settlement of Albany , R . Godlonton", and the 
article by Rev . iv. 3arceant "A Dr i e f Historic Sketch of 
the Albany Settlement of 18:20." · 

(18) For a description of the condition~ c;overning the 
emiGration fro n• 3ritc.in , and of the experiences of the 
Settlero on the voyr ~e , · nd then l~ter in the Zuurveld , 
see Cory ; op. cit., Vol. II, passim; 2 lso ,J. Go ldswo. in: 
Chronicle: The Jan riiebeec k Society, Vol . I, 1946, and 
Vol. II , 1949 . 

(19) Cory : op . c it ., Vol. II, Ch . II, p . 6lff . 

(20) Cory: op. cit . , Ch . III, ,p. 93 ff. 
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Grahamstown would lose its domination of the surrounding 

region, and would moreover, lose it to a younger and more 

vigorous rival. 

This, however, was not to be. (2l) Lord Charles Somerset, 

then Governor of the Cape, returned from Britain, and on 

8th. February 1822 countermanded Donkin's order and established 

Grahamstown as the major town in Albany. While Bathurst 

was a suitable focal point for supplying the immediate 

needs of the settlers, it lacked the wider regional import-

ance which a dominant ecological setting gave to Grahamstown. 

It i s not surprising, therefore, that the town finally 

remained the civil and mil itary cen tre of the frontier. 

It has already been noted that the settlers had to 

learn how to farm in a s trange climate. Added to this, the 

fact that most of them were not farmers by profession,( 22 ) 

made it not surprisin£ that crop failures, due to lack of 

knowledge as well as misfortune, soon drove many off the 

land, into the nearby towns . There they sought to make 

a living by means of the trades that they pursued formerly 

in Britain, or by means of any work that they could find 

and which offered some prospect o f keering them alive. (23 ) 

Mor eover, the fact that many of the settlers were, prior 

(21) I bid : Ch. IV , p . 134 . 

(22) See Cory: op. cit., Vol, II, Ch. I , p . 35 . 

(23 ) Sheffield : op. cit., Ch. XI, p . 126; also Thomson: op. 
cit., p . 15 . This migration of the settlers to the 
towns reminds one of the movement of marginal farmers 
off the land, which we have seen in South Africa since 
the development of an industrial economy has replaced 
a subsistence one- in both cases failure to live off 
the land led to flight to the town in an attempt to 
earn a living . (See e. ~ .C.~. de Kiewiet : A Social and 
Economic Eistory of South Africa: Oxford University Press, 
london, 1946, Ch. VIII. 
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to their emigration from Britain, town-dwellers who knew 

little, if a~ything, of life in the country, and who were 

now, moreover, p laced in wild, undeveloped country which 

was intermittently raided by Kaffirs, provided an added 

reason why the townseven though they were mere hamlets, 

attracted many of the s ettlers. As a result, the population 

of the towmon the frontier increased, and it is only, in 

effect, from the time ~f the coming of the 1820 Settlers, 

and their movement off t he land into the towns, that we 

find Grahamstown begins to develop significantly. It is 

after 1820 that we can date the rise of its importance and 
' 

its ecological, socio lo gica l and economic domination of 

the surrounding region. 

The immigrat ion of the settlers into the Zuurveld 

contributed to the develo pment of Grahamstovm in several 

ways:-

1. The Development of the Zuurveld: 

The advent of the settlers meant that a hitherto 

largely uninhabited area was gradually turned into an 

area of European settlement. This in itself had a stimulating 

effect on Grahamstown. The settlers nee1ed things which barren 

veld does not supply, and the result was that Grahamstown 

began to be commercially important. It developed into a 

supply centre for the needs of the surrounding region, and 

as time vvent on, this characteristic became more and more 

prominent. In effect then, it meant that the settlement of 

the frontier areas created a demand for goods and services . 

Thereafter Grahamstown began to develop as a treding centre, 

and expanded commercial and trading e s tablishments over and 

above the needs of the small town itself . It had to supply 

the region, and not just its own internal requirements; or 
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to put it another way, a regional demand had been created 

by the influA of settlers and Grahamstown expanded to meet 

this dem~nd. 

2. The ~1iP::ru tion of the Settlers off the Land into the Towns: 

as has been pointed out, the settlers did not fare too 

'V'Tell on thG l and , e.nd before long a movement off the land 

into the to'V'ms started. Bathurst, a town of local importance 

only, J:;. ::-.d f::1~.led to OGC.Jne the centre of the frontier, so 

that 0-J.. .... A.h:J.mc to,-rn was tbe only town of any importance near to 

~ha w~in body of settlers. Consequently it attracted a good 

deal of those 'V'Tho lelt the land without serious competition 

from other UY'be.n areas. This influx of settlers into the 

t.o¥m influerced it in several way$: 

(a) I t increased the population and size of the town, 

stin~latinG development, so that for the first 

t:'.::-·o G·::·ahc.ms GOI·m began to take· · on the appearance 

of an uroc:m area and not merely that of a settle­

r:;:;ont of soldiers with an addedsprinkling of civilians. 

Houses c=md commercial establishments were built; 

the need became apparent for institutions such as 

churches and schools . Soon attention would have 

to be given to p~oblems of town administration and 

organisation - the little hamlet was developing 

tho needs and problems o f an urban community. 

(b) It he lped to develop trades and certain types of 

m~.nor lndns Gl,ies in the to'V'm, for many of the 

settler.s set up business in their old trades, or 

ln ne~·J ones. Under the stimulus of a ready market 

sel'Vices such as the different branches of wholesale 

and retail appeared ; industries such as building, 

''lagon-bui l ding, smithing and leather and hide tanning 
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developed, or ~oon expanded if they were alr eady 

ill existence. The way was opened for the gradual 

emer eence of a rr.iddl e class i n the t o1vn - occupa­

tional differ entiation (always ·a s i e:n of develop­
(24) 

ment) wao to incr ease. 

(c) I t meant that for the f i rst t i me in the history 

of the town a supply of both skilled and unski l led 

European labour vras more readily available to 

meet t.he increasing needs of the town and the 

region. It seems that in the pas t a sho r tage 

of labour had severely hctmpered the development 

of the town; (25 ) this obstacle impeding e xpancion 

was remo ,·ed , and Graha.ns to1-;n <>ould make the mos t 

of its opport unities for development . 

3 . The Development of 1're.de wi t h the Native 'l'ribes ~ 

The infl ux of the s e t tlers into the frontier region 

meant that there came into exictence a civilian population 

able to exploit the opportunities for trade i:ith the Na t ive 

tribes across the Fish River, afforded by t he reJ.a t ive peace 

which fo llovTed the Batt le of Gra he.111s tovm in 1819. Consequently, 

the settlement o f the Zuurveld was soon fo llowed by the 

development of a boom i n trade with t he tribes in t he interior 

and Grahamstown, as the dominant town on the frontier, became 

the base c?.mp for traders, and the centre through which 

(24 ) For occupational differentiation as an index to urban 
development see :t . B. Gillen : Dietribution of Occupations 
as a City Yardstick : ~ing 1 s Press , N.Y., 1951 . 

(25 ) From Cory 1 s ve.riouc r emark3 about the cons truction of the 
pub l ic buildings of t he town, it will b e realised t hat 
the s hortase of labour ~ especially skill ed labour - wac 
an i mpo r tc:.nt fe.ctor in the continuJ.l delayF and diff i­
culties with contractors experienced by the government 
in its ~ttempts to eet these buildin:u completed. 
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flovled all the incGming and outr::oinc articles involved 

in this trade. This f nct contributed in no small measure 

to the grov.rth of capita. l and the prosperity and commercial 

importance of the town. In short, the co ming of the 

settlers meant the developtlent of trade vlith the tribes 

across the Fish River, 8nd so meant a con~iderable increase 

in the commercial import~nce of Grahamstown. 

4. The Setting in Motion of "Viciou.s Circles : 

The cor1ibined effect of the above trends was to set 

in motion "vicious circles 11 
- (the well~kno\m phenomenon 

of self-accelerating i nterre l ated forces): increasin£ 

population, increasing demand for goods both by the region 

and the tovm itself, the presence of skilled and unskilled 

labour, to[ether with an expanding market for its exploit 

-ation and for its products , and the developinG trade 

with the Native tribes across the Fish River, a ll combined 

to attract further people and : oods to the town - traders 

moved there to exploit the developing demand of the town, 

the reg ion , and the Native tribes; more labour would be 

needed for the consequent expan~ion and development in 

the town , and so on. In fact, the accelerating and self­

perpetuating cycle of growth and development which operates 

in any region undergoing rapid expansion had started, 

and was to continue for the next twenty to thirty years 

before it started to die away . It was, indeed , to continue 

for as long a s Grahamstm~n remained the dominant to-vm in 

an expanding region; as long as it It/as the supply centre 

fo r the frontier, and an outpos t of c iviliea tion on the 

borders of the Colony . For the time beinc a t any rate, 

stagna tion had c:;one, and Grahaliistown was 5rowin6 and ex~ 

pandine:; . . .. 
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Unfortunately, due to the lack of detailed population 

and economic statistics for the town a t this period, it 

is in many cases difficult or impossible to go further 

than merely making general statements to illustrate the 

operation of the trends mentioned above. We turn now to 

examine the available data and to offer examples of the 

operation of the trends stated above and the effects they 

had on the town. 

1. Increase in the Spatial Size and Population of the Town: 

(a) Growth in the Number of Buildings and P~ivate Houses 

After 1820, with increasing population due to the 

migration of the settlers off the land, and due also to the 

wave of commercial prosperity caused by expanding trade, 

a building boom occurred in Grahamstown. There are various 

estimates of the number of buildings or houses in the town 

at different times, and these clearly show the growth of 

the town during the 'twenties. These estimates are as 

follows:-

Year 

1814 

1819 

1820 
1820 
1820 

1821 

1826-7 

1830 

Es timated No. Houses &/or Buildings in Grahamstovm 

18 Buildings approx., (excluding the temporary 
huts for the ~en) of which at the most 12 
were houses . t 26) 

30 Buildings of all types, at a maximum. (27 ) 
(28) 

10 - 20 Houses. ) 
20 - 25 buildings ~orthy to be called hous es. (29 
12 Houses approx. t 30) 

80 Houses approx . (3l) 

300+ Houses (32 ) 
(33 ) 

417 Houses (excluding the barracks) 

(26) Counted from Knobel's sketch of the town in 1814, 
shown on p. 29 above . 

(27) See the last paragraph, p. 35 above. 

(See over the page for remaining footnotes) 
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The figures for the number of houses and/or buildincs 

in Grahamstcwn, given above have been graphed on page 47, 

and this graph leaves no doubt at a!l -as to the very 

mar ked buildin~ expansion which occurred in the town 

after 1820 . Accordin3 to these estimates, the number of 

houses in Grahamstown increased ~bout twenty-fold during 

the decade 1820-1830. Prior to J.820, Gre.ha;·o[ town was 

stagnant and at an embryoni c staEe of development . The 

stimulus provided b:Jr the coming of the settlers made 

Grahamstown n. town during the 1 twenties . (34) 

Describing the building expansion shovm a"!::o7o, 

Thomson(35) says that it was the result of a rapid rise 

in the uopulation of Grahamstown, together I'Tith the 

sudden access to wealth c fforded it by the development 

of trade with the Kaffir tribes in the interior. He 

remarks that a vast building progra-mme was undertaken, 

so that 11 whereas in 1822 High Street was no more than 

a well defined wagon track and Captain !:-L J. Sparks had 

asked to be shown the line of the street , in 1824 every 

erf \·ras occupied., and conformed to a definite line; Ne1:!, 

Hill and Bathurst Streete had taken shape; Church Square 

(28) Sheffield: op . cit . , Ch . XVII, p . ~13 ; (note that these 
a re houses and not buildinps of all kinds as in the 
previous estimates . ) ~ 

(29) Goldswain : op. cit . , Vol. I, Ch. II , p . 24. 

(30) J. Noble: Descriptive Handbook of the Cape Colony: 
1875 , Ch . VII, n . 187 . 

(31) G. Thompson: Travels and Adventures in Southern Africa. : 
1827 , Part I, Ch. IIl, pn . 25-6 . 

(32) Ibid: Note th<lt the book was published. in 1827, and 
describes a vioit shortly before this time - say about 
1826-7. 

(33) The South African Almanac and Directory for 1831, pp . 171- 8 . 

(34) and (35 ) (See over the ~) 
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was well populated; Bell (now ca!.leo_ Worcester), African, 

Dun<'las, Beaufort, Somerset, i·~arket and Laurence (sic) 

Streets had already been surveyed; and Settlers' Hill( 36 ) 

had a thriving, if somewhat erra tic.s.lly dis per sed community. ;r 

Thomson then goes on to describe some of the more important 

buildings in the town which were built durinE this period 

of expansion. (37 ) 

Writing on this same point of buildin~ expansion, 

Sheffield says that the 11 
•••• progress me.de in the little 

township in the first ei: ht years of the settlement was 

very rapid, no less than four hundred ·buildings having 

been _e r-ec te d in that time II (38) so tl.1a t there is ... ' 
no doubt about the buildinG boom ca.used by the coming of 

the settlers. Visual evidence of this hoom may be seen 

in the Photographic Appendix (q.v.) vihere it is possible 

to compare views of the town before and after the effects 

of the coming of the Settlers had made themselves felt . 

(b) Growth in the Pouulation of Grahamstov-Tn: 

Estimates of the increase in the po~)ul_ation of the 

(34) 0oldswain (one of the 1820 0ettlers) did not think much 
of Graha mstown when he first saw it in 1820, a nd indeed 
wondered if the place was worthy to be called a town. 
(op. cit., p . 24 .) In this attitude of Goldswain we 
can see reflected the undeveloped and stagnant stete in 
which the town was before the Settlers arrived. 

(35) Thomson: op. cit., p . 18 . 

(36) See ~-J:ap No . l in the atlas, showin:: the location of 
these streets in the town . Settlers' Hill was a rather 
undefined area in the vicinity of St . ·3artholomevr 
Street, Cross Street, and thereabou ts . Photographs of 
old houses still standing on 6ettlers 1 Hill may be seen 
in the Photographic Appendix. 

(37) See his book (op. cit.) p . 19ff . Thomson describes the 
town (pp. 5-11) as it was in 1820 before this expansion 
took place , and it is i nteresting to compare this with 
the description vlhich is quoted above . 

(38) Sheffield: op . cit ., Ch . XVI, pp . 167ff. 
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town during the 1820's are, unfortunately, far less 

numerous than are those for the number of houses in the 

town. However, such est imates as there are show the 

same trend of growth and expansion after 1820 which· 

housing exhibits. The estimates are as follows: 

Year 

1819 

1826 

1828 

1830 

Estimates of the Size of the Population of 
Graharnstown 

400 approximately (includin[ soldiers)(39) 

2,500 approximately 

3 ,00J approximately 

1,715 civilians (42 ) 

do. 

do. 

(40) 

(41) 

As there are but few estimates there is no point in 

graphing them. As they stand, they show clearly the 

increase in the population which took place during the 

'twenties- in the ten years from 1819 to about 1829 the 

population increased over seven-fold . By 1830, there 

was a civilian population of 1 ,715 , so there is no doubt 

that during the 'twenties Grahamstown finally outgrew 

the stage of a crude settlement in the wi lds of the Zuurveld. 

This increase in the population of Grahamstown 

played a cardinal part in the development of the town. 

The increase was due almost or entirely to the drift of 

settl ers to the town. As has already been remarked 

the settlers were in many cases not suited to farming, so 

that village-urban life appeared attractive. Consequently 

once the contracts binding t hem to the land had expired , 

(39) See p. 36 above . 

(40) Thompson: op . cit. , p . 26- see footnote. 

(41) C. Rose: Four Years in Southern Africa: 1829 , Ch. III, 
pp . 4 5-6 . Note that the date about which Rose was 
writing is not mentioned, so that is has been assumed 
to be rou6hly about 1828, or a s hort while before 
the publication. 

(42) The South African Almanac and Directory for 1831, 
pp . 171-8 . 
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there was, in the words of Thomson "a steady and continuous 

flow of settlers into the town. By l\iay 1823 only 438 

of the original 1,004 male adults remained on their 
. (43) 

locatlons , and although not all of those who abandoned 

their farms found their way to Grahamstown, the percentage 

of those who did was sufficient to boost its population 

considerably."( 44 ) \~riting on the same point , a then 

contemporary writer, a certain Rev. 'I'aylor(45 ) noted 

that the town received its life and proportion from the 

1820 immigration. Thos e of the settlers who were "better 

adapted to mechanical, commercial and the literary pur­

suits than farming , soon left their "wattle and daub " 

huts in the country, and have gr adua lly built up this 

flour.ishing town. 11 ( i . e . Grahams toY>m. ) This exodus of 

settlers was mainly from the rural areas in the vicinity 

of Bathu r s t, ·rrappes Valley, SouthvTell, and s imilar areas 

within the dominance of Grahamstown. 

Another fa ctor in the exodus of settlers to Grahamstown , 

besides the unsuito.bility of many of them for farming, 

was the element of insecurity. Thomson writing on this 

point says 11 Ther e wer e no l'iative irruptions on a l arge 

scal e into the Colony between t he years 1819 and 1834, 

but towards the middle o f 1822 the Natives r eco1pmenced 

their nightly depredat i ons of outlying holdings. The 

failure of the military settlement at Fredericksburg in 

neutral territory, and the removal of the military 

protection for the settlers , encouraged these thieving 

(43) i.e . farms located by the s overnment. 

(44) Thomson: op. cit ., p . 15 . 

(45 ) Rev. W. ·ray lor: Christia n Adventure in South Afr ica: 
1867, Ch. IV , p . 62 . 
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expeditions and made life in the thickly wooded area 

unbearable to all except the most hardy pioneers. 

Consequently, Grahamstown and the admonitory presence 

of the barracks there, offered security and better hopes 

of prosperity, which many were not reluctant to accept."( 46 ) 

Thus, in addition to the migration already mentioned in 

the previous paragra~h, there was also a more gradual but 

steady exoduc from settlements along the Fish River bordering 

the Colony. Both factors explo.in the rapid incr ease in 

the pop1.:lation of Grahamstown which took place during 

the 'twenties . 

(c) Expansion of the Town Spatially: 

In Diagram No . 2, page 31 above, the extent of the 

town in 1814 has already been shown. On pace 52 below, 

Diagram No. 3 shows the town as it was in 1820, just 

prior to the coming of the 1820 Setters. Diagram No. 4 , 

page 55 below shows the extent of the town in 1824, some 

four years after the coming of the Settlers. Comparing 

these diagrams , it will be seen that as late as 1820 -

some eight years after the foundation of the town, no more 

than the centre of the present town was in existence. 

Beyond the present New Street, and part of the present 

High Street, there was nothinE . By 1824, the picture had 

suddenly changed to one of a town which had expanded 

beyond the confines of itB nucleus. In 18~0, when the 

settlers arrived, Grabamstown ap~ears from Diagram No. 3 

to have been no more than n tiny settlement; four years 

later it is definitely a nucleated town. This rapid 

expansion which took plo.de after the coming o f the settlers 

( 4 6 ) 'rho ms on : o p . c it . , p . 18 . 
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DIAGRAM No. III . 

A DIAGRAM OF THE PLAN OF GRAHAMSTOWN IN 1820, JUST 

PRIOR TO THE INFLUX OF THE 1820 SETTLERS, AND EIGHT ---~ 

YEARS AFTER THE FOUNDATION OF THE TOVvN. 
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(SEE PAGE 59 FOR A CONTINUATION OF THE TEXT) 

KEY TO PLAN OF GRAHAMSTOWN IN 1820 (DIAGRAM No . 3) 

1. Major G. S. Fraser 17. Vacant 

2. Lieut. H. Fraser 18. Government 

3. Lieut. Paton 19. Vacant 

4. Capt . M.J . Sparks 20. Government 

5. Lieut. Ledingham 21 . Vacant 

6 . Dr. W. Milton 22. The Deanery 

7. Dr. VL Mil ton 23 . Vacant 

8. Green 24 . \rl. Wa thall 

9 . Giblin 25 . Retief lived here 

10. Huntley 26 . A.B. Dietz 

11. Fair 27 . Vacant 

12. Rafferty 28 . A.B . Dietz 

13. A.B . Dietz 29. Owned by Retief 

14. Col, Willshire 30 . Gaol 

15. Dragoon Stables (ruins) 31. Retief's Tradi ng Stor es 

16. Government 32 . Messenger's House 

33 . r-1r. Potgieter 

Proprietors of New Erven - 4th. June, 1820 

34. R. Hart 44. 

35. Adair 45. Col. Graham 

36. W.R. Thompson 46. Col. Graham 

37 . Capt ....... s 47 . 

38 . Heathcote 48. Lieut. Yillight 

39 . Capt. D. Page 49. Lieut . Rogers 

40 . Capt. Wilson 50. R. Henman 

41. H. Nourse 51. Capt . Somer8et 

42. Capt. M.J. Sparks 52 . Capt . Aitchison 

43. Lieut. Sparks 53 . Capt. Smart 
(Continued over page) 



54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59 . 

60. 

61. 

62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 

54. 

Capt. O'Reilley 67. 

Lieut. Armstrong 68. 

Capt . Trappes 69. Engineering Dept . 

Major Jackson 70. 

Adj. Blakeway 71. 

Capt. \villcox 72. Lieut. Yates 

J. 

73. Truman 

74. Cornfield 

75. W. Smith 

76. M.J. Onkruydt 

77. 

78. 

Durnford 79. 

This key is suggested by Thomson: op. cit., p. 9. 
The town was surveyed first by Knobel in 1814, 
and in June 1820 a second survey was undertaken 
and new erven marked out to the north of High 
Street, forming "New Street . '' (ibid. p. 10) 

For a viel'l of the town as it was in 1820, see 
the Photographic Appendix, p. 13. 
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DIAGRAM No. IV: A PIAN OF GRAHAMSTOWN IN 1824. 

BASED ON AN ORIGINAL IN 
THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL'S 
OFFICE No. 1802. For notes 
on this diagram, see p. 58. 
Pages 56-7 list the erven 
owners. 
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KEY 'IO PLAN OF GRAHAMSTOVVN IN 1824 (DIAGRAM No. 4) 

1. Maj. Fr9.ser 

2. Van Rooyen 

3. Bertram 

4. Capt. Sparks 

5. G. Ledingham 

6. Stone 

7. Wichman 

8. Green 

9. Gib:in 

10. Huntley 

11. Fair 

12. Ogilvie & Rafferty 

13. Dietz 

14. Government 

15. Heugh 

16. McDonald 

17. Bertram 

18. 

19. Capt. Sparks 

20 . Barnes 

21. Thompson 

22. 

23 . Wienand 

24. Wathall 

25. Comm. Stores 

26. Dietz 

27. Bertram 

28. Dietz 

29 . Barracks 

31 . Retief 

32. Messenger 

. 33. Retief 

34. Lee 

35. Thompson 

36. Thompson 

37 . Goddard 

38. Bear 

39 . 

40. Henman 

41. Nourse 

42. Capt. Sparks 

43. Lieut. Sparks 

44. Maj. Taylor 

45. Vws . Col. Graham 

46. Mrs. Col. Graham 

47. Dr. Clarke 

48. Lieut. Knight 

49. Lieut. Rogers 

50. Henman 

51. Retief 

52. Capt . Aitchison 

53. Capt. Smart 

54. Maj. O'Reilly 

55. Lieut. Armstrong 

56. Howison 

57 . Huntley 

58. Adj . Blakeway 

59. Adj . B1akeway 

30. Prison 60. Dr. Campbell 
(Continued over page.) 
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61. Macdonald 93. Capt. Ernet 

62. MacdoLald 94. Capt. Emet 

63. Macdonald 95. 

64. Lieut. Pettingal 96. Hope 

65. l-1aj. Ebhart 97 . Hope 

66. !Via j • Ebhart 98. ~'lard 

67. Durnford 99. Capt. Campbell 

· 68. Retief 100. Huntley 

69. Engineering Dept. 101. Ford 

70. Lieut. Rutherford . 102. Retief 

71. Cornfield 103. Retief 

72. Sgt. Finger 104. De \'let 

73. Green 105. Retief 

74. Green 106. Retief 

. 75. Retief 107. Retief 

76. Onkruydt 108. Rivers 

77. Onkruydt 109. Rivers 

78. Vfathall 110. Stretch 

79. Francis 111. Stretch 

80. Lieut. Pettingal 112. Van Rooyen, Jnr. 

-81. Retief 113. Ma j. O'Reilley 

82. O'Meara 114. Jones 

. 83. Retief 115. Conway 

·84. Retief 116. Biggs 

85. Capt. Birch 117. Van Rooyen, Snr. 

86. Phillips 118. Bester 

. 87 . Retief 119. Huntley 

88. De Waal 120. Ogilvie 

89. Walkemont 121. 

90 . 122. 

91. Capt. Hope 123. 

92. Capt. Hope 124 . 



58. 

N 0 T E S 

The ac~ve key to Diagram No. 4 is taken from 

Thomson: op. cit., p. 17 . The diagram itself is based 

on an undated original in the Surveyor-General's Office, 

thought to be for the year 1824. (The Office's reference 

number for the plan is 1802; a photostatic copy of the 

original is in the Cory Library for Historical Research, 

Rhodes University, Grahamstown- the copy has been consulted). 

The diagram follows the example of Thomson (ibid. p. 16) 

of only showing the built-up area of the town, and excludes 

the undeveloped south-eastern portion of the town extending 

in a band to the Fort England Barracks. For an idea o~ 

the full extent of the town in 1824, see Map No. 2 in the 

atlas, showing the development of the street layout of 

Grahamsto1.<Tn. A comparison of the diagram with Map No. 1 

shows that by 1824 quite a large portion of the present­

day town was already in existence. 
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can be clearly seen by inspecting Map No. 2 (in the 

atlas) showing the stages in the development of the 

street layout of the town. This map shows that as early 

as 1820 only the centre of the town was in existence, 

but that in contrast by 1824 a good portion of the 

present streets had come into existence, and that within 

the long narrow band in which the town at that time was 

being built, a fairly complex street system had been 

surveyed. (Note the use of the word 11 surveyed 11 ~ at this 

date near ly all the street vle:re still raw veld .) :Wo~.:ing 

at this map, one ca n say that the developmc:-;.t c: the 

street pattern of the town in the four years after 1820 

was about twice that of the development in the preceeding 

eight years of the town's existence. In fact, by 1824 

roughly a quarter of the present streets were already 

surveyed, leaving one in no doubt as to the sudden 

spatial expansion which occurred in the town subsequent 

to the coming of the 1820 Settlers to Albany. 

(d) Changes in the Number of Land Owners, and 
in the Amount of Land in the Town Owned: 

Another instance of growth in Grahamstown after 

the coming of the settlers i s the increase in the number 

of erven owners, and the number of owned erven in the 

town which occurred after 1820. This increase is clearly 

shown in Appendix A, which analyses the data provided by 

the lists of land owners in Grahamstown given on pages 

53-4 and 56-7 above. The conclusions resulting from 

this analysis are as follows:-

1 . After 1820, the rate of increase in the number of 

owned erven in the town expanded suddenly , virtually 

doubling the pre-1820 rate of increase . This sudden 
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increase vras almost-entirely due to a large:increase, 

after tl:le coming of the settlers, of the number of 

erven in the town which l'lere owned by civilians. 

2. After 1820, a very marked increase in the number of 

civilian land owners in Grahamstown occurred. The 

number of a rmy personnel owning land did not increase 

markedly. 

3. After 1820 the average number of erven per owner 

increasro, and this increase waB more marked among 

civilians than among army officers owning erven. 

4. After the founding and laying-out of Grah8.mst.own, and 

the initial develonment associa ted with this, a per!od 

of stagnation set in. This stagnation "'\vas purely 

civilian in character, and did not affect the military 

population. It was only after 1820 , with the coming 

of the settlers , that this stagnation was arrested and 

replaced by a wave of civilian expansion, which resulted 

in a marked increase in the number of civilian land 

owners in the town, and an increase in the amount of 

land they owned, i.e. t he number of erven per owner 

increased. 

These changes in the number of l&nd owners and the 

number of erven in Grahamstown owned by civilians thus 

show that development occurred in the tmvn after 1820. As 

society is an interrelated, interactin3 whole , so that 

expansion and development in one segment tends to cause 

expansion and development sooner or later in other parts 

of the whole, we may take these chan~es as an index of the 

general development in the town which followed the influx 

of the settlers into Albany, and later into the town itself. 

The results of Appendix A therefore bear out the contention 



61. 

that it was the 1820 Settlers who really made Grahamstown 

a town, and that the town can rightly be called "The 

Settlers' City." It was not natural increase, but an 

influx of new immigrants which established the town. 

2. Increase in the Commercial Importance and Activity of 
Grahamstown: 

As has been pointed out, after the coming of the 

settlers, a prosperous trade with the interior tribes 

developed, and Grahamstown was the main gateway through 

which this trade flowed both in and out. The major item 

involved in this trade was undoubtedly ivory - so much so 

that an ivory boom developed, resulting in a rush of · 

people to join in the trade in an attempt to become rich. 

Thomson(47) says that discounting illegal traffickers -

of whom there were many - in 1823 there were 174 registered 

licencees in the ivory trade. During 1824, fairs were 

started at Fort Willshire (situated a cross the Fish River 

on the banks of the Keiskama River). (48 ) From July onwards, 

special licenses from the Landdrost of Albany were issued 

for traders to trade with the Kaffirs at the fort. On 

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays between the hours of 

9 a.m. and 4 p.m. in Winter, and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in Summer, 

these fairs were conducted. The traders with their wagons 

left Grahamstown on the previous afternoon (Tuesday) and 

returned over the weekend once the fair was over. The 

traders bartered such articles as beads, brass buttons, 

brass wire, mirrors, knives, scissors , picks, hoes, blankets, 

and so on. In return they received commodities such as 

(47) Thomson: op. cit., p. 18. 

(48) Cory: op. c it., Vol. II, Ch. IV, pp. 178ff. 
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ivory, hides and gum . The returns of t he Market Mas ter 

at the f air - usually a ser 3eant - are interesting, for 

they show the vo lume of transactions involved. Returns 

for part of 1824 and 1825 show t hat in about 7 months 

50,441 lbs. of ivory were bartered from the Kaffirs , 

as well as about 16,800 lbs. of gum and 15, 000 hides. 

Thomson , vlhile he does not .:ive the dates, says that 

in six months over 16 tons of ivory were barter ed a t 

Fort Willshire alone; he goes on to reuark that i n two 

years 46,575 hides passed through Albany, saying t hat 

"to capitalize on this trade" ( i . e . the orl.s in i1ides) 

''many subsidiary i ndustries sprang into li:t'e and tanners 

in particular made handsome profits . " (49) 

All this trane naturally resulted in Grahams town 

mushrooming into a flourishing commercial centre, and it 

is easy to appr eciate why Thomson rates this trade with 

its "sudden access to wealth" as the most important 

single cause producing the rapid expansion of Grahams town 

durin~ t he ' twenties. (50) 

"The South African Almanc::.c and Directory for 1831" 

gives an interesting p icture of the trade of Grahams town 

at the beg i nning of the fourth decade of the nineteenth 

century : it provides us with statistics of a more detailed 

nature than the broad statements made above. Table I 

belo1.r shows the r eturns f r om traders in Grahamstown for 

the year 1830, giving the value of exports from the town. {5l ) 

(49) Thomson: op. cit ., p . 18 . 

( 50 ) Ibid. 

( 51) See p . 184 of the Direc t ory . The returns have been 
re - arranged and are given in rank order. 
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Tii..BLE I 

EXPOrtT FROH GRAHAMSTOWN DURING 1830. ( 52 ) 
£ . s. d . 

l. Dr y Hides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9, 992: 8 : 0 

2. Raw Hides £9,039: 12: 0 

3 . Salted Beef and Pork .. . . . .... . . £3,576 : 0 : 0 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

Bu t t er 

Ivory 

Horns 

......... ..... ...... .. .... 

..... ... ........ .. ..... ... 

£3,267 : 10: 

£2 , 264: 

£2' 175 : 

0 : 

0: 

0 

0 

0 

7 . Tallow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1, 617: 0 : 0 

8 . Buck and Sheep Skins ......... •. £1 , 470 : 11: 0 

9 . Ostr ich Feather s .. . .. . . . . . . . . .. ~ 0 : 0 

10 . Soap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 250: 0: 0 

11. Gum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 9 : 7: 6 

T 0 TAL £34 ,066 : 8 : 6 

This table shows that by the end of ~.he ' twent i es 

the exports from Grahamstown were already quite considerable: 

note the figures quoted are in terms of the value of the 

£ in 1830, when the relat ive value of t he pound was 

considerably higher than it is to-day. These exports 

together with goods imported for the needs of the town, 

t he district, and the Kaff i r trade , mus t have added up to 

a relatively important volume of trade. The exports are 

fair l y varied in character , showi ng that by the beginning 

of the fourth decade of the 19th. century, trade in 

Grahamstown i nvo lved far more than ivory , hides a nd skins . ( 53 ) 

(52) Apparently most of the goods were exported to Cape 
Town. See the Graham ' s Town Journal for 17th. 
January, 1833 - article on the trade of the town. 

( 53 ) Unfortunately no records of imports into the town 
during this period were discovered. It is likely 
that the volume of imports was similar to the volume 
of exports from Grahamstown. 
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There is no information available concerning trade 

with the farmers in the district, separate from the trade 

with the Kaffir t ribes. Apparently the former trade, 

while not nearly as lucrative or spectacular as the latter, 

was of sufficient volume to be importance, for Sheffield 

speaks of the inhabitants of Grahamstovm ''enjoying a large 

trade with the natives and with the farmers in the sur-

rounding dis tr i cts, 11 add ing that they 11 prospered marvel­

lously.n( S4 ) At all events , the total volume of trade 

(i. e . t~1e volume of Native trade and the volume of tr 'lde 

with the f ar mers , t aken together) was of ~1 ff~.~~s~t 3ize 

to make trade , by the beginning of the ' thirties, the 

most important a ct ivit y and function of Grahamstown. 

3. Industries in the Town : 

Unfortuna t ely , there are no deta i ls available show-

ing what industries wer e in existence in the tov-Tn a t 

this t ime , but we may deduce from the building activity 

involved in the incr ease in houses which occurred in 

Grahamstown durint: t he ' twenties, that ther e must have 

been a flourishing building industry i n t he town. When 

we remember t hat trade with the Kaffirs involved the use 

of wagons for transport, a nd when we r ead for e xample 

in the Directory for 1831 th.a t the Grahams town l'1arket 

Register showed t hat between lst. October , 1829 and 30th . 

September, 1830, 1,40 2 wagons entered the lo cal Grahamstown 

Jll'.tarket laden with produce , we realise that the wagon 

traff ic on the frontier must have been quite co ns iderable. ( 55 ) 

( 54 ) Sheffield: op . cit . , Oh . XVI, pp. 167ff . 

(55 ) See the Graham's Town Journal~ February 23rd. and March 
2nd., 1866 - articles on wagon building in t he town. 
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We know that at this time Grahamstown was producing 

wagons, so that wagon building and associated industries 

existed in the town, and it is likely that a good deal of 

activity was involved. In addition, it has already been 

noted that subsidiary industries came into existence in 

the town to deal with the thriving trade in hides and skins 

- we know that tanni1~ and its associated industries existed 

in the town . While it is impossible to make any state-

ments about the extent of industries in Grahamstown at 

this tima, it is possible, therefore , to argue that follow­

ing the cominc of the 1820 Settlers , and the trends that 

their coming set in motion, industries, which had been 

hitherto largely non-existent began to develop in Grahamstown. 

Summing up, the rap id increase in the population of 

Grahamstown and the develo pment of a thriving trade with 

the surrounding districts and the Kaffir tribes .in the 

interior (both of which vrere caused by t he coming of the 

settlers) were the t1<10 u1ain elements responsible for the 

expansion and development which occurred in the town during 

the 'twenties. The va rious trends which have been outlined 

add up to a picture of Grahamstown having by 1824 or 1825 

"emer¢ed from the sta te of a village, and ... • assumed 

that of a tov-m. 11 (56 ) By the beginning of 1830, G-rahams town 

according to Cory,(57) had become the chief centre of 

development in ·the Eastern Cape . As he says, 11 large places 

of business came into existence; these together with the 

increasedwa6e;on traffic and the growth of the chief market 

( 56) Cory: op. cit ., Vol. II, Ch. V, ~· 191. 

( 57 ) Ibid : Ch , X, p . ~ 31. 
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fo r all kinds of produce , made Grahamstown the metropolis 

of the East." Pursuing this point , we read a description 
(58) 

of the town i n 1830 in the Directory f or 1831, which 

we abstract as follows : -

Grahamstown is describ ed as the principal town of 

the Eastern Province . It contained 417 houses, and had 

1 ,715 inhabitants excluding the 1-Ulitar y and the barracks 

occupied by them. The only public buildiD£S of the time 

of any importance were the gao 1 , Gover nment House ( 'ltlhich 

was sti:::.l irncomplete) and St . George ' s Church , which \~as 

capable of seating 700 persons. "The plan of Graham's 

Town is simple. The principal streets run from east tc 

west, and are crossed by others at right angles . Nqthing 

more irregular, however, can be conceived, than the manner 

in which the buildings e.re disposed , but being. intermingled 

with orchar1s and gardens, and intersected hy hollowsform-

ing channels for the several rivulets that ~upply the 

inhabitants 1-vith water, the coup d 1oeil is pleasing and 

romantic. " Dy 1830 thE. town had a Readine.: Society, a 

Subscription Library, and printing offices ( Vlhich had 

been recently established.) In addition to St . Georee ' s 

(which was Anglican), it also had a We3leyan Church capable 

o f holding 450 , a Presbyterian Church capable of holding 

300, and a Baptist Church capable of holdine 250 persons ~ 

indeed, by 1830 one could no longer call Grahamstown any-

thing less than a town .. . . 

As a result of the coming of the 1820 Settlers to 

the Eastern Province, and of tr.e trends tba t their entry 

set in motion, Grahamstown finally took on the shape of 

a to 1m , and cease to be merely a military camp . By the 

( 58) The South African Alrn:::mac and Directory, 1831: pp . 17lff. 
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beginning of the 1830's - almost two decades after its 

foundation, Grahamstown was thriving and exp~nding , and 

was prospering commercially . This expansion and develop­

ment has been described in some detail, and the under­

lying causes have been analysed , as it is this period 

in the history of Grahamstown that i s impor~ant for an 

under standing of the future history of the town. In 

the ' twenties - in this era of rapid expansion and develop~ 

ment and of increasing prosperity and power following 

the comins of the settlers - l ay both the seeds of the 

not far distant zenith of Grahnmstown, and as yet unsus~ 

pected the seeds of her decline . Grahamstown, by the 

beginning of the 1830 ' s was the commercial centre for 

t he frontier (beinc: the gateway for all the trade flowing 

in and out of the frontier and the interior beyond.) She 

dominated the whole of the frontier economically, ao­

ministr atively and strategically. She was the most 

r apidly expanding town in the whole of the Eas t ern Province, 

and seemed well set fo1 a dominatin6 ~nd prosperous role 

in the future . All this was ultimately due to the histor­

ical accident of the immisrction of the 1820 Settlers into 

the Zuurveld . Internal mi gr ation follo"ring external 

micration into the region had led to a new centralisat ion 

and concentration of popul ation, \'lhich favourably affected 

Grahamstown as the focal point of the re3ion - the 1820 

Settlement made Grahams to"rn. 
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CHAPTER IV . 

DEVEIDPMENT AND EXPANSION I N GRAH.A:-1STO~r¥:-;r DURING THE 

YEARS OF UNRIVALLED PO\vER AND DOMINATION. 

PERIOD IV: 1830 - 1840: The r-Ietropolis and Emporium 

of the Eastern Province 

By the beginning of the 1830's, Grahamstown had grown 

by comparison with the little military camp that it had 

been originally. It had added to its primary and earliest 

function of defence in several ways< No longer was it 

only the military headquarters on the frontier; to the 

function of strategic defence it had ·added the functions 

of the administrative and legal centre for the frontier, 

and was now also the commercial supply centre for the 

frontier, and the main base for trade with the Kaffir 

tribes in the interior - it was, in fact, t he gateway to 

the interior of South Africa. (l) All this has already 

been shown. The town dominated the surrounding region 

strategically, administratively, le5ally, commercially 

and ecologically. In the phase in the town's development 

which is now to be revie,..red $ the commercial domi nation 

wielded by the town was to steadily increase, t ill it 

became the most important characteristic exhibited by the 

town. To this domination was to be added others - that 

of cultural and political domination of the region. 

These new functions of commercial, cultural and political 

(1) A des cription applied to the tovm by Mis s i..L Kannemeyer, 
then librarian in the Cory Library for Historical Research, 
Rhodes University, during a discuss i on with the writer 
in 1951. She remarked that the route to the interior of 
South Africa lay throu gh Graha~stown, and that hunters, 
explorers, traders and missionaries, and goods moving 
to or from the interior, all passed through Grahamstown . 



dominance( 2 ) extended the town's domination far beyond 

the boundaries of the district of Albany. Hitherto, 

when speaking of the dominance of Grahamstown, we have 

always referred to it as extending only over the district 

of Albany and the frontier. Now, however, we find that 

the region involved becomes the ~trhole of the Eastern 

Province, including areas far remo,red from the frontier, 

( such as Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage.) Indeed, Grahams-

town had star ted its existence i·ri th a s int;le function -

that of strategic defence, but after the 'twenties had 

seen the town find its fe e t and gro~tr v!l th the j 'Ylflux of 

the Settlers, Grahamstown was to add not only to the 

number of functions that it exercised, but was also to add 

very greatly to the area that these functions covered. 

Ecologica lly, the region which Grahamstown dominated was 

constantly expanding in extent while the power of the 

domination was also growin~ steadily . . . . Grahamstown 

was pulling more and more under its sway, so that before 

long people were beginnine; to call the town the "Metropolis 

of the East" (i.e. the Eastern Province. ) 

Thus far in the historical study of the town, the 

various histories have yielded abundant data, so that 

secondary sources have been used. Once we come to the 

1830' s when Grahamstown had reached the stage of an 

establis hed and thriving town, the data provided by 

secondary sources tends to become insuffic i ent for 

our purposes. The various authors are interested in 

(2) The term "dominance " is an ecological technical term, 
and is u sed as such . 
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the early history of the town, but once its struggle 

for survival is past, they seem to take its subsequent 

history for granted~· Thus, from this stage onwards in­

creasing reliance is rlaced on primary· sources for a 

knowledge of the history of the town. The most impor­

tant primary source is the "Graham ' s Town Journal" which 

commenced publication towards the end of 1831. The 

remaining sections of this historical study of the town 

are based mainly on material Gathered from the pages of 

this newspaper . 

We noi'l turn to study some of the important develop­

ments which took place in Grahamstown during the 'thirties. 

As far as possible, the developments have been grouped 

under different headings: 

l. Commercial Expansion and Developments in the Town: 

References to commercial expansion in Grahamstown 

during the 'thirties are not numerous, and it seems as 

if historians , having once shown the emergence of commerce 

in Grahamstown during the 1820's, took the further develop­

ments of the town's trade and commerce for granted . Too, 

as there is onl:r. one reference in the tovm 1 s own news­

paper (the"Graham 1 s Town Journal 11 )"to the stat e of trade 

in the town, all other references being for the Eastern 

Province as a whole, it seems as if the people of Grahams­

town themselves also took the wave of commercial expansion 

and prosperity which began in the mid 1820's , very much 

for granted. In other words, both for historians and 

for the townspeople of the time there was no problem -

the town was expanding and thriving , and that is all there 

was to it. It is only once the town's trade and commerce 

began to decline in later years, that one finds references 



71. 

to Grahamstown's trade - as long as there was no problem, 

no one felt the need to discuss it. However, there are 

available many indirect indices which show that during 

the 1830's the town's commerce must have continued to 

flourish and expand. A good deal of these indices concern 

the development in the town of financial institutions; 

these will be discussed later. We turn to study the 

references to, and some indices of, development in the 

town's commerce:-

There is one sin~le and direct reference of i'mp~rtance 

concerning the town's trade, and this is to be found in 

the issue of the"Graham's Town Journal" for January 17th. 

1833. In an article on the trade of the town, the "Journal" 

is discussing and quotine; extracts from the "South African 

Directory for 1833" which has an article on the frontier 

trade. The followine: are relevant extracts from the 

.S.rticle in the "Journal." 

A table is given which shows the exports from 

Grahams to·vm for the year 1832 . The t able waf? compiled 

from 'authenticated returns furnished by .the different 

traders at 'Graham's Town.' This table i s given below, 

with the contents re-organised into rank order. 

(SEE TABLE II OVER THE PAGE) 
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TADLE II 

EXPORTS FRO:f\1 GRAHA:f\1STOWN DURING 1832. 

1 . Green Hides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £18, 145: 4: 0 
2 . Dry Hides ... . .. .... . .. . . .. ....... .. ... i-11, 886: 0: 0 
3. Tallow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 4, 820 : 12: 0 
4. Salted Beef and Pork . .......... . .. . ... £3 ,700: 0: 0 
5 . Horns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 3 , 600 : 0 : 0 
6. Butter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 3, 0 80 : 10 : 0 
7. Buck and Sheep Skins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . f~ 2 , 400: 0: 0 
8 . Ivory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . £· 1, 800: 7: 6 
9. Sole Leather . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 504 : 0 : 0 

10 . Woo 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 407 : 4: 0 
11. Ostrich Fea thers ... . .. ................ £ 303 : 0: 0 
12. Soap ..... . .. . .. .... ............ ... .... £ 230:15 : 0 
13. Buck and Sheep Skins (tanned) ... .. .. .• £ 100: 0: 0 
14. Candles .... ....... .. .. . .. .. . . ......... £ 100: 0: 0 
15. \~heat . .. . .. .... ... . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 95 : 0 : 0 
16. Wheaten Meal .... . ...... . . ........... .. £ 78: 0: 0 
17. Barley .. . .. ... o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • £ 30: 0: 0 
18 . Al oes . ........ .. .. . .. . . . . ...... .... . .. £ 10 :0:0 

T 0 ·r A L £51 , 290:12: 6 

It is inter es tirgto compare this table with the one 

for 1830 (Table I, page 63 above). It will be seen that 

in two years the v q1ue of the exports from Grahams town 

increased by about £17,000, and the var i e ty of goods 

export ed had increased from eleven to eighteen varieties. 

This suggests that the trade of Gr ahamstown was definitely 

expanding, malcing the tov:n even more important commercially 

than it had been at the end of the third decade of the 

century . 

Mos t o f this produce was sent t o merchantile houses 

in Cape Town, in exchange for the ·manufactures of India 

and Europe , according to the ar ticle , which goes on to 

mention that the bc.lance of trade on the frontier was 

in favour of imports . This means that if the exports 

amounted to over £51 ,000, then the total volume of trade 

handled by Grahamstown during the early 1830 ' s must have 

been over £100 ,000 (in terms of the 1830 value of the£) . 
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Handling a comparatively l~rge volume o f trade, it is 

easy to apprec i ate why Grahamstown earned the title of 

''Empor ium of the East" (i.e. Eastern Province) at this 

time. Port Elizabeth was no more than a landing point 

for Grahamstown, and certainly neither it nor any other 

town could compare with Grahamsto""Vm in commercial i m­

portance. During the 1830' s, Graharnstown was the mo st 

important commercial centre in the Eastern Province. 

Returning to the ar ticle l'fe r ead: 

111 The Public I:Iarket at Graham' s Town, which is held 
every day, except Sundays, exhibits a very lively 
and amusins scene. Here iE' met the f a rmer from the 
most distant extremities of the Colony, with his 
wagons laden with curiosities, such as skins of 
wild anim~ls, ostrich feathers , ivory , and the crud~ 
but deadly weapons of the Eushmen and Bechuanas . (4J 
Here also is to be seen the enterprising settler 
just returned from a six months trading journey in 
the interior, with a cargo of hides or i vory , to­
e:ether with the rich fur dresses or cloc...l{s of the 
natives of distant ref ions visited by him in the 
course of his p.eregrinC'. tion. By the market register 
it appears that between lst . October, 1831 and the 
30th. September, 1832, 1, 906 ~ragons entered the 
market laden with produce, and the followine quantities 
of the several articles enumerated tl)ere so ld to the 
highest bidders . . . '" 

The table of the commodities sold is as follows: -

TABLE III 

RECORDS OF PRODUCE SOLD ON THE GRAHAMSTOWN MUNICIPAL MARKET , 
lst .. OCTOBER 1831 TO 30th. SEPTEMBER 1832. 

Commodity Q.uanti ty Average Current Price 

Brandy 89 leaguer 8 £12: 0: 0 leap;uer 
Wine 4 do. 5 : 0: 0 do . 
Meal L1. '042 muids 1: 1 : 0 muid 
Wheat 320 do . 1: 0: 0 do . 
Barley 1 , 757 do. 4: 0 do. 
Oats 1,115 do . 3 : 0 do . 
Indian Corn 153 do . 6 : 6 do. 
Salt 1 , 840 do . 8: 0 do . 
Dried Fruits 3,559 lbG. 31. lb. 
Ra isins 9,905 do . 3l do. 
Tobacco 14,944 do . 3 do. 
Bed Feathers 139 do. 2 : 0 do . 
Wool 3 , 243 do . 6 do. 
Tiger Skins (sic) 77 nunber 12: 0 each 

( CONTI:f\JLJED OVER PAGE ) 
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TABLE III 

RECORDS OF PRODUCE SOLD ON THE GRAHAMSTOWN MuNICIPAL MARKET, 
1st. OC~BER 1831 TO 30th. SEPTEMBER 1832. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 73) 

Commodity Quantity Average CUrrent Price 

Raw or Green Hides 10 '730 number £ 0: 10: 0 each 
Dry Hides 487 do . 4: 0 do. 
Buck Skins 11,130 do. 1: 3 do. 
Horns 24,663 do . 2: 5: 0 J2er 100 
Kid and Calf Skins 2,564 number . 2: 6 each 
Oat Hay 150 ' 203 lbs. 3: 0 100 lbs. 
Oxen 100 number 1: 5: 0 each 
Cows 90 do. l • -· 0: 0 do. 

T~ table leaves no doubt as to the activity which 

mus t have been evinced by the Grahamstown Market, and 

suggests that Grahamstown was the marketing centre for 

the produce of the whole frontier district. While during 

the year ending September 30th. 1832, 1,906 wagons entered 

the market, the number of wagons entering the market 

during the year ending 30th. September, 1830, was l ,402. ( 5 ) 

Thus, in two years the annual number of wagons coming to 

the Grahamstown Market increased by just over 500. This 

again, is an index of the continued commercial expansion 

which the town at this time was enjoying , and emphasises , 

that the town was still increasing its economic importance. 

Turning to the question of the town as the "Emporium 

of the East" we study some of the remarks the contemporary 

authors made about the town at this time. An officer(6) 

who was in South Africa at the time , described Grahamstown 

as the centre to which "the inhabitants of the inland 

(4) Note the wide geographical spread of the region served 
by the market at Grahamstown. 

( 5 ) See p. 64 above. 

(6) Lieut. J.W.D. Moodie : Ten Years in South Africa: 1835, 
Vol. II, Ch. XV, pp . 302-303 . 
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parts of the colony •.• came ..• for their supplies of 

imported goods.'' Another .writer, writing much later in 

the century, said that Grahamstown 11 formed the emporium 

of the frontier trade 11 (7) adding that direct trade of 

the town with Europe started about 1830. This remark 

is borne out by the advertisements appearing in the pages 

of the 11 Journal 11 during the 1830's, advert ising that 

the merchants of Grahamstown ~ere importing goods into 

the t own direct from overseas. Finally, another traveller, 

describing the town as it was during the late 1830's says 

11 Grahamstown is the emporium of the eastern frontier 

districts, and its main streets present a scene of in-

cessant commercial activity; while almost every article, 

whether of utility or ornament, may be as readily obtained 

as in most of the provincial tov-ms of the mother coun t ry. 11 (8) 

Supporting this latter statement, an examination of the 

advertisements appearine; in the pages of the 11Graham 1 s 

Town Journal" shows that the merchants of the town were 

offering f or sale a wide variety of goods ranging from 

pianos and clocks to c lothes, draperies, millinery, books, 

stationery, and office equipment; and from groceries to 

arms, tools, hard\vare and 13ener al household requisites. 

The impression i s unavoidable that at this dat e Grahamstown 

was selling all the latest goods that were obtainable in 

Europe; this supports Chase's statement quoted above. 

The pages of the 11 Journal 11 at this time were f i lled always 

with advertisements of "latest arrivals " from Britain and 

(7) J . Noble: Descriptive Handbook of the Cape Colony: 
1875, Ch . VII, p . 185. 

(8) J . C. Chase: The Cane of Good Hope and Delgoa Bay: 
1843, p. 43. 
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Europe on sale in Gr~hamstown ' s shops. During the 

' thirt i es at any rate , Gr~hamstown definitely was the 

empor i um of the e~stern f r ontier of the Colony. She 

was a primary i mporter from overseas, a secondary 

impor t er of goods pr oduced in the Colony , and a dis ­

t ribut or of high status to c:.. '"ide regional c:rea. 

Apart f r om trade with the farmers of the front ier 

distric t , and trade with the Kaf fir t ribes beyond , t her e 

was another important source of commercial activity 

in the town at this date - this was the army. The 

pages of the "Journal" contain frequent and often page­

l ong advertisements in which the commiscariat calls for 

tenders to meet the needs of the army on the f rontier . 

The tenders call ed for range from repairs to arms, supply 

of paints and tools, to the provision of food, fodder 

and transport. Grahamsto1-1n, being the headquarters for 

the frontier, required most of the goods and serv i ces 

called for, the rest being for the various military 

posts along the frontier. The frequency of the advertise~ 

men ts, and the volume of 3oods aDd services called f or 

indicate that the demands of the commiss~riat must have 

prov ided a considerable source of income to t he mer chant s 

and contractors of Grahamstovm . (This was especially so , 

of course, every time there was a Kaffir War, when the 

military expenditure increased greatly.) In all events, 

the supply of the needs of the Gommissaria t was an important 

commercial activi ty of the town , and a factor in the 

growing commercial importance of Graha mstown .... 
This growing importance of the town was emphasised 

by the publication a t the end of December 1831 of the 

first edition of the "Graham ' s Town Journal 11 No town is 
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e.ble to publish its own ne1·1spaper until it has reached 

a certain stage of economic and population development; 

the printing and publishing of the "Journal" indicates 

that Grahamstown had developed beyond the stage of mere 

survival. In the words of the editor, "the importance 

of Graham's Town as a Commercial Station alone, seems 

sufficient to entitle it to a Local Newspaper, or in 

other words, appears to insure adequate remuneration to 

the Proprietor."(9) The appearance of the "Journal", 

which was not only the first newspaper in the town, but 

also the first newspaper to be printed end published in 

the whole of the Eastern Province, is not only a cultural 

but also a socio-economic phenomenon of some importance, 

and shows not only the e~tent of the development of the 

town, but also as the first newspaper in the province, 

indicates the predominant economic position occupied by 

Grahamstm'm at this date. The town had, in the '\vords of 

the editor, "risen into a n importance second to Cape Town 

1 11 ( 10) on y. 

A further index of the increasing economic activity 

and prosperity of the time is given in an editorial in 

the "Journal" for 16th. March , 1832, wher e the editor 

discusses the "Report of the Committee for Emigration." 

This report, produced by the committee which existed in 

the town at the time, says that in Grahamstown there 

existed a great demand for labour of every description. 

The committee puts this demand down to the fact that the 

working classes were more and more changing their occupations 

(9) The editorial, Graham ' s Town Journal, December 30th., 
1831. 

( 10) Ibid. 
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to either t r ade with the Kaffirs, or to far~ing (after 

having bought a farm with their savings.) The r esult 

was a continual depletion in the ranks of the worki ng 

classes in the to1·m . The occupo.tional mobility r·evealed 

by thi s report is a very good index of rapid economic 

expans ion and development occurr ing in the town, f or in 

a period of commercial stagnation, there "\vould be little 

or no opportunity for working class inhabitants of the town 

to become either troders , or save sufficient capital to 

be able to set out as farmers . The f e.ct that they could 

profitably leave the :i..r old employments for tre.ding or 

fc.rmin: definitely suggests that Gr ahamstown must have 

still been in the throes of rap i d and consequently highly 

mobile econo~ic chan~e. 

Other indices of the strength of the to\vn ' s commercial 

prosperity are pr ov i ded by the construction as a private 

venture by the bcPinecsmen of Grahc.mstown of the Howieson ' s 

Poort road (started in 1332);(ll) the construct ion by means 

of public subscription of the road to Weest Hill;(l
2

) and 

the erection by means of publi<: subscription of e 11 Commercial 

Hal1' in 1833. ( 13 ) 

2 . The Emerfence of Financial Institutions in the Town : 

Until the be~inning of the 1830's, financial 

institutions had been completely absent in the town. ~ow 

(11) Cory: op . cit ., Vol . III, p . 239 . 

(12) Ibid., p . 240. Both roads, especially thCvt through 
Howieson ' s Poort, had to traverse difficult terrain, 
and must have been costly ventures . 

(13) Cory: op. cit ., Vol . II, Ch. X, p . 432; also the 
Journal for Narch 7th., 1833. This building was in­
tended to be a kind of stock exch~nge, as well as to 
provide a theatre, ball room, and public ass embly rooms. 
No commercial use '"as ever found for the building, which 
was sold to the Government in 1843 fo r a Court House. 



the incr.ea5ing commercial activity of the town made 

their existence essential. Indeed, the emergence of 

financial institutions is the best index we have of the 

increasing commercial expansion and importance of the 

town. From this time onwards, financial institutions 

such as a savin3s bank, insurance agencies, companies , 

and banks began to be established in Grahamstown. 

As far as it is possible to ascertain, the first 

sign of development in the town of any financial ins t i­

tution was in January 1832 when the establishment of an 

agency of the "South African Life and Fire Assurance 

Company'' (with its headquarters in Cape Town) we.s ad-

vert4sed.( l 4) A i f tb · l d l t ~ s an ndex o ~ commerc~a eve opmen 

and activity in the tovrn, this fact is most i mportant, 

for it is onl y when a community has embarked upon com-

mercial enterprises to any extent that it will a ttract 

an i nstitution such as an insurance company . In a sense 

this incident marks finally the passing away of the 

subsistence economy of the town which had been dominant 

before the coming of the settlers , and the recognition 

by company directors of the importance of Grahamstown . 

Soon after the establishment of an insurance agency 

in Grahamstown, a branch of a Savings Bank was opened in 
(15) 

the town. A year after its opening the branch had 

117 depositors on the books , nearly all of 11hom were 
(16) 

townspeople . The bals nce on hand was £560: 4 : Od . 

(14) Graham ' s Town Journal : January 20th., 1832. 

(15) See the Journal for 16th. February 1832 , for an 
advertisement of the openins of the branch on the 
18th. February 1832. 

(16) Journal: January 17th., 1833. See extract published 
from the first annual report of the branch. 
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By 1837 the branch could report that at the end of 1836 

the total number of accounts open hud risen to 207, and 

the balance to £5,157:ll:ll~d~V)This shows that by the 

'thirties the people of Grahamstown were prosperous 

enough to be able to save - the increase in the balance 

deposited reflects the continued commercial prosperity 

experienced by the town. 

Grahamstown also began to develop financial insti­

tutions of its own. On 28th. February 1833(l8) a "Graham's 

Town Joint Stock Company1 was formed by merchants of the 

town for the purpose of importing merino sheep from the 

Continent, so that the flocks in the Colony could be 

improved. Later this company decided to draw capital from 

a wider field covering the whole of the Eastern Province, 

and became "The Eastern Province Joint Stock Sheep Farm 

Association. 11 It seems certain that this company, originally 

formed in Grahamstown, was the first financial institution 

covering the Eastern Province as a unit, and it fore-

shadows the not far distant future when Grahamstown was 

to be·come the financial capital of the Eastern Province. 

The first bank in the town was a branch of the "Cape 
( 19) 

of Good Hope Bank, 11 established in the town in 1838. 

However, the townspeople -vrere most dissatisfied with the 
(20) 

terms offered by the bank, and a few months later 

floated their own bank, called the "Eastern Province Bank" 

with a capital of £40,000. This venture was followed in 

(17) Journal: January 19th., 1837. 

( 18) Journal: l·:arch 7tr. , 1833. 

(19) Journal: August 31st. 1838 - advertisement. 

(20) Journal: September 6th., 1838 - editorial; also the 
issue of the 25th. October, 1838 - advertisement. 
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1839 by the formation in the town of an insurance company 

known as the "Albany Fire Insurance Company."( 2l) In 

the same year another insurance company, the "Eastern 

Province Fire and Life Assurance Company'' with c.. capital 
(22) 

of £20,000 was formed in Grahamstown. As the latter 

half of the 'thirties also saw the establishment in the 

~own of branch offices of two other insurance companies 

(the "Cape of Good Hope Fire .Assurance Company"( 23) and 

the "Alliance Life Assurance Company" (24)) by the end 

of the 'thirties the town had three outside insurance 

companies represented in the town, a br~nch of a savings 

bank, a bran.chof a commercial bank, as well as a commercial 

bank and two insurance companies of its own. The capital 

invested in all these financial institutions must have 

amounted to quite an appreciable amount, and reflects the 

commercial prosperity of the town. For the first time in 

its history, Grahamstown was becoming financially important . 

Banks are designed not only for savings but for loans: 

thus Graharnstown was extending financi~l controls for 

the provision of capit~l throughout the re~ion, and so 

was expanding rnortgase control over the recion. The town 

was thriving, and the strength of its domination was 

increasing. 

3 . Cultural Developments in the Town during the 1830's: 

By the 'thirties Grahamstown had- as can be seen 

from the expansion described previously - become an 

(21) Journal: August 29th., 1839 - report on the compo~y. 

(22) Ibid: advertisement. 

(23) Journal: September lst., 1836 - advertisement . 

(24) Journal: October 25th. , 1838 ~advertisement. 
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established town, and was no longer a crude settlement 

in the veld. The first initial hardships and struggles 

were over, so that now the struggle for existence no 

longer dominated the lives of the tovmspeople. The town 

was commercially important, and as the development of 

financial institutions and capital investment shows, 

the townspeople were prospering. The time had come when 

the inhabitants - or at least some of them - could turn 

their thoughts and energies from the necessity fo r bare 

subsistence and survival towards the creation of additiona l 

social institutions and the development of cultural ameni­

ties in the town. (25 ) Cultural developments on any 

significant scale can only occur once a community has 

advanced beyond subsistence level. The cultural develop-

ments which are shortly to be described are, in the last 

resort, the result of the wave of expansion, ·development 

and prosperity which the town experienced following the 

coming of the 1820 Settlers. 

During the 1830's the following societies were formed 

in Grahamstown: a Horticultural Society, (26 ) a Benevolent 
(27) 

Society called "The Albany Brethren" formed in April 1830, 

a Temperance Society (1831)( 2S) the "Graham's Town Reading 

Society" (date of formation unknown) (29 ) an Agricultural 

Society for the whole of the Eastern Province (1834)~30) 
a "Subscription and Circulat in3 Library"(l834)~ 3 l ) - this 

library was known as the "Albany Circula ting Library", the 

(25) 
(26) 

[

27) 
28) 
29) 

(30) 
(31) 

Gory : . o p . cit • , Vo 1. I I , 
Ibid. 

Ch. X. 

Ibid. 
Journal : 

do . 
do. 
do. 

December 30th., 1831. 
May 30th. , 1833. 
January 16th., 1834. 
January 30th., 1834 . 
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"Albany and Somerset Turf Club" which held meetings at 

Grahamstown (this club was probably formed in 1834, as 

it is for this date that the first advertisements appear 

in the "Journal"), a "District Branch of the Society for 
(32) 

the Promotion of Christian Knowledge" (1835), the 

't1raham ' s Town Auxiliary to the London Missionary Society" 

(date of foundation unknown - this society first advertises 

in the "Journal" in 1836), the "Graham 1 s Town Auxiliary of 

the British and Foreign Bible Society"(probably formed 

in 1835 or 1836) ~ 33 ) "The Albany Church Missionary 

Association" (1837)( 34 ) the "Graham's To1vn Theatrical 

Amateur Company" (1837)~ 35 ) an Amateur Musical Society 

(date unknown·- first advertisements of the society appear 

in 1838)~ 36 ) and finally a "Literary Society" which had 

been formed for the purpose of "obtaining useful knowledge, 

in order to diffuse it and intimating rhetoric, literature, 

and science" (1839). (37 ) By this date the Albany Free-

mason Lodge, which had been formed in 1828, was very active. 

and by 1837 was embarked upon the building of a new 

"l\!a.sonic hall and Schoo 1 Room". ( 38 ) 

Thus, by the end of the 1830's Grahamstown already 

possessed quite a wide variety of societies whose activities 

ranged from amateur thea tricals, racing and temperance 

work to raading and supporting missionary work. These 

different societies had varying fortunes, some finding it 

(32) Journal: l\!a.rch 27th., 1835. 
(33) do. March 9th., 1837. 
(34 ) do. April 27th., 1837. 
(35) do. November 23rd ., 1837. 
(36) do. July 12th., 1838 . 
( 37) do. :r-1arch 28th. , 1839. 
(38) do. June 29th., 1837; also see the Records of 

the Albany Lodge, No . 389, E. C.: Grocott & Sherry, 
Grahamstown, 1928: p . 6. 
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(39) 
difficult to obtain much support, while others flourished. 

The formation of all these societies does show that the 

town was beginning to develop some cultural amenities, 

and was developing beyond the state of a rude frontier post. 

By the 'thirties, the town could already boast of having 
(40) 

a Fancy Dress Ball given in the Barracks by the Military, 

and of a Grand Subscription Ball held in the Commercial 

Hall under the patronage of the Governor and Lieut. Governor 

of the Colony. (4l) In short, Grahamstown was beginning 

to embark upon the pleasures and activities of civilised 

life, and the grim, unleisured struggle of the pioneering 

days was quickly fading into the shrouds of the past. The 

town was beginning to develop cultural amenities and 

activities worthy of the second most important town in 

the Colony. 

While the adults were forming clubs and societies to 

occupy their minds and to use their leisure time, develop­

ments were taking place in!--,the town for the purpose of 

occupying the minds and time of their children - if ·the 

adults were forming their clubs, the children were having 

schools established to tur~ them into educated and worthy 

citizens of the "Settlers' City." From the 'thirties 

onwards we find increasing references to the existence of 

schools in the town. In 1831, the 11 Graham ' s Town Infant 

School" was founded, and by 1832 the number of children 
( 42) 

attending was seventy-two. We read of the existence 

(39) Journa l: December 19t h. , 1839 - editorial. 

(40) do. July 13t h ., 1832 . 

(41) do. August 23rd ., 1838. 

(42) do. January 3rd . , 1833. 
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of a "Graham's Town Gram1nar School"(43) and later of 

the 11Wesleyan School of Industry for Girls" which gave 

daily instruction for about 40 girls irrespective of 

race or nationality. (44 ) In 1839 a "Wesleyan Proprietary 
(45) 

Grammar and Commercial School" was opened. In 

addition to these· educational institutions, there were 

several private individuals in the town who ran "schools" 

of their own - the number of pupils so catered for never 

seems to have been more than about a dozen porilS to a 

private "school."(46 ) In fact, a clere:yman and several 

spinsters, widows and gentlemen in Grahamstown ran private 

"schools" of their own. Whatever might have been the 'Jase 

earlier in the history of the town, there can be no doubt 

that by the 1830's Grahamstown was starting to cater for 

the educat ion of the younger generation, and, if the 

advertisements in the pages of the 11 Journal" are anything 

to go by , the town already had far more educational 

institutions than any other town in the Eastern Province. (47 ) 

Even while it was yet a centre of commerce , Grahamstown 

was not forgetting education - a lready the torch of learn­

ing was beginning to burn in the town. 

(43) The first reference in the Journal to this school 
occurred in 1833 - see issue of July 11th., 1833. 

(44) The first r e f erence in the Journal to this school 
occurred in 1839 - see issue of February 21st., 1839. 

(45 ) Journal : April 4th. , 1839 . 

(46) For example, we read in an advertisement in 1833 that 
a Mrs . Campbell had establJshed a school at her 
r esidence for the 11daily instruction of Youn3 Ladies 
in English, French and Italian Literature, History, 
Ancient and Modern Geof-raphy, with the use of the 
Globes, the elements of :~a,tural Philosophy, Writing, 
Composition, Arithmetic, Music, Dancinc and Drawing 11

, 

the hours of instruction being from 8 a .m. to 4 p . m. 
(See Journal: ~1arch 14th., 1833.) 

(47) See next page for f ootnote. 
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4. Social and Political Developments in the Town: 

Of all the developments vrhich took place in Grahams­

tovm during the 1830 1 s, few were as important as the 

publication on December 30th. , 1831 of the first number 

of the "Graham's Town Journal" the first newspaper in 

the town and ·in the whole of the Eastern Province. 

Starting as a small four page paper with three columns 

t d . 11 11 
X 134-" b J o a pare, an measur lng ~ per page, y anuary 

1839 it had grown to a four paged j,Japer vri th five columns 

to a page, and the pages measurine; 15 11 x 19". From the 

very beginning, the paper vras more th~~n a local newspaper, 

and served the whole of the Eastern Province. On the 

whole, the editorialB have little bearin~ on the private 

affairs of Grahamstown, but concern the welfare and problems 

of the whole of the Eastern Province . Robert Godlonton, 

the editor, writes about the plight of the Colonists, 
• 

the state of the frontier and Kaffir depredations, Emigrant 

Farmers (the Voortrekkers), and defends the attitude and 

behaviour of the frontier dwellers towards the Kaffirs, 

hotly disputing the crit i cisms and theories of arm chair 

critics in Cape Town. The impression zained from these 

pages is that Grahamstown was unmistal:eably the capital 

of the front ier, the rallying point of the frontiersmen, 

the voice of the Eastern Province. There is evident a 

distinct current of rivalry end hostility betv.reen Cape 

Town, the seat of government, the secure arm chair of 

critics and philanthropists, c.nd Graha.ms tovm, the provincial 

(47) At this time the "Journal" was the only newspaper 
·in the Eastern Province, While it contains advertise­
ments of schools in other tm·rns, those for schools 
in Grahamstown far outnumller a dvertisements from any 
other town. (As the big~est town in the Province, it 
is to be expected that Grahamstown had the most schools.) 
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capital of the frontier, the centre of the settlers, 

the focal point of the Eastern Province. In reflecting 

all this, in being the mouthpiece of the province in its 

demand for security and safeguards against the Kaffirs, 

and its repudiation of charges of cruelty and prejudice 

against the Kaffirs on its borders, the 11 Journal'' reflects 

the fact that Grahams town itself was politically the 

capital of the Eastern Province, and was the leader of 

the frontier. 

The fact that the region served by the "Journal" 

included the whole of the Eastern Province is not only 

revealed by the contents of the editorials and the art~cles 

in the paper, but a lso by the advertisements , which come 

in from Uitenhage and Port Elizabeth, f rom For t Beaufort 

and Graaff~Reinet, c .. nd the surrounding small towns and 

outposts. It was not for nothint; that the subsidiary 

title of the "Journa l" was "The Cape of Good Hope Eas tern 

Province Register". Q,ui te apart from any indications 

given by contemporary authors , the pages of the "Journal 11 

in themselves shov.r to the reader that at this time there 

were only two metropolitan regions in South Afr i ca -

that of Cape Town, and Grahamstov.rn. The region of Cape 

Town was the Western Province, while Grahamstovm 1 s region 

was the whole of the Eas t ern Province. 

The "Journal" 1vas an important means of extending 

the regional dominance, and the power of the domination 

exerted by Grahamstown. As the only newspaper in the 

Eastern Province, the "Journal" conferred on Grahamstown 

the advantage of being the only source of l ocally published 

news and ideas. Sociologically the paper was both an 

instrument, and an index , of Grahams tovm 1 s dominant role 



88. 

in the affairs of the frontier region. 

As a town with a rapidly increasing population, 

and considerable commercial impor t ance, Grahamstown 

had reached the stage where some form of local govern-

ment was essential. It is not surprising therefore 

tha t the 1830 's see the formation of a municipality 

in the town: 

It is no t necessary to go into the details of t he 

creation of a municipality for Grahams town. (4S) Suffice 

it to state that after several years of negotiation with 

the Colonial Government, on 7th. April, 1837 , Municipal 

Regulations for Grahamstown were promulgated in t he 
(49) 

Government Gazette. I n terms of these r egulations 

seven municipal commissioners were elected by the towns-

people on Ilay 30th. , and thereafter several municipal 

officials were appointed , and a six-penny rate imposed 

on the r a t eable pr operty in the t own, which was valued 
. ( c::o) 

at £12,000 . . ~ The town had thus taken the firs t step 

in the direction of acquiring municipal finances, and 

was in a position to exercise some control over i ts 

hitherto unattractive and sprawling physical development. ( 5l ) 

Legally Grahamstovm had a t last been recognised officially 

as a town, and as far as can be ascertained~ was the first 

town in the Eastern Province to ~cquire municipal status. 

(48 ) 

(49 ) 

( 50) 

(51) 

See Cory: op. cit ., Vol. III, Ch. IX; also the 
Journal: June 9th., 183tS; September 1st , 1836; 
October 13th., 1836; November 3rd ., 1836; January 
12th. ' 1837. 

Journa l: April 20th. , 1837 gives a full reprint of 
of these regulations . It is interesting to note that 
the 1837 delimitation of the town i s practically the 
same as the present built-up European Area . 

I 
Cory: ibid. , p . 426 . 

I 
Cory : ibid., Ch. IX; ~·-'homson: op cit., p . 28 for a 
description of the unattractiveness of the town. 
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Another important social develo]ment which was 

becoming increasingly obvious by this time, was the 

emergence of a middle class in the town. In the early 

pioneering days, Grahamstown 1 s population consisted of 

officials, officers, the rank and file of the army, and 

ordinary civilians; strictly speaking there was no 

civilian professional class or commercial class in the 

town. Now as a r esult of the commercial expansion 

occurring in the town, and the general social develop-

ments taking place, i ncreasing social differentiation 

began to be evident. The expansion in the town was 

causing, inevitably, social stratification, and occupa­

tional differentiation. From the pages of the "Journal" 

it is evident that by the 1830 1 s the town had in existence 

a professional class of lawyers, auctioneers , agents, 

doctors, civil servants, teachers and cler3ymen with a 

goodly number of merchants and shopkeepers as well. It 

was the emergence of this class which probably explains 

the development in the town of all the societies and clubs 

described previously, for they would be the people with 

leisure and inclination for cultural activities. In all 

events, the emersencG of this class is an index of the 

development the town was experiencing - a si£n that it 

was outgrowing the pioneerin3 stage . 

In connection with this question of the class structure 

of the town at this time , the comments of a contemporary 

writer are interestins . He considered that there were 

six so cia l classes in the town, and these he listed as 

follows :- ( 52 ) 

(52) Moodie: op. cit., Vol. II, Ch. X:V, pp. 302-5; also 
Ch. III, pp. 49-54. 

• 
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(1) Civil Officials 

(2) Military (mainly officers?) 

(3) Merchants -
retailers. 
and most of 
the working 

with one or two exceptions all 
They constituted the middle class, 
them had risen from the ranks of 
class. 

(4) !Vlechanics and Artisans 

(5) European labourers - ma inly discharged soldiers, 
and as a class drunken and dissolute. 

( 6) Hottentots. 

Moodie, the author, remar ks that classes (4) and (5) 

can rise in the social scale fairly easily, it being 

comparatively eas y in Grahams town a t the time for one 

to move into the trader and merchant class (due to the 

great scope for trade durin[ these early years.) His 

classification again emphasises that the town was a 

centre of civil administration, t he military headquarters 

on the frontier, and a tradi~g cen tre, and supports the 

contentions which have a lready been made about the struc-

t ure and funct ions of Gre.ha.mstown. 

Finally, a political development uhich occurred at 

this t ime was the increasine; interest taken by the inhabi­

tants of Grahamstown in public a ffairs . The pages of the 

"Journal" during the 'thirties frequently contain advertise-

ments and reports of public Beetings held in the tovm, 

and of petitions and memorials drawn up by the townspeople. 

The two main issues of the time were security on the frontier 

-the problem of adequa te protection a ga.inct the Kaffirs, 

and the demand for some form of government for the 

· Eastern Province apart from tha t in Cape Town - a demand 

which ultimately r esulted in the appointment of a Lieut. 

Governor for the Eastern Province. The pages of the 

11 Journal" glve the impression that the people of the town 
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were to the forefront in any political movement. Indeed , 

from this time we may date the rise of that spirit of 

political leadership and a3gressiveness which was char­

acteristic of the town for the next 20 to 30 years -

which was characteristic of the town until the time when 

it finally relinqu ished political leadership of the 

Eastern Province to its sister, Port Elizabeth . 

Summing up, we may bring together t he previous 

sections in this history of the town and state that 

by 1840, Grahamstown , the 11 Metropolis of the East 11 

at the height of its power , exhibited the following 

characteristics and exercised the f ollowlng functions:-

(i) Military Headauarters on the Frontier : 

Grahamstown, as t he result of the rea sons for its 

very foundation, was the military headquarters on the 

frontier, the headquarters of the army in the Eastern 

Province. It ovred this funct i on to its dominant ecological 

position in the wilds of the Zuurveld; from the town 

radiated all the milit~ry roads to the outposts on the 

frontier, making the town the strategic centr e of defence 

f or the Eas tern Prov i nce . 

(ii) The Centre o f ~Jlilitary Expenditure: 

As a r esult of being t he militar y headquarters, 

Grahamstown was the seat ·of the Commissariat f or the army 

in the Eastern Province, making i t the centr e of milit a ry 

e xpenditure on the frontier, and in the Eastern Province 

as a whole. By the 1840' s the size of this expenditure 

in Grahams town was es tima t ed to be about £150,000 per 
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annum (in terms of the existing value of the £at that 

time), which contributed in no small measure to the 

town's commerce. (53 ) 

(iii) The Administrative and Judicial Centre of Albany: 

As has been shown, very s~on after its foundation 

Grahamstown was made the administrative and judicial 

centre of Albany, and this function still was retained 

by the town. This function ~:.ras the result of Government 

policy. 

(iv) The Emporium of the Eastern Province: 

Grahamstown, because of its dominant ecolo3ical 

position on the frontier, was the supply centre for 

the frontier, and the centre of trade with the Kaffir 

tribes in the interior, and with the farmers on the 

frontier. As a result of the flourishinG commerce thus 

built up, the town established itself as the emporium 

of the Province. 

(v) The Gateway to the Interior: 

As a result of its dominant ecological position 

in the relatively undeveloped frontier re3ion, Grahams-

town was the gateway to the frontier and the interior of 

South Africa beyond. Consequently throus h its streets 

moved the stream of persons moving into or out of the 

frontier districts of the Colony, or of the interior of 

South Africa generally. As the entrance to the frontier 

districts, it dispatched all the exports of the region, 

and ordered an~ handled all the imports comin€ in; as the 

base camp for explorers, hunters and traders penetrating 

the interior, its marlcet handled the sale of most of the 

ivory, hides, feathers and curios brought back from the 

interior. All this helped in no small measure to make 

( 53 ) Journal: Auc.:ust 15th., J.,'J44 - editorir.l, 
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the town the emporium of the province - that is to say, 

its dominant ecological position as the gateway to the 

frontier and the interior beyond, with its consequent 

opportunities for trade, played a fundamental part in 

making the town the "Emporium of the East." 

(vi) The Financial Centre on the Frontier: 

At this time, Grahamstown was the most important 

centre of financial institutions on the front ier, and 

judging from the frequency of advertisements in the 

pages of the "Journe.l' 1 was also the most important 

financial centre in the Eastern Province . As the 

emporium of the Eastern Province, it was understandablA 

Grahamstown should also be the 1nost important financial 

centre in the Province at the time. 

(vii) The Political Leader and Mouthpiece of the Province: 

As the largest and most important town in the 

Eastern Province, as the centre of commerce and finance, 

Grahamstown was inevitably the political leader of the 

Province. Possessing the only paper in the Province, 

it was the rallying point of the opinions of the Eastern 

Province, and its natural centre of focus. 

(viii) The Cultural Leader on the Frontier : 

As has been shown, by the 1840 ' s Grahamstown was 

steadily developing cultural amenities , and was creating 

a cultural life of its own. Grahamstown being the l argest 

and most important town on the frontier , thus was inevitably 

the cultural leader on the frontier, and set the example 

for other towns. 

(ix) The Largest and Most Important Town in the Province: 

At this time, Grahamstown was the l argest and most 

important town in the Eastern Province, with a total of 
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(54) 
about 4,000 inhabitants and soldiers in its population. 

It had the biggest population, and economically, sociolog­

ically dominated the rest of the Pro~ince. 

(x) The Most Pro~ressive Town in the Cape Colony: 

Riding as it was on a wave of unparalleled and unequal-

led development and expansion, Grahamstown was the most 

progressive town in the Cape Colony. 

(xi) The Metropolis of the Eastern Province: 

Grahamstown, as a result of the characteristics and 

functions described above, was the "llletropo lls' of the 

Eastern Province. It was the l~rges t , rros t. iJ:TIY)r)'Y't-::-.nt 

and most prosperous town in the Province, and dominate0. 

the whole of the Eastern Districts of the Cape Colony. 

Of the functions and characteristics listed above, 

nearly all ultimo.tely depended on the importance of the 

trade and commerce of the town, and the development and 

expansion thereby caused . There is no doubt that the 

most important aspect of the town was ultimately commerce 

and trade - as the editor of the "Journal" wrote, not 

only the pr·osperity but the very existence of the to1·m 

at this time depended upon trade. (55) As the town's trade 

rested primarily upon the town beinc;: the supply centre for, 

and the gateway to, the frontier and the interior, and 

secondly upon the town bein~ the headquarters ~nd t~e 

seat of the army and its Commissari.:.t - aJ 1 of 1.vhich 

ultimately rested upon the town' s dominant and commanding 

ecological position in a n undeveloped frontier re5ion, -

(54) J. BacY-house: A Narrative of a Visit to the Mauritius 
and South Africa: (1844 ) p. 174 refers to 1838. 

( 55 ) Journal: August 15th., 1844 - ejitorial. 
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the town's importance and power can ultimately be traced 

back to the ecoloGical position occupied by it. The 

ecology of Graha mstown and its surrounding region 

explains fundamentally why the town was "Queen of the 

East 11 
: one could say that it was the region which made 

Grahamstown: 

••• • •••••••••••• 0 •••• • • • •••• 
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PART B THE DECLI1~ OF GRAHAMSTOWN. 

We have now reached the turning point in 

Grahamstown's history . By the 1840's the town was 

firmly established, year by year growing steadily . 

At the height of its importance as the dominant town 

in the Eastern Province, it was now no longer the crude 

military outpost it had once been. If, however, the 

'forties show Grahams town at the height of its power, 

they also show something else - signs of growing com­

petition from o+,~r.;r to-vrns for Graha:ilstovm's position of 

supremacy and domination, signs of a struggle to captul'e 

the rich prize of trade. Indeed, we no sooner see the 

town at the climax of its power, undispu·~ed leader of 

the Eastern Province , than almost immediately afterwards 

we begin to see disturbing signs of doubt and fear about 

the s~fety of the town ' s position. The hour of triumph 

a l so bripgs with it the first sombre warning notes of 

incipient decl ine .... 

So it is that from now onwards in this outline of 

the town 's history we no longer concentrate on develop­

ments and growth in the town, but instead turn to study 

the ~rowing signs of. competition and struggle for Grahams­

town's position, and to observe the determined stru ggle 

of the town to retain its throne as the dominant town 

in the Eastern Province, and to watch the gradual decline 

of the town to a dec idedly subordinate pos ition. From 

now on we ignore further Growth and developments in 

the town. The town was established, and the problem is 

no longer ·one of growth. That Grahams town did continue 

to develop cultura1ly and commercially , and expand spatially 
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is evident from even a casual perusal of the pages of 
(1) 

the "Journal" , but this no longer is of interest for 

us . The question of importance is why Gr ah2.mstown lost 

its dominant position in the Eastern Province . To 

answer the question will be the task of this sect ion. 

(1) Appendix B contains a list compiled from the pages 
of the "Journal" showing some cf the developments 
which occurred in Grahamstown during the 1840 1 s. This 
lis t is given to show that the town did ·continue to 
develop and expand . On this point of further grov-rth 
we mus t distinguish between absolute and relative 
growth. Absolutely, the town continued to grow up 
to the present time . For instance , see Map No. 3 
showi ng the town in 1863 , and ~~p No . 30 showing 
Land Use in the tov-m to-day, and compare them with 
Diagrams No . 1, 3, and 4, for evidence of spatial 
growth. Also see the Photographic Appendix , and 
compare v i ews of the town a t different dates . Re l ative 
to other towns , however , Grahamstown not only ceased 
to grow , but declined after the zenith of i ts power 
had been reached by about 1840-1850 . In the early 
days Grahamstown grew relatively ffirl absolutely; 
to-day its growth is only absolute , being negative 
relatively. (See Part B of Part II below. ) 
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CHAPTER V. 

GRAHAMSTOWN'S DAWNING AWARENESS OF DANGEROUS 

COMPETITION FOR ITS HITHERTO UNRIVALLED POSITION. 

PERIOD V : 1840 - 1850: The First Signs of Competitio~ 

for Graha,nstown' s Supremacy in the Eastern 

Province. 

During the 'thirties, there had been no sign in tl:-. 

pages of the "Graham's Town Journal" of any fears abc,.:..t 

the position of Grahamstown as the major town in, a::.1-:. 

the commercial centre of, the Eastern Province. The 

1840's, however, see a change in tone.. Till then the 

town ' s position as "Emporium of the East" had been 

taken completely for granted . In an editorial in the 

"Journal" for August 15th., 1844, we see for the first 

time that people in Grahamstown were sJ.ov1ly bee;inninc; 

to realise that the town could no longer keep her ric':. 

prize of commerce without an effort. The editor writac 

about the question of the proposal to rescind the tax 

imposed by the municipality on produce brougtt into th8 

town and sold privately outside the confines of the 

Municipal Market. Supporting the recission of this ta~ · -

the editor writes that not only the prosperity, but the 

very existence of the town depends upon trade, and th:::.,~ 

the people of the town must do all that they can to 

attract and encourage trade with the town. He remar~3 

that Grahamstown ..... 

II h b t II • .... as een ermed the Empor1um of the Eastern 
Province", and hence to maintain this high positic•l:. 
there must be something to attract and to concentra s~ 
trade - i n other 1-vords, to make this particular poin t. 
the most desireable one to which it can be directed. 
It may not be unprofitable to consider carefully 
what it really is which gives Graham's Town that 
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"pre-eminence in trade which it enjoys over the other 
districts. Take first its d isadvantages: It is 
an inland town, without any facilities of water 
co mmunicat ion - nor can it boast of any peculiar 
advantages in r espect to roads . It lies in a valley, 
to enter which it is necessary to deviate somewhat 
from the direct line of road leading from Caue Town, 
fro m Port Elizabeth, and from the Kowie , to the (2) 
immediate frontier, and also to the interior districts. 
To counterbalance these - it is the headcuarters of 
the military, with a Commissariat Chest from which 
is i ssued little short of £150,000 ~nnually - and 
in addition to this, it is situated in the centre 
of the Albany Dis trict , inhabited by a population 
possessing a sufficient share of i n telligence, 
combined with e:reat enterpr ise, ac tiv ity and industry. 

"Let it however be kept carefully in viev;r that 
all these characteristics &re rapidly and widely 
extending themselves, and are nc.turally operating 
upon the surround ing distr i c ts as they have ac ted 
upon this. THERE IS COMPETITION ABROAD , At1 D WHICH 
WE AS A COr.iHUNITY MUST BE PREPARED TO ENCOUNTER OE 
FA!:L IGNOBLt

3
lROM THA'l' STATION WE HAVE HITHERTO 

MA! NTAINED . This military expenditlTe alone, 
will never ensure the prosperity of the town; and 
i t would be umvise to place undue dependence upon 
it, seeing that it is uncertai~and th~k)not only 
as to duration, but also as to amount.~ To be 
permanently and substantially prosperous, Graham ' s 
Town must act upon a princ.iple of self dependence 
- it must foster its trade, of which the transit 
or carrying branch forms an important item - thus 
hpve more legit i mate sources of success to depend 
on than those which are contingent upon the move­
ments of the troops . 

"Keeping these points in mind , it will be seen 
at a glance, that t he true policy of the town is to 
drawn hither by every possible me~ns the trade of 
the other districts .... 11 

The whole tone of the sections of this editorial 

(2) While this may have been true in some measure , 
Grahan.stown was nevertheless the centre from which 
the military roads to the frontier r adiated - it was 
the gateway to the frontier. 

(3 ) The capitals are mine . . 

( 4) There was ahmys the risk , as the frontier region 
developed, and the a ctual frontier of the Colony v1as 
pushed further and further av.•ay from Jrahams town, that 
the military headquarters and Commissariat would be 
moved from Grahamstown to some tovm nearer the scene 
of danger. vvhile i n 1812 Grnhamstovm was the scene 
of action, by 1840 it was becomi ng rather far removed 
from the actual frontier of the Colony . 
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quoted above shows that the halcyon days when Grahams town 

handled most of the trade of the frontier without any 

outside competition endangering its monopoly had dis-

appeared. The editorial serves both as an index of the 

emergence of competiition in the Eastern Province for 

the position of supremacy, and also reveals the dawning J 

awareness of the businessmen of Grahamstovm of this fact. 

Indeed, the region was developins - competition was abroad, 

and other tmo1ns as they became more and more develo ped, 

were threatening to draw off the trade of the to1tT.n. 

The days when Grahamstown was located i n a relatively 

undeveloped reg ion were gone - the ecology of the region 

was changing from that of an undevelo~ed frontier to 

one of an expanding and developing region - and with 

the changing ecology, came the threat of competj.tion for 

the supremacy which Grahams town had held. The golden 

days of power when the town was an o~tpost on the 

frontier were [ One; Grahamstown was now one town among 

others, and the struggle for domination had commenced. 

Reading through the 11 Graham 1 s Town Journal", we 

find the next reference to this problem of growing 

competition from outs ide less than a year after the 

editorial which has just been quoted. In the issue for 

Mar ch 6th., 18~5, there is a report of a mee t ine which 

had been held in Grahamstown for the purpose of electing 

a Boa rd o f Road Commissione r s f or Alba ny under a new Road 

Ordinance f or the Colony . At this meet in~ a certain V.tr . 

Jarvis 

11 
•••• dvrel t at considerable l ength Ul)On the importance 

of t he inhabit ants of Grah~m 1 s Town consu lting the i r 
own interest in the choice o f Commissioners . '' 

He con t ended that every main road should be made to 

pass throu gh the town .... 
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" •.•. but once teach people that a better road to 
Fort Beaufort was from Slaai Kraal across the flat, 
or that it was desireable to avoid Howison's Poort, 
and not to enter Graham ' s Town- a~d the doom of 
the town would be sealed. 11 

Commenting on this statement , the editor, ln an 

article says that while some little apprehension about 

the future of the tovm was expressed e. t this public 

meeting, the Commissariat Chest, situated as it is in 

Grahamstown, acts as a loadstone, drawing trade to 

the town; c: onsequently he allows himself to be optimistic 

about the future of the tm.vn. For our porpo ses, the 

mere fact that apprehension about the future of the town 

could be expressed at a public meeting is significant, 

for it shows that the days when the future prosperity of 

the town was taken completely for granted had gone, and 

the people of Grahamstown were beginnine to feel that 

perhaps the future of the town was not quite as rosy as 

it had once been. 

The mid 1840's afford another index of a slightly 

different nature, but one which shows clearly the growing 

compet.i tion.. In the "Journal" for April 24th. , 1845, 

there is an advertisement which states that in May there 

was to take place the publication of the first number _ j. 
tJ~ ll q'l< () 

of "Trte Eastern Province Herald, 11 which paper was to ~A 1 

provid.e a medium of Public Communica tion for Port Elizabeth 

and those places having connection with it. ( 5 ) Thus, 

no longer was Grahamstown to be the sole possessor of 

a newspaper in the Eastern Province - no longer was the 

town to provide, through the medium of the pages of the 

( 5 ) The "Eastern Province Herald 11 is still being published 
at the present time, and has a circulation which 
completely overshadows that o f the now purely local 
Grahams town paper "Groco tt' s Dail~ Ma i l", which is 
the present- da y successor of the 'Journal. 11 
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"Journal'', the so le mouthpiece for t he Eastern Province. 

Other towns in the Province were developing, and were 

creating institutions of their o~~ which were gradually 

making them independent of Grahamsto\·'11 - and all this, 

of course, endanger ed the supremacy and domination of 

the town. 

Another note of warning about the future of the t own 

is expressed in the "Journal" in an editorial for August 

7th., 1845. The editorial is on the subject of roads 

and their importance for Grahams tovrn. The editor stresses 

the importance of easy a.nd quick communication, and 

asks if, as a commU.Ll:i.t.y , the peo:r-le of Grahams town are 

alive to the importance of this s ub j ect and are doing all 

that they possibly can to improve communicCJ.tions and 

r emove all obstacles to speedy and easy transport, thus 

II f 'l't t' t d II • . .. acl l·a lng rae. He goes on to vTrite as follows:-

"We have no fear for the future advancement of Grahamstown 

if this subje ct has but that share o f attention to which 

from its intrinsic importance it is so \vell entitled ." 

He r emarks that the editor of the Port Elizabe t h paper 

(the "Eastern Province Herald") is advocat i ne: a dire ct 

road from Port Elizabeth to Somerset and t hen over 

Bruntjes Hoogte to the North Eastern Boundary of the 

Colony. While th e "Journal's" editor is not against 

this s0heme, which v-rould in effect be by-pass ing Grahams­

town and rob it of much of its importance anc trade 

consequent upon its being the gateway to the frontier, 

he says that: 

" ... . nevertheless while i t is thus beins advocated , 
let not the people of Graham ' s 'lbwn and Albany remain 
i n a state of listless indifference to the subject . 
We honour our Port Elizabeth compatriots for their 
zeal and intelligence , but at the same time we would 
not have the people of this town to fal l behind them 
in either of these respe cts . Let them no t fancy 
that they will continue to command the chief trade 
of t he Province , unless they show a clear title to 
the distinction: Graham 1 s Town as an Emporium of 
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trade possesses great advantages of position. It 
is the centre from whence diverge all the military 
roads to the immediate frontier - to Kaffraria, and 
to the wide country to the N.E. To those who will 
tuke the trouble of estimating the expenditure of 
the military, and of the various missionary soc~eties, 
taking into account also .the growing trade with the 
natives beyond the Colonial boundary, the importance 
of Graham's Town will at once be appreciated, nor 
need there be much fear of its stability as the 
Capital of the Province, unless that claim should 
be lost by the people 's own fo lly and j_ndifference 
to their own evident interests. By permitting t he 
roads of the Distr ict to remain in their present 
disgraceful state, while in other quarters new lines 
of communication are opened, will be a ready way of 
diverting our lec:itimate trade into other channels, 
and we shall r.ir:hly deserve all the consequences 
which must resuJt • from such egregious folly. " 

A further index of growin£ competition from other 

towns is evident in the pages of the 11 Journal'" by 1848. 

By that year we see from advertisements that other towns 

in the Province were be~inning to form the ir own banks -

were developing financial institutions of their own which 

were making them more and more independent of Grahamstown. 

By this time we find that there is a Port Eli~abeth Bank, 

a Fort Beaufort Bank, and a Graaff- Reinet Bank. The 

town's financial domination of the region was being 
challenged, and decentralisation was destroying its 

monopoly of financial control. 

Of all the growin~ rivals which were threatening 

Grahamstown during the ' forties, by far the most dangerous 

was undoubtedly Port Elizabeth. By this time Grahamstown 

was apparently -beginning to feel the competition resulting 

from the increasing development which was t aking place in 

tha t port. Previously, Port Elizabeth had been far l ess 

developed than Gra hamstown, but as the supply port for 

Grahamstown and also as t he major supply port for the 

Eastern Province as a whole, Port Elizabeth began to 

develop a nd threaten Grahamstown's unrivalled position. 

As early as this time, we consequently see t he business-

men of Grahamstown thinking ~bout the deve lopment o f a 

port nearer the town, and looking for one which would not 

rival t he town , but rather, i f possible , add to its 
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importance. Thus it is that Grahamstown began to turn 

her eyes to the Kowie, and the first of many attempts 

to develop a harbour there begins. As early as 1843 

we see in c;m issue of the "Journal'' ( 6 ) an advertisement 

stating that it vms hoped to fo r m "The Graham ' s Town, 

Bathurst and Kowie Shipping Company . 11 This company, 

it was proposed, would start off with two iron ships , 

and wou ld not only carry goods to the Kowie, but would 

trade with Mauritius and Cape To1·m as well. The pros­

pectus includes the following data:-

Estimated cost per ton of goods rec3ived from 
Cape Town via Port Elizabeth . .. . ... .. ..... ...•. £4 : 7 : 6. 

Time taken for de livery fro m Cape Town (including 
overland waggon transport) .. ...... . . .. . ..... ... 21 days 

Estimated cost per ton of goods received from 
Cape Town v ia the Kowie . ... . ...... ... ....... . .. £3 : 12 : 6 . 

Time taken for delivery from Cape Town ( including 
overland w&ggon transport) ....... . .. ... ........ 9 days, 

and 6 hrs . 

The longer wagon trip from Port Elizabeth to 

Grahamstown explained the greater co-st and delay invo l ved 

in receiving goods sent via Port Elizabeth. 

This proposed company hoped to cut costs on goods 

ordered by the town, and obviate the long delay involved 

in ordering goods via Port Elizabeth. Its total capital 

was to be £6,000 - a very moderate sum for the task 

involved, even in terms of the 1840 value of the £. 

This venture is not _only an index of the formation 

of companies which was char acteristic of Grahamstown at 

this period, but far more significantly, it is a sign of 

the pressure which the increasinG development of Port 

Elizabeth was beginning to exert upon the to1vn, and marks 

the beginning of the attempts of Grahamstown to counter 

this competition, and become independent of the port as 

(6 ) Journal: February 27th. , 1843 . 
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a supply point. The formation of this company marks 

the beginning of the strue-gle of the townspeople to save 

Grahamstown from falling under the domination of Port 

Elizabeth, and so from ceasing to be the major town in 

the Province. 

In connection with this attempt to create a harbour 

at the Kowie, and also tn the light of the above remarks, 

an editorial in the ''Journal'' for August lOth., 1850 is 

important. The editor writes of the resistance by Port 

Elizabeth to the development of the Kowie as a port: 

He contends tho. t "Po!'t Elizabeth i·mnts to keep its mono ~ 

poly as the supply-port for the frontier and the interior 

beyond. He then goes on to mention the scheme to open 

a direct road from Port Eliz~0eth to the frontier 

district via the Zuurberg (thus cutting out Grahamstown). 

On this point he writes: 

110ur Port Elizabeth friends dwell exultinsly on 
the openinc up of a direct road thl""ou~h the rugp:ed 
Zuurberg into the inland Districts, and Graham'~ 
Town has been not ur.frequent ly twit ted vli th its 
isolation occasioned by this and other road improve­
ments, from the great lines of traffic ...• 11 

The \~-Thole tone of this remarks shows clearly the 

spirit of competition which was facing Grahamstown, and 

in a nutshell sta,tes the problem of the tovrn - the fie_;ht 

to avoid relegation to a position of relative unimportance 

and isolation - and this problem was the key problem of 

t he town for the next twenty years at least. 

By the end of the 1840 ' s , therefore, it is evident 

that there were definite signs of competition ~rom other 

towns for Grahamstown ' s hitherto unrivalled position of 

commercial and ecological Cl.ominc- nce. Too, the towns-

people were aware of this problem, and were beginning to 
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realise that the future of the town was i n danger of 

being anything but glorious and rosy. The main threat 

to the town by this time undoubtedly came from Port 

Elizabeth, who while being still less power ful commer ­

cially and ecologically than Grahamstown(7) was yearly 

growing more dangerous to the fv.ture position of the 

once ''Queen of the East.'' In fact, the problem facing 

Grahamstown had emerged - the future was to show how 

she tried to meet it. 

(7) See e . g. the Journal for August 24th. , 1850, where 
the value of insurance policies to.ken out in Grahams­
town with the Cape of Good Hope Jl.futual Life Assurance 
Society was £92,550 a3 against only £11 , 300 for Port 
Elizabeth; again see the issue for July 13th. , 1858, 
where assets of the town's banks were given as being 
£506,921:18: Od . as acainst £334,834:11: 2d-. for 
Port Elizabeth's banks - sug~esting that Grahamstown 
was as yet still dominant over Port Elizabeth. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

GRAHAMSTOWN' S STRUGGLE TO AVOID LOSS OF 

DOMINANCE A:JD RELATIVE DECLINE. 

1850 - 1875: The losing Battle: 

By the middle of the Nineteenth Century, the problem 

facing Graharnsto'm was clear; the next quarter century 

with which we are now concerned saw the attempt on the 

part of the townspeople to meet this problem, and their 

losing battle in this respect. The fight to save 

Grahamstown from losing her pre-eminent position in the 

Eastern Province was fought consciously, and with an 

awareness of what was at stake. ,.~e no\/ turn to the pages 

of the "Journal" to trace the stages in this fight, and 

see how the fortunes of the town fared. 

In tracing the history of the struggle during 

the next quarter century, no attempt has been made to group 

the material according to subject matter, but instead, 

the data are dealt. vrith in chronological order. An 

analysis of the data, and comments on it will follow in 

a subsequent chapter. 

1. The Fortunes of Grahamstown during the ' Fifties: 

The 'fifties open with the people of Gr ahamstown 

continuing their interest in, and efforts to secure, a 

port at the Kowie, mainly in the hope that such a port 

would bolster up the future of the trade of the town, 

and would help to make the tovm independent of her growing 

rival, Port Elizabeth. In the "Journal " for March 29th., 

1851, there i s an article c~ating that the Kowi e as a 

port was cheaper and more desireable for Graharnstown 
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merchants than Port Elizabeth. As an example of this 

contention, the following figures are given: One ton·.• 

of sugar, of value £20, costs the following when l anded 

at Port Elizabeth and the Kowie respectively:-

(a) Present (War) Prices:(l) 

Port Elizabeth to Grahamstown Kowie to Grahamstown 

Freight Charges 15 : 0 Freight Charges £1: 1: 

Agency 3: 9 Agency 3: 

Landing 5: 3 Landing 4: 

Carriage @ 8/- Carriage @ 2/6 
per 100 lbs. £8:16 : 0 per 100 lbs. 2:15: 

Insurance @ 3%(2) 12:~. 0 Insurance @ 6 
%(2) l: 4: 

£10:12: 0 £5: 8: 

Thus, there was a saving of £5: 4: Od. per ton, 
I 

or about 25% of the value of the sugar, when Kowie was 

used as a port instead of Port Elizabeth. 

(b) Peace Prices : 
-

Port Elizabeth to Grahamstown Kowie to Grahamstown 

Freight Charges 15: 0 Freight Charges £1: 

Agency 3: 9 Agency 

Landing 5: 3 Landing 

Carriage @ 3/6 Carriage @ 1/-
per 100 lbs. £3:17: 0 per 100 l bs . l: 

l ' : 

3: 

4.: 

2 : 

0 

9 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

3 

0 

£5: ... l : 0 £2 :Jl- : 0 

Thus, in peacetime, there was a saving (according 

to these figures) of £2 : 10: Od. per ton when goods were 

dispatched to Grahamstoi'm via Kowie instead of Port 

Elizabe th. 

{l) A Kaffir War was in progress, and hence the fi~ures 
for both war and peace prices. 

(2) Insurance rates during the war were higher for Kowie 
than Port Elizabeth, due to the proximity of the former 
to the fighting . 
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About a year after this article, there again appears 

one in the pages of the "Journa l"( 3 )dealing with the 

development of the Kowie. In this article, the writer 

says that "with a sea-port at the Kowie, Graham's Town 

from its position must become the Entrepot for the trade 

of the Frontier Districts, and for ' the Sovereignty . . . . 
and a large trade with the West will be created ••.. ", 

thus showing the hopes that people in Grahamstown were 

pinning to the development of a port at the Kowie. 

Again on this point, we note an editorial in another 

newspaper printed in Grahams to1vn - the "Cape Frontier 

Times. 11 (4) The editor writes as follows: 

"It has long been fully apparent that unless a sea­
port can be opened on the coast of Lower Albany, 
Graham's Town will speedily sink into obscurity and 
decay .... The road from the interior districts to 
Port Elizabeth, over the Zuurberg, will be the grave 
of its commercial prosperity, and the bulk of the 
population will be compelled to seek employment for 
th~mselves and an outlet for their floating capital 
in other places, unless its trade and importance 
can be maintained by the opening of a sea-port in 
its vicinity. 11 

The editor then goes on to say that "the time is probably 

not far distant" when the commissariat will be moved, as 

a natural consequence of development in the Eastern 

Province , to the frontier at Fort Beaufort , Kingwilliams­

town, or some other town nearby. He writes: 

11 Take away the trade and military expenditure from 
the town, and you destroy the sources of the existence 
of all classes of inhabitants, excepting the officials 
.... Our Port Elizabeth friends are, of eourse, very 
desirous of retaining in their hands t he ~o~opoly 
of the Frontier export and import trade."~5J 

Therefore, he assert s , Port Elizabeth is resisting the 

(3) Journal: January 3rd . , 1852 . 

(4) The Cape Frontier Times: January 6th., 1851. 

(5) This article suggests that already the monopoly of 
imports and exports had passed from Grahamstown's 
control. 
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development 
( 6) 

of the KOwie as another port . He 

remarks that Port Elizabeth contends that the prosperity 

of Grahamstown depends upon its road communications with 

Port Elizabeth, but this he denies. 

11 It is, however, 1·rell known to all interested 
cavillers that a port for Albany will alone main­
tain the prosperj_ty of the capital of this district" 
( i. e . Grahams town) "fl.nd it. is repeated that, unless 
this indispensable went can be supplied, this town 
as a place of trade will be ruined . Already is 
·the capital that created ~nd has maintained its 
commercial importance for so many years , commencing 
to f l ow into other channels. 11 

He remarks that eventually all the principal mercantile 

houses j_h Gra!"'31T)St0 1 \'!l 1·Till hare their houses of business 

in Port Elizabeth with branches in other towns on the 

frontier, and will supply ~oods direct from Port Elizabeth 

independently of Grahamstown, and that likewise the 

produce of the interior will be sent direct to Port 
(7) 

Elizabeth for shipment . He claims that this rather 

gloomy p icture is not at all exaggerated, and therefore 

the capital required for the develo~rnent of a port at 

the Kowie could appropriately be called "a fund for the 

preservation of Graham's Town from commercial wreck and 

to tal ruin . 11 If Graha.ms town obtained a port at the -Kowie, 

it would, he thinks, make Grahamstown more prosperous 

than it had ever b 0en before, but if it failed to obtain 

a port there, 

11 
•• •• then the prosperity of Graham's Town will soon 

( 6) On this point, Miss r . Kannemeyers , libraria.n of the 
Cory Library, Rhooes University in 1952 , contended that 
Cape 'I'own also resisted the development of the Kowie 
because it ,.,ould mean less capital vmuld be available 
for Table Bay. Furthermore, the development of the Kowie 
became politically bound up 1frith the Separatist Movement 
of the Eastern Province, and so did not receive the 
support of the Western Province. (Interview, July 1952 . ) 

(7) This eventually came true- c . f . Journal: August 11th., 
1871, and May 3rd . , 1872 - editorials. 
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pass a:vmy - its streets will be almost untrodden -
its noble places of public worship will be deserted , 
and little more l'iill be left alone with the unten­
ant ed buildings but the remembr ance of its f ormer 
greatness , that Y-Till be departed forever . 11 

At the moment v.re are not concerned with the truth 

historically of what the editor of the "Cape Frontier 

Times 11 foresaw . It is sufficient for our purposes that 

this editorial reflects the fear that Grahamstown's 

future was in jeopardy, and also shows the reason why 

the town was anxious to obtain a port at the Kowie -

the Kowie scheme was, in fact, an attempt on the part of 

the town to sol're the problem of tr.:reatening competition 

from other Eastern Province towns, especially Port 

Elizabeth. 

The question ne.turally arose, vlhen the 11 Times 11 

editor put these arguments~ whether the development of 

Kowie would not ultimately affect Grahamsto wn adversely, 

and whether the new port would not, in the long run, ruin 

the town with further competition. The editor replies 

to all these questions in the 11 Cape Frontier Times" for 

January 17th., 1852. His contention is that Grahamstown 

need not fear all these eventualities . Oxen from the 

interior, he remarlcs, die when they go into Lower Al bany(8) 

so that Grahams town will always remain a distribution 

centre for the Kowie. Local oxen would make the trips 

to and from the port, and inland farmers and traders would 

never venture beyond Grah£.mstown for fear of losing 

their cattle. Thus, as the clearing house for the Kowie, 

Grahamstown would remain, he contends , the emporium of 

the frontier trade. 

It is not JUr purpos e to critic ise the truth or 

( 8) The cause for this alleged disease is not evident. 
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otherwise of the arguments which the editor puts for-

ward - at the moment we are concerned with the stages 

in the town's fight to stave off loss of trade and 

commerce, and consequent decline. One of the w2ys in 

l'lhich Grahamstm'ln '<laS trying to meet her proble!'!JS was by 

developing a port at the Kowie. In furthera~ce of the 

scheme for a port at the Iioviie, in 1852 "'The Kowie 

Harbour Improvement Company:' with a capi t&.l of £50,000 

\:as formed. (9 ) For better or worse the people of 

GrahamstoFn were going to push on with their Kowie 

scheme in the hope that it would bolster up the commercial 

future of the town. 

So far the nages of the 11 Journal" have portrayed 

Grahamstown through the eyes of its to\'lnspeople. How­

even in the issue of J c.nuary 24th., 1852, l'le obtain a 

~limpse of the to~TI as seen by its rival Port Elizabeth . 

The "Journal" publishes extracts from an article which 

had appeared in "The Port Eliz abeth Teler;raph." The 

main thewe of thiE ~rticle is that the risin~ town of 

Kowie will undermine and ruin Grahamstovrn. 

"There is no help for the decline of Graham's Town, 
or rather for its losinE a portion of its trade. It 
has always been lookec upon as a mushroom, its 
prosperity has been developed mainly by the military 
expenditure, the boer trade in connection therewith, 
and the Kaffir trade ... " all of which are '' 
evanescent causes; for the Buffalo" (i.e. East London) 
1
' and King Wil:l.iarn 1 s 'l'own have chnnged the military 

tr&.de - the Boers don 1 t make lonp: .journeys now -
every district has its tovm. ''(IO) 

The article goes on to contend tha t Port Elizabeth is 

undermining the mushroom Grahamstown - all of which the 

editor of the "Journal" a ttacks as prop?-ganda designed to 

injure the scheme for the development of the Kowie as a port, 

( 9) Journal: J anv.ary 24th. , 1852 - see prospectus of company. 

( 10) Emphasis mine. 
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and goes to some lengths to refute by arguing tha t the 

Kowie will free Grahamstown of Port Elizabeth, and make 

Grahamstown flourish as a commercial centre. 

A further article on Grahamstown was publ i shed by 

the "Port Elizabeth Telegraph", for in the "Journal" 

for December 25th., 1852, there is another article 

which quotes extracts from the "Telegraph." The latter 

was discussing the rival merits of Uitenhage and Grahams­

town as the capital of the Eastern Province, should 

representative government be given to the Province ~ The 

11 Telegraph11 writes: 

11 Circumstances, which have now almost ceased to 
operate, combined at the moment to create and foster 
trade a round tbis Eastern City" ( 1. e . Grahamstown) 
"but with the advance of the tide of civilisation 
this Border City has been partially over-vrhelmed, 
and the reflux of the wave hardly lays bare a section 
of the once thriving emporium. Other frontier towns 
have drained off, little by little, the supplies 
which once f lowed through t he streets of Graham ' s 
Town; and with the downfall o f her trade , and the 
withdrawal of the Heads of Departments, there has 
been a decline in the healthfu l commercial aspect 
of the place. Visitors who knew her in her prime, 
are forcibly reminded that the glory has departed 
out of her . This decline has been brought about by 
no fault in her commercia l community - no want of 
energy in her working classes. Causes over which 
she had no control have combined t oget her to rob 
her of her dignity and her title of the emporium 
of the Eastern Province, and have cast into the lap 
of other communities the profits which she once drew 
from monopoly. Few but residents in Graham's Town 
will be disposed to deny our view of this subject. 
I t is too notorious to need further comment . .. . 
Causes ... . have conspired to put her without the 
r ange of the gradually increasing circle of trade 
.. . . She is without the pale of the rapidly increasing 
trade flowing towards the North and the East and (ll) 
consequently not in any sense the centre of act i on. 

In a comment on these statements, the editor of the 

"Journal" contended that "every point here set forth 

respecting Grahamstown is misstated , and must necessarily 

be imputed to gross ignorance or something worse. " In 

(ll) Emphasis mine . The "Tele3raph" assert s that the 
town is no longer ecologically dominant in the regi on. 
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addition the editor published a reply by a correspondent 

to the attacks made on the tovrn by the "'l'elegr aph. 11 The 

following are import ant extracts from this reply: 

The art icl e contends that Port Elizabeth owes 

everything to Grahamstown . 

"The wealth she has amassed was scattered liberally 
and lavishly at her feet; she had to but stoop and 
collect it. It was the natural consequence of her 
being the sluicegate to the Eastern Districts. The 
merchants of Graham's Town f ounded her, and gave to 
her a destiny prouder than their own. They toiled, 
grubbed a nd sowed, but lost aJl; she alone reaps 
the e:olden harvest .. . . 11 

However, the article goes on, Grahamstown will turn away 

from Port Eliz~beth to the Kowie - and as a result Port 

Elizabeth will lose forever "the portals of this enormous 

traffic." (i.e. the traffic of Grahamstown.) The article 

continues: 

"Graham' s Town has been her" (i.e . Port Elizabeth's) 
"fat goose, which she has plucked to the skin, down 
and all; but bare as she is, she is content to 
take the Kowie bub;)le in her leaness, and to shake 
off her ungrateful companion; for there is a force 
and energy about her , though at present humbled in 
the dust from war and misfortune, which will raise 
her once more to the proud eminence of Queen of the 
East, and by the aid of the Kov:ie bubble Vlill recover 
her lost posses s ions, and know how to keep them. 11 

The correspondent goes on to say that the tide of commerce 

has turned in favour of Port Elizabeth, not b e cause of any 

predilection of the fro ntier to throw their trade into her 

lap and give her the monopoly of Ea stern Province commerce, 

•• .. . . but so le1y from the misfortunes of the frontier, 
which rendered an approach to Graham's Town imprac­
ticable , and for a time turns the current of her trade 
to Port El izabeth." 

He says tha t when the Kov;ie Harbour is a reality, there 

will be a great artery of commerce through Grahamstown, 

and Port Elizabeth wil l be a backwater. Port Elizabe th 

itself he likens to an adder which is r eady to sting at 

the first chance the bosom which nutured it. 
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These articles are most important, for they reveal 

c l early that Grahamstown was experiencing very serious 

competition, and that Port Elizabeth was the main rival. 

Indeed, vlhen a correspondent of the 11 Journal" in the 

course of an article replying to the attacks of the 

"Telegraph" in effect admits the truth of these attacks, 

and says that Port Elizabeth 11 alone reaps the go lden 

harvest 11 of trade and commercial prosperity, there can 

bG no doubt as to the seriousness of the threat which 

Port Elizabeth was presentin~ to the future of Grahamstown. 

All those statements a re indices of the trends which were 

operating upon Grahams tm·m - these trends were tending to 

strip the town of her earlier wealth, i mpor t a nce and 

power, and to trans fer these to a new regional centre . 

\vhile Grahams town vvas, by this time, a lready losing 

much of her former trade and commerce, and consequently 

much of her former importance and power, we must not 

imagine that it had completely disappeared . The process 

of decl ine and of relative - if not absolute - stagnation, 

ltlas a slow and long-drawn out one, spread out over many decades. 

So it is that we still read, for ins tance , of merchandise 

from the interior being sold in Grahamstown by the traders 

- showing that Grahamstown still retained some of her 

function as gat eway to t he interior. We r ead for example 

of a sale on the Hunicipal Market of 11,000 lbs . of ivor y, 

150 lbs. vrhi te ostr ich feathers , 200 Karosses, and cu r ious 

brought from the interior. ( l 2 ) Aeain, in 1853 there i s 

a very big sale on the Municipal Market of 13 , 200 lbs . of 

ivory, 80 lbs . white ostrich feathers, and 170 Karosses 

( 12) Journal : March 3rd ., 1852. 
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which were brought from the interior by the trader Hume. ( l3) 

The picture is still the same by the end of the 'fifties, 

f or in 1858 there was a sale of 6,250 l bs . ivory, 100 lbs. 

vlhite ostrich feathers, 44 lbs . coloured ostrich feathers, 

44 lbs. black ostrich feathers, 105 Karosses, 10 "tiger" 

(leopard?) skins and 3 lion skins. (l4) On a rather different 

plane, we read in 1853 that Grahamstown was to become the 

future residence of a Lieut. Governor f or the Eastern 

Province, a Judge, a Solicitor-General, and a Deputy­

Surveyor General. (l5) In addition the town was to have 

a branch office for the Regis try of Deeds. ·Agnin:· the 

h6t1f...:yearly balance sheets published in the "Journal" 

in 1858 for the various banks in the Eastern Province 

showed tha t the figures for the Grahamstown banks topped 

those for the Port Elizabeth or Graaff-Reinet banks by 

a total of s everal hundred thousand pounds. (l6 ) The 

town had not yet l ost all. her former pres tige and domination, 

but it was, as has been shown above, in the process of 

doing so, and was fighting to avoid relegation to the 

position of a relative backwater. 

The other side of the picture was, as we have already 

seen above, that Port Elizabeth was rapidly expanding and 

increasing her power in the Eastern Province. During the 

'fifties we read, for instance, that she formed the 

"Commercial Bank of Port Elizabeth" with a capital of 

£100,000 : ( 17) a "Guardian Assurance and Trust Company 11 

also with a captial of £lOO,OOO;(lS) and a 11Standard 

Bank of Port Elizabeth11 with a capital of £250,000 . (l9 ) 

(13) Journal : February 22nd . , 1853 . 
(14) Ibid . : February 6th. , 1858 . 
(15) Cape Front i er Times: December 13th., 1853 . 
(16) Journal: July 13th. , 1858. 
(17) Ibid.: December7th. , 1852 . 
(18) Cape Frontier Times: September 13th., 1853. 
(19) Journal: August 8th. , 1857. 
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Again, we learn that the total value of imports through 

Port Elizabeth for the year endin~ 5th. January, 1853 

was £579,036, while the total value of exports was 

£364,919 - making the total value of goods handled by 

the port the best part of a million pounds in terms 
( 20) 

of the 1850 value of the £. As the major port in 

the Eastern Province, Port Elizabeth therefore must have 

been one of the major towns in the Colony, · and was a 

rival to Table Bay Harbour. On this point , in 1857 

the revenue f rom customs dues a t Port Elizabeth amounted 

to £145,000 iAfhile that for Cape Town was only £103,000; 
(21) 

in 1859 the figures were £133,000 and £115,000 respectively. 

Thus, during these two years at any rate, Port Elizabeth 

had a higher r ev enue from customs dues than did Cape 

Town. In short, the to\Afn was a very serious rival for 

Grahamstown, and was steadily growing in importance and 

power. 

Towards the end of the 1850's we find the first 

references in the 11 Journal 11 to the question of railways 

in the Eastern Province - a question which was to trouble 

the minds of the people of Grahamstown and of the neigh­

bouring towns for the next twenty years or so before it 

was finally settled . Two possible routes from Port 

Elizabeth to the int.erior were consider ed - via Grahams­

town, and via Graaff-Reinet. (22 ) Graharnstown viewed the 

(20) Journal: February 12th. , 1.853 . 

(21) Ibid . : October 16th., 1860, 

( 22 ) Ibid. : Ivlay 12th. , 1857; September 1st . , 1857. 
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prospect of the Graaff-Reinet route with concern, 

considering that such a route would produce the town's 

downfall by draining off her trade. However, a good 

deal of wrangling was still to be involved before the 

issue was finally settled in tha 1870'n 

Finally, the end of the 1850 ' s sees the people 

of Grahamstown p·ersevering in their attempts to develop 

a harbour at the Kowie. In 1~58 there was formed in 

Grahamstown the " :t-owie Harbour, Landin~ and. ''Varehousing 

Company" for the purpose of "Landin[., Shippin?;) Storing, 

and Forwarding Produce and MerchPndise: Pressin~ and 

Packing Wool and Forrage, including the employment of 

a Steam Tug , Hydraulic Presses, and other appliances."( 23 ) 

The capital of this company was to be £15,000 - an 

extremely small sum . 

Summing up the importance of the ' fifties for the 

history of Grahamstown, we find that during the earlier 

part of the decade, several rather sombre and even dismal 

utterances about the future )f the town wer e made in 

the town's newspapers, showing that the town was by now 

definitely facing serious outside competition for the 

position of emporium of the Province, and that Grahamstown's 

dominant position was being endangered by the development 

of towns in other parts of the Province. Of the various 

rival towns, Port Elizabeth threatened Grahamstown's position 

most. 

The citizens of Grahamstown attempted to meet this 

growing competition by striving to develop a port at the 

(23) Journal: July 20th., 1858. 
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Kowie in the hope that this would secure the tottering 

future of the town. Finally, we find towards the latter 

part of the decade that thethorny issue of railway con­

struction and rail routes had made its appearance, and 

there were already signs th~t the people of Grahamstown 

\vere to use the chance of . obtaining a main line through 

the town as another means of trying to counteract the 

waning commercial and shifting ecologic~l importance of 

the town (though this second means of trying to solve the 

town's problems only became really important in the affairs 

of Grahamsto1vn during the 1870's). 

Grahamstown's problem has been stated very clearly: 

we now a lso know the two ways in which the town would 

try to solve it .... The next task is to trace the fortunes 

of these two attempted solutions. 

2. The Decade 1860 - 1870: A Static Period: 

During the 'sixties, the Eastern Province made further 

attempts to obtain railways for the area, and Grahams tow~ 

was to the forefront in attempting to secure a main line 

through the town. It is not proposed here to go into 

a detailed study of the railway issue during this decade. (24) 

It is sufficient to say that during the earlier part of 

the decade nothing came of the various attempts and 

surveys, mainly because of a failure on the par t of the 

Province to secure adequate financial backing for the 

prosposed railway construction programme . During the 

latter part of the decade the who le of the Colony was 
( 25 ) 

experiencing a depression, so for the time being further 

(24) See Appendix D for an outline of developments during 
the 's ixties. 

(25) Journal ~ August 6th., 1866- editorial; September 29th., 
1869. 
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attempts to obtain a railway for the Province were 

shelved. 

~s with the railway , so it was with the Kowie habour 

du.r ing the 1 sixties - no important developments took place. 

Grahamstown was still tryL1g to buiJd up an i mportant port 

which could compete with Port Elizabeth. True, we read 

of ships using the Kowie harbour, (26 ) but the number 

i nvolved was not large enough to materially alter the 

s i tu.a tion from that prevailing during the ' fifties . 

Development, therefore, was stati c during the 1860 ' s . 

3. The 'Seventies - The Closinr Phases of the Stru~gle: 

With the 1870's the static pict ure of ·the 1860 's 

altered abruptly. Up to this time, the competition 

between the various towns in the Eastern Province had 

been, except for occasional outbreaks , rather subdued. 

Now the stru~gle for power , wealth and domination was 

fanned into a fierce flame by the discovery of diamonds . 

By 1870 the rush to the Kimberley diamond fields had 
( 27) 

begun, ~nd wi th it began the scramble for wealth, 

both on the part of individuals and co mmunities as a 

vlhole. The people of Grahamstown once aga in became 

keenly aware of the problem of the future of the town. 

A sub-leader in the ':Journal 11 for 1870 sets the tone of 
. ( 28) 

the attitude of the townspeople: 

"If Grahar:1stown, by virtue of natural advantages 
of site or endoWliJen ts of any kind , could not help 
succeedinr~ , its fortunes might be left to take care 
of themselves, and its citizens mi3ht swear an oath 
and keep it with anequ a l mind in the hollow lotus­
land to live and l ie recl ined, on the hills like 
gods together , careless of the ordinary anxieties 

(27) See e . g . Journal: January 29th., 1868, or July 19th. , 
1869 . 

( 28 ) Journal: August 26 th. , 1870 . 
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of less lucl~y people. But it is no use shutting 
eyes to the fact that Grahav:!stown has to make its 
own fortune, if fortune it is to have. It is not 
a sea-port, through which itlhatever commerce the 
Province has must come and go. It has not at its 
door any mine of raw materials to give i t manufactures. 
The district immediately around it is not rich in 
productive industries friendly to the creation of 
a busy marl{et. Graham8town has to mal{e itself by 
foresight, unity and untiring effort. If it does 
not help ·itself, it is useless to look for help 
elsewhere .... the main thing is for the citizens 
to invoke themselves, and tomg what they them:..:·· 
selves can do, and what they can get their allies 
and friends here and elsewhere to help them to do . 
. .. . as a commerci~l city really dependent on its 
trade, Grahamstown should be anxious to share in 
the traffic . ... ifhiQh the probable Diamond r ush 

may cause. 11 
\
29 J 

\lith the· diamond. rush., the ba:G"tl·? of ·ehe route-8 to -

the diamond fields started, Etnd Graharnstown joined in the 

struggle. Indeed, the town's attempts to obtain a port 

at the Kowie, and the desire to see the tov-m served by 

a main line took on a greater significance than ever 

before; these tv-m is sues bec&.me linked up with the question 

of possible routes from the co~ u t to the fields, and with 

the chance of securing some of the trade and commerce 
( 30) 

that the opening of the fields offered. 

As far as the development of the Kowie was concerned, 

these hopes v-rere given a blow when the proposed government 

loan of £50,000 for development purposes was defeated in 

the Cape Parliament. (3l) In a sub- +eader at this time, 

the ed itor of the "Journal" writes that the Kowie harbour 

pro bably never had had enough money spent on it to make it 

a first class port, and that co:t1sequently capitalists a.nd 

ships were scared off as a result of the t hreat of the 

abandonment of the harbour works, which was forever hanging 

(29) Also see Journal : September 7th., 1870- sub-leader. 

(30 ) Journal: April 7th., 1871 - see speeches made a t a 
Public Jl.ieeting on the topic o f a monthly steam ship 
service to the Kowie. 

(31 ) Journal: J u ly 28th., 1871. 
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over the port. For all her efforts for the Kowie, 

Grahamstown had little to show but her hopes, and that 

was to remain the position, for in 1870 the 'Xowie Harbour 

Improvement Company' was dissolved by the Lt. Governor of 

the Colony. (32 ) This action meant a virtual admission 

of failure on the part of Grahamstown to develop the 

port, and taken together with the refusal of Parliament 

in 1871 to grant a loan for further harbour works (mentioned 

above) signified the end of the possibility of a port at 

the Kowie as a solution for Grahams town' s problems. The 

question of rail routes still remained as a possible 

solution: 

With the annexation of the diamond fields in 1871, (
33

) 

the problem of transport to the fields made the question 

of a decision in the matter of possible rail routes 

absolutely imperative . The Governor of the Colony suggested 

to the Cape Parliament that an impartial survey of the 

various suggested routes to the diamond fields should be 

made, and that only then should the final route to be 
(34) 

taken by the rai1way be chosen. That this enquiry 

was to be 11 impartial" shows that the Governor wati unut~L' 

considerable pressure, and that more thRn engineering 

and financial factors were involved. 

T\-m editorials in the "Journal" at this time are 

revealing, for they illustrate not only the fears of the 

townspeople, but also represent an admission of the true 

state of the e conomic prosperity of the town. The first 

editorial is concerned with proving that the railvm.y from 

(32) Journa l : July 6th., 1870. 

(33) Jou:tmal: November l st., 1871 - pro clamation of annex­
at ion of the diamond fields by the Cape Colony . 

(34) Journal: August 7th., 1871 : Governor's ~Iinute. 
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Port Elizabeth to the interior should pass through 

Gra hams town. The editor con tends that Grahams to vm 

presents a 11 great e;oods and passenger depot 11 and tO-ere­

fore should be on the main line. He goes on: 

11 It must be remembered that the traffic through 
Grahams tovm is as great as ever - that it is indeed 
greater than ever. The trade of the ci ty may have 
fallen off, but that does not affect that question 
of tr~ffic. It is not the merchantile transactions 
of a place t hat suprly a railway, but the demand for 
transport . Granted that less of up-country business 
is done in High-street now, than formerly, - granted 
that nothing like so much wool is brou3ht here as 
in the old palmy days when Grahamstown had merchants, 
- grant.ed tho. t the outlying store keepers do not get 
their supplies from the old city houses, now no more, 
- ~ranted all this, still the wool frorr a score of 
wealthy districts comes down to this city and im­
ported p.oods pass through it to the interior centres 
of distribution as before . Similarly, all who have 
to travel to and from the Bay, and the East and North 
East, pass through Grahamstown. As a reservoir for 
traffic supply, it is unequalled by any place in 
South Africa. It would be an enormous financiJ..l 
blunder in planning the Grea t Trunk Line .... to · 
turn it off sharp at any po int belo\v Grahams town 11 (35) 

Coupled with the statements made a bove about the decline 

in the trading and commercial importance of the town, t he 

following editorial reveals the true position of the town: 

11 Port Elizabeth i s slowly, but surely, taki ng the 
place in politics which, from its size , population, 
and commanding mercantile position it should have 
occupied long a5o . For some time, Grahamstown did 
its duty as the, in that day, largest and most 
prominent town of the East . .. . Throu~h various 
causes, Grahamstown no longer exercises its former 
influence. This is partly to be a ttributed to the 
growth of other towns . · Port Elizabeth especially 
has within the last 12 or 16 year3 , reaped the 
advantages of a seaboard position and it now sur­
passes all Eastern to,.ms in its number of population, 
the magnitud{ g) its trade, ~nd in the powers of its 
wealth ... . 11 3 

Barely thirty years after the zenith of the town, i t is 

admitted . that Grahapstoivn has declined- its trade had 

fallen off, its old mercantile houses were no more, and 

it was no longer the lc.rgest or most prominent town in 

• 
(35) Journal : August 11th. , 1871. 

(36) Ibid. : May 3rd. , 1872. 



124. 

t he Eastern Province. In point of fact, it is admitted 

that what the town had feared all along would happen, 

had actually come to pass. Thus the attempts to secure 

a main railway line through the town were almost in the 

nature of a rearguard action, pursued with an intensity 

of purpose born of dispair. By this date the military 

headquarters had been '\vi thdrawn from Grahams town ( 37 ) 

so that yet another source of importance and domination 

on which the town had once rested had gone . The "Q,ueen 

of the East" was steadily losin3 her old roles, her old 

importance, and the "City of the Saints 11 was already 

taking shape .... 

By the end of 1872, the Cape Colony had been granted 

Responsible Government , and JY!r. Mo lteno became the first 
(38) 

Prime Hinister. The question of railway develop-

ment in the Eastern Province was therefore now in the 

hands of the Molteno Ministry. Unfortunately for Grahams-

town, the Ministry was not in favour of the line going 

tD~ough the town. 1his resulted in several public meetings 

on the railway issue being held in the town, (39 ) and the 

drawing up of a petition to the Cape Parliament, demanding 

that the proposed railway line from Port Elizabeth should 

pass through Grahamstown. (40 ) While it seemed certain 

tha t a line through Grahamsto~~ would be far more expensive 

than a line which by-passed Grahamstown through easier 

country about twenty or thirty miles to the west of the 

town, the townspeople nevertheless demanded that the line 

(37) 

(38) 

(39) 

(40) 

The "Journal" does not mention the exact date when this 
occurred, but the editorial of May 6th., 1872 suggests 
that it must have occurred round about 1870 or so. 

Journal : De cember 9th., 1872 - editorial. 

Ibid.: October 17th., 1873; June 1st., 1874-
see editorials. 

Ibid.: May 11th. , 1874: a copy of the petition is 
published. Also see editorial for June 8th., 1874 -
the editor states this was the biggest petition in 
Grahams tov-rn' s his tory. 
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should pass through Grahamstown. An editorial in the 

''Journal" expresses their viewpo int: ( 4l) 

"We admit that it will be more costly to bring the 
railway to Grahams tov-m than to carry i t more directly 
throu~h Bushman's River Poort: we admit that it will 
take more time to construct it, and that it is possible 
thr.:::.t the permanent cost of \vorking it may be greater ; 
but then we set against all this the total sacrifice 
of the capital that ha s been expended in making 
Grahamstown what she is - a lo ss that the country 
could scarcely bear, in addition to the burdens thJ.t 
the projected raillvay \vill entc:.il . . . . It is not 
necessary ther to sl1ovr a-:1y fur ther that the fate of 
Grahamstovm depends on having the direct main line 
passing within her boundary . . .. The only r eal vital 
ques tion for Grahamstovrn is, shall we be connected 
by rail 1vi th the r es t o f the country in such a manner 
that we may at least, v-rithout excessive cost to the 
rest of the colony, be able to hol~ our own; or shall 
vre be so conn--cted that all ou.c !~J.,(sent trade shall 
be drawn a"l:ray, and our future left vrithout hope'? 
.... Our only chance then is to secure the passage 
of the main trunk 1-l"orthern l ine through t his city ... 11 

Alas for the hopes of the townspeople! - in an editorial 

in t he issue of June 8th., 1874, the editor states that it 

now definitely known that the report of the engineer 

surveying the l ine to t~e interior was against having the 

direct line pass through Grahar:1stown, but instead proposed 

that the town be placed on a branch line joining the main 

line in the Great Fish River Valley. From the engineering 

point of view this was the cheapes t and easies t route. 

Whether the government would a ccept this report, or would 

instead yield to Grahamstown ' s petition to be on the main 

line remained to be seen. 

This chapter b~s shown ~nd continually stressed the 

problem of growing outside competition, and the los s of 

prosperity and power which was facing Grahams town. It 

has shown the two directions in which Grahamstown tried 

to meet this threat - by ~rying to develop a port at the 

(41) Journal: -r-1ay 24th., 1874. 
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Kowie, and secure a main railway line through the town. 

The struggle had gone on for over twenty years, and now 

the final outcome of its all was at hand . We pass on 

without further comment to the next chapter, where this 

outcome is described .... 



127. 

CHAPTER VII. 

THE FAIWRE OF GRAHAMSTO\"/N TO SOLVE ITS PROBLEMS 

PERIOD VII : 1875-6: Fallure and Admission of Defeat: 

I n 1875 , we read in the pages of the "~ournal" that 

Grahamstown was not to have her long cherished wish of a 

main railway line throuEh the town come true, but that 

t he town was instead to be located on ~ branch line some 

thirt y or forty miles off the rr~in line from Port Elizabeth 
( 1 ) 

to the d i amond fields . The editor \'l:citee : -

"It vfill be remembered that when the b1.ttle of the 
routes was fought, it \\'2. 8 contended by Grahamstown 
that the line should be brought through the city. 
This wao declared by Parlif',EJ.ent and Government to 
be impossible. We \vere told that if the physical 
difficulties were all but, the financial difficulties 
were quite, insuperable. ' That is to say', said Mr . 
Scott, (2) ' the cost ~f tl1e con3truction of the main 
line via Grahamstown to Cradock would exceed the cost 
of Construction of the direct J.ine to Cradock by 
£530,000: and that i~ would exceed t he cost of the 
branch line to Gruhams tovi:rl via Hell Poort by £230,000, 
which would suffice for the construction of thirty ... 
eight miles of rail1vay (additional) at S6,000 per 
mile. 1

" 

The editor remarks that all (}rahan,;3 tov<n · s efforts were of 

no avail. The town then consequently turned its attention 

to a Kowie - Grahamstown railway line, but :L"eceived no 

more from the Government than p~om:ses which were never 

fulfilled. 

The battle of the routes was over - and Grahamstown 

had failed in her attempt.s to secure a main line route. 

The town was no longer the gateHay to the interior; 

Port Elizabeth, as the terwinal of the line had become 

the gateway, and Grahamstown was on a branch line, cut 

off from the main stream of the traffic to the interior -

(1) Journal: September 27th., 1875. 

(2) He was the government's railway engineer . 
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gone forever were the days when traff ic to and from the 

interior streamed through the town. With the dying 

wagon traffic, (for the wagons could not compete with 

the railway for very long) the town was, from a transport 

point of view at any rate, in a backwater cut off from 

the main stream. As trade always follows routes of 

communication, the town was more and more with the passing 

of the years to become a commercial backwater - no more 

than a supply centre for tbesurrounding f a rming community. 

Too, as was admitted by the editor of the "Journal" in 

1872,(3) Port Elizabeth had by novT vrell and truly taken 

over the domination of the Eastern Province from Grahams-

town. The town had failed to obtain a port at the Ko,vie, 

so that the two ways in which she had tried to meet her 

problems, and combat out~ide competition, had both come 

to nought. All that now remained by the mid years of 

the ' seventies was for the town to finally admit the 

truth of all this, and recognise its fate .... This final 

admission and recognition is to be found in the pages of 

the "Journal". Our last reference to this paper which 

has figured so prominently as a source in this his torical 

sketch of the town is to be found in the issue of August 

14th., 1876. The editorial is the "Swan Song11 of the 

once 11 Queen of the East. 11 The editor is writing of a 

trade depression in Europe, and of the fact t hat the trade 

in the Colony was being affec ted, and was on the decline . 

Turning to write of Graharr.s town , he says:-

"Some localities vli l l naturally , however, feel it 
less than others, and amon~ these Grahamstown will 
hold a foremos t place. Vfe are far from making a 
boast of our immuni ty, for in proportion as we 
suffer less in times of adversity, so we benefit 
less in times of prosperity, and the r eflection is 

(3 ) See p . 123 above. 
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hardly a pleasant one when we ask what are our 
prospects of trade or of becoming a centre of any 
importance in the future. 

The fact must be acknowledged that the trade 
of Grahamstown is rapidly becoming restricted to 
such articles of personal necessity or luxury as 
we require for the consumption of our inhabitants. 
The butcher and baker, the grocer and ~eneral store­
keeper can live comfortably without having their 
sleep disb1rbed by the reports of European markets. 
Except as a matter of general interest, a fall of 
a penny in wool does not in any way affect us. Vie 
live in a kind of 11 Sleepy Hollow 11

, we have enough 
for our wants and to spure, but the benefit we confer 
on the rest of the 1'forld is simply that of a consumer. 
People would not think to look so at the string 
of wa(5ons in our streets, but in reality they present 
little or nothinc, they are simply passing through 
the town from one outspan to another , and for all , 
the e;ood we derive , except an appearance of business 
in our High- street, they might be away altogether. 

We consume, but we produce nothin~; we take, 
but give nothing to the outside world in return. 
That this will be so still more largely in years 
to come is undeniable; it has been brou8ht about 
by our own act and deed; and the time is come 
that we should recognize the fact ... . There is a 
straight line from Port Elizabeth to Cradock, 
which will take all the produce down from that 
part of the country to the sea, and we have the 
traverse line to East London, which 1'fill drain off 
all the produce from the northwards and the eastward 
in the dir ect ion of that port, so that Grahamstown 
is placed as it were in a cul-de- sac - on a siding, 
at the end of a blind alley which leads nowhere . 
Our branch line connectine; us with the main railway 
to the Bay will serve for the local passenger traffic 
and that is all , but as far as j trade is concerned 
Grahamstown and Port Alfred ar j we are afraid doomed. 11 

The editor wonders if perhaps Graharnstown would not have 

done better to have fought for a lihe from the KOwie 

I through Grahamstown, Fort Beaufort and Queenstown, and 

ensured their trade by that means, rather than to have 

demanded a line from Port Elizabeth 

I 
This was futile 

speculation, and he concludes : 

11What therefore is to be our future? Rejoicing in 
a magnificent climate, and beaJtiful scenery, a 
well built town with churches &nd good schools , 
and to which it would only require a little enter­
prise to add places of popular amusement, Grahamstown 
might become the Saratoga of South Africa, to which 
all, even from distant parts of the Colony, would 
resort, who mi5ht be in search jof either health or 
relaxation . A good and attrac ive holiday resort 
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"is an unquestionable desideratum in this Province, 
and as the prospects of Grahamstown as regards 
contributing to this business of the outside world 
look, to say the least of it, so problematical, 
it might be well if she were at least to attempt 
to contribute to its pleasure." 

And so, at last , the warnines and grim prophetic 

notes about the future of the town which were first heard 

in the town in the 'forties and the ' fifties, had come 

to pass. The fate of the town had been finally sealed 

just over 60 years after the town's foundation. Gone 

forever was the once proud, dominant city of Grahamstown 

- the "Metropolis of the East" was in future to be 

"Sleepy Hollow'' and 11 The City of the Saints. 11 She was 

now abjured, having failed to become a :r-~anchester, to 

become a Bath or Brighton, or if possible, a Blackpool. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

( 1) 
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSES UNDERLYING GRAHAMSTOWN'S DECL!NE 

Now that the stages in the decline of Grahamstown 

have been outlined, it is necessary to pull together all 

the previous material and summarise the causes for this 

relative decline, and account for this loss by the town 

of so many functions, and so much of its domination 

and power: 

In attemptin~ to understand the reasons why Grahams-

town declined~ tt is of vital importance to understand 

the reasons for, and the basis of, the town's early 

prosperity and importance. On pae;es 91-95 above the 

reasons why the tovm became the "Metropo lis" of the 

Eastern Province have been summarised; it is not pro-

posed to repeat these reasons in detail. Basically, 

Grahamstown was founded because it could and did dominate 

the frontier strategically and ecologically. As has 

been said on· pac;e 95, the tm'ln owed nearly everythine; 

to being an outpost of civilisation on the borders of 

the undeveloped interlor- i.e. to the nature of its 

region and its resional setting. Up to 1820 therefore, 

it w:as Tn fact the only town of any importance in the 

Zuurveld. With the coming of the 1820 Settlers, the town 

by virtue of its position and importance as t he head-

quarters in the Zuurveld , attracted many of the settlers, 

and with the increase in its population, the town developed 

(1) Absolutely Grahamstown has groi'rn and developed, if 
not in all aspects, at least in a good many since 1876. 
To-day however, she is relatively a shadow of her 
former self , and has been outstripped by many towns 
in South Africa over which she was once dominant. 
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very rapidly. Too, as the dominant town.in the region, 

it became the natural base camp for the Kaffir trade. 

Thus, the decade 1820-29 put the town in a very advan­

tageous position, and gave it a wonderful start and 

opportunity in terms of development over all the ~her 

towns in the province: no other town benefitted so 

greatly from the 1820 Settlement or the interior trade 

as did Grahamstown. This period in the history of the 

town laid the foundation on which the domination of 

the "Metropolis of the East" was built. Fundamentally, 

as has already been shown on pages 91-95 all this rested 

upon the ecological position of the town in the region -

rested upon the town being an outpost, a centre of develop­

ment in an undeveloped region. Grahamstown, in short, 

basically owed its domination to the nature of the region. 

As the headquarters for the frontier , and as the supply 

centre for tte whole region, and the gatevray to the interior, 

the town had the monopoly of trade and commerce . In fact, 

Grahamstown reigned as an outpost on the frontier - a 

frontier town. 

By the 1840 1 s the Eastern Province was beginning to 

show signs of internal development . As is inevitable, 

sooner or later a frontier region is likely to develop 

into a more developed and settled region. The Eastern 

Province was, in fact, doing just this. This meant that 

the region in which Grahamstown was situated , and over 

which the town dominated , was chane; in3 its ecological 

organisation - the r egion was becoming more and more a 

developing region, and was no longer a frontier region. 

This change in the ecology of the region spelt the doom 

of Grahamstown. Change the ecolor,y of the region, and 

the position of Gra hams town in the region would be altered 
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ecologically, and hence economically, politically, 

culturally, and sociologically. 

With the passage of time, the changing nature of 

the region affected the pos i tion and functions of 

Grahamstown in the following ways:-

1. The change of the region from an undeveloped frontier 

to one in which development and expansion was occurring, 

meant that competition was emergin3 . The development 

and growth of towns in the province meant that 

Grahamstown's monopoly was being threatened. Especially 

Port Elizabeth, which before the 'forties had been 

an undeveloped bay, was beginnin3 to develop - mainly 

in response at first to the great trade of Grahamstown 

- and as the major port for the province, was beginning 

to rival Grahamstown in importance, and as a centre 

of trade. 

2. The expanding area of the region meant that gradually 

the front ier was moving further and further away 

from Grahams town. Thj.s resulted ultimately in the 

removal of the headquarters from the town to a 

position nearer the actual frontier, and the removal 

too of the commissariat. Thus, the gradual change 

of the region robbed the tovm of the very reason for 

its foundation, and by the 1870's, with more or less 

permanent peace in the country, Grahamstown was no 

longer strategically important . With the loss of 

the military , the tovm lost a good deal of her income 

and trade - perhaps to the value of about £150,000 

per annum, (in terms of the 1840 value of the £. ) 

3 . One of the major sources of early Grahamstown's 

importance was the fact that the town was the centre 

of the trade with the interior. Development of 
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the region gradually dried up this trade - for the 

trade, epsentially in ivory, hides and skins, was 
' 

trade characteristic only of an undeveloped region, 

of the wilds. The elephants and ostriches and game 

were gradually killed off, and with the encroachment 

of Europenn civilisation, the Natives were gradually 

deprived of their land and their cattle, so that 

all in all the boominG trade in ivory, f eathers, 

and hides and skins inevitably dried up at its very 

source vTith the slow encroachment of civilisation. 

Too, the development of other towns such as King-

williamstown, Queenstown and East london meant that 

what trade remained did not all flow through Grahams-

town - other competitors in the field drained it off. 

Decentralisation was occurring, and the artic~e from 

the "Port Elizabeth Telegraph11 quoted on page 113 

above, assessed the situation a ccurately . Together 

therefore with the drying up of this trade, and with 

the emergence of other towns that drained off some 

of the trade, Graharns town found that a very i~portant 

source of its erstwhile prosperity and importance was 

vanishing. 

4. The develo·pment of the region also affected the town' s 

position as the 11 Emporium of the East . 11 Grahamstown 

originally was the most developed town in the province, 

and as the gateway to the frontier, had been the suppl y 

centre for the Eastern Province. The development of 

Port Elizabeth at one end, and of independent towns 

at the other end of the supply lines made Grahamstown's 

position as a supply centre redundant. Once towns had 

passed beyond a certain stage of development, they 

were able to act as supply centres for their own small 
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regions, and found it easier to order direct from 

Port Elizabeth (the port of entry into the province) 

rather than from Grehamstown. There was no longer 

one supply centre - Grahamstown - but many decen­

tralised centres such as Cradock, Kingwilliamstown 

and Queenstown, all beins supplied ~ainly from Pert 

Elizabeth, which as the 11 sluice gates 11 of the province 

vras inevitably the new base camp for supply. Thus, 

with development, decentralisation of Grahamstown's 

functions of distribution to smaller towns scattered 

over the province; and centralisation of imports 

and exports, (supply) in Port Elizabeth, (instead o~ 

the previous decentralisation where Grahamstown and 

Port Elizabeth had jointly shared this function, 

with Grahamstown as the point of actual supply , and 

Port Eliz~beth as the point of entry or exit), robbed 

the town of its function of emporium of the province. 

Decentralisation to smaller towns of the function of 

distribvtion, and centralisation of dispatch, supply 

and ordering in Port Elizabeth, doomed Grahamstown's 

commercial prospects . In fact, the development of 

the region inevitably doomed the town, because of the 

redistribution of centralised ?-nd dec.entralised functions 

that it entailed. 

5. Grahamstown had been the eateway to the interior. 

With the development of the road over the Zuurberg 

there was novr a direct route from Port Elizabeth to 

the interior to the north-west. This partly drained 

off trade from Grahamstown. Secondly, the development 

of Port Elizabeth, and the superior ecological location 

of the port to that of Grahamstown, merely an inland 

town, inevitably made Port Elizabeth the gateway to 
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the pr ovince. Thus on the one hand the gat eway to 

the province shifted to Fort Elizabeth with the 

development of the town. On the other hand, the 

development of other towns nearer the frontier created 

many possible gateways to the interior . The monopoly 

of being the gateway to the interior, which Graham~town 

had held "'as due solely to the fact that, the town had 

been an outpost of development in an undeveloped 

region. With development, this function passed to 

towns nearer the frontier - to towns which were out­

posts. In 1812 Grahamstown was on the very outskirts 

of the Colony, and so could not but be a gateway. By 

1870 it was in the hinterland, behind the frontier 

region, and so no longer the gateway. Development 

bringingnew routes of communication, territorial 

expansion of the region, and the growth of towns, 

doomed the position of the town as gateway to the 

interior. 

6. With the loss of trade, Grahamstown inevitably ceased 

to be the financial centre on the frontier. Port 

Elizabeth as the most important commercial centre in 

the Eastern Province, took this role over. Similarly 

the town also lost its political leadership to Port 

Elizabeth. 

7 . With the loss of nearly all her functions except that 

of being an administrative and lec;al centre for Albany, 

and the lesal centre for the Eastern Province (as the 

seat of the Eastern Districts Division of the Supreme 

Court), Grahamstown consequently ceased to be the 

metropolis of the Eastern Province. This role passed 

to Port Elizabeth, which was the ecologically dominant 

town in the developing, wider region, being the supply 
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port for the province. As the terminus of the rail­

way to the interior, it was the focus of most of the 

trade of the province, and attracted industry and 

commerce. The mantle of Grahamstown had fallen on 

Port Elizabeth - and this was inevitable, for once 

the region became developed, the ecological position 

of the latter port was infinitely superior to that 

of Grahamstown, and indeed was superior to the location 

of any other town in the Eastern Province. The 11 Queen 

of the East" was now Port Elizabeth .... 

It is clear that the whole strength and weakness of 

Grahamstown lay in the fact that she was an outpost on 

the fro n tier - lay in her dominant r egional setting in 

an undeveloped region. The 1820's, with the influx of the 

settlers, and the development of trade, developed fully 

the potentialities of Grahamstown as an outpost in an 

undeveloped region. However, from the 'forties onwards, 

further development caused a transition from a frontier 

to a settled, developing region, and as a result the weak­

nesses of the town's position as an outpost became apparent. 

As the region inevitably developed, Grahamstown lost her 

dominant position as an outpost. Other towns were better 

able to fulfill the functions which once she, and only 

s.he, had been in a position to fulfill. It was too true 

that the causes for her power and importance were but 

evanescent - as in the ' fif t ies already the "Port Elizabeth 

Telegraph" had, as we now realise, so truly stated. The 

fact. that the region was a frontier one, could never be 

more than transitory . We must disagree with the editor 

of the "Journal 11 
- the fate of the town was not due to 

any fault of the townspeople - it was, in the words of the 

"Telegraph11 (see page 113 above) due to 11 causes over which 
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she had no control •••. with the advance of the tide of 

civilisation ..• " the town was "overwhelmed .•.. There" 

was "no he lp for the decline of Grahamstown." Change the 

nature and structure of its region, and Grahamstown was 

doomed. 

In the light of the above arguments we may turn to 

examine the two ways that Grahamstown tried to stave 

off her decline. As far as the Kowie was concerned, 

had it ever developed, it would sooner or later have 

cut out Grahamstown as Port Elizabeth did -- whatever the 

editor of the "Journal" may have contended to the cont:-ary. 

For a time the port might have bolstered up the trade 

of the town, but sooner or later with better transport, 

the Kowie would have taken over the functions of supply 

from Grahamstown, so that the last state of Grahamstown 

would have been worse than the first. Secondly, as far 

as the railway line was concerned, it might have helped 

the town at first , but it most certainly could never have 

been more than a partial solution of the town's problems. 

For a while it might have made the town again a supply 

centre and a receiving depot, but sooner or later develop­

ment would have e ither caused lines to radiate out from 

the town, cutting out the town itself as a centre of trade, 

or goods would have been dispatched direct to Port Elizabeth. 

Thus it would be like the pineapple trains which pass 

through the town to-day on their way to canneries or the 

ports for export, but which contribute next to nothing 

to the commerce or prosperity of the town itself. In 

this respect, the tov-mspeople during the mid and later 

years of the 19th. Century were too ·Optimistic; it is 

doubtful if a railway would have done the town much good. 
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The problems facing Grahamstown appeared long before 

the railway issue, and were essentially too fundamental 

to be solved by so superficial a remedy. The whole 

trouble was that the region had changed its nature - and 

Grahamstown, founded as an outpost, was doomed in a more 

developed era. We may echo the words of the 11 Port 

Elizabeth Telegraph11 by saying that there was no remedy 

for the decline of the town. 

We may sum up the whole of the material so far 

presented by stating that it is only in terms of regional 

ecology that we are able to understand the glory of 

Grahamstown, and her subsequent decline. The processes 

affecting both the glory and decline of the town are 

ultimately inextricably bound up with the socio-ecological 

processes which were in operation in the Eastern Province 

from the time of 1812 onwards. This conclusion has possible 

important theoretical implications for studies of other 

South African towns - this point is discussed in the last 

chapter of this thesis. 

In tracing the history of the town, we have found 

that the decline of the town was sooner or later inevitable 

- that the seeds of the town's zenith and glory contained 

the germs of decay and stagnation. Grahamstown, the outpost, 

would in time become Grahamstown, the "Sleepy Hollow 11 
-

the advancing tide of civilisation in the Eastern Province 

would leave the town behind , no longer an outpost and an 

important trading centre, · but a centre of sedate peace . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 ••••••••••• 
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PART C ADAPTION AND READJUSTMENT. 

CHAPTER IX. 

THE ACQUISITION OF NEW AND OOMPENSA~RY FUNCTIONS. 

PERIOD VIII : 1876 - 1957 : "Sleepy Hollow": 

What, then, we might ask with the editor of the 

"Journal", was to be the future of Grahams town? The 

town's trade and prosperity had gone , and nearly all her 

old functions had been taken over by other towns. Grahams­

town was , as the editor said in 1876, a mere consumer, 

a town with virtually no industries. The editor envis­

aged that perhaps the town could become a popular holiday 

resort, a centre of amusement, but even this was not to be. 

Gr ahamstown, once called the '':r-ietropolis and Emporium 

of the East" has to-day become one of the major educational 

centres in the Union of South Africa. As will be shown 

in subsequent sections of this thesis, students come to 

the s ehoo ls, colleges, and unvers i ty of the to wh from 

far and wide, both within and without the borders of the 

Union . The function of education has replaced .that of 

commerce, and learning tr~t of war. 

As was mentioned on page 85 above, even at the height 

of its power , Grahamstown seemed to have a number of 

schools, and early on in the history of the town, education 

was an important function of the town. During the mid 

years of the 19th. Century, when the town was beginning 

to experience dangerous outside competition, the cultural 

institutions of the town were being developed and ·.con­

solidated . It is during the years that the town was 

fighting grimly and consciously to retain its commerce 
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and trade, and its old functions and importance, that 

we see the emergence of schools which now make the town 

known beyond the boundaries of South Africa. The Convent 

was established in 1849; St. Andrew ' s College in 1855; 

the Diocesan School for Girls in 1874; St. Aidan's 

College in 1876; while later in 1883 St. Peter ' s Home, 

out of which grew the Grahamstown Training College and 

the Schoo 1 of Mus~c. was founded; Kings wood College was 

founded in 1894 ; while at the beginning of this century, 

Rhodes University College was founded (in 1904.) Other 

schools and educatio~al institutions which have now 

either ceased to exist, or which were moved to other 

towns, were also in existence during the latter part 
( 1) 

of the 19th . Century . So it was that during the 

years of losing battles, Grahamstown witnessed the 

development o f important educational institutions in 

the town . The function of education gradually emerged 

in the place of dying trade and commerce, till in 1912 

already· Wright, '"'riting a postscript to Sheffield's 

"Story of the ..Jettlement" (2 ) could say of the town one 

hundred years after its foundation: 

''The prosperity of Grahamstown now rests very largely 
upon the succes s of its educational establishments 
which have been brought to a standard of excellence 
which places the city in a position second(~Q none 
among the seats of learning in the Union. 11 

J 

Thus, in educat ion the town was to f ind a compensatory 

function, which would still make Grahamstown important 

beyond the mere confines of the surrounding f arms and 

dorps. 

Grahamstown has had to adapt itself to the life of 

(1) Sheffield: op. cit . , see final section written in 1912 
by Wright. 

(2 ) Ibid. 
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a community serving tho surrounding farmers and smaller 

towns. In this respect, it has retained to a lesser 

extent than formerly the function of being a supply 

centre, an emporium. The town is still the administrative 

centre for Albany - though Albany to-day comprises but 

a part of the area once incl uded i n this district, and 

it is the seat of the Supreme Court for the Eastern Province 

- though hol'l" long it will be before this latter function 

is claimed by Port Elizabeth is doubtful the retention 

by the town of institution.::: ;;ontrol is the result of 

administrat ive lc:u:~ . ~."1be to,·rn t oo is the centre of the 

Church of the Prov ince o f South Africa ' s Diocese of 

Grahamstown - and here too it retains a~ earlier function . 

For the most part, however , all the former functions 

are gone , and Grahamstm'f:n is ~ow lmown almost entirely 

for its educationa l ins titutions - and it is these 

institutions '\vhich probably have saved the town from 

oro mpl ete stagnation and iso l .s. tion. Therefore apart from 

education, the town appears to have acquired virtually 
... 

nG> nel'r functions which are exercised on a 'largo scale, 

but rather has retained mer e fragments of old functions 

instead. As Thomson s ays : 

"Instead of a busy metropo lis teeming with bustling 
crowds, restless transport, towering buildings and 
smoking chimneys ... 11 it is a 11

••• serene and academis 
city. Its many l nstitutions cotmect it with farms, 
villages and tovms throughout Southern Afr ica . Its 
fame as the "City of Saints" extends beyond the 
Seas . 11 

( 3 ) 

Thus, as an education centre, Grahamstown dominates a 

far wider region than she once ever did commercially or 

economically. Perhaps her domination is now less 

(3 ) Thomson: op. cit ., p . 34 . 
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spectacular, less glittering, but it is there neverthe-

less in a different guise. Grahamstown has probably 

been very fortunate, for in education it found a function 

that helped to keep the town alive. All too easily the 

town could have decayed after the loss of its commercial 

importance, but to-day the town is still developing and 

expanding absolutely, if no longer relatively as well. 

The rate of growth has slowed down very much, but the 

tovm is still grm,ring. Whether or not her fate is a 

misfortune or not depends on one's social philosophy -

TCinnies, wi..th his preference for the "gemeinschaft" 

type of community \vould probably have said the town 

is better off than Port Elizabeth with its industries 

and sprawling confusion. In all events, the town has 

successfully managed to preserve, albeit in a different 

form, some of her old domination, and region-wide import• 

ance. Once she gave the frontier safety, and goods and 

services. To-day she has not given the world pleasure 

instead, as the editor of the "Journal" in 1876 hoped 

that she might - but at least she has done the next best 

and given the wor ld learning! 

- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - ---------
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GRAHAMSTOWN TO-DAY 

INTRODUCTION 

The historical background of Grahamstown has been 

traced in Part I of the study. This second part of the 

study deals with Grahamstown to-day. This survey of the 

town to-day is not a full survey of how the town functions 

and exists. Such a study, however temptin~, is of far 

too great a magnitude to be possible for one investigator 

to undertake. Instead, this analysis is concerned with 

a few selected aspects of the European Area and population 

of the town, and the social phenomena relating thereunto. 

The aspects which have been chosen for study are those 

which figure importantly in the life and structure of 

any town. They have bee n studied from a demographic 

and ecological angle, or from what one might term a 

"socio-ecological" angle. 

The limitations of the investigation were those 

imposed by the limitations of t ime and labour, and the 

definition of the field of reference. This latter confines 

us to the European section of the town. While the European, 

Coloured, and Native communities in the town live together 

in symbiotic relations with one another, the European 

community has a sufficiently independent life of its own 

to make an abstract study of it possible . While a good 

deal is known about conditions urevailing i n the Native 

locations in the town, and something is known about the 

Coloured location, pract i ca l ly nothing is known about the 

European population and area of the town, so that the 

necessity for a s t udy exists. The study has been l imited 

to a few of the most s i gnificant aspects of the European 

popu lat ion and the area in which i t lives. 
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GRAHAMSTOWN T 0 - D A Y 

PART A THE TOWN, ITS TOPOGRAPHY, AND ITS REGION 

CHAPTER X. 

NOTES ON THE TOPOGRAPHY AND APPEARANCE OF 'I'HE TOWN, AND 

ITS REGIONAL SETTING . 

(a) Grahamstown and its Di strict: 

Before proceeding to the analysis uf the present-day 

town, it is necessary to attempt to give some brief idea 

of the present town itself and its surroundings . (l) In 

the absence of any comprehensive research into the 

topography of the t own and the geography of the whole 

rogion, (2 ) it is possible to provide only a literary 

description of the setting of the town: 

Grahamstown is a small, predominantly English-

speaking town in the Eastern Prov i nce of the Cape of Good 

Hope . The total population of the town amounts to almost 

twenty-four thousand, of whi ch almost nine thousand are 
( 3) 

Europeans. The town is the capital of the Magisterial 

(1) See espeeially the Photographic Appendix - this will 
give a far ~ore vivid impression of the town itself 
and its environs than any written descr iption can. 

(2) Fairly detailed information aboutthe geological 
eomposition of the town and district is available 
as the result of the r esearch work undertaken by 
the Department of Geology of Rhodes University, but 
this is not relevant for our study. The Geography 
Department of the University only knew of one study 
- a thesis - which investigated the geography of the 
r egion, as no large s cale investigation has been made 
in the area . 

( 3) Special Report No . 200: Bureau of Census and Statistics: 
The Geographical Distribution of the Population, 1951 
Census: Government Printer, Pretoria: p . 17. According 
to this report, the European popul ation of the town 
ranks as thirty-first in size in South Africa . (The 
European population i ncludes a number of students 
whose home towns are outside Grahamstown - see pages 
161 - 163 . 
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District of Albany;( 4 ) and lies on a ridge overlooking 

the sea - the sea can be seen distinctly with the naked 

eye on a clear day if one stands on one of the hills to 

the south of the town. The height of the centre of the 

town (measured at the Cathedral in Church Square) is 

1,776 feet above sea level . The nearest point on the coast 

is 28 miles away. Port Alfred, (referred to before as 

the Kowie), once to have been the port for Grahamstown, 

lies on the coast 37 miles away by road to the south-east 

of the town, and alon5 with other favourite spots such 

as Kleinemond, Kasouga, Kariega, and Kenton-on-Sea, is 

a popular coastal resort for a day 1 s or a weekend 1 s outing 

for the inhabitants of Grahamstown. Port Elizabeth, the 

nearest city and port, is 83 miles by road away to the 

south-west, and is reached by means of an excellent tarred 

National road. (Port Eliz~beth has a popula tion of just 

over 188,000, of which 78,000 odd persons are Europeans. )(5) 

The relative position of Grahamstown geographically can 

be seen from Map No. 5, showing the regional setting of 

the town; the positions of Port Elizabeth , Port Alfred, 

and other nearby to wns can be studied. Diagram No . 5 , 

page 152 below relates the geographical location of the 

town to a wider area, and shows the extent of the present 

district of Albany. 

The town itself lies in a large basin or wide valley 

amid the typical rolling hills of the Eastern Province . 

·rhis bas in is more or less enclosed except for the 

south-eastern corner, which empties into the Belmont 

Valley, and down 1-.rhich the Kowie streams flow - after a 

(4) In this respect Grahamstown retains a function which 
it acquired in 1814 . (See p . 34 above .) The present 
size of Albany has become smaller than it was in 1814, 
when it became the district under the Landdrost at 
Grahams town. 
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rainstorm! A good idea of the contours of the town 

itself can be obtained from Map No, 4 , (a contour map 

of the town). Unfortunately, the map only shows the 

built-up area of the town, but it will be appreciated 

that the town lies in a basin when it is stated that the 

hills to the north, east and west of the town rise to an 

average of 2,100 odd feet, or about 300 feet above the 

level of the centre of the town, and that the hills to 

the south of the town rise to over 2,300 feet, with the 

highest point at Dassie Krantz near the ':Tireless station 

being about 2 ,500 feet above sea level, or between 500 

and 700 :Ceet aoove the ievel of the centre of the to1·m. ( 6 ) 

The area covered by the town has numerous stream beds 

and this fact has definitely influenced the ecology of 

the town - this vdll be dis cussed later in this study . 

Along the ridge of hills forming the south side of 

the basin runs a pine forest, planted by the Municipality, 

and this forest constitutes a prominent and attractive 

feature of the landscape of the town. (7 ) (Once this ridge 

was bare , as the photographs of paintings of the town in 

the early days clearly show. The other slopes of the 

basin are either being steadily built up, or are grass and 

bush covered. It should be noted that part of the eastern 

s l ope is occupied by the Native Location, and that expansion 

is gradually filling up the whole area on that side of 

the town in a broad arc . 

(5) Special Report No . 200 : op. cit ., p. 5 . Walmer is 
included with Port Elizabeth a s the two administrative 
units are one ecolo~ical unit . 

(6) See contour mup prepared by Prof. E.D. Mountain 
(Professor of Geoloey at Rhodes University) in the 
Albany Museum, Grahamstown. 

(7) Photograph No. LXX in the appendix gives some idea 
of the prominence of this forest, (which unfortunately 
was badly da maged by a 5-day fire in September 1955 ,) 
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The countryside surrounding the town is within 

easy reach, and unlike the countryside surrounding all 

metropolitan areas, is completely natural and unspoilt 

(as photographs in the appendix show ~ see especially 

Photographs No. CL'\:X - CXXVI. ) Most parts of the town 

are within a half-an-hour's walk of either the natural 

open spaces , or the pine forest, while 10-15 minutes run 

by car takes one to beauty spots which mi ght easily be 

miles away from any town, instead of nearby to Grahams-

tm.,n. Inhabitants living on the fringes of the town -

such as Westhill or upner Settler's Hill - literally 

have the country on their doorsteps. On the whole, most 

of the country around the town is the hilly bush country 

of the Eastern Province, characteristically dotted with 

aloes in parts . Especially towards the coast, this bush 

is the thick, impenetrable scrub which caused so much 

trouble with the application of the Spoor La,.,s in the days 

of Lord Charles Somerset. Elsewhere, ma inly inland to 

the north of the town, one finds more open grassy flat 

stretches - the more open pasturage of the Zuurveld over 

which the early Kaffir \vars took place. Rainfall in the 

area aver ages about 28 inches a year, with a mean humidity 

of 77%. 'rhe shade temperature a.verages about 50° to 74° 
( 8 ) 

Farenheit. 

The district eurrounding the town is mainly a farming 

one, producing citrus , D.nd especic..lly nearer the coast, 

pineapples. In the mo r e sheltered parts , sub-tropical 

fruits such as pavr- pcnm and bananas are grown, though not 

(8) Grahams town - The Ca pi t a l City o f the Eas t ern Province: 
A Resume of its Commerci~l and Social Amenities: Issued 
by the City Council of Graha rns town. 
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on a large scale. · Cattle do very well in this area, 

and sheep are also farmed , mainly in the more inland 

parts of the district. Market garden produce is also 

grown, but on the whole only to supply loca l needs. 

Industries are practically non-existent, and known mineral 

resources (apart from clay, and to a lesser extent, 

quartzite deposi t s, both found in the Grahams town area ), 

are not important. (9) 

Grahams t ovvn itself is a quiet, sedate little town, 

with wide ma in streets, and an abundance at t rees - the 

town could easily be called a city of trees with its 
( 10) 

forest, and tree-lined streets and gardens. The 

town looks remarkably fr esh and clean -vlith i ts clear 

atmosphere - a big contr as t with the grime and ~moke 

of its me t ropolitan neighbour, Port Elizabeth. (ll) The 

European area of the town~ 12 ) wi th which we are concerned 

in this study , covers about three to three-and- a -half 

square miles, and has about 170 street s and lanes, most 
. (13) of whlch are now tarred . Much of the architecture 

of the business centre of the town i s still the sedate 

and at times rather ornate Victorian s t yle of the last 

century, while some buildings show t he architecture of 

an even ear lier date - all of which is a symptom of the 

rather static natur e of the town's life . (l4) Visitors 

(9) See J . V. L. Rennie : "The Eastern Province as a Geographica l 
Region11

: The South African Geographical Journal : April, 
1945 : pp . 1 - 27 . 

(io). See Photographs No. LXII -LXX i n the append ix. 

(il) Notice the absence of smoke in the views of the town 
shown in Photographs No. LXII - LXX. 

( 12) Map No . 1 delineates this area . 

(4.3) Based on a count made during a survey undert aken by the 
investigator to determine land use in the town. 

(14) Photographs No . LXXX- LXLII particularly illustra te 
the s t yles of archit ecture t o be found in the town. 
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are often heard to remark on the English appearance of 

the town(l5) (a fact which reminds one that the town was 

built largely by the 1820 Settlers and their descendants . ) 

The town is mainly known elsewhere for its schools, 

colleges, Training College, and University, and while 

the commercial men of the town sometimes seem to r esent 

all this emphasis on the educational side of the town's 

life: for the rest, apart from administrative functions, 

the town can hardly claim to be more than a service centre 

for the surround5.ng farming community - just an ordinary 

co~ntry town in fact. (l6) Industries in the town are 

few, o.~1.J apa:c t froul une or two possible exceptions such 

as the Potteries , and the Brick Fields, not important -

never by any stretch of imaeination could the town be 

called an industrial town, but rather l'lould be classified 

as a non-industrial urban area . 

Generally then, in contrast to big cities such as 

Port Elizabeth or Johannesburg, Grahamstown appears to 

( 15) Sometimes the town is considered to be "Scottish" in 
appearance - c.f. H.V. Morton: In Search of South Africa: 
Methuen & Co., Ltd., London, 1948: pp. 155 - 168. 

(16) c.f. Report on the Location of Industry in Great Britain: 
Political and Economic Planning, London, 1939: pp . 158 -
168 discuss the different types of towns and the classi­
fication of these types . Grahamstown is, in terms of 
their classificc:, tion, undoubtedly a school and university 
town, but like most towns it is composite in character. 
(p. 158, ibid.) While the town could also be classified 
as a Cathedral City ( and its administrative functions 
would fit in here), it would be nearer the truth to 
rather say that i ts other main characteristic is that 
of a Country Tovm (even though its population is far 
bigger than that laid down in the report for British 
conditions.) At Christmastide when all the educational 
institutions are closed, the town has the reputation 
of being "dead", so that one realises that apart from 
efu1cation, and possibly t0 a lesser extent, administration, 
the town haR little alse but to serve the surrounding 
farming community. (A fairly detailed analysis of 
the various functions of the town to-day is provided 
below in the remaining sections of this chapter . ) 
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the visitor as a town which still partakes something of 

the leisure of days gone by - days when the pace of the 

ox ruled the hearts and minds of men - a town probably 

like a hundred of others in South Africa, and despite 

all its educational facilities, not so very different 

from small towns scattered far and wide over the wide 

spaces of this land .... just a small town existing in 

the age of metropolitan dominance. 

(b) Grahamstown in its Present Regional Setting: 

The regional setting and relative ecological position 

of any community always play an important part in deter­

mining the nature of the life and structure of the community. 

Indeed, the historical analysis of Grahamstown's development, 

given above in Part I of this thesis, reveals just how 

important thes e fa~tors can be in the life of a community. 

Therefore it is important for us to make some study of 

this question in connection with Grahamstown to-day. (l7) 

In vieW of the absence of any previous research into 

this question, any adequate and full study of the topic 

would entail a n investigation in its own right, with a 

separate field of reference. This clearly cannot be 

undertaken within the limits of the present study. 

Consequently the notes below present no more than the 

broad outlines of the present-day position of the town 

in its region: 

I. External Influences on, and Links with ~rahamstown: 

The spatial setting of Grahamstown in its region is 

shown in Map No. 5 in the altas , while Diagr am No. 5, page 

(17) See A.E. Smailes: The Geography of Towns·: Hutchinson's 
University Library, 1953: Ch. VII for a discussion on 
the regions or "urban fields " of towns. The biblio­
graphy at the end of this study also gives additional 
refer ences to this topic. 
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DIAGRAM No. V. 

GRAHA¥1STOWN IN ITS REGIONAL SETTING 'ffi-DAY. 

(Also · See ~bp No . 5, in the Atlas.) 

\ 
Diagram Va over the page 
shows the road system in 

the :region. 
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DIAGRAM No. Va. 

GRAHAMS'IOWN IN ITS REGIONAL SETTING 'IO-DAY . 

The RoadJSystem in the Region, 1953. 
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152 does the same 1 however relating the town to a wider 

area. Examining Diagram No. 5 it will be seen that Grahams­

town has two cities, both seaports, near to it. One is 

East London, 112 miles away by a tarred National Road to 

the north-east of the town, while the other is Port Eliza­

beth, 83 miles by tarred Nat ional Road to the south-west. ­

From what will be said subsequently, it is evident that 

Grahamstown is situated within the metropolitan region 

of Port Elizabeth, (East London apparently exerts compar­

atively little influence on the town.) This metropolitan 

dominance of Port Elizabeth dates from the 19th. Century, 

as was shown in Part I of this study. This domination is 

thus a perpetuation of a historical phenomenon. The 

present-day domination of Grahamstown by Port Elizabeth 

can be seen in several ways:-

People in Grahamstown obtain daily, except over the 

weekend, copies of the "Eastern Province Herald 11 
- a daily 

paper published in Port Elizabeth~. Over the weekend, they 

obtain copies of the 11 Saturday Evening Post" - a weekend 

paper also published in Port Elizabeth by the ~roprietors 

of the "Herald. 11 Copies of these papers are delivered 

daily to Grahamstown by a special van belonging to the 

proprietors of the papers, and reach the town only a matter 

of a few hours after the publication of the papers. Figures 

about the circulation of the papers in Grahamstown could 

not be obtained from the proprietors , so t hat it is not 

possible to present any statistics. However , guaging 

from the size of the bundles of newspapers delivered to 

the local agent of the "Herald" and "Post 11 in G"rahamstown 

the circulation must amount to several hundred copies of 

each paper. While details about the c~rculation of the 

local newspaper, the "Grocott ' s Daily ~bil" were also 
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refused by the owners, there seems little doubt that the 

11Herald 11 does afford serious competition to the local 

paper, and instances do occur where townspeople sub-

scribe to the Port Elizabeth paper and not the local 

paper. As the local ''Mail'' is only published from Mondays 

to Fridays it is to be expected that Grahamstownians rely· 

on Port Elizab e t n for their weekend paper. It was not 

possible to obtain full details of the circulation of 

East London ne1-rspapers in Grahamstown, but according to 

the figures supplied by one of the two periodical suppliers 

in the town it is not likely that more than a few dozen 

copies of any East Lo:1don paper reach the town - and 

indeed , the circulation of Johannesburg and Cape Town 

papers in the town exceed the East London figure. There-

fore, even thou5h no statistics are available, there is 

no doubt that Grahamstown definitely lies within the 

metropolitan region dominated by the Port Elizabeth papers, 

and this in an index of the fact that Grahamstown lies 

within the metropolitan r~gion of Port Elizabeth and 

not East London. (l8) 

As far as medical services are concerned, apart from 

facilities provided by psychiatrists at the Fort England 

Mental Hospital, Gr~hamstown has no medical specialists 

at the moment. Patients requiring specialist attention are 

sent to Port Elizabeth where all except very specialised 

treatment , such as for instance brain surgery, can be 

given. Whether it is an eye specialist, a skin specialist, 

an ear, nose and throat specialist , etc that is required, 

it is to Port Elizabe th that Grahamstown people go. East 

( I8) The t.:hl\.)CLc v D0hvv l u :f ~o ~_; 1.ul eco log~sts developed the 
method of using newsp a.per c irculation as a criterion 
of metropolitan dominance. See e.g . rl.E. Park: Urban­
isation and Newspaper Circulation" in the Amerccan 
Journal of Sociology: Vo1.35, pp . 60-79 , July 1929. 
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smaller city, (l
9

) has fewer doctors and specialists 

Elizabeth,( 20) and being about forty miles 

further to travel by road than Port Elizabeth, it is 

understandable why Port Elizabeth and not East London 

dominates Grahamstown ..... In short, it is Port Elizabeth 

which provides Grahamstown with metropolitan medical 

services. 

In Part I of this s tudy it has been shown that from 

the middle of the Nineteenth Century onwards, Por~ Elizabeth 

gradually outstr i pped Grahamstown as a commercial centre, 

and eventually became the major commercial centre of the 

Eastern Province. There can be no doubt that the position 

has remained the same during this century, and that 

Port Elizabeth is still the commercial hub of the province. 

This being so, Grahamstown inevitably is still dominated 

commercially by the port . If it is to a large shopping 

centre that people in Grahamstown wish to go, then it i s 

to Port Elizabeth that they go for a day's shopping 

expedition. If it is office equipment, or repairs to 

office equipment, that is required, then it is to agents 

in that city that Grahamstown must turn. It is from 

Port Elizabeth that local garagemen obtain their new 

cars, or spare parts . While the development of communi-

cations has led to the centralisation of many of the 

wholesalers in still bi6ger cities such as Johannesburg 

and Cape Town, nevertheless there are wholsale firms such 

as wholesale/manufacturing chemists, building material 

a nd glass manufacturers and wholesalers, etc. to which 

(19) East London 's total population, including Collondale, 
at the 1951 Census was 91,190 persons, of which d3,946 
were Europeans . (Special Report No . 200: op. cit., p. 5) 
Port Elizabeth's population is given on p. 146 above. 

(20) See Appendix E for comparative details. 
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Grahamstown looks for supplies. These are all indices 

of the fact that Port Elizabeth is the commercial metro~ 

polis dominating Grahamstown's region. 

Communications play a vital role in assisting a city 

to exert its domination, and the fact that Grahamstown 

is well linked with Port Elizabeth by means of the railway 

train and bus services is another index of the fact that 

Port Elizabeth dominates Grahamstown. The town is linked 

with Port Elizabeth nine times a week by buses operating 

to and from Grahamstown. Twice a week an ordinary railway 

bus runs to Port Elizabeth and back; five times a week 

a special luxury bus for Europeans only operates there 

and back; and twice a week the l uxury bus service operating 

from Cape Town to Durban links Port Elizabeth and Grahams-

town. In addition to these services, which are operated 

by the South African Railways, a train leaves Grahamstown 

for Port Elizabeth twice every day, except Sundays, when 

i t only runs once a day; and a train fr~Port · Elizabeth 

enters the town twice a day on weekdays, and once on 

Sundays . (2l) In terms of the road system, Port Elizabeth 

is without any doubt the easiest town or city near Grahams-

town to r each by car, and until recently was the only town 

which could be reached by a road which was tarred the whole 

way. Only when there are landslides in Howiesons's Poort 

near the town, or very rare flooding of the road nearer 

the coast, is this road to Port Elizabeth ever likely to 

be dangerous or impassible to traffic, and when all the 

other roads out of C-r ahams town have been impassible after 

heavy ra ins, this one can still be traversed in comfort 

(21) These train service s alr.:o connect up with trains to 
East London, and the rest of South Africa and the 
Rhodesias. 
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and safety. Excepting the newly completed National Road 

to East London, the rest of the roads which radiate out 

from Grahamstown are not as yet tarred for any great 

distance, and in wet weather can and do deteriorate very 

badly. Thus again, it is towards Port Elizabeth that 

communications, either by road or by bus and train, draw 

Grahamstown. 

Cu1 turally Grahams town is on the ll'fho le independent 

of Port Elizabeth, and probably due to the fact that 

the town has so many colle~es, schools, and its own 

Training College and University (which all engage in 

cultural activities , most of which are nearly always 

open to the gener al public of the town,) Grahamstown 

has a cultural life of its own unaffected by Port Eliza­

beth's influence. However, occasionally Grahamstownians 

go do-vm t o Port Elizabeth for a cricket or rugby test 

match , or to watch some other important inter-provincial 

rna tch, or for the staging of a show such as 11 0klohoma 11 
-

all these are forms of cultural activity which only a 

metropolis such as Port Elizabeth can provide - but these 

ex curs ions are not very frequent, so that for most of 

the time Graharnstown ' s inhabitants find their cultural 

activities fully catered for by the town ' s own facilties 

and amenities . 

For the rest, without making a special and lengthy 

study of the topic, it is not possible to comment further 

on how Port Elizabeth dominates Grahamstown. The few 

notes given above however do indicate quite clearly that 

Grahamstown lies within the metropolitan r ecion of Port 

Elizabeth, and that that city does exercise some influence 

on Grahamstown. Since the time of the Nineteenth Century 
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Port Elizabeth has been the metropolis of the Eastern 

Province, and East London has been the traditional capital 

of the Border region - i.e. the land beyond the Fish 

River. This ecological division of domination is seen 

to still persist at the present time. 

II. The Influence of Grahamstown on its Region: 

We now turn to examine Grahamstown 1 s own influence 

on its surrounding region, and the extent of this region: 

1. The Spatial Layout of the Region Surrounding Grahamstown: 

The location of Grahamstown, and its immediate surround-

ings are shown in Map No. 5 in the atlas. A study of this 

map yields the following facts:-

(a) Apart from Port Elizabeth, (the metropolitan 

centre), and Uitenhage, its satellite, Grahamstown 

is the only town of any noticeable size in the 

area shown on Map No. 5, and so is the only town 

of size in the area south of the Fish River. (22 ) 

(This area was the frontier area during the early 

days of the Nineteenth Century.) 

(b) Examining the distribution of the black dots which 

mark the location of isolated buildings, churches 

(22) Statistics showing the population of the larger towns 
in the area depicted in Map No . 5 and Diagram No. 5 
bear out the fact that apart from Port Elizabeth and 
Uitenhage,its satellite, and of course, East London 
away to the north-east, Grahamstown has the largest 
population of Europeans in the area. Comparative 
figures from the 1951 Census (Special Report No. 200: 
op. cit., passim~) are as follows: 

Port Elizabeth'" 78,670 Europeans 188,892 Total 
East London* · 43,946 do. 91,190 do. 
Uitenhage 14,272 do. 38,724 do. 
Grahamstown 8,680 do. 23,767 do. 
Kin3wi11iamstown 6,397 do. 12,456 do. 
(* includes Walmer; * includes Collondale.) 
Q~eenstown has a slightly larger population than 
Grahamstown, but this town is well in the Border 
region. 
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missions , stores , hotels, post offices and police 
\ 

posts - which mark in fact, small isolated centres 

of habitation - it will be seen that apart from 

the immediate area surrounding Port Elizabeth 

and Uitenhage, the only other zone where the 

black dots are well concentrated is in the area 

surrounding Grahamstown, (mainly to the south 

and east of the to\vn and extending towards the 

coast, stretching roughly from Alexandria up 

as far as Grahamstown itself.) This area is the 

one which was intensively settled by the 1820 

Settlers, and as in the 19th. Century, so to-day 

Grahamstown is the only w~jor town in this area. 

In other words, this map shows that the area 

occupied by the 1820 Settlers is still to-day 

more intensively settled than the rest of the 

Eastern Province north of Port Elizabeth, and 

Gr ahamstown, once the centre of the Settlement, 

is still the centre of this ~rea, and the major 

to \'Tn in the region. In this respect, Grahamstown 

has retained one of its very early functions in 

the area bordering on the Fish River . 

(c) ¥1ap No . 5 shows, by the absence of any other town 

of comparative size in the area immediately south 

of the Fish River, that the area is mainly a farming 

one, fairly intensively settled . This inevitably 

indicates that Grahamstown, as the only town of 

size, must perforce provide services for this 

area - and here again , the town has retained its 

historial function of be ing the service centre 

and emporium for the surrounding farming community 

created by the 1820 Settlement . 
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2. The Road System in the Region: 

Map No . 5 and Diagram No. 5 give the road system 

in the region around Grahamstown. From Grahamstown, the 

roads branch out to all points of the compass, and the 

town is the jurnping~off point for Peddie, Kingwilliamstown, 

East Lbndon and beyond; for Breakfastvlei and the Amatola 

Basin; for Fort Beaufort and Queenstown; for Bed£ord, 

Cradock and the interior to the north. In the region 

nearer Grahamstown, roads branch out to Riebeek East, 

Alicedale, and out to the coast and places like Bathurs t, 

Port Alfred, Kasouga, Kenton-on-Sea, and Alexandria. From 

a communications point of view, Graharnstown is the centre 

of a web of roads r a diating out to the area occupied by 

the 1820 Settlers, and to the Fish River and the interior 

beyond. This road system at a glance stamps Grahamstown 

as a centre for the surrounding areas, and its banks, shops, 

market and stock fair, and doctors, dentists, hospital, 

schools, colleges, and Training Coll ege and University, 

and other cultural amenities draw the farmers and their 

children along these roads to the town itself. In addition 

Grahamstown appears as the gatewa-y to the l and beyond the 

Fish River, and provides an alternative route to the north 

by road to that provided by the road over the Zuurberg pass 

- and here it preserves a function which lingers on from 

the days of the Nineteenth Century . 

3 . Grahamstown ' s Influence Educationally: 

As an educational town, Grahamstown exerts an educat iona l 

influence far beyond the confines of its surrounding district, 

and its well-known schools, colleges, Training College and 

University attract scho lars and students from far and wide . 

The region in this respect is a very large one , and does not 

correspond \vith the one defined by the other face.ts of the 
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town's influence, and so constitu tes a s pecial field of 

Grahamstown's influence. The following table, compiled 

by the investigator from data collected from the educational 

institutions in the town shows the extent to which Grahams-

town draws scholars and students from all over Southern 

Africa. The table is self-explanatory: 

TABLE IV 

DISTRIBUTION BY HO~ffi ADDRESS OF PARENT OF FULL-TIME SCHOLARS 

AND STUDENTS IN GRAHA~iSTOWN, 1952- 3 . 

CAPE PROVINCE: 

TO TAL FOR CTAPE 
PROVINCE 

bRANGE FREE STATE : 
Bloemfonte in 

1 

Rest of 0. F . S. 

TOTAL FOR O. F. S . 

~ATAL: 
Durba n 
Res t o f Nat al 

TO TAL FOR NATAL 
~ _,__ 

I No. 

3. 92 

ll I I 2,875 72 . 27( TOTAL 2 ,875 172 . 27 

l 

I 

24 
61 

85 

22 
39 

61 

0. 61 
1. 53 

2 . 14 

0. 55 
0. 98 

1. 53 
""'::-.-:--· -

O. F.S . 85 2 .14 

TO TAL 85 2 .14 

Na tal 61 I 
I 

l. 53 

TOTAL 61 ! l. 53 
• • • . ... T" _ _, ':"'· 

(Con t inued over page . ) 

I 
I 

I 

' 
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TABLE IV. 

(Continued) 

: No . of i . % ; TO TAL 
' Scholars of . FOR 
j Students , 3, 978 i REGION 

~------------------~-

, 

. ' I No. I 
( ~ 

·TRANSVAAL: · 
' Johannesburg 252 6 . 34 ' Witwaters-: . 

Rest of 'Rand 66 1.66 . rand ' 318 1 8.00 l : . ; l . 

---------------~-------------~-----~----------~---:-------= 
Pretoria 59 . 1.48 :Rest of . 
Rest of Transvaal 69 ; 1 . 73 : Transvaal ; 128 l 3.21 

TOTAL FOR 
TRANSVAAL 

. TOTAL FOR UNION 
[ 01" SOUTH AFRI CA 

;SOUTH WES 'r APH I CA : 

!SOUTHERN RHODESIA: 
i Bulawayo 
· Salisbury 

Rest of Southern 
Rhodesia 

TOTAL FOR SOUTHERK 
RHODESIA 

!NORTHERN RHODESIA : 

!REST OF AFRICA : 
' Southern Africa : 

446 

3,467 

32 

97 
75 

101 

273 

146 

11.21 'IDTAL 

87 .15 · UNION 

0. 80 : 'IDTAL 

2.44: 
1. 88 : Southern 
2 • 54 ! Hhodes ia 

3. 67 j 'IO TAL 

Basutoland 4 0 . 10! 
Bechuanaland 1 0.03: Rest of 
Swaziland 5 O.l2: Southern 

· 446 I 11.21 

. . 
: 32 : : i 0.80 

i 273 i 6. 86 

: 273 l 6.86 

l l46 \ 3 .67 

0.43 
Portugese E. Africa · 7 O.l8i .Africa 

--------------------~--- ----~- -----l----------~---4------
Northern Africa: i 1 ; 

i 

Belgian Congo 7 0 . 17! 
Gold Coast 1 0.03i 
Kenya 8 0. 20! Northern 
Nigeria l 0.03! Africa 33 i 

' 
0.83 

Nyasal and 8 0 . 20 j 
! Tangan.~y~i~k=a--------~----~8~--~0~·~2~0+~----------~--~-----­
! TOTAL FOR RES T 

50 1.26 I OF AFRICA 50 1. 261 TOTAL 
i====================================~~ ... : ==========~===t-====== 
'REST OF WORLD : 

England 4 O. l Oi 
France 1 0.031 Rest of 
Malaya 1 0.03! World 9 0. 23 
Persian Gulf 3 0.071 

·~----~---+-----~----

'ID TAL FOR REST 
OF iVORLD 

!NO ADDRESS GIVEN: 
---.--

GRAND TOTAL 

9 

1 

0. 231 'ID T.'1.L 9 0. 23 

0 .03! TO'l'AL 1 : 0.03 
i 

3 , 978 )_00.00 3 ,978 \100.00) TOTAL 
=====-- - ==~-=~=-··========= ~ :======:============= 
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TABLE IVa. 

SUMMARy ·· oF THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOME ADDRESSES OF SCHOLARS 

AND STUDENTS IN CRAHAMSTOWN 

1252 - 1953 . 
I 

HOME ADDRESS OF No. % 
SCHOLAR/STUDENT 

Cape Province 2 ,875 72.27 
Oran3e Free State 85 2.14 
Natal 61 1.53 
Transvaal I 446 11.21 

'IO TAL FOR UNION 3 . 467 87 .15 

I 
South ~est Africa 

I 
32 0.80 

Southern Rhodesia 273 6.86 
Northern Rhodesia 146 3 . 67 

; 

'l'O'rAL FOR SOUTH WEST 451 I 11.33 AFRICA & THE RHODESIAS 
I 

Res t of Southern Africa 17 0.43 
Northern Africa i 33 0.83 
Rest of the World I 9 0~ 23 

I 

TOTAL FOR RES'r OF AFRICA 
AND REST OF THE WORLD 59 1.49 

NO ADDRESS GIVEN 1 0.03 
-~ -

GRAND TOTAL . 3,978 100.00 

The above tabl es are derived from data collected from 

the registers of all educational institutions in the town 

except the Grahamstown Technical Institute and the ~ohan 

Carinus Art Centre which both take only part-time students/ 

scholars. In all eighteen institutions ranging from a 

nursery school to the University supplied data . The figur es 

are for 1952, except in the instance of the C'onvent Junior 

and High Schools , which are for 1953 . (These two schools 

promised figur es in 1952, but the figures were only obtained 

in 1953. ) The figures for towns inc·lude cases f rom the 

immediate districts of the towns (i.e. instances where the 

postal· address was P.O ., P.O. Box, or P . B. of a town were 

included in the count for the town concerned. ) 
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Examining Table IV it will be seen that 1,642 

scholars and students (or 41.28%) were from Grahamstown 

itself and its surrounding district. The remaining 2,336 

scholars and students (or 58.72%) came from beyond the 

town, and not only from the rest of South Africa, but 

also beyond the borders of the Union as well. This 

illustrates just how far afield the educational influence 

of the town extends. 

Gra ha msto>rn not only influences its region educ·-

ationally through its schools, colleges, Training College 

• and University, but also by means of the provision of 

nature study and science exhibits "~:lhich its Albany- Museum 

Sends Out to Schools. (23 ) c· 19'-6 th Alb Mu olnce ~ e anyr seum, 

Grahams town, has been rupply:lng an increasing number of schools 

with cases of exhibits ranging f rom collections of weeds, 

shells and fossi ls , to stonp implements and small arrimals. 

In 1951, 165 schools in an area ranging from Oudtshoorn 

i .n the south to Franl~lin near the Ha tal border in the 

north, and bounded roughly by a north-south line running 

from Prieska to Knybna were supplied with cases of exhibits. 

On the whole most of the schools concerned are in the 

Eastern Province and Border recions. Of the 165 schools, 

63 were town schools, and 102 were country schools ; 32 

schools were Non-European. This again is an index of how 

far Grahamstown extends its educational influence. 

Summing up, Graharnstown ' s :1.nfluence in the sphere 

of educat ion spreads far beyond the town, reaching from 

Cape Town up into Northern Africa, so that there can be 

no doubt that the town dominates a very extensive region 

from an educational point of view. Within this region, 

the strongest influence is exerted on the Eastern Cape. 

(23) South African ¥1Useums Association Bulletin : Vol. 4, 
No. 5, March 1948:pp. 122- 6: A Rothman: nTvvelve Years 
of Schoo 1 Service at the Albany guseum. 11 
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4. Railway Bus Services Operating from Grahamstown: 

Diagram No. 6 in the at l as gives a diagrammatic 

representa tion of the bus services operating from Grahams-

town. Diagram No. 5, page 152 above, shows the termini 

of these bus services. The two diagrams give an idea 

of the region which Grabamstown dominates from a transport 

point of viev;, (24 ) and show that the town i s the centre of 

a fairly extensive system of bus services which radiate 

out from Grahamstown, and link the region with the railway 

station at Grahamstown. They reveal Grahamstown as a 

service town - in this instance serving the country by 

means of the passenger-l ight goods services provided by 

the S.A.R. buses. Within the same r eg ion uns cheduled 

goods buses operate when and if required, provided a 

c~rtain minimum load is available for transport. Thus, 

citrus is transported from farms to the Bathurst Farmers 

Union's Packing Factory in the town during the citrus 

season. No data about these unscheduled services were 

obtainable from the S. A. R. authorities, as r e cords for 

unscheduled services apart from scheduled services are not 

kept. However, there is no doubt that Grahamstown is an 

important road transportation depot f or quite a wide region, 

(this reg ion is portrayed by Diagram No. 6. ) 

5 . Regional Controls Exercised by Gr ahams town: 

(i) The Seat of the Supreme Court·: 

Grahams town is the seat of the Eastern Districts Division 

of the Supreme Court of South Africa. The r egion in this 

instance i s a very l arge one, and str e tches from Humansdorp 

(24) The t echnique of u sing bus services to demarcate r egions 
domina t ed by towns vms deve l oped by Gr een : c .f. F . H.VV. 
Green: "Urban Hinter lands in England and Wales : An 
Analysis of Bus Services" : G~o .;1:raphical Journal : Vo 1. 
116 , 1950 . 
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and Jansenville in the south to the border of Natal in 

the north, and from the coast in the east to Hanover and 

:£1-'lurra.ysburg in the west. The full lis t of districts, a s 

supplied by the Registrar of the Court, is as follows :-

TOWNS AND DISTRICTS UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE EASTERN 

DISTRICTS lOCAL DIVISION OF THE SUPREME COURT OF' SOUTH AFRICA. 

Where a name is given in brackets after the name of the 
town, it indicates the V~gisterial District in which the 
town is situated. This is done only in cases where confusion 
as to the district concerned might arise. 

Aberdeen 
Adelaide 
Alexandria 
Alice (Victoria East) 
Aliwal North 
Alicedale 
Barkly East 
Bathurst 
Biz ana 
Burghersdorp (Albert) 
Bedford 
Buttervmrth 
Cala 
Cathcart 
Clumber (Albany) 
Cofimvaba 
Commadagga 
Colesberg 
Cradock 
Dordre cht 
East london 
Elliott 
Elliottdale 
Engco"ta 
Flagstaff 
Fort Beaufort 
Grahamstown 
Glen Grey 
Gra<?-ff-Reinet 

Hanover 
Hambur3 
Herschel 
Hofmeyer (Maraisburg) 
Humansdorp 
Iduty1·1a 
Indwe 
Jansenville 
Keiskama Hoek 
Kentani 
Kokstad (Mt. Currie) 
Kei. Road 
Kingwilliamstown 
Kom3ha 
Lady Frere 
Lady G!ley 
Libode 
Lovedale 
Lusikis iki 
Mac lear 
f'[atatiele 
Middeldr i f t 
Middleburg 
Molteno 
Mount Ayliff 
Mount Fletcher 
Mount Frere 
Murraysburg 
Mqanduli 

New Bethesda 
Nqamakwe 
Rhodes (Barkley 
Ri~beek East lEas~ 
Pears ton 
Peddie 
Port Elizabeth 
Port Alfred 
Port St. Johns 
Queens town 
Qt.... ·1bU 
Salem 
Seymour (Stocken­
Sidbury /stroom) 
Sterkstroom 
Steynsburg 
Some:r·set East 
Stutterheim 
Tabankulu 
Tarkastad (Tarka) 
Tsolo 
Tsomo 
Uitenhage 
Umtata 
Umzimkulu 
Venters tad 
\'T illowvale 
Whittlesea 

(Steytlervillo is included for criminal but not civil cases.) 

In being the seat of the Supreme Court for the Eastern 

Districts, Grahams town is retaining a function which it 

acquired during the 19th. Century, and in terms of this 

function dominates a wide area . 

(ii) C~pital of the Magisterial District of Albany: 

Grahamstown is the seat of the magistracy for the 

district of Albany, and in this respect the town also 
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retains a historical function , although the present-day 

area of Albany has been reduced from the size ·it once was, 

in order to make it more manageable in size. Diagram No. 

5 shows the present-day extent of Albany. 

(iii) Social Welfare and Labour Office rrentre: 

Grahamstown is the headquarters for a l a rge area 

served by the Grahamstown offices of the Social Welfare 

Department, and the Labour Inspector of the Department 

of Labour. This areo. is s ho1vn in Diagram No. 5, and 

consists of the followin3 magisterial districts : Albany, 

Alexandria, Bathurst, Peddie, Victoria East, Stockenstroom, 

Fort Beaufort·, Adelaide, Bedford, and Somerset East. The 

main towns in these districts are Grahamstown, Alexandria, 

Bathurst, Port Alfred, Peddie, Alice, Seymour, Fort Beaufort , 

Adelaide, Bedford, Somerset,East, Alicedale, and Riebeek 

East. This func tion is a modern one, and datea from the 

time of the deveiopment of social services in South Africa. 

(iv) Diocesan Headquarters: 

Grahamstown is the centre of the Diocese of Grahams­

town of the Church of the Province of South Africa; this 

function dates from the mid 19th. Century, (although to-day 

the size of the diocese has been reduced to make it a more 

manageable size.) The area covered by the diocese is bounded 

by the magis t erial districts of Humansdorp , Uitenhage, 

Somerset East , Pearston , Gradock, Middelburg , Colesburg, 

east along the Orange River to Barkley East , Indwe, Lady 

Frere, ~ueensto11n, Cathcart, Stutterheim, and Komgha on the 

coast . This means that the diocese extends from Humansdorp 

in the south a long the coast to Komgha , then up north-west 

to Barkley East to the Orange River , and then from Colesburg 

in a rough line south to Humansdorp , This diocese thus 

is a large one, and i s another aspect of the town's r eg ional 
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dominance. 

6. General Notes: 

Grahamstown is the regional centre of the South 

Af rican Broadcasting Corporation, and serves t he Eastern 

Prov i nce , Border and Transkei areas. Most of the pr ogrammes 

relayed are from Johannesburg , so i n itself Grahamstown 

does not i nfluence the culture of the area through radio 

pr ogrammes. Grahamstown is also important as one of the 

major control points in the S . A.B . C.' s national network 

of landlines , and is responsible for feeding programmes 

from all over South Africa. into the corr-ect channels. 

Thus , from a br oadcc.cting point of vievr, it plays an 

important technical role in the nationa l network of the 

S.A.B.C. 

Grahamstown h2.s a provincial hospi taJ ( known as 

Settlers' Hospital) and so serves the surrounding district 

wi th medice.l and ho spi talisa tion services. Other towns 

with hospitals 2.re Kint:williams town, Fort Beaufort, Bedford, 

and t o the south, Port Elizabeth. Grahamstown serves the 

area '\olrithin the rough circle formed by these other towns . 

Its sub- region probably extends as far as the Fish River 

to the north , and somewhere near Alexandria in the south. 

The ambulance service operated by the Grahamstown Munici­

pality sorves only the magisterial district of Albany, and 

it is only with special permission the:.t the ambulance goes 

beyond this area - as it occasionally does - to towns such 

as Bathurs t and Port Alfred. Thus, in so far as the 

hospital's emergency cases received by ~mbulance are 

concerned, Albany i s the r egion served . 

The town a l so possesses a Chronic Sick Hospital, 

(known as the Prince Alfred Hospital). This hospital is 



under the Cape Provincial Administration, and is one of 

three of its kind in the Union. Consequently the region 

it serves is a large one, but on. the whole most of the 

cases come from the Eastern Province and Border regions . 

In addition to this institution , Grahamstown a lso possesses 

a mental hospital, called the Fort England Menta l Hospital. 

This hospital also serves an a r ea wider than the immediate 

district around the town, thouch naturally most of the 

patients come from the Eastern Province . . .. As far as 

doctors in the town E.re concerned, it was not possible 

to obtain an idea of the distribution of the addresses of 

patients treeted , but it is likely that only the immediate 

area around the town i.s served, and the. t consequently 

Albany is the region involved. 

Due to the resistances engendered by a competitive 

economy , it was not possible to obtain any details about 

~sub-region dominated and served by Grahamstown's economic 

activities . The impression eained from living in the town 

is a definite one that Grahamstown is c. shopping and service 

centre for the districts of Albany and Bathurst, and to a 

lesser extent Al exandria . It is suggested that with its 

l arger s hops, and bett er facilities for services, Grahamsto\'rn 

is the regional centre for the area previously defined as 

the area of the 1820 Settlement . (See page 159 above .) 

Both a perusal of the list of out-of-town subscribers to 

the Grahamstown Library, and a study of the count o f car 

number plates taken during a stockfair in the town (Grahams~ 

town is one of the few to,"lns in the Union tho. t still holds 

a monthly stock fair) bear this impression out . Perhaps 

about two -thirds of the country visitors into Grahamstown 

com e f rom the d istrict of Albany, e.nd about one-fifth from 

the Bat hurst district, and the remainder fro m Alexandria . 
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While i t was not possible to obtain permission to 

analys e t he circulat i on of t he t own ' s local paper , 

11 Gr ocott ' s Daily 1-iail", it is known that t his paper is 

s ent t o subscribers outside the town, but it is impossible 

t o s ay how wide t he r eg i on is that i s affected. A study 

of advertisements appear ing in the paper reveals that 

out-of- town advertisements are nearly always from Bathurst 

and Port Alfred, suggesting that these two districts are 

the only districts apart f r om Albany v.rhich o.re affected 

to any extent by this newspaper. 

III . Conclusions: 

1 . Gr ahamstown is undoubtedly within the . metropolitan 

region of Port Eli?,abeth, and is under the ec . l_ce:ical 

domination of that city. This fact is a continuation of 

the position as it was at the end of the 19th. Centu~y . 

2 . In terms of communications, Grahamsto'•m is Hell-linked 

with Port Elizabeth and the rest of South Africa. Despite 

t he fact that is is on a railway branch llne, it has TI1C..nagGd 

to keep contact with the outside world, and is not isolated. 

3 . Within its own region, Gro.hamstown still exe.;.'"'cisN. 

a number of functions which it possessed durin~ the 19th. 

Century . On the administrative plane it still do@inatos 

a wide re£ion, while on the educational plane its influence 

reaches well beyond the borders of the Union of South 

Africa , On these two planes, th0 town cannot bG vie,·red 

as a rur~l bach~o.ter. 

4. During the 19th. Century the major facet of the domination 

of the town was undoubtedly commercial. Of this function 

v ery little remains to -day , and it would seem t ha t the 

town is purely a service centre for the surrounding farming 
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area. The extent of the region which Grahamstown ser ves 

as a service and supply town varies with the function 

that one examines . It is probably true to say that the 

modal region defined by these service functions corres ­

ponds approximately with the area settled by thel82o · 

Settlers - that Grahams town is still the c·entre of what 

was once the 11 Settlement. 11 For these functions, the Fish 

River is probab1y still , as in the pr.st, the northern 

boundary of Grahamstown' s service re:-.ion. The distr icts 

of Albany, Bathurst , and to a lesser extent, Alexandria, 

would form the outline of this rec;ion . 

5. From the foregoing comments, it would appear that 

Graharnstown, while in comparison with the days of its 

glory in the 19th. Century is to-dc.y a relative backwater, 

nevertheless is in terms of the functions it still exercises 

and the regions it serves, not as isolated or as much a 

backwater as might at first be supposed. A surprising 

proportion of the domination it once wielded still survives 

in one form or another. The town certainly does not appear 

isolated, and if it appears to the spectator - to use the 

words of the editor of the "Journal" in 1876, a "Sleepy 

Honow" it is certainly not dead ! Beneath the sedate surface 

of the "City of the Saints" there is still some of the 

importance and domination once wie lded in d~ys gone by, 

and despite the rather static nature of th3 tom1' s life, 

it yet plays an important part in the world of to-day 

round about it - a small town that po.rhap ...; has been rather 

lucky to salvage so much of its importance from the 

wreck of its past glories .... 
Graharnstown is to-day the centre o~_a wide variety of 

regional services of an "ad hoc" type~ each function 

having its appropriate area , limited or extensive , and the 
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constant focal point is the city itself: Functionally 

regarded it still plays a large p~rt in the adminis tration 

of a large area, and has held its own in some fields, 

notably legal and educat ional, ag~inst Port Elizabeth 

a nd East London, which in other fields have absorbed some 

of her earlier functions. There is , however, pressure 

to remove tllese functions to Port Elizabeth - there is 

constant demand for the University to be divided so that 

one section functions at Port Elizabeth : East London has 

also made similar dernc\nds. It is possible, that in the 

next dece.de that these dem'lnds will not be disregarded. 

Again, the pressures to reQove the seat of tho Eastern 

Districts Local Division of the Supreme Court to Port 

Elizabeth are insistent, but the Graharnstown lawyers are 

a pov-Terful interest who ca.~.1 c.lways be cs lcti.l.:'..tLd to state 

a good case a~ainst thoF Port Elizabeth brethren in the 

Side Bars . Be this as it may , we still have a paradox: 

Grahc.rnstown, the small 11 Sleepy Hollo\'1 11 with its old-

fashioned buildings in the main st.re2t, yet serves areas 

and dominates roglons far beyond the town - and yet retains 

its air of being a quiet country tovn. \vhether the town 

will ever flourish again on the rela tive scale tha t it once 

experienced seems unlikely in the foreseeable future , but it 

is possible that if changes in the socio- ecological structure 

o f the re3ion ever occur, they may once again affec t the 

tovm favourably . . • . It is evident tlm t the present 

regional setting and functions of Grahamstown are intimately 

related to historical changes that have occurred in the 

structure a nd composition of the rvsion around the town, 

and provide a norm against \vhich other small tovms in the 

Union can be compared . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 

• • 
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