Visible Wars and Invisible Women:'
Intermgaﬁnanmen's Roles During
Wartime in Goretti Kyomuhendo's Waiting:
A Novel of Uganda at War'
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The public and provate workds are ms@:ﬂlly comnected [...]
thir tyrannses. and serviliies of one e traumas of the ather.
It 15 naovw apparent that the f one are the traumas of
the other A
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Goreth Kyomuhendo's Faiimg: 4 Nove of Dposdos of Wor explores the
atrocutees that nu'dl:na% le expenence dunng wartime by placing emphasis
an the private suf@ine and homiliatson infloed on women mthe domestic

space of the is ariscle arpues that even if women do oot actively festun:
o e hat rh.lnd. they are sull madvertently drawn mio the war, whach has an
adverse it om their bves. Kyomuhendo draws oo the expemences of

differemt Yemale chamcters o problematize the mherently ambiguous symbolic
image of the mother, and shows that the siolence performed on wiomen”s bodses
15 a result of the interplry between two hegemomc foroes, patrianchal astharity
and state power. This arscle addresses the following questions how does
Kyomubenda®s Waiting reflact on the lived experiences of the indrvidual, the
family umit and the community dunng tmmes of conflct? Asa femalde writer, how
does she pepresent the experence of violemce and the dssntegmation of the
home? Does thes memative reveal bow and why women comstruct new forms of
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