Xenophobia, sovereign power and the limits of citizenship
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Abstract ]

N
African foreigners in South Africa have frequently been the targ{aﬁ\%f violent and discriminatory practices,
which occur in the enabling context of negative discourses ;\@\Eeming African foreigners that circulate in
various spheres of public life. This study Is interested insaé particular field of interaction between African
foreigners and the South African state, namely the (ﬂic health sector. Discriminatory and, sometimes,
violent practices towards African foreigners on t@ﬁﬁ)art of South African citizens are widely documented.
Less discussed are the ways in which these %%ctices of violence and discrimination are in fact state
practices. We show this with reference te)(ﬁ%e treatment of African foreigners in the public health sector.
We refer to this prejudicial treatmen@?health—care Xenophobia which is made possible by a wider set of

discourses related to citizenship artd the rights accruing to citizens which suggest the ‘non-rights’ of the
non-citizen.
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