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On Their Own: Women, Urbanization, and the Right to the l;dgr?n South

Africa, by Allison Goebel, Montreal, McGill-Queen's MIMI%QEEES. 2015, 356
PP, 53295 |paperback), 15BN 978-0-7735-4590-8 62\
\

Allisom Gosbel's boak gives much-needed aftertion to the = nces of wormen in South
African cities. 'While there is plenty of litemature on the Qa expenence in South Africa,

such liberature does not often give much attention der. Goebel's book draws on
the expenences of poorer wamen Ining in in township areas in the Msunduzi
Municipality in KeaZuh-Natal. Goebel has futted extensive fieldwork in the area
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Thee book begins with a chapter widirig' historical background om whanization in
South Africa with a focus on the proceises which governed such urbanization.
While most of this chapter little mew to those familiar with Ferature on urban-
ization in South Africa, it iz piul introduction to the liberature for those bess familiar,
and the last part of the @pbﬂ,wh':h introduces the case study ares_ includies details
unavailable elsewhep

Following this gg wr rich chapters which draw on a decade of Goebel's fisldwork in
the Msunduri . Each of these chapters has a slightly different thematic focus, but
they all coni@ detailed discussions of the lives of the women interviewed, allowing
the become better acquainted wath vanious aspects of the everpday lives of
poar, n South African women. The text is scoomipanied by black and white photo-
g and boxed sections providing profiles of some of the women interviewed for the
research. These photographs and profiles enrich the accompanying discussion by giving
the reader a good overall sense of these women's fves.

Thee book closes with two chapters which move away from a particular focus on the
Msundus region and engage with broader issues in the literature on urbanization i
South Africa, such as race, profest and the “right to the oty These chapters draw
mare on contemporany scsdemic debates in the litersture than on Goebel's fisldwark.

‘Goebel does not make any ground-shifting claims in this book, but does raise some
tentative conclusions which are worthy of serious consideration and further ressanch.
She suggests that scholarly work on the right to the city in Scuth Africa could be
enriched by dioser consideration of the differences betwesn the way in which men
and women inhabit the oty. Her research in Msunduzi highlights some differences
which may also be present eliewhere in South Africa. For esamiple, while households





