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ABSTRACT Sowth Africans teday live nor only with the mry af the el
imjusrices of the pasy, b also with present infisttees 1f Fe o consequence of
thar past. Hew should white South Africons Hve lrese prrst and presen

imjustices” On recognitin of e racial r'nju:'{ntQ: of the poast and of the
conrtinuation of forms of white privilege I'ml'u'u\' velvement in orgeiny -
racist struggles seems o be an approgeion, v for wiite Sourk Africans To
respond fo st amd present infustices. Hy uﬁ:r. semme disciessions of the way in
which white privilege operates  and (IN perpetuated i posi-segregationisy
societies suggest the meed for cou th regard lo while involvement o ani-
racist striggles, argwing i soned M the ways in which white people tvolve
thenvelves tn apparently att-geMr work actually resilt tn the perpeluation
rather than the eroxion of privilege. This article exploves concerms abodir
the  intractabiliey of 1|'.Fr% rivilege while alie wihimarely  defending  the

apprropriateness of whi semtend tn anli-racis! stegples.
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“... i yoi while Soath Afrcan, vou may realise the many times you recognised and
acknow that you were complicit, willingly or by default, in social, economic and pol-
itical ﬁm:l.'h:!n in the past that resulted in the exireme pain and sufferng of others You
f) recognised that abhoaoph thai pesi wes unsustninabdes, vou have not entirely shoken
hold that its emaotional and material benefits once had oo vow This is 2 most disores-

myg realisation. How then do you tunslste your distress inio comective hehavioar?
I Bdebele, N

Introduction

Racial justice and racial equality have not yet been achieved in South Africa, nor
indeed i the many other parts of the world which had ar some time some form of
explicitly segreganonist white supremacist order. As Lucius Outlaw puts i, with
reference o the United States, white supremacy may no longer be the ‘reigning
public philosoply®, but the ‘inertial racism of white predominance’ continues
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