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Do way in which some wiviie Sonih Africess are seeking o themselves is
throegh describisg themselves as African. However, claims [N Soutts Alricen
that they oo sre Afncoss have been mei wah mived from black South
Adricans. In this smicle 1 nse cosgributions 1o an onling ersity studems” fonem o
explore ways in which some white South Afnicans m Alricen identity

and o consider ways im which some black Sou ans are Tesponding o while
Sputh Africans’ shifting wdentities. | use 1o this forum os o staming poind

80 think st the possibilities and linnssions €ga the embracing of an Adrican identisy
bas dor the development of what Franke calls “anti-mcis fonos of whieness'
amoag while Scath Africess
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Introduction S
(e of the many di ing features of apartheid was the way in which while South
Africans insisted belonged on the soathern tip of the African continent, but at the

same time ms) that they were differemt from and superior o other inhabiiznis of the
same land.! apartheid wound down, some commentators pointed ot that the end of
apanteid &ant that while South Africans would bave bt rethink how they 6t into the
broader South African o ity. Njabulo Ndebele ialks about the need for white South
Africans 1o develop a “new sense of cultural rootedmess” (2000, p. 52) commenting that

the gaest For o sew whise humasity wall n 8 emerge from o volmary gement by
M‘F{-I.I.I.EJ'II m the cultore of u.h:l'm:u tieir mr?:.nk.mg. with e ﬁm maral
imspllicaticas of being siiumed ot the imeriace between inhesised, problematic privilege, on the
one band snd, on the other, the bldnding sienility ai the centre of the “hean of whileness'.
{Ndehele 200H), pp. 46-4T)

Midebele sugpests that if white South Africans are 1o find o begitd way of belonging in
South Africa, they will have 1o engage critecally with their whiteness.

One way in which white South Africams are redefining themsebves is by desoribing
themselves as African {see for example Du Preex 2005, Kemp Spies 2007, Moaris 2005,
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