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Abstract el
Recent discussions in South Africa abour the role of the: so-caled patriogic sie highiight e much
dahamed guestion of what role aline Africans cin @ ought o play s the of the poor. Those

supportieg the noton of o parrote bourgesisic befieve thar national ar idaricy i suficient oo allow
privileged Adricars Lo @00 in T inoerescs of thesr posorer el low o &nﬂw,zrmnummnfm
clder discumsion of Adrican aluzhood, char of Amikar Cabral somaerhing More may be needed
bihuimcan:uhhiumdmpnur.ﬁhdmm Feboid 10 rencunee their priviegs
wred 1 live and scruggle alongside the poor  pro-poce socl formacian is w be achieved While

Cabral may be right that shared macial or racional kencity is ent for elive solidasicy wich the poor, e
does not consider all e complisities chat arise when ecrually oy o work with and for the poor &
consideration of te experiences af a bong-smnding MGO reveal some of these com plexities and
suggest thar any arresnpt by Adrican elives o engupe By in e pdlifement of che poar, will inevicably

Involve contnucas and dificelt negotaton binQ\/mp:urmlﬂ'n and naive egalicriansm
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Introduction %o.)
Omne of the most de ics in cument South Africin polstics is the fopic of biack economic

empowerment (BEK(id, as part of this fopic, the mole of the so-called black or patriotic bourgeai-
sie. While this hﬂ links up o a whole number of important issues particular 1o the Sowih
African si my interest is in an asped of the debate which relates to a question of more gen-
eral amd b relevance to the African continent ax a whole. That aspect = the quesison of what
role relatively privileged Africans — African elites, if you like — ought 1o play in the uplifiment of
the poor. While African countries are generally considensd o be poor, most bave some kind of a
relstrvely wealthy clfie and tbe role of this elite seems to be a very controversial one. Indeed, &t i=
difficult to think of a calegory of people who are more maligned and vet from whom more is
expected than African elites. On the one hand, academic discourse, the media and African literstore
present us with coumiless images of the cormupt or pathologically seif-imerested elite member whos
wses his, or occastorally her, position of privilege for no other purpose than seli-agerandiscment
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