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How journalists repart race and racism was at the centre B South
African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC) Inguiry intp@atism in the
media. A critical analysis of the conceprual assumpti the Inguiry’s
Final Report, however, reveals serfous limitations J'e&he enterprise. In
particular the Jawed conceptoalisalions, plus i ralised character
of the findings are of litthe heip in assisting the p@Mentum of eradicating
racism in South African media, and for lighQg race transformation to
issues of class, gender, sexual ur.l'mtaﬁa.@nfi xenophobia. This articls
identifias the prahlems as race essenti@lism and a redativism about what
constitutes racism. I argues Ins!%ﬁ/arju:rrnaﬁsl‘s need the concept
off Faciadisation in onder to change (Reir reporting. The angument uptuods
the desired role of the South @iﬁan media as one thal contributes lo a
nan-racial, as opposed E?z%/ Iti-racial, society.

Intreduction: m@?. Process and Product

“The boundary weaning of the concept of racism is the site of theoretical
struggle” (Wi 9493, p.7)

This agfole is written with the explicit acknowledgement that it cannot
be “ra " in its authoring. The writer grew up s a ‘white” South African
un Qanheid. and although he was later jailed jor fighting the system, he
would not presume to be free of all aspects of a racist mentality - many of
which are deep-seated and not always easy to recognise. [Lis an ongoing
proces of leaming and unleaming. As made clear in his submission (o the
Hurman Rights Commission Hearings in Johannesburg during 2000, one
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