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As one contempla t e s the weel~ s , st r etching into months , of 

demonstrations, rioting, looting, orson and carnage , that have 

Bpread to every major c~ntre in South Africa in t he aftermath of 

th~ Afrikaans-in-schools issue that erupted in Soweto in June 1976, 

one is filled with great sadness, and a sense of deja vu. The 

proximata cause of the whole affair wa n the issue as to whether 

certain subjects in th~ Black high schools of the So~eto complex 

should be taught in Afrika.!ln s . The teachers, the p£<rents, the 

Sc'hool Boards and th~ pupil o th~msel ves were adamantly a . .ga.inst it. 

I n ~pit~ o~ r epeated warnings in tha plainest terms of the rent-up 

emotions and frustra tiona tha t \-;ere bu,ilding up 1 the authorities 

persiste d in an attitude that can only be desaibed as mulish ~yopia. 

Eventually they had to make the conce~sion under duress, the very 

~ituation they were intent on avoiding at all costs. Their 

~ttitude wes all th9 more remarkable in vi ew of the prominence in 

the Volkmemory given tc ths enforced use of Engli ~h in all Trans vaal 

schools during the Miln er di spensation. 

One must concede to the Establishment th~ point that there was a 

great deal more to the situation than tho sc~ool language i ssue. 

A timaoua and graceful ret r eat on thi s front would undoubtedly have 

defused the immediate caus us belli, but one concess ion in isolation 

no more heralds the arrival of th~ millcn ium than one swallow 

announces summer . The ~n~erlying cause s of deep~r discont ent , of 

a r e still there . Nobody supposes for a mo~ent, by way of an~logy, 
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Eo3ton, the7 could have averted t he American Revolution, unless 

the m::~ jo r u ... "! derlyi!lg grievance , no taxation without repr esentation, 

had be~n r~moved atep b:r step in an ordf.: rly and evdlu t icna ry 

fas~ion. Si milarly, Th e Ancien R;<:g ime could hardly have side-

s tepped the French Re •·olution me rely by r ect ifying the l!'alt tax 

inequities. 

It can al~o be conceded that there are undoubtedly provocateurs 

only too anxious to fi sh in what ever troubled waters are available. 

In all probability some o f these agitators hav a Communist or at 

l east Harxist connections . To conclude from this, ho·.1ever, that 

granting any concess ionfi i s playing right into the hands of the 

Com:nu'!'li!';ts, ard that -the policies of th <'! pre sent r egime ar~ our 

strongest bulvark agains t th~ Bolsheviks ia to be guilty of a 

gig~ntic nons equitur. I~agi~e f or a moment, if only imsgi~~tion 

can ~tretch that far, a series of cataclysms in Russia and China 

that leads within six months to th~ e~tablishm~nt of govern~enta 

of impeccabl~ Western democracy in those tvo countri~ s and to 

the complete destruction of every trace of an international ' 

Co~munist apparatus. Would such a state of a f fair s contribute . , 

on a iota to · the ultimat e r es olution of South Africa's underlying 

p roblem? The answ~ r quite clearly is No. The only diff~ran~e 

it might make is o~e of tim~scale. So much t or tha simplistic 

~rnen one has <.:xh~usted ell the rheto:::-ic abo-ut pr~s~rvi.:ng 

West~rn and Christian value s , about standin~ fi r m against the 

onslaughts of' godless atheistic com~unism, or about cont.rolling 

our o~n de~t iny and each s roup developing al~?! it s own lines, th~ 



- 3 -

a~thority to i tse lf , i s goi~g to rul e forever , h - is f l ying 

in the face of all human ~xperienc e . Such situat icns cs~ 

pe r sist lor an exten~2d . - . per1oa , 1n some caRas u~ +:hre e 

c aste prcv~kea a rea c tion from tho ao o u tside t he pa l e . I f 

co ncessions are withhel d indefi n i tely, the maj ority soon~ r or 

later ri ses up in wra th and ca&ts off the yoke. Hi s tory is 

r epl e te with exampl es ~ 1.1ha r e ar e th~ Hameluk e a o f .Egypt , or 

t he Cru sade r s o f. the Holy I:and? What was the ultimat e fa te of 

the Briti s h Raj in India, the Japanese in Korea,. or th ;; Arabs 

in Spain? The l e sson i s writ plain for all to read. Th 8 only 

l as tingly .succesoful conquests or colonies he.ve been thoze where 

th e- victors have enjoyed an overwhelming numeric superiority, 

ha ve ha d no scruples a bout exterminating the vanqui shed , or have 

f i nslly mcrg~d with the conquered people in a new synthesis. A 

ela ssi- exam~l c of t he l ast alt erna tive i s the Norman Conque s t 

o f l~gland; William' a warrior barons fina lly blended \-.ti th tha 

local populace to form a new people. 

Non~ o f the above-mention~d circums tances prevail in South 

Africa. Lack of' numeric parity i s a fact; the Whi t es possess · 

n~ithe r the will nor t he l ack o f scruple to exte r minate the 

Blacks, nor wo ;,.xld the worl d stand idly a.sic ·<: were su::;ll a "fir.al 

solution 1' ev 12n conc eiv:1bl e . Finally, the r uli ne South African 

elit e up to now t.as sho wn r..o incipient preparedness whatever to 

come to terms with the over~be lming Black majo r ity. Unl e ss thB 

combination of external :pressure s , internal unre s t and some 

ves t:lgial trace ::. of r eali.sm on the part of our rulers can fo::.·ce 

White South Africa int o a belated change of heart, the road ahead 

is i ndeed a bleak o~ e . The classi cal phases of ever e~calating 
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p r ecede rebellion and .evol ut i on wi ll succ eed each other like 

the unfol di ng of a Greek t ragedy . The a cto-G m~v~ oc t~ thei r 

fo r eor1a i ned doc~ wi t h the cer ta in t y of t w t r a i ns ap)raach -

ing each o ther on tt~ same trac:. . Th ~ pr i nc i pal s a r e ap arent -

ly oblivi ou ~ of t h9i r fat~ , a f at e ~~i ch t o t he i mpart i a l 

obs erver 1c1i t;h th2 Man- ""rore-l•f.a r s vi ~n1point i s a s c ertai n es dny 

s ucc eeding night. 

Truly it has baen s aid that those who do not s tudy history 

a re fated to repeat it. Czar Nichola s l earnt no thing fro~ the 

1905 Winter Pal ace epis ode , when the Cossacks ruthlee~ly c•.lt 

dov:n. the pe.ss ive c rC'tJd . TVJe l ve years l a te r the Lit tle Father 

ve s toppl ed frorn his throne in the Octcbor Revolut ion. The 

1? 16 Ea~ter Rebellion wa s t he harbinger of th~ I ri s h Free State. 

Nichclae l earnt nothing from the first warning s i gn a , and the 

British Go v:ernYJcn t not much ruore from centuri es of Iris h unrest. 

Wo~se yet, we i& South Africa r e fuse to apply any l es~on~ from 

hi s tory , beca u ~ our posit ion i s .1'uniqu.:;; n . We pro¢ress at the 

pa~ e of a sta tely minue t from ~iitmansbaa sskap through A:pa.rtheid 

t'lSepl'\rate Development, and no.Jon to fl plure. l d~mocracy, . !rlbo 

ar~ we foaling? No t even our s elve s . No wonde r the OGtrich is 

our best known bird. 

Informed comment ators such a:a Archbi,shop Hurley ar<: on record 

a s sa1ing that U..'llle s s a f undamental changa o f dir(tc t ion is 

evident by 1980 at the latest we shall without doubt go the way 

of the ~~ecl~ noir~ in Algeria . Jhat the f u ture will be like 

without such a ohang e of h ear t i s graphi cally evoked by Pieter-

Dirk Uys' spine-chilling play 1 ;G~ d 1 s Fors aken" . The three Brand 

s i s ters are alone in the i r f ather's hea •dly gua rde d maneion , an 

outpos t o f Whit e heg econy i~ an ocean or gue r illa di spn t ej 

t S?r:ci tcr:y . The a c t ion i s per i odi cally pu~ct uated wi t h the news : 
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The ques tion each one o f us mu s t answer indiv ! d~3Ll7 ~ s 

"Facs c •..rith ~uch a ~i t u.a t io~ ~iha t must I do '? ' 1 Til-.= l 9 ::: s 5tout 

h earted with highl y portab l 4 careers have a lraa~y na3! t~eir 

d<?ci s ions . They l <O!a'.J'C f o r mo re- s alubrious political c li.me s. 

A greet majority to w~om t hinking is an unwo~t~ d an d painful 

exercise sittply carry on as i f nothing s erious h a. "' hap _::-:'led or 

i s likely to happen. nLeave i t all to Jolly John" i;s a ¥ery 

comi'orting doctrine. Th e trouble ia, his particular b::-and o! 

kragdadigheid no longer s eems to produce the accustomed e f fect s , 

even when applied 'in s t ea dily increasing dos e EJ . The cot;.ntry 

ha c; b-een ' ~mainlining" on it for to? long. 

So what i ~ left? '~- the re a Third Y.~ay betwaen tho Diaspora 

and t he Laage. ? I belie ve thare i s , bu t it will t akQ a ~ tout 

heart, a cool head an ' nerve ~ o! ste2l. ThE role l eft for the 

man of goodwill \\'ho is cotunitted neither to Black tlation-li s m 

nor to lrihite intransigence is a.kin to the Salvation Army man 

in the mids t of a ~tre e t brawl. His political power iE non

existent: t hat i s t he exclus i ve pr eser ve of t ha major contestants. 

He i s the pd: !Jc e-m~ker who t ri e s to pick up tl'! s :pi ~ c es ahJ tie up 

t he wounds during t he i nt~ ~vale wh! n t he b ~lliger~n ~ s pa use fro~ 

exhaus t i on . He h '! unlH~ely to r ec Bi ve a ny t hanks fro m e ither 

side . I t Blad:, h e will b e a n Uncle Ton and if iolhit e a \>'C olly-

heade d Li b~ral, a dangerous Radica l or wor se . Such Jus ~ Men will 

not say very much: indeed the time for talking i e almos t over. 

As Archbi sho9 Burnet t has obs erved , over J thi ng has been s a id 

a h ·ea dy . Unf or t un.stel y , nobo·"1Y muct '#tho ma t ter s i s lis t e:1 ing . 
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t;hf.;· t;;at.w a · ain . Can t he Bla ~k .school s and uni v er.si ties rise 

Phoenix-like from the a s h eB an d char r •d ru in~? I~ n~t t~2 ve~y 

ac ~ of pla~nins a quix o t ic ge s tu . e when no ma~ c an say wi t~ 

c .rtainty w~at will bo happening in 1990 l et alo~e ·n 2000 A. D.? 

I r oni ca l l y , one ca n s ny with more conf i de~ce wha t v:i ll have 

.b.::'.pp:s:1.od b y t h':! l a t ter a' t ~ t b :nl. by 1:180 . By the t urn o i' the 

c entury t here i s ~o quest i on but that Soath Afric a a s we know it, 

with i t s extr~ordinary socia l and politica l arrangem~nt e , will 

have passe d into the his tory books . One c t at es this no t so much 

a s a politie!tl pl a n of GctiOl\ or a pious hope , or alternatively 

a throat-gripping f ear . On e s i mply sta t es i t a s a f a:t , with a5 

much conf i dence as one c ould evar make abo ut a~y extrapola t ion 

i n to t ne f u t ure , s u ch ll!J 'that t he sum will ri s.:.: tomorrm1. There 

i s as lit t l e poin t in r a iling agains t it as i n decrying t he 

S .. har an s and or th<.~ ice i n Greenland . The path thr~ugh t he poli-

tical Eound-barrie r t o that super sonic :fut~re i s unpredi ctable 

a nd t<1rbul~nt . The en d r esult i s not. Tb.~re l S l it t l e point in 

making the journey thither any more cruel and exac erba ting th<ln 

i s a~solu tely neces s a ry . ~uaen Elizabe t h I I put i t very 

gra cious ly in l'L ·r Bic~n t enary I n dependence Day speech , when she , 

thanked the Uni t e d States f or the lesson t augh.t Brita i n by tho 

American Revolu~ion. The Britain of G e~rge III, she said, lacked 

the sta t~ ~manship " to know t he right time and tha manner of 

yi el di n g 1.rha t is i lilpos3ible t~ k~ep 11 • 

Twen~y-four years i s no t a long tim! in the life of a nation 

or even of an ina ti t ution. L~~ a t leaat some of us not lose our 

h!ad3 1 and plan ,quietly together in harmony f or t he future that 

we ahall ha ve t o l earn t o shars together, whe ther v a l i ke i t or not . 

That i s the r ea l Lesson or Go¥et o f or South Afr i cans , Black and 
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