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Abstract

The researcher attempts to assess in which respect the privacy of former President
Kgalema Motlanthe may have been invaded during his presidency, in view of
journalistic ethics and press codes currently in effect. The study will explore media
practices based on media freedom at the time of publication, and assess whether
this freedom is understood to suggest the infringement of the right to privacy in the

coverage of the private lives of politicians in the media.

This study will therefore examine a sample of articles from the Sunday Times, City
Press and Mail and Guardian, covering former President Kgalema Motlanthe’s public
behaviour that related to his private life, assess which aspects of his demeanour
became the subject of media coverage, and correlate such reporting trends with
fluctuations in his political career.

The researcher will focus on the period when Kgalema Motlanthe was at the helm as
the Head of State — from October 2008 to April 2009, and consider particularly the

trends in the sampled press reports regarding his private life.

The study furthermore examines some of the legislative and normative changes that
affected the media in South Africa after democratisation, to correlate the trends
observed in the press coverage with legislation. This further serves to identify
possible gray areas that arise from reporting on the freedom of the press and may

lead to the invasion of privacy.



Chapter 1

1. Introduction

South Africa has always had a courageous and opinionated press. For over 40
years, the apartheid state tried to control the country’s newspapers using legislation,
harassment and imprisonment of journalists. Through all this, South Africa’s press
continued to report on all kinds of news. With the advent of democracy in South
Africa in 1994, South Africa’s newspapers were freed from all the restrictions,

(http//www.southafrica.info/ess_info/sa_glance/constitution/news.htm).

Media freedom in South Africa is enshrined in the constitution of the country.
According to Lloyd et al. (2010:15), South Africa has a Bill of Rights contained in
Chapter Two of the Constitution. Section 16 deals with freedom of expression.
According to the Constitution, everyone has the right to freedom of expression,
which includes freedom of the press and other media; freedom to receive or impact
information or ideas; freedom of artistic creativity, and academic freedom and

freedom of scientific research.

The right (outlined above) does not extend to propaganda of war; incitement of
imminent violence, or advocacy of hatred that is based on race, ethnicity, gender or

religion, and that constitutes incitement to cause harm.

Section 36 sets out the limitations of rights. It states:

(1) The rights in the Bill of Rights may be limited only in terms of general
application to the extent that the limitation is reasonable and justifiable in an
open and democratic society based on human dignity, equality and freedom,
taking into account all relevant factors, including the importance of the
purpose of the limitation; the relation between the limitation and its purpose,
and less restrictive means to achieve the purpose.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (1) or in other provision of the Constitution,
no law may limit any right entrenched in the Bill of Rights (Lloyd et al. 2010:
15).



According to Lloyd et al.(2010: 17), freedom of expression is not listed as one of the
non-derogable rights of the Constitution. It has been balanced against other rights
(such as equality, privacy and human dignity) on a case-by-case basis. The
Constitutional Court is the final judicial arbiter of constitutional issues — though other
courts may hear matters relating to this prior to the issue being brought before it. In
addition, the South African Human Rights Commission, established by the
Constitution as an independent institution, is charged with protecting and promoting

constitutional rights.

According to Lloyd et al. (2010:18), the South African Bill of Rights is often lauded
around the world. The Bill of Rights provides specifically for freedom of the media,
and the limits of that freedom are clearly outlined. For example, exceptions to the
freedom of expression require proof of incitement to imminent violence. South
African media and civil society organisations generally guard their rights to freedom
of expression fiercely — and there are ongoing debates in many fora about the

subtleties of applying this right in relation to other rights.

Lloyd et al. (2010:19), quoting a 2008 African Barometer report on freedom of

expression, observed:

The South African media enjoy considerable freedom of expression. This is
evidenced by the frequency with which the media criticise the government, the
ruling party, the police and many other public institutions and services.
Investigative reporting is prominent and widely respected, (Loyd et al.
2010:19).

Nonetheless, Loyd et al. maintain that defamation cases are increasing with ANC
President Jacob Zuma taking the lead as a frequent complainant. While intimidation
of journalists by provincial government is decreasing, there are still incidents of
media practitioners receiving angry phone calls from officials. The situation is worse,

they argue, at local government level where especially community media are from



time to time threatened by councillors. In many cases, even allegations of corruption
are not investigated for fear of reprisals. Generally, there seems to be a lack of

tolerance of criticism amongst politicians.

According to Lloyd et al. (2010:20), South African media publish a significant amount
of advertising from the government, and there are cases where government officials
threatened to withdraw their custom from publications they regard as being
excessively critical. A recent case in point was that of the cabinet spokesperson,
Jimmy Manyi, who threatened to centralise government advertising under his control,
and not to support newspapers that publicly criticise the government with any

advertising from government, (Times Live, 09 June, 2011).

Commercial interest, Lloyd et al. (2010:20) argue, tends to exert even more pressure
on media freedom: to a large extent, commercial enterprises escape the critical
attention of the mass media who may be fearful of annoying the big advertising
contributors.

This study will therefore, in view of the rather recent dawn of democracy in South
Africa which gave effect to the freedom of press, assess to what extent this press
freedom was misused in view of journalistic ethics and press codes currently in
effect, using the case of former President Kgalema Motlanthe, whose privacy may

have been invaded during his presidency.

1.2 Aims and objectives of the study

The aims and objectives of the research are to assess, in respect of a sample of
articles about a particular politician over a particular period of time, in which respects

journalists might misuse their authority or freedom of the press to defame an



individual for the purpose of sensationalist reporting, particularly about politicians as

public figures.

Secondly, to identify possible media bias, disinformation or subjectivity in reporting in

this sample of texts in view of the codes of conduct currently in effect.

Lastly, to establish, for this sample, whether the legislation of the freedom of press
through the Constitution and other legal and ethical frameworks, has indeed created

space for the unfair invasion of the privacy of individuals.

According to Shawcross (1991: 417) media bias involves the conscious manipulation
of news and information to serve the interests of a government, business, racial
group, individual or other ideology. Accusations of media bias arise when
restrictions are placed on media access, news coverage is unbalanced, or pressure

is placed on journalists, which jeopardises impartial reporting.

Disinformation, Shawcross (1991) maintains, is a form of propaganda, the deliberate
dissemination of false or misleading information in order to manipulate or influence
the public’s perception of certain situations or events, often to create a climate of fear

or mistrust as a pretext for taking certain action.
Carruthers (2000:6) warns against disinformation:

Journalists often protest loudly at state’s withholding of information, as it
attempts to use the media as channels of misinformation, designed to confuse

or deceive the public.

1.3 The research problem

Using the case study on the representation of Kgalema Motlanthe’s private life in

three newspapers, the researcher seeks to examine the extent to which the concept



of freedom of the press in South Africa could be misused, resulting in the

infringement or threat to the privacy of the individual.

In examining this phenomenon, the researcher will look at the trends identified in this
sample of media reporting regarding the private life of President Kgalema Motlanthe,
particularly where related to his romantic linkage with a young woman, while he was
a Head of State. The researcher will examine the nature of media coverage
President Motlanthe received regarding his private life from the time he took up office
to the time of the general election which saw the coming into power of a new

president.

1.3.1 Private vs public space

It is important at this point to briefly elaborate on the constitutional principle of
privacy and to make a distinction between the private and public space. According
to Kriiger (2004: 194), South Africa’s Constitution states that the right to privacy
includes the right not to have one’s person, home or property searched, one’s

possessions seized or the privacy of one’s communication infringed.

When journalists intrude on the private space of a person they are reporting
on, that’s an invasion of privacy.

Things that happen in the privacy of somebody’s home are, in general,

private, while things that take place in a public place are not.

People in a public place cannot expect the same degree of privacy as in their
own homes. They can be seen by anyone, and that means that they may be
spotted by cameras or recorded by microphones, (Krtiger 2004: 194).

Kriger (2004) maintains that people are entitled to keep details of their private lives
to themselves. The publication of embarrassing facts can be an invasion of privacy.

However, in this respect not all individuals are treated equally. Ordinary people have
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significant rights to privacy, but celebrities, politicians and others who live their lives

in the public eye forfeit a large part of these rights.

According to Kriger (2004: 194), the public has a right to know about the actions and
behaviour of their elected representatives and other officials. Where private
behaviour touches on their suitability for public office, such justification is clearly
evident . Film stars and other celebrities are not held accountable in the same way
but since they, too, benefit from being in the public eye, they are expected to face
both praise and criticism of the public through the media. Such kind of prominence
is, furthermore, hardly ever achieved without the willing, often eager participation of
the person involved.

However, even prominent people retain some rights. Kruger (2004:194) quotes the
editor of The Star, Moegsien Williams, as saying:

‘The rule of thumb for me is if Minister So-and-so is drunk over the weekend
in his lounge at home, it is his business. If Minister So-and-so is drunk on a
Wednesday in the office, it is my business. So yes, there are certain privacy
rights that public figures have.’

Kriger (2004:197) further argues that another type of invasion of privacy is
representation in a false light, that is, the publication of information that creates or
supports a wrong public impression about somebody. Situations that might fall

under this category are commonly treated as possible defamation.
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Chapter 2

2. Literature Review

The literature review for the study will comprise of the background to South African
media, its laws and regulatory aspects as well as the theories of the press that

attempt to explain the role of the media in society.

2.1Background on the South African media

Prior to the demise of apartheid in 1994 and the first democratic elections in South
Africa, South Africa had a mainstream media consisting mainly of a public service
broadcaster and four dominant newspaper and magazine groups that were owned
and managed by white people and produced by mainly white male journalists, and
strongly influenced by the National Party government until well into the 1980’s. The
Western mode of media production was adhered to, including Western news values.
Reporting on Africa and African events was thus limited, and the focus for the regime

was on famine, war and corruption (Fourie, 2002:20).

Media ownership, according to Fourie (2002:20) was strictly regulated and a plethora
of laws existed with the sole purpose of safeguarding the entrenchment and
distribution of the apartheid ideology. In content, the mainstream media catered
mainly for the white population and its needs, predominantly representing the white
population’s Western history, culture, economic and political interests. To a great
extent, the citizens remained uninformed about the misery of the majority of the

black population who lived under the apartheid rule .

Fourie (2007) points out that with the publication of any material related to the exiled
African National Congress (ANC), the PAN African Congress (PAC) and the South
African Communist Party (SACP), and with government-proclaimed “enemies of the

state”, such as Nelson Mandela, in prison in Robben Island, a generation of white
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people grew up who, until his release during the political re-orientation in 1990,
hardly knew what Mandela looked like, let alone what he thought and what the

liberation movements stood for.

Fourie (2007), argues that, with the exception of the contributions of a few alternative
newspapers, it can be argued that the mainstream media contributed to a cognitive
construct of an ordered white society that was firmly controlled by this state — an
island of white well-being, progress and prosperity surrounded by a veritable sea of
African corruption, lack of leadership, political incompetence and rapid economic and
social decline. This level of ignorance among white population was maintained,
among others, through the mechanisms of a state-controlled educational philosophy,
even to apartheid-inspired interpretations and preaching of the Christian gospel, and
through media that, on the one hand, supported apartheid ideology or turned a blind
eye to its inhuman consequences but, on the other hand, were severely threatened,

restricted and sensored.

2.1.1 A free press for South Africa?

The libertarian theory (as discussed in Chapter 3) of a free press places no limits on
the freedom of the press since knowledge empowers the citizen (Overbeck et al.
1994, cited in Swanepoel 2006: 10). According to Swanepoel (2006), other scholars
however take the view that, while freedom of the press should rarely give way to
other interests, it is not an absolute right. She argues that the utilitarian concept of
freedom of the press marries it with the right and the duty to read, to listen and to
think. It is true that the interests of the community are served by the press, which,
owing to the vast and commercial nature of the industry, is by default the chief
source of public information. A free press has a duty to be the public’s watchdog —
to bring the truth into the sphere of public debate. Concurring, Steenveld (2007:107)
maintains that the South African media see their role as monitoring state
functionaries and institutions as a means of holding them accountable to the
electorate, and they cherish their independence and their right to media freedom to

do so. The government is to be monitored and watched, while the media’s self-
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identity should be that of a benign, politically neutral, altruistic institution, operating

solely for “the public good”, and in “the public interest”.

Under the previous dispensation of parliamentary supremacy, the democratic right to
freedom of expression, according to Swanepoel (2006: 10) fell within the realm of
common law, which afforded certain controls and protection to the individual
possessor of the rights that flow from this freedom. Under apartheid, freedom of
expression was arbitrarily repressed by the Internal Security Act of 1982, and
censorship legislated, which profoundly affected journalism and free political

expression.

In the new constitutional dispensation, freedom of expression is entrenched in

s 16(1) of the Constitution as everyone has the right to freedom of expression, which
includes freedom of the press and other media (Morgan 2004: 15); and freedom to
receive or impart information or ideas. This freedom has the status of a fundamental
right that must be protected, respected and fulfilled, but is not absolute and is subject
to certain limitations imposed by, among others, s 7(3) and s 36 of the Constitution,
(Swanepoel 2006: 11).

With the advent of democracy, Wasserman (2004: 139) maintains that the media too
were set free to act as a watchdog of the new and fragile democracy. This is, at
least, the popular version of events, and one which the media itself often espouse
and celebrates. Formally, this is true. There have been numerous confrontations
between government and the media, but despite the alarmist voices heard on
occasion from media quarters, these debates, before the conception of the
Protection of Information Bill in 2010, centred mostly on differences of opinion
regarding issues such as the “national interest” vis-a-vis the “public interest” and the

differing views of the media’s role in post-apartheid society.
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According to Wasserman (2004: 139), criticism such as that by former President
Thabo Mbeki about journalists being “fishers of corrupt men” and similar accusations
has been interpreted by the media as actual attacks on their freedom, and meetings
between Mbeki and the media representatives were facilitated by the South African
National Editors’ Forum (Sanef — http://www.sanef.org.za) in an attempt to smoothen
working relationships. A Presidential Corps was also established, somewhat
controversially, since the mere suggestion that politicians would travel on the same —
equally controversial — presidential jet, to which the members of the fourth estate

objected, preferring to keep a distance between them and head of state.

Regardless of developments, Wasserman (2004: 140) asserts that friction between
the media and the government persists, and the parties mutually view each other
with suspicion. On the whole, these debates — and the resulting tensions between
the parties — could be viewed as a healthy part of what an emerging democratic
public sphere is all about. Insofar as the debates took the form of public or legal
confrontations, these should be seen as the result of different frameworks through
which tenets such as “freedom of speech” and “the public’s right to know” were
viewed, rather than an attempt to curb the media’s freedom. Unfortunately, the first
decade of the democratic dispensation seems to have been marked more by the
vigorous defence of opposing positions than committed attempts to examine the
fundamental assumptions underlying these positions. The media anticipated the
new government to pounce on them, while the new government viewed criticism by
the media as questioning their legitimacy and ability. Seldom were these differences
of opinion seen as part of the yet incomplete process of negotiation about how both
these instances in a post-apartheid society should operate . The joint re-negotiation
of roles and responsibilities, the refashioning of identities and the contestation of new
configurations of political and symbolic power were sometimes too easily mistaken

for intolerance and a descent into authoritarianism.

According to Wasserman (2004:140) the constitutional freedom of the media
seemed unthreatened before the conception of the Protection of Information Bill, not
least judging from the Constitutional Court judge Pius Langa’s remarks at a Sanef

ten-year review seminar which were, according to Anthony Johnson writing in the
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Cape Times, “overwhelmingly reassuring” regarding the future of press freedom in
the country. Wasserman, however, cautioned in 2004 that some remnant of
apartheid-era laws like the infamous Section 205 still represented an implicit threat to
journalists , and as Johnson (as quoted in Wasserman 2004:140) points out, some
incidents such as the withholding of crime statistics by government and the state’s
obstruction of journalists wanting to cover protest action did send out worrying
signals. However, in 2004 Wasserman (2004:140) still argued that a comparison of
the South African chapter of the Media Institute of Southern Africa (Misa) with other

countries in the region showed the greater extent of South African media freedom.

Since 2011, the Protection of Information Bill (Bill 6 of 2010) and the proposed media
appeals tribunal are changing the parameters of the media landscape in South Africa
severely. However, this treatise investigates the historical period of October 2008

and April 2009 and therefore does not engage with the current situation of the media

under the influence this new BiIll.

Wasserman, in 2004, inquired how the media implemented the freedom afforded to it
under the constitution before the Protection of Information Bill, and how did it
respond when faced with the challenge of contributing towards the transformation of
society. A glance at the relevant legislation may clarify the new South African

foundations for media functioning.

2.1.2 General media laws and regulations

Lloyd et al. (2010: 20) argued in 2010 that South Africa did not have a specific
national press/media law. They argued that the Imprint Act (no 43 of 1993) required
only that the name and address of the printer appear on any printed matter intended
for public sale or distribution. Thus, media professionals and journalists (before the
Protection of information Bill enacted in 2011) were not subject to special regulations
but, as any other citizen, had to comply with general laws. Since the sample of texts
for this study dates to 2008 and 2009, the discussion will not engage the later debate

around the Protection of Information Bill.
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Broadcasting and print media are regulated differently in South Africa, (Lloyd et al.
2010: 20). Lloyd et al. argue that the print media regulate themselves through the
Press Council/Press Ombudsman established and funded by the Newspaper
Association of South Africa (which represents the major newspaper groups). They
maintain that the self-regulatory mechanisms were reviewed in 2007, and the
structure expanded to include members of the public both on the Council itself and

on structures to adjudicate complaints.

Lloyd et al. (2010) maintain that, essentially, the Press Council (made up of six
representatives of media organisations and other six public representatives)
approves of the Press Code and appoints a Press Ombudsman and members of an
Appeal Panel, which was in the period of the sample for this study in October 2008
to April 2009, headed by a former judge and also included an equal number of

representatives from the press and the public.

All newspapers and magazines that subscribe to the jurisdiction of the Press
Council, as Lloyd et al. argue, are required to include in every publication the
organisation’s logo and details of how to complain about any reports. Complaints
from the public are first considered by the Ombudsman and attempts are made to
mediate between the complainant and the publication. If a hearing needs to be
called, the ombudsman presides, together with a member of the public and a
representative from the media. Any decision can be appealed against to the Appeal
Panel, (Press Council 2007).

The Press Council can order a publication found to be in breach of the code to
publish an apology and/or correct the story, as well as print the ruling of the
Ombudsman or Appeals Panel (Lloyd et al. 2010:22). Lloyd et al, argue that the
Press Council has, since its restructuring in 2007, focused on creating awareness of
its role amongst the public and ensured that journalists know and observe the code.
They note that at the launch of a booklet outlining the code in December 2007,
Ombudsman Joe Thloloe stated that in the 18 months between January 2006 and
July 2007, his office had dealt with 268 cases (Lloyd et al. 2010: 22).
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2.1.3 Press Ombudsman rulings on reportage of news

According to Kriger (2004: 36), any individual or group can complain to the ombud,
on condition that they waive their right to legal action. But this does not mean that
newspapers can be harassed by frivolous, fraudulent, or malicious complaints, or
those that do not reveal prima facie a contradiction of the code. An offending
newspaper can be ordered to publish a finding — yet no fines or other punishment
can be meted out. The ombud deals with the editor on behalf of his or her

newspaper, not individual journalists.

2.1.3.1 Reporting of news

The freedom of the press in South Africa is enshrined in the constitution of the
country. Chapter two of the constitution states that everyone has freedom of

expression, including freedom of the press.

The South African media is self-regulatory, but should observe certain journalistic
codes of practice. According to the South African Press Code, the press should be
obliged to report news truthfully, accurately and fairly. News should be presented in
context and in a balanced manner, without any intentional or negligent departure
from the facts whether by distortion, exaggeration or misrepresentation, material

omissions or summarisation.

Only what may reasonably be true, having regard to the sources of the news, may
be presented as fact, and such facts shall be published fairly with due regard to
context and importance. Where a report is not based on facts or is founded on
opinions, allegation, rumour, or supposition, it shall be presented in such manner as

to indicate this clearly.
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Where there is reason to doubt the accuracy of a report and it is practicable to verify
the accuracy thereof, it shall be verified. Where it has not been practicable to verify
the accuracy of a report, this shall be mentioned in such report, (Press Council
2007).

Contrary to the print media, broadcasters in South Africa have the option of either
adhering to a code developed by the regulator (the Independent Communications
Authority of South Africa and adjudicated by the Complaints and Compliance
Committee (CCC) of ICASA, or of abiding by their own code administered by the
Broadcasting Complaints Commission of South Africa (BCCSA)(Lloyd et al. 2010:
23).

Self-regulation of the media is an important mechanism for protecting freedom of the
media and must be guarded. This is recognised by the African Commission on
Human and People’s Rights in its Declaration of Principles on Freedom of
Expression in Africa — which states that “effective self-regulation is the best system

for promoting high standards in the media”, (Lloyd et al., 2010:26).

In order to protect independent regulation, media organisations themselves need to
ensure that self-regulatory structures are (and are perceived to be) effective in
promoting ethics — not merely mechanisms to protect those they represent from
criticism. Readers and viewers (important stakeholders) must be aware of such
structures and endorse them so that politicians cannot easily sway popular opinion

against the media to promote their own interests, (Lloyd et al, 2010: 26).
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2.1.4 Other laws that impact on media and freedom of expression

Although the Constitution guarantees freedom of expression and information, and
new legislation such as that governing the right to access to information promotes
this, there are several apartheid era laws still on the statute books, which could (if
utilised) impede the media and journalist, according to Lloyd et al (2010: 29). Given
the Bill of Rights, however, any cases brought under such laws would have to take
into account the Constitution in interpreting such legislation. A brief overview of these
shows that the development towards the Protection of Information Bill in 2011 was

not as unexpected as it may have seemed in the two years preceding its passing.

2.1.4.1 Access to information

The right to access to information is guaranteed in the Constitution in Section 32 (1):

Everyone has the right of access to-

a. Any information held by the state
b. Any information that is held by another person and that is required for the

exercise or protection of any rights.

This right, according to Lloyd et al. (2010: 30) has been translated into the Promotion
of Access to Information Act 2002 (PAIA). South Africa has stipulated that both
public and private organisations are bound by this legislation. In the case of private
institutions and individuals, a person requesting access to information has to show
that this is necessary to exercise or protect other rights. The legislation states that a
person can apply for access to information, and, if refused, can appeal such a

decision internally before approaching the High Court.
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2.1.4.2 Defamation

Defamation, according to Lloyd et al. (2010:31) is largely a civil rather than a criminal
matter in South Africa and the relevant legislation is designed to protect a person’s

reputation.

Given the right to the freedom of expression set out in the Constitution, the common

law definition of defamation has evolved through a range of judgements since 1994.

Lloyd et al.(2010) point out that the permissible defences against a claim of
defamation are privilege (eg, the statement published were made by witnesses in
court and reported, or by lawyers in a court or by legislators); that the statement was
true and its publication was in the public interest; the statement was a fair comment
in the public interest; the absence of intention to defame (mistake, jest, etc), and that
the publication was reasonable (i.e., the publisher had good reason to believe the
statements were true and had taken steps to verify them and the person ‘defamed’

was given a chance to respond).

According to Lloyd et al. defamation claims are traditionally used post publication to
sue a newspaper, but have been cited in applications to interdict newspapers from

publishing.

2.1.4.3 Privacy

Section 14 of the Constitution states that “everyone has the right to privacy”. The
rights to privacy and to freedom of expression are weighed up on a case-by-case
basis. The courts have generally recognised that the public interest in public officials

may be higher than in other individuals (Lloyd et al. 2010: 32).

2.1.4.4 Access to courts

Other sections of the Criminal Procedures Act have also been identified by media

organisations as potentially inhibiting the rights of freedom of expression and access
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to information. This includes section 153, which allows a judge or magistrate to hold
a hearing behind closed doors and order that no information about the case may be
published, if this is in the interest of a fair trial. The Constitution however specifies
that courts should decide issues in a fair public hearing (Article 34) and a case can
only be held in camera with good reasons (i.e., in the interest of a fair trial). Other
laws protect children — and thus a person under the age of 18 (if an accused, or a

witness) may not be identified in the media (Lloyd et al. 2010:34).

2.1.4.5 Internal security laws

The Defence Act, No 42 of 2002, gives the State President the power to make
regulations censoring information when a State of National Defence has been
declared (Section 91 (2) (h)). Section 89 of the Act specifies that a State of National
Defence can be declared if South Africa is, among other things, threatened by war or
is being invaded, or under armed or cyber attack (Lloyd et al. 2010: 34)

Section 89 of the Act enables the Minister of Defence to make regulations outlining
the classification of information, areas or facilities, whilst Section 83 states that such
information may only be made public after 20 years have lapsed since the year the
record came into existence. The Act emphasises however that this is subject to the
Promotion of Access to Information Act (PAIA). The Defence Act states that anyone
responsible for publishing information which has been classified in terms of the Act,

may be imprisoned for up to five years. Again this is made subject to the PAIA.

2.1.4.6 Equality

The Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act (Act No 4 of
2000) introduces measures which extend the hate speech limitation clauses in the
Constitution to include harmful and hurtful speech. Section 10 of the Act prohibits not
only speech which is advocating hatred and constitutes incitement to cause harm (as
stipulated in the Bill of Rights), but also bars publication of material that “could

reasonably be construed to demonstrate a clear intention to [...] be hurtful, be
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harmful [...] promote or propagate hatred”. Specialised Equality courts are being
established around the country in terms of the law, and it is as yet difficult to assess
whether such clauses have been used against media as cases are not consistently
reported (Lloyd et al. 2010:36).

2.2 Background on Kgalema Motlanthe

A biography of Kgalema Motlanthe published by Myburgh in Politicsweb in
September 2008 states that Motlanthe was born in Alexandra Township on July 19
1949, and was the oldest boy of his parents' six children. His mother was a washer
woman who later worked in a clothing factory. His father worked in Anglo-
American's head office. He is the only male in the family who did not work for the

company at one point or another.

His family moved from Alexandra to Meadowlands, Soweto in 1959. The formative
influence in his early years was the church. "I grew up in the Anglican Church" he
told Myburgh of City Press in 1992, "and was very close to the priests. They
belonged to the Community of the Resurrection." He served as an altar boy for many
years and at one point thought of becoming a priest, Myburgh notes (2008: No page

number).

After matriculating from Orlando High School. Motlanthe worked for the

Johannesburg City Council.

"They had what they called the commercial department, which was a glorified
name for bottle-stores and agricultural marketing in the townships. | worked
for about seven years as a supervisor of the Johannesburg Council bottle-

stores in the townships," (Motlanthe, quoted by Myburgh 2008).

Myburgh maintains that Kgalema Motlanthe was an excellent soccer player and
played for Spa Sporting Club in Pretoria and Rockville Hungry Lions in Soweto. In

the early 1970’s, he was "recruited into Umkhonto we Sizwe. He formed part of a
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unit tasked with recruiting comrades for military training. The unit was later

instructed to transform its function from recruitment to sabotage." (2008).
Myburgh reports that,

On 14 April 1976, two months before the uprisings in Soweto, he was arrested
by the security police and detained in John Vorster Square for 11 months. He
was tried, along with Stanley Nkosi and Joseph Mosoeu in February 1977 on
Terrorism Act charges. All pleaded not guilty. Mr Justice Human found Nkosi
and Motlanthe guilty and sentenced them to effective goal sentences of 10

years each. Mosoeu was acquitted." ( Myburg, 2008)

Motlanthe spent a decade on Robben Island. These years, he said, were the "most

enriching” of his life.

We were a community of people who ranged from the totally illiterate to
people who could very easily have been professors at universities. We
shared basically everything. The years out there were the most productive
years in one's life, we were able to read, we read all the material that came
our way, took an interest in the lives of people even in the remotest corners of
this world. To me those years gave meaning to life." (Motlanthe, quoted by
Myburgh, 2008)

Myburgh notes that Motlanthe was released from prison in April 1987 and joined the
National Union of Mineworkers as an Education Officer. At the time of the formation
of the NUM, there was deep concern within the political leadership over the
difficulties involved in organising the mining sector. The Island leaders, of which
Motlanthe was part , decided to deploy trusted cadres to help build the union and
ensure that it developed (in a) progressive direction. Motlanthe volunteered for this

task .

Myburgh (2008) points out that after the ANC was unbanned Motlanthe became
chairman of the party's PWV (Pretoria-Witwatersrand-Vereeniging) region. He
stepped down from that position in September 1991 to devote more time to his work

for NUM. In January 1992 the Central Executive Committee elected him acting
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General Secretary in January 1992 over Marcel Golding, the favourite for the
position. Newspaper profiles of him described him then as a committed socialist and
"120% ANC", but said that he was unsure whether to join the SACP or not.

According to Myburgh, Motlanthe served as secretary general of NUM until he was
picked out as the ANC's candidate for secretary general in 1997 to replace Cyril
Ramaphosa. He was elected unopposed to that position at the ANC's 50th National
Conference in December of that year. He was re-elected unopposed in 2002, and

he described the shift from the unions as a "mere deployment.” (Myburgh, 2008).

Motlanthe formed an integral part of the new Mbeki-led leadership. As such, he was
not uninvolved in three of the most destructive policies of the Mbeki-era -
centralisation, the support for Mugabe in Zimbabwe, and AIDS denialism, (Myburgh,
2008)

Between late 1999 and early 2000 Thabo Mbeki expressed what became known as
the doctrines of the AIDS ‘dissidents' or ‘denialists’. For a while at least it seems that
Motlanthe agreed with Mbeki's views on the aetiology of AIDS and the toxicity and

lack of efficacy of anti-retroviral medication.

In August 2000, Motlanthe disputed the causal link between HIV and AIDS and also

referred repeatedly to the fact that the virus had (allegedly) never been isolated:

“That's the fundamental question because once it is scientifically isolated then
the scientists will develop a proper counter for it and we will be much closer to
the solution of the problem. That's why it's a symbol, it's not one disease, it's a
symbol of opportunistic diseases which kill you because your immune system

has collapsed,” (Myburgh, 2008)

Myburgh reports that Motlanthe accused the pharmaceutical industry of trying to

profit from the disease with inefficacious medicine:

“In this country we have seen a massive, massive campaign calling for a drug

called AZT to be given to women who are rape victims”.
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When asked whether this campaign was backed by the pharmaceutical companies

he replied:

"Well the producers of the drug they are very happy, they have so many sales
persons, they think they could secure government approval and a
commitment that it would be made available and it is something that has to be
taken on a daily basis, made available to rape victims, pregnant mothers and
that kind of thing, people who are living with HIV. They would make quite a

rake in out of it and yet there is no proof that it actually helps."

In a follow-up interview in September 2000 he spoke passionately on the topic. He

stated:

"There's a virus called HIV which is one of 69 possible causes of the collapse
of the body immune system and our position is that from all accounts this
virus has not been isolated and photographed and studied under controlled
conditions as to what its behaviour is. Therefore it remains one of the many
causes and not the sole cause of AIDS and therefore the response to AIDS is
informed by that totally, that there is ongoing research work by scientists to try
and isolate this virus. Now there are people who are driven by
pharmaceuticals who say that that question must never be asked because
pharmaceuticals produce drugs on the basis that HIV causes AIDS, period. It
is the only cause of AIDS and that's it. Any other question, you are a
dissident, you are bad, you are malicious, you are dangerous to society, you
will be responsible for the deaths of so many children and this and that and so

on. It's all crap from the pharmaceuticals,” (Myburgh 2008).

Myburgh (2008: no page number) argues that by December 2002, Motlanthe had not
yet moved from his earlier stance. In reply to a question from City Press's Jimmy
Seepe about the lack of emphasis on HIV/AIDS at the party's conference, Motlanthe

replied:
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"The issue of HIV/AIDS has always been on the ANC agenda. The ANC
approach to the disease is that we are not dealing only with a communicable
disease. It takes more than a single drug to boost the immune system of a
person. Poverty is critical in terms of what a person eats. We refuse to make
the human body a dumping ground for chemicals. What we have not
subscribed to is the belief that we should look at a single drug [as the only

remedy]." (Seepe as quoted in Myburgh, 2008)

In early 2004, following the ANC's decision to embark on a comprehensive roll-out of
anti-retroviral treatment, Motlanthe's views seem to have shifted completely. He told

Jimmy Seepe:

"We don't regret the way we have dealt with the issue. We have approached
this issue very comprehensively. We are in the same boat with the TAC now."
(Seepe in Myburgh, 2008)

Motlanthe defended the ANC government's previous stance on the basis that further

time was required to find a suitable treatment :

"The government has been very cautious to ensure that when it embarks on
treatment, such treatment should be sustainable. It must not be something
that only grabs headlines just for a few months. The ANC knew it was going to
reach a time when the roll-out was going to happen. It was a progression of

events that needed to be undertaken."

Motlanthe, who had until then maintained a low public profile, was elected president
of South Africa by the South African National Assembly following the resignation of
Thabo Mbeki, and was widely considered to be acting as a "caretaker president” on
behalf of Jacob Zuma. He served as President of South Africa between 25
September 2008 and 9 May 2009, completing the second elected term of Mbeki who
was ousted during the ANC Polokwane Conference in 2008,

(http://connect.in.com/kgalema-motlanthe/biography-164381.html).
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He currently serves as both Deputy President of South Africa and as Deputy
President of the ruling political party, ANC, in both cases under the current president

and leader of the organisation, Jacob Zuma.

Zuma succeeded Montlanthe on 9 May 2009 in a presidential election held by the
South African National Assembly, following the 2009 general election which had
been won by the ANC. Despite his statements on HIV/AIDS in the past, Motlanthe, a
left-leaning intellectual, is today seen as a highly-skilled political operator and a key
figure behind the success of Jacob Zuma. (http://connect.in.com/kgalema-
motlanthe/biography-164381.html).

Motlanthe's great strength in the circumstances during his period of rule, according
to Myburgh (2008), is as a moderating influence within, and on, the new ANC.
Myburgh cites a profile by Fiona Forde (2008) in which she noted that there were a

few individuals within the ANC who remained critical about him:

"To them he is the silent but strong force that exudes calm in a moment of
panic - a man whose cool-headed outlook sees him through many a tough
time. His is the voice of reason they regularly turn to in the sometimes

disparate tripartite alliance. He is an intellectual of note, a comrade whose

door is always open."

Motlanthe’s biography, as stated above, gives an impression of a man of integrity
with moral values. It projects him as a ‘tried and tested’ leader, a public figure who is
committed not only to the cause of his own party, but to the country in general. As a
public figure, and a politician, Motlanthe is accountable to the general public, and his
private life is subject to public scrutiny. But to what extent does the media misuse its
freedom in invading the privacy of politicians in the name of ‘existing’ for the public

good? This is the focus of this study.
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Chapter 3

3. Theoretical Framework

As part of the theoretical framework that will guide the study, the following theories of
the press will be discussed: the authoritarian, the libertarian, the social responsibility

and the development theories.

3.1 The authoritarian theory

The authoritarian system has been most pervasive both historically and
geographically, that is, it is the oldest of the four theories. It is based on the
philosophy that the absolute power should rest in the hands of a monarch, a dictator,
the ruling church or aristocracy, (Siebert et al., 1956: 2 and Yin, 2008: 6).

Yin (2008: 6) argues that the goal of the media under such a system was to support
and advance the policies of the government so that it could achieve its objectives. In
this system, the individual exists to serve the needs of a higher order which is the
state or society. The media under such as system can be privately owned with the
approval of the state, but the control of the media is in the hands of the government
through licensing or legislation. All media have the support of the state and criticism

of government is not allowed.

While this theory appears to be unsuitable for democratic societies, the regression of
many nascent democracies into effective authoritarian government practices,
particularly on the African continent, suggests that government relationships with the

media indeed need to be illuminated against this model .

3.2 The libertarian theory

The libertarian theory, on the other hand, conceives that the state exists to serve the

needs of the people. The government that does not serve the needs of the people
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can be overthrown. The theory assumes that everyone has the right to seek and
know the truth and express their ideas and opinions. Under the libertarian system,
the government is not to be involved in controlling mass communication activities.
The media are owned privately and everyone has the right to own and operate the
media. This hold true for the South African media situation as the South African
media is privately owned, and interested individuals or groups are allowed to
established and own their media organisations. The only restrictions on media are
laws that are designed to protect the rights of individuals such as libel laws and
privacy laws. The libertarian media serve as a watchdog of the government, and
according to Cenite et al, (2008: 281) allow press freedom among its mostly
advertiser-supported commercial media, which compete for audiences and are

supposedly freer from government pressure than government-funded media.

According to Fourie (2007: 192) the libertarian theory views the media as a source of
information and platform for the expression of divergent opinions, informing people
about government affairs and other issues, and enable them to monitor their
government and form their own ideas about policy. In other words, the media should
be a ‘watchdog’, strive to report on issues accurately and fairly by making an effort to
present both sides of the story. Fourie argues that in a libertarian dispensation the
media should be free from government control and there must be a free market for

ideas and information.

According to Yin (2008: 6) the libertarian theory holds that man is rational and an
end in himself. The happiness and the well-being of the individual is the goal of
society. Siebert et al. (1963:51) argue that under the libertarian concept, the media
primarily fulfils two main functions — to entertain and inform. The state had no right

to influence information published by the media.

The public could digest and select information it deemed useful, (Siebert et al.
1963:51 and Biagi 2007:34). A key weakness in the concept, according to Biagi, is
the assumption that the media will not be influenced by other factors and that it will

only report the truth at all times, and divergent views can be heard.
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3.3 The social responsibility theory

The social responsibility theory developed from the libertarian theory and was first
developed in the twentieth century United States by the Hutchins Commission on
Freedom of the Press, which emphasised social responsibility of the press (Yin
2008: 7 and Biagi 2007: 347).

According to Yin and Biagi (2007:347) the social responsibility theory arises out of
the concern over media monopoly. In the most developed countries, a trend towards
media monopoly has been obvious since the 1960s, they argue. The typical pattern
of a multiplicity of small media units representing different political viewpoints as
conceived by the libertarian theory no longer holds. Siebert et al. (1956) already
argued that without multiplicity of media opinions, the audience has little choice in
the marketplace of ideas. In consequence, the social responsibility theory stipulates
that the near monopoly position of media imposes on them an obligation to be
socially responsible, to see that all sides are fairly presented and that the public has
enough information to decide. If the media do not take on such responsibilities

themselves, they risk the intervention of some public agency to enforce it.

The social responsibility theory, according to Siebert et al. (1956: 73) is a
modification of the libertarian theory in its emphasis on the protection of individual
rights against media monopoly through the media’s exercise of social responsibility,

and required the publishers to assume moral responsibility.

In the South African context of the political tensions that led to Motlanthe’s
presidency in 2008, this approach to media functions served to keep the population
updated about the intensifying tensions within the governing party. It may however
be argued that this is particularly difficult for pro-government media, and that, in the
increasing conflict, critical opinions on matters of public interest are easily
supplemented by any sensational information about even secondary matters in the
lives of the relevant political players where this is deemed to influence their efficiency
as political decision-makers. Similarly, during the presidency of Motlanthe, following
this tense period and alongside the much-debated rise to power of Jacob Zuma, the

media necessarily alerted the public in a similar manner.
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3.4 The Development theory

The concept of development journalism in Africa is caught in the historical revolution
of the theory of development communication. The development theory can be
postulated in three historical moments, each with its own basic assumptions (Banda
2007: 154). The first such moment, according to Banda, was the ‘modernisation’
paradigm. It dominated the period between 1945 to 1965 and stressed the transfer
of the technology and socio-political culture of modernity from the developed North to
the Third World. It was generally assumed that a nation became truly modern and
developed when it arrived at a point where it closely resembled Western industrial
nations in terms of political and economic behaviour and institutional attitudes
towards technology and innovation, and social and psychic mobility. The model is
characterised by three mechanisms for ‘modernising’ the ‘traditional society’: psycho-
sociological, institutional and technological. The ‘psycho-sociological mechanism
entail ‘empathy’, or the capacity to see oneself in the other fellow’s situation, which is

an indispensable skill for people moving out of traditional settings.

According Banda (2007: 155), there is a correlation between the expansion of
economic activity being equated with ‘development’ and a set of ‘modernising’
variables, chief among which are urbanisation, literacy, mass media use and
democratic participation. Recognisable within this view is the belief that the
interaction between literacy and mass media can adopt modernising values and
practices. Thus, the role of the mass media would be to create awareness of, and
interest in, the innovations espoused by change agents. Itis clear that this
mechanism was influenced to a large extent by the two-step model of media
influence, with the notion of ‘opinion leaders’ playing a key role in bringing about

modernisation practices among their fellow citizens.

Secondly, Banda (2007:155) asserts that the diffusion approach looks at mass
media as an ‘institutional’ nexus of modernising practices and institutions in society,
functioning as ‘watchdogs’, ‘policymaker’ and ‘teachers for change and
modernisation. This approach further holds that traditional societies would have to go

through a five-stage model of transition, from a traditional economy to a modern
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industrial complex: the traditional society, preconditions for take-off, take-off, drive to

maturity, and the age of high mass consumption.

Thirdly, Banda (2007: 155) argues that ‘technological’ advances would, according to
this model, assist the shift towards the modern society. Technology in and of itself is
thus treated as another driving force for development. It was seen as pivotal to the
growth of productive agricultural and industrial sectors, and therefore the transfer of
technical know-how from the developed North was deemed crucial for development

in Third World countries.

Supporting Banda’s view is Servaes (2009:50), who argues that the early phase of
development communication was marked by Lerner's modernisation paradigm, the
basic idea of which is that mass media and mass communication stimulate and
diffuse values and institutions that are favourable to achievement, innovation and

consumption.

The second historical moment is the dependency-dissociation paradigm. This
approach to development communication (and therefore development journalism) is
associated with the elevation of the aspirations of the newly independent nations of
the Third World from Western forms of modernisation (Banda 2007: 156, quoting
Servaes 2004, Servaes 1991, 2002). This orientation was a reflection of a broader
political agenda of ‘non-alignment’ espoused by the new states in Africa and Asia.
These nations, which shared the idea of independence from the superpowers,
formed Non-Aligned Nations. This movement, whose philosophy was to keep out of
the Cold War between the West and the then Soviet Union, played an important role

in the debate surrounding a new information and communication order.

According to Banda (2007: 156) the debate about the role of African media systems
in the flow of information between and among nations reached a crescendo with the
promulgation of a New World Information and Communication Order (NWICO) by the
United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).

Africans had long been dissatisfied with what they saw as a negative image of them
being projected by the major news agencies of the world. This was behind their cry
for a NWICO in the late 1970s. The NWICO was the information counterpart of the
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arguments put forth by Third World nations in the late 1970s for a New World

Economic Order.

Banda (2007) argues that in the late 1970s, UNESCO took up the debate on behalf
of the Third World. Within the heated political context of the time, the Pan-African
News Agency (PANA) was created in 1979 by the Organisation of African Unity
(OAU). PANA's aims were to let the voice of Africa be heard on the international

news scene.

Banda (2007) asserts that in the traditional dependency-dissociation, Nkrumah of
Ghana, Nyerere of Tanzania and Kaunda of Zambia espoused the ‘revolutionary
theory’ of the press. Nkrumah articulated this theory in 1963 during the Second
Conference of African Journalists. He argued that ‘the truly African revolutionary
press’ existed in order to ‘present and carry our revolutionary purpose’ and ‘establish
a progressive political and economic system upon our continent that will free men

from want and every form of injustice.

Banda (2007) argues that this ‘theory’ entailed greater state control of the media, a
departure from the private ownership of media evident during the colonial period.
Some nationalist leaders went so far as to articulate ‘philosophies’ to justify state
ownership of the media. For example, former Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda
propounded the philosophy of ‘humanism’ which subjected all major societal

institutions, including the media, to the custody of the state.

Banda (2007) argues that Kaunda maintains that, within the context of the
‘revolutionary press’ ideology, journalists and politicians alike saw the media as
forging national and continental unity, encouraging economic development, and
serving formal and social education, including adult literacy. Radio and television
sets were thus installed in schools and community centres, rather than in private
homes. Wilcox (1975: 24 in Banda 2007: 157) adds another dimension to the
colonial state broadcasting systems thus became instruments of this ‘revolutionary’
ideology. It is largely from this ideology, and its institutional manifestations, that
many activists for media freedom would like to extricate the modern-day equivalent

of state broadcasting.
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3.4.1 Development journalism

Following the participatory approach to development communication, Banda (2007:
158), quoting Kunczik (in Wimmer and Wolf, 2005) represents development
journalism as an intellectual enterprise in which the journalist should form a kind of
free intelligence, and should critically examine the aims of national development and
the applicable instruments in a rational discourse and solve them by reasonable
criteria free of social constraints. Accordingly, development journalism has the
following tasks: (i) to motivate the audience to actively cooperate in development;
and (ii) to defend the interests of those concerned. The credibility of journalism is
crucial for the success of the project. Journalism thus needs to be decentrally and
participatively structured to counteract the metropolis-trend in the various social

processes.

This view of a journalism that is socially and intellectually engaged is supported by
Shah (1996:146, in Banda 2007:158) who presents it as ‘emancipatory journalism’,
which he claims offers a ‘more complete and complex’ perspective on the
relationship between mass media and society in the context of the Third World. Itis
more complete because it provides a theoretical link between citizen’s access to
mass media and social change, and because it articulates a specific mechanism
through which journalists can participate in social change. It is more complex
because it incorporates principles of diversity and fluidity in the process of building
cultural identities and communities, and because it challenges journalistic practice by

abandoning the idea of objectivity.

3.4.2 Development news

Shah (in Banda 2007:159), following his ‘emancipatory journalism’ perspective, sees

development journalism as consisting of ‘news’ that

[...] should examine critically, evaluate and interpret the relevance of
development plans, projects, policies, problems, and issues. It should

indicate the disparities between plans and actual accomplishments, and
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include comparisons with how development is progressing in other countries
and regions. It also should provide contextual and background information
about the development process, discuss the impact of plans, projects,
policies, problems, and issues on people, and speculate about the future of
development. And development news should refer to the needs of the
people, which may vary from country to country or from region to region, but
generally include primary needs such as food, housing, employment;
secondary needs such as transportation, energy sources and electricity; and
tertiary needs such as cultural diversity, recognition and dignity (Wimmer &
Wolf 2005, in Banda 2007:159).

Shah’s hierarchical conceptualisation of ‘development news’, according to Banda,
seems to relegate some societal needs to the ‘tertiary’ level, in contradistinction to
what an increasingly less econometric view of development. For example, Amartya
Sen, Banda (2007:159) notes, sees the expansion of freedom both as the primary
end and primary meOans of development. Sen calls for ‘social development’ —
enhanced literacy, accessible and affordable health care, the empowerment of
women, and the free flow of information — as necessary precursors of the kind of
development most economists are concerned about, namely an increase in gross
national product, a rise in personal income, industrialisation, and technological

advancement.

It can be argued, therefore, that development journalism, following Sen’s
observation, should also focus on the extent to which ‘freedom’ (of conscience,
assembly, media, etc.) is actualised in the lives of citizens. This will clearly be a
departure from the ‘obedient’ kind of development journalism envisaged by post-
colonial elites in the Third World, but is a fuller expression of development
journalism.  This holistic approach to development is consistent with the ten
proposals of development journalism posited by Banda (2007: 160, quoting Galtung

and Vincent in Gunaratne, 1996):

Whenever there is a reference to development, development journalists should
try to make it concrete in terms of human beings. They should report on people
as subjects, actors and agents rather than as objects or victims with needs
deficit.
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Development journalism should focus on more than economics, because
all other factors — military power, political power, cultural power, etc — have
to do with development in some way or the other.

More economic growth data will never do without accompanying
dispersion data. In other words: development journalists must look at the
income of the bottom 50 per cent or 10 per cent, as well as of the top per
cent or 1 per cent.

Development journalism should focus on both differences and relations
within and between countries. For example, journalists should
substantiate the relationship between the rich and poor. How, for
example, does a wage freeze affect wage earners in relation to business
people?

Development journalism should focus on the totality of concrete life
situations — the rich, the middle class, the working class, the poor, the dirt
poor, etc. In other words, human life is rarely captured in black and white;
there are always shades of gray.

Development journalism should dwell on the dimension of democracy.
Investigative journalism, for example, can serve as an aspect of the
developmental role of the media.

Developmental journalism should sometimes engage in ‘constructive’
criticism’ highlighting success stories, where necessary.

Development journalism should allow people to talk. A useful approach is
for journalists to sit down with people from high to low, discussing the
meaning of development, thereby generating an enormous range of
visions as well as how-to insights.

Development journalism should sometimes let the people, more or less,
run the media. This means giving people some media control by, perhaps,
enabling them to produce their own programmes.

Development journalism lets people run more of society, and then reports
on what happens. In other words, development journalists should report
on people’s movement and organisations, on people’s struggles to

construct, deconstruct and reconstruct social meanings for themselves. In
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a sense, development journalism becomes a recording of human

existence in all its manifestations, (Banda 2007:160).

According to the development theory, the media is seen as important role in society
— that of forging national and continental unity, encouraging economic development,
and serving formal and social education. Many governments, including the South
African government, prefer a developmental role of journalism over a libertarian

press.
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Chapter 4

4. Research methodology

Chapter 2 sketched the legal backdrop to media functions in South Africa and gave a
background to Motlanthe’s appointment to the presidency. Chapter 3 outlines a
number of theoretical models to media functions in South Africa. In the following
chapters, the researcher will, firstly, conduct a content analysis of a sample of 30
articles from the three newspapers — Sunday Times, City Press and Mail and
Guardian, over the period, October 2008 to April 2009, looking at key concepts and
phrases used relating to Motlanthe as an individual. These will be identified, and
attached as Appendix A. Trends in reporting will be identified and analysed.
Secondly, the trends evident from this content analysis of media reporting will be
correlated against the media theories to identify models of how the media

understand their role.

For the content analysis, the researcher includes editorials, news articles and longer
articles that represent negative or positive reporting or case studies. Online articles
in the three newspapers — the Sunday Times, City Press and Mail and Guardian,
over the period October 2008 to April 2009, will be reviewed and analysed. These

sources are easily accessible, and will save time, travelling and photocopying costs.

Wimmer and Dominick (1997:229) assert that document study is the analysis of
documents, that is, any written materials that contain information about the
phenomenon for a study. According to these authors, one advantage of this
methodology is that it allows research on subjects to which the researcher does not

have physical access, thus cannot study by any other method.

The researcher does not exclude the possibility that the media may comment on
news events according to a normative model of media behaviour and possibly have
a motif for the possible intrusion into privacy, and therefore the authoritarian,
libertarian, social responsibility and developmental theories of media have been
chosen because they define media behaviour as either free or controlled, and

interpret aggressive journalism as an inherent part of the media landscape.
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According to Fourie (2007: 192), libertarian theory views the media as a source of
information and platform for the expression of divergent opinions, informing people
about government affairs and other issues, and enable them to monitor their
government and form their own ideas about policy. In other words, the media should
be a ‘watchdog’, strive to report on issues accurately and fairly by making an effort to
present both sides of the story. Fourie argues that in a libertarian dispensation, the
media should be free from government control and there must be a free market for

ideas and information.

Against this principal model, the freedom of the press and the invasion of privacy
can be analysed in the context of events that unfolded during the time President
Kgalema Motlanthe was at the helm of the country’s government. In the South
African context, however, the media are held to have a strong sense of social
responsibility due to the country’s recent emergence from an authoritarian system,
and at least a significant part of the population is sharply aware of the potential for
the government to revert to less democratic models of dominance. As mentioned
above, pre-democracy laws that permitted media control have not all been
summarily revoked, the governing party was undergoing a period of internal strain at
the time and would have preferred such news to be controlled. Lastly, it may be
argued that the developmental model might be favoured by a government in such a

context.

In addition, therefore, the researcher will analyse the media statements by the
African National Congress in view of a developmental theory approach to media
coverage. This model of media functioning presumes that the press has a
responsibility to support government for the implementation, and suggests that
government may pressurise the media to refrain from criticism, even to the extent of

silencing opposition, in the name of national development.
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Chapter 5

5. Analysis and findings

The researcher conducted a content analysis of 30 substantial articles of a length of
a page or more in the three newspapers. The content analysis of the news stories
focused on media reports about President Motlanthe during the time he was acting
as State President. The researcher focused on phrases, concepts or words that
suggested invasion of privacy; public interest and freedom of the press; and non-
adherence to the press code. In the analysis, the researcher has identified articles
that projected President Kgalema Motlanthe either positively of negatively, and
related these to issues of privacy or the media’s “watchdog” role as a principle of a

free press.

Newspapers analysed are the Sunday Time, City Press and Mail and Guardian, from
0October 2008 to April 2009.

Sunday Times

Positive coverage:

The story, “ Motlanthe: Stop slating Mbeki”, published by Wisani wa ka Ngobeni and
Moipane Malefane on (April 19, Sunday Times 2009:1), depicts a strong character
and good leadership qualities of President Kgalema Motlanthe as he was quoted
reprimanding the influential ANC leader Fikile Mbalula for attacking President Thabo
Mbeki in an open letter. According to the story, Motlanthe was the first leader in the
ANC to rebuke Mbalula for his action. Mbalula wrote that Mbeki allowed the ANC to
“stumble on the edge of an abyss, and decided to “spawn” COPE (Congress of the
people) after being defeated as ANC leader by Jacob Zuma at the Polokwane
conference in December 2007. Motlanthe reportedly said that Mbalula would have to

explain his attack to the party’s NEC.

In the story, President Kgalema Motlanthe is projected as a leader who was not
afraid to make an unpopular decision as long as it was in the interest of unity in the

party and the country. This suggests one of the good qualities of a leader.
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Charles Molele, (March 15, Sunday Times, 2009), publishes a story titled, “Motlanthe
warns of slowdown”, in which he projects President Kgalema Motlanthe as a leader
who is aware of an urgent situation in his country, and knows what could be done to
save the country’s economy. The story relates to Motlanthe’s address to a job
security conference of the National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa in
Johannesburg, where he highlighted the effects of the global economic crisis of
2009. He therefore reportedly urged union members to mobilise one another to play

a role in saving jobs and preparing to participate in the efforts to create decent work.

Here Motlanthe is projected as a leader with a vision — a crucial aspect of leadership
— as well taking the interests of both the immediate community and the country much
closer to his heart. The story reflects a socially responsible function of journalism,

imparting information to the community and motivating a nation to trust in a leader as

a result of his responsible approach to a problem situation.

Phumza Macanda (November 09, Sunday Times, 2008), publishes a story titled, “SA
will escape recession”, in which she also projects Motlanthe as a positive leader who
can instil confidence in other leaders and the public in general. Motlanthe is reported
to have stated boldly: “Our financial institutions have been tested; and they have
passed those tests with flying colours.” The reporting and the tone of the article
suggests hope to an audience that may well be pessimistic in view of an evolving
global crisis. In the article, Motlanthe is cited to dispel rumours of a crumbling South
African economy, and offers the audience the hope that the recession could be
controlled, given the challenging economic situation that faced the whole world. The

story credits Motlanthe for his motivational abilities.

Eusebius McKaiser (November 04, Sunday Times, 2009) published a story titled,
“Judge Cameron a surprisingly courageous choice”, in which he suggests that
Motlanthe is himself a courageous and surprising leader who could make unpopular
decisions as long as these are beneficial to the country. The author of the article
wrote: “This time, the surprise is a popular one — the richly symbolic appointment of

Judge Edwin Cameron to the Constitutional Court.”
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In the story, “Motlanthe appeals for unity at the funeral of ANC veteran and unionist”,
published by Victor Khupiso (January 04, Sunday Times, 2009), Motlanthe is
projected as a leader who advocates peace and unity. He is quoted urging
thousands of mourners at the funeral of ANC veteran Cleopas Madoda Nsibande in

Benoni to be united and vote in the general elections of 2009.

In a related article titled, “ President praises Ghana’s democratic poll”, published on
January 04, 2009 (Sunday Times, 2009), the author shows Motlanthe strengthening
relations with other African countries through his acknowledgment of Ghana’s newly
elected President, John Atta Mills. He is quoted as saying that Mills carried the
hopes for millions of Ghanians, the continent and the region. In this article,
Motlanthe is portrayed as a leader with foresight who takes interest in well-being of
other countries, as well as demonstrating an interest in building relations with other
countries. This also emphasises the African continental cohesion pursued by South
African politicians since 1994, as opposed to the segregationist politics of the

preceding centuries during colonialism and Apartheid.

Negative coverage

The story, “We've gone from a breath of fresh air to the same stale rhetoric”,
published by Mondli Makhanya (February 01, Sunday Times, 2009), portrays

Motlanthe negatively.

Although Makhanya starts his column by praising President Motlanthe for convening
a meeting with journalists and editors to share information and experiences in order
to smoothen working relations between government and the media, he, however,
sharply criticises Motlanthe, evoking both his alleged personal and political

weaknesses. He writes:

“On that October day, we met with a man we all felt we could work with and fight if
the need arose. Since then, a (brief) presidency that held so much promise has
unravelled into a great disappointment. Nocturnal matters aside, Motlanthe’s tenure
has been singularly unexciting and unimpressive. Even his address to the nation
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have been rote an uninspiring. The last time he said anything that moved a soul was
in his inaugural address.

“The reason for this is that Motlanthe took the “caretaker” part too literally. His
colleagues at Luthuli House had forced him into accepting the caretaker presidency
with the express understanding that he would just warm the bench and do as he was
told.

“But in not wanting to be his own man, he continued on some of the previous guy’s
bad path. He now finds himself a lonely man — with a party that is knifing him and a
society that is lukewarm towards him.”

In this article, Makhanya insults Motlanthe’s intelligence by insinuating that he was
being controlled by the ANC in Luthuli House, and as a President of the country had
little chance for own input . He therefore calls him a “bench-warmer” and “caretaker”
without direction and responsibility. He humoristically refers to the allegations on the
politician’s private life (“Nocturnal matters aside”) as more interesting than his
publicised political work. The article shows an irreverent attitude to a politician
lauded by the pro-government media as a solution to a political impasse, and the
author’s use of humoristic, degrading and defaming words echoes the

disappointment of the population .

In an editorial comment titled “Please lead, Mr President” (November 16, Sunday
Times 2008), the author attacks Motlanthe’s character, pointing to his weak
leadership. The author writes that Motlanthe is “easily bullied by former president
Thabo Mbeki’s quiet diplomacy” towards politicians in other SADC countries on the
one hand, and by factions within the ANC on the other. “It is a sign of weakness that
Motlanthe and his fellow SADC leaders have adopted Mbeki’s kid-glove approach to
Robert Mugabe.” In the article, Motlanthe is portrayed as a leader without an
initiative nor ability to think for himself. Again, as Makhanya has done above, the

author refers to him as a “bench-warmer”.

An editorial comment titled “Mr President, or just a puppet (December 14, 2008) has
elements of defamation or deliberately hurting an individual. The comment poses a

guestion on Motlanthe’s ability ‘to hold his own as president of the country without
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being beholden to the narrow interests of his party.” The author states that when
Motlanthe was appointed, the nation welcomed him as a sober, soft-spoken
reasonable man. The author further states, [...] ‘but we were deluded. The temporary
president turned out to be a puppet whose strings were being pulled by people of
much lower gravitas and moral standing than he.” The author further claims that
Pikoli, whom Motlanthe had fired as head of the National Prosecuting Authority, was
a “greater” South African than Mbeki, Motlanthe and Zuma, thus challenging the

president’s standing and credibility by suggesting a lack of political insight.

Firstly, the author questions Motlanthe’s ability to lead the country, and insinuates
that he had no own voice as president. That statement was subjective and
opinionated. Secondly, he refers to Motlanthe as a puppet, which is derogatory and
defamatory. A puppet is a personification of a non-living object inferred with
humanity by those who play with it. To call a person a puppet is dehumanising in

itself, and a politician is entirely discredited by such a suggestion.

Lastly, comparing the leaders amounted to inciting the audience to think negatively
about Motlanthe, which amounts to defamation. As a politician, Motlanthe has to
contend with such comments in the media if the media model is libertarian or follows
a social responsibility approach — however, in a developmental or authoritarian

model, this comment would be judged as harmful and probably not tolerated.

Jim Jones (November 16, Sunday Times, 2008) published a story “Motlanthe
cheerful but wrong” in which he depicts Motlanthe as a leader who does not readily
relate the whole truth about matters discussed. The story is a deliberate influence of
people’s perception of Motlanthe as Jones quotes Motlanthe assuring Parliament
that South Africa would stave off recession in 2009, and the National Treasury
dismissing the warnings that statistic that supports his assertion that the world
recession was not going to pass us by, ‘no matter what the politicians and state

functionaries might want us believe.’

As much as Jones could have incited the audience to think negatively about
Motlanthe, thus denting his reputation and defaming him, he attempted to provide

facts that supported his argument, and provided members of the public with factual
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information, by drawing up statistics to support his assertion. Good journalism is
about going beyond what you are told as a journalist so as to “feed” the public with
right information. Here Jones managed to impact knowledge and ideas to the

readership and proved to be “public watchdog”.

The story “Majali and the unpaid pigsty he left behind”, published by Megan Power
(December 21, Sunday Times, 2008), touches on the privacy of President Kalema
Motlanthe. The story is about an owner of a four-bedroom Sandown unit (in
Johannesburg) rented by Majali, for three years, securing a default judgment against
him for R124 000 in unpaid rent. In the story, Majali is associated with Motlanthe,
and it is further mentioned that Majali was a key figure in the collapsed sale of a
luxury Saxonworld home occupied by Motlanthe from July to November 2008, where

Motlanthe left damage estimated at R500 000 when he left the property.

True story or not, publication of all these embarrassing facts about an individual

amounts to invasion of privacy.

City Press
Positive coverage

In the editorial, “Why it's not all bad that SA is like a classic western film” (February
01, City Press, 2009), Motlanthe is praised as a leader who preaches unity, and has
achieved some successes despite his critics. The author wrote: “ In Motlanthe we
have a president who is continuing the search for peace on the continent through
diplomacy.” In the same article, the writer asserts that Motlanthe also silenced critics
who said he rubber-stamped decisions of Parliament by referring some bills —
including the Film and Broadcast Bill — back to Parliament for reconsideration. Here,
the author disputes reports that Motlanthe was taking orders from the ANC in Luthuli
House. He is portrayed as a leader who could stand his ground against peer

pressure.
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In the story, “Glipses of a gloomy future” (February 08, City Press, 2009), published
by Makhudu Sefara, Moffet Mofokeng and Sabelo Ndlangisa, following a state-of-
the-nation address, Motlanthe is projected positively as an honest leader who could

take the good with the bad. They write:

He humbled himself before Parliament and told the nation he understood the
transient nature of his administration, which he meant he deliberately did not
delve into the future. He correctly read the mood of doom in the country and

correctly chose the theme of the hope and resilience of South African society.

In an editorial comment, “Motlanthe manoeuvres well in restricted space”, relating to
the same state-of-the-nation address, published on 08 February (City Press, 2009),
the author states that media reports had indicated that the ANC in Luthuli House
“had him on a short leash” and had impressed upon him the need not to steal
president-in-waiting Jacob Zuma'’s thunder; that the “real” state-of-the-nation address
would come from Zuma after the election. The story portrays Motlanthe in positive

light, as a leader capable of changing and influencing the audience’s thought.

Fusi Motaung (City Press, 23 November, 2008), writes an article titled, “ Fear divides
comrades”, in defence of Motlanthe, following media reports highlighting an outcry
from the ANC regarding the air time Motlanthe received from the SABC as compared
to Zuma’s coverage. He wrote: “There was a time when Mbeki feared Zuma’s
popularity and that drove a wedge between them. Today the same malady is rearing
its ugly head. | do not see anything wrong with Motlanthe and how he is projected.”
Instead of slating Motlanthe, the author pointed at alleged imaginary insecurities that

are pervasive within the ANC.

In the story, “SA soccer’s Iron Lady hails Motlanthe’s change, published by S’busiso
Mseleku on (26 October, City Press, 2008), Motlanthe is praised by Natasha
Tsichlas for recognising the role played by women in sport — by adding more women
to the board of the South African Local Organising Committee for the 2010 Fifa
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World Cup. This projects his party, the ANC, and the government in good light as

the ANC-dominated government advocates women empowerment.

Mariechen Walder and Sabelo Ndlangisa, (November 09, City Press, 2008), publish
a story titled “President makes sure he will vote next year”, project Motlanthe as
accessible people’s person when he queued and joked with ordinary members of
community during a voter registration in Hatfield, Pretoria. This is important for a
leader of his stature as it breaks the barrier between the so-called “ivory tower”
leaders and the electorate.

Negative coverage

The story “Motlanthe vs Zuma”, published by Makhudu Sefara (City Press,
November 16, 2008), in which the author compares the SABC coverage of Motlanthe
to that of Jacob Zuma, has elements of incitement and creation of a negative
impression against Motlanthe. In the story, Sefaro stated that the ANC had
instructed the SABC to reduce its coverage of Motlanthe and stop projecting him in a
presidential role to the disadvantage of the party’s president, Jacob Zuma. He further

points to deep-seated divisions in the camp.

This has been denied by the ANC, with the party’s Secretary-General, Gwede
Mantashe, saying in the article that the ANC was not in a position to tell the SABC
which leaders to cover, because the party “was getting a raw deal” from the public
broadcaster anyway. In addition, City Press asked the head of the Media Monitoring
Project, William Bird, to evaluate how Motlanthe and Zuma were featured. In the
period of the survey, which was a Thursday to Saturday, Bird found that Zuma could

be “seen and heard speak” for 239 seconds as opposed to Motlanthe’s 61 seconds.

The story could incite average readers to adopt a negative attitude towards
Motlanthe, and further contribute to the rift between Motlanthe and his fellow
comrades. At this moment, there was speculation that Motlanthe will succeed Zuma
after the 2014 general elections — something that Zuma and his camp are alleged to
be uncomfortable with.
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In the story, “Motlanthe sure to be JZ’s deputy”, published by Sabelo Ndlangisa
(December 28, City Press, 2008), wrong or misleading information is disseminated.
Ndlangisa stated that although Motlanthe’s future in government looked secure, he
was under siege within his own party. The use of the word “under siege” could be an

exaggeration. Exaggeration forms part of sensationalist reporting.

Moffet Mofokeng and Sabelo Ndlangisa (January 18, City Press, 2008), published
the story “Blade’s out for Kgalema”, in which they mentioned an alleged vicious
power struggle that had erupted for the position of the country’s deputy president,
pitting ANC deputy president Kgalema Motlanthe against South African Communist

Party leader Blade Nzimande.

The story proved to be a rumour, with some of those quoted in it (Motlanthe,
Nzimande, Enoch Godongwana), dismissing it as such. According to the Press

Code, reporting of news should be truthful, accurate and fair.

The story, “Motlanthe feels the heat”, published by Sefara Makhudu on (January 25,
City Press, 2008), contains misleading information about Motlanthe. In the story,
Makhubu stated that President Kgalema Motlanthe would not be available to serve in
the cabinet that was expected to be led by ANC president Jacob Zuma after the
elections. The story appeared to be deliberate dissemination of false information to
create a climate of mistrust, as Motlanthe eventually took up the position of deputy

president after the 2009 elections.

The article, “Motlanthe can’t claim high ground”, published by Nokuthula Mthembu
(February 01, City Press, 2009), is a direct attack on the reputation of Motlanthe.
Making a reference to the exposure of Motlanthe’s affair with a young woman,
Mthembu said that Motlanthe was morally not infallible (“holier than thou”), and
accuses Motlanthe — the innocent voice of reason — of hiding his true (lack of)
morality. She also refers to Motlanthe as playboy, “even worse than Zuma”. This

relates to the media coverage of Zuma'’s sexual behaviour and the comparison
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signals that both leaders are failing their constituency through immoral behaviour.
The article appears to be exaggerated, is sarcastic and carries a lot of defamatory

message — an indication of infringement of privacy.

The story “Not impressed by our prez” published by Russia Magomani on 15
February 2009 (City Press, 2009) portrays Motlanthe as a leader without a vision. In
his state-of-the-nation address, Magomani argues that Motlanthe’s plan to mitigate

the effects of the global economic crisis were naive and inadequate.

Mail and Guardian
Positive coverage

The article, “The presidential love life and the public interest”, published by Guy
Berger (March 05, Mail and Guardian, 2009), comes to the defence of President
Kgalema Motlanthe regarding the publication of his love life by the media. He writes:
“Does this mean the love life of a politician, as distinct from fraud and bad debt, is
fair game for coverage?” He goes on to say that the young woman’s admission that
she had lied made a crucial mockery of the media’s claim of public interest in
publishing the story in the first place. “South African journalism ought to do better
than this.”

Ebrahim Harvey (February 20, Mail and Guardian, 2009), published the story
“Talking with Motlanthe”, portrays Motlanthe as a frank leader who is not ashamed or
afraid of talking about controversial issues, including those that relate to his private
life. This approach appears to allow for flexibility in the judgement of moral
behaviour by suggesting that a level of permissiveness is acceptable for a politician,
and indeed lends him credibility, especially in a society where extramarital sexuality,
if not socially sanctioned, ironically lends a positive image to the male perpetrator, as

the coverage of Zuma'’s affair and multiple marriages have shown.
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Negative coverage

The editorial comment titled “One love” (Mail and Guardian, January 30, 2009),
refers to Motlanthe as a “sugar daddy”, following his relationship with a 24-year-old
woman who fell pregnant with his child. The author further states that, according to a
group of South Africans canvassed, this was not considered a problem of credibility

or values.

The publication of these embarrassing facts and reference to a state president as a
sugar daddy appear defamatory, and making a moral generalisation based on a
small population was not appropriate. The author lends implicit sanction to the

extramarital affair by suggesting such public approval.

The story, “Motlanthe: ‘There is no struggle”, published by Ebrahim Harvey
(February 20, Mail and Guardian, 2009), refers to Motlanthe’s relationship with the
young woman, but appears to be rather neutral in its approach. In the story,
Motlanthe’s affair with the young woman is highlighted. Although the overall
approach to the story is neutral, highlighting this affair was somehow intended to

embarrass the president.

The story, “Big cheese’s squeeze”, published by Mmanaledi Mataboge (28 February,
Mail and Guardian, 2009), gives an account of an interview that the Mail and
Guardian held with President Kgalema Motlanthe’s girlfriend, Kelebogile Mmokwa.
Mataboge tried on best to explore the relationship, but Mmokwa did not co-operate
as the journalist would have liked. The only thing Mataboge could get as “evidence”
of the relationship was a picture, slightly out of focus, of Motlanthe and Mmokwa on

Mmokwa’s cell phone.

Sam Sole (February 16, Mail and Guardian, 2009), published an article titled “The
personal is political”, attacking Pallo Jordan of the ANC for defending President
Kgalema Motlanthe when the story of his love life broke. He wrote: “If a politician lies
to his wife, were are entitled to speculate about what else he might do. He further

notes that unsafe sex is the driver of HIV/Aids. Department of Health’s HIV/Aids
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programme includes a focus on sexual responsibility in the Abstain, Be Faithful,
Condomise campaign.” As much as the article is factual, it portrays Motlanthe as a

hypocrite.

Mandy Rossouw, (03 October, Mail and Guardian, 2008), published an article titled
“Reds moan about new Cabinet”, portraying Motlanthe as a leader who is sidelining
members of the South African Commust Party in his cabinet. The report is
sensationalist in nature as it goes on to suggest that the move heightened fears
among ANC president Jacob Zuma'’s left-wing supporters that they are being

marginalised.

5.1 Interpretation of the trends identified in content analysis in view

of legislation and regulation on the infringement of privacy
Sunday Times

The story, “We’ve gone from a breath of fresh air to the same stale rhetoric”,
published by Mondli Makhanya (February 01, Sunday Times, 2009), and editorial
comments, “Please lead, Mr President” (November 16, Sunday Times 2008) and
“Mr President, or just a puppet (December 14, Sunday Times 2008), do not seem to
adhere to the journalism principle of fairness. Makhanya insinuates that Motlanthe
was being controlled by the ANC in Luthuli House, and as a President of the country
had little chance for own input . He therefore calls him a “bench-warmer” and

“caretaker” without direction and responsibility.

The editorial comments attack Motlanthe’s character, to the point that he is even
called a puppet. The South African Press Code maintains that the Press shall be

obliged to report news truthfully, accurately and fairly.
City press

In the stories, “Motlanthe sure to be JZ's deputy”, published by Sabelo Ndlangisa
(December 28, City Press, 2008), and “Motlanthe feels the heat”, published by
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Sefara Makhudu on (January 25, City Press, 2008), contains misleading information

about Motlanthe.

Ndlangisa stated that although Motlanthe’s future in government looked secure, he
was under siege within his own party. The use of the word “under siege” could be an
exaggeration. Exaggeration forms part of sensationalist reporting. Makhubu stated
that President Kgalema Motlanthe would not be available to serve in the cabinet that
was expected to be led by ANC president Jacob Zuma after the 2009 elections. This
proved to be the opposite as Motlanthe became Deputy President after the 2009

elections.

According to the South African Press Code, news shall be presented in context in a
balanced manner, without any intentional or negligent departure from the facts
whether b distortion, exaggeration or misrepresentation, material omission or

summarisation, (Press Council 2007).

Mail and Guardian

The editorial comment titled “One love” (Mail and Guardian, January 30, 2009),
refers to Motlanthe as a “sugar daddy”, following his relationship with a 24-year-old
woman who fell pregnant with his child and the article “Motlanthe: ‘There is no
struggle™, published by Ebrahim Harvey on (February 20, Mail and Guardian, 2009),
both seem to infringe Motlanthe’s right to privacy. According to Lloyd et al. (2010:32)
Section 14 of the Constitution states that everyone has a right to privacy. However,

Motlanthe, as a public figure, is bound to have a level of his privacy compromised.

In any case, the publication of these embarrassing facts and reference to a state

president as a sugar daddy appear defamatory.

The story, “Big cheese’s squeeze”, published by Mmanaledi Mataboge (February 28,
Mail and Guardian, 2009), Mmokwa (Motlanthe’s girlfriend) did not co-operate as the
journalist would have liked. The only thing Mataboge (journalist) could get as
“evidence” of the relationship was a picture, slightly out of focus, of Motlanthe and
Mmokwa on Mmokwa'’s cell phone. No other side of the story except the picture

“evidence”. It could be argued therefore that the story was not balanced.
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5.2 Interpretations of the models of media functions

Jim Jones (November 16, Sunday Times, 2008) published a story “Motlanthe
cheerful but wrong” in which he depicts Motlanthe as a leader who does not readily

relate the whole truth about matters discussed.

Jones attempted to provide facts that supported his argument, and provided
members of the public with factual information, by drawing up statistics to support his
assertion. Good journalism is about going beyond the job description as a journalist
so as to “feed” the public correct information. Here Jones managed to impart
knowledge and ideas to the readership and proved to be a “public watchdog”. This is
the essence of the social responsibility theory and libertarian theories which
emphasise protection of the individual through the media’s exercise of social

responsibility, and required publishers to assume moral responsibility.

Jones’ article also draws on the libertarian theory which, according to Fourie (2007:
192) views the media as a source of information and platform for the expression of
divergent opinions, informing people about government affairs and other issues, and

enable them to monitor their government and form their ideas about policy.

In the editorial comment, “One Love”, (Mail and Guardian, 2009), the author draws
on both the libertarian and social responsibility theories. The article questions
Motlanthe’s commitment to the government’s programmes such as the HIV and Aids
awareness campaign while at the same time calls for his accountability to the

electorate and the implications of his actions.

In the story, “Motlanthe appeals for unity at the funeral of ANC veteran unionist”,
published by Victor Khupiso, (Sunday Times, 04 January, 2009), Khupiso wrote that
president Motlanthe called for ‘unity’ between South Africans and urged all citizens,
especially the youth, to vote in the 2009 elections. In this article, Khupiso
demonstrates elements of the development theory, which, according to Banda

(2007) interprets the media as forging national and continental unity, encouraging
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economic development, and serving formal and social education, including adult

literacy.

In another article, “SA soccer’s Iron Lady hails Motlanthe’s change”, published by
S’busiso Mseleku (City Press, 26 October, 2008) Motlanthe is depicted as leader
who champions development initiatives such as the empowerment of women when
he made a call for the increase of women representation in the male-dominated
2010 Fifa World cup Local Organising Committee. This kind of reporting is most

favoured by the ANC and other political parties or governments.

55



Chapter 6

6.Conclusion

The researcher, through an analysis of a selection of articles from three newspapers
— the Sunday Times, City Press, and Mail and Guardian — during Motlanthe’s period
of governance examined the extent to which the concept of the freedom of the press
in South Africa could have been misused, resulting in the infringement or threat to

the privacy of the individual.

The researcher focused on the representation of Kgalema Motlanthe in these
newspapers when he was president of South Africa between October 2008 and April
2009. Contrary to a popular opinion held by Motlanthe’s political party, the ANC, that
the South African media had a hidden agenda against the party, the analysis of this
sample of articles demonstrated that Motlanthe in actual fact received substantial
positive coverage from the media. This is further supported by the ANC itself when it
claimed, and later denied, that Motlanthe was covered more favourably than the
sitting president of the organisation, Jacob Zuma,

(http://www.trufm.co.za/blog/motlanthe-vs-zuma/).

During the period under investigation, (October 2008 to Apri 2009) in this sample
there were more positive than negative articles about Motlanthe, and even in those
that were considered negative, there was not concrete evidence suggesting that the
privacy of Motlanthe had been unjustly invaded. It could be argued that the
publication of information, private and public, was in the public interest. Motlanthe, as
a state president, was a public figure, and therefore bound to surrender a level or
degree of his privacy in view of the social responsibility and democratic participant
models of media functioning. The media was indeed playing its watchdog role and

rigorously reported on the first citizen.
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6.1 Suggestions for further research

Further research may include an inquiry into the possibility of achieving objectivity in
reporting on interim political leaders such as president Kgalema Motlanthe, given the

strains within the ruling party behind the temporary leadership.

Another aspect could be an analysis of coverage Motlanthe received in the media,

focusing on aspects of media ownership in influencing the news content.

Further research on the topic of this treatise might also include a comparison of
judgemental media coverage of Motlanthe's single reported infidelity and Jacob
Zuma'’s well publicised affair with an HIV-positive acquaintance prior to his ascent to
presidency, and his subsequent polygamous marriage to another lady, to investigate
the representation of male infidelity and promiscuity against the inherent valuation of

polygamous marriages in the media.
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Motlanthe: ‘Stop slating Mbeki’ - Mbalula under fire about open letter
to Thabo Mbeki
Wisani wa ka Ngobeni and Moipone Malefane Published:Apr 19, 2009

Silent: Thabo Mbeki-has yetto comment on the letter

President Kgalema Motlanthe has lashed out at ANC heavyweight Fikile
Mbalula for attacking former president Thabo Mbeki in an open letter
published this week.

Motlanthe spoke for the first time on Friday about what he described as
“unbecoming conduct” on the part of Mbalula.

The ANC deputy president is the first leader in the ruling party to come
out publicly to rebuke Mbalula — considered to be one of the most
powerful leaders in the party — for his open letter, in which he accuses
Mbeki of betraying the legacy of former president Nelson Mandela.

In his letter, Mbalula, who is a member of the national executive
committee and head of the party’s election campaign— claims Mbeki had
allowed the ANC to “stumble on the edge of an abyss”.

Mbalula claimed Mbeki had decided to “spawn” COPE after being defeated
as ANC leader by Jacob Zuma at the Polokwane conference in December 2007.

Mbeki has yet to respond to Mbalula’s ietter.

Speaking exclusively to the Sunday Times from Mahlamba Ndlopfu, the
presidential residence in Pretoria, Motlanthe said Mbalula would have to
explain his attack to the party’s NEC. He said he had not read the full
text of Mbalula’s letter and had not yet spoken to Mbalula about it.

‘I have been trying to muster enough courage to read it so that | can
talk to him about it. | did chat to the secretary-general (Gwede
Mantashe) about it to find out what could have triggered this, and he
was not clear,” Motlanthe said.



“I do not know what (Mantashe) has done or whether he has acted on that.
It is the secretary-general’s job to ensure that we all act and conduct
ourselves within the constitution of the ANC,” he said.

Motlanthe added that no member of the ANC had a right to criticise
another member in the way Mbalula had tackled Mbeki.

“l just have difficulties in any ... of the membership of the ANC (who)
decides to define any member of the ANC (as) outside the ranks of the

(party) without due processes. The ANC constitution is very clear on the
obligations and rights of each member.”

Motlanthe said as a “bona fide” ANC member, Mbeki deserved to be treated
fairly and with respect. “This is the least he deserves.”

Motlanthe said the practice of ANC members addressing each other through
open letters “needs to be nipped in the bud”.

“I just think it is unbecoming ... | do not think it is a healthy way of
either engaging or conversing as members... because you can foster
divisions in the organisation by doing that.”

He said he would talk to Mbalula to find out why “he thinks his letter
enhances the ANC’s image and chances in the elections’.

“We have said over and over again that we must not talk about other
parties, but we must talk about the manifesto of the ANC. | do not know
what his letter seeks to clarify in terms of the ANC election manifesto.”

Mbalula stuck to his guns yesterday, saying: “I remain firm in my views
expressed in the letter and | therefore neither require permission of

the ANC deputy president in advancing such views as a member of the ANC
nor expect him to agree with those views.

¥

“Itis rather disingenuous of comrade Motlanthe to suggest my actions
are un-ANC when Thabo Mbeki’s actions had all the hallmarks of
undermining the unity and integrity of the ANC, yet he never saw it fit
to call him to order,” Mbalula said.

Motlanthe also broke his silence on the controversial spy tapes, which
were instrumental in the National Prosecuting Authority dropping
corruption charges against Zuma.



Motlanthe revealed that the National Intelligence Agency had not briefed
him about the existence of the spy tapes, which implicate former

Scorpions head Leonard McCarthy and his former boss, Bulelani Ngcuka, in
a political conspiracy against Zuma.

Motlanthe said he had learned about the tapes on the day the NPA decided
to drop the charges against Zuma.

He added that although he — as president of the republic — is the
primary client of the NIA, he had not been consulted by the agency when
it decided to declassify the top-secret tapes.
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Egmggﬁaﬁg A submission by Advocate Vuyani Ngatwana and black cconomic empowerment a bad
reason, Mbekd lacked the courage to appoint bizarrely argued that Judge Cameron wesnot  name. Fortunataly, the Judictal Service

him 10 the Constifutional Court. an adequately transformational character, Commission, Motlanthe and Luthnli House did
%a@ggrgégag Npatwana's subraission was a velled attempt niot take the bait.

Hogan as minister of health, represeats a to ractalise the intment process. On the sobstance of his jodgments, as well

powerful break from Mbeki denialism. . Whilearguing that his wes notarace-based  as the human rights cases he took on as an
Judge Cameron pushes the boundary criticism of Judge Cameron, he nonetheless attorney, Judge Cameron's commitment to the

between maintaining neutrality as alegal hightighted the spurfous fact that his progressive realisation of human rights is

atbiter and courageously suspending : appointment would mean that a white judge - beyond dispute.
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PHUMZA MACANDA  Pysr ( * Mw : .
SOUTH Afriea’s economy will slow in 2008 9;, ‘ m.> ( ( H mmom\@@ HmowmmHObu

a wcmwz.ﬁcwmimw sector will stave off g

recession In the face of global financial tur- “We are not going to enter a recession, and  omy has averaged in the past four years,

moil, Prestdent mmmaz.s Motlanthe said. Indeed we expect our economic performance ?w‘czngo mwa BA wmcca he wsm_.& the

Mollanthe told :E,:E:mi on Friday that tohe better than that of many ofour peers,"he  worst of the crisis due to the health of the local

Souih Africans had to Jower their expectations  sald, sdding a multibillion-dollay infrastryc- financial sedtor. “Oyr financial institutions

mv_.)_mwozmrm_azm with other emerging markets.  uwe programme would help shore up the  have been tested; and they have passed those
We have had to lower our cxpectations too, eeonomy. The Treasury in October cul s lests with flying colours.” He said the gav-

not because our awn financial sector s tireat- growth forecast for 2008 1o 3.7%, falling to 3%  ernment and households should wateh spend-

ened, it is not,” he told legislators, uiext year, much slower than the 5% the econ-  ing n order to withstand the erisis.

mare power shortages. The nation suffered

Oﬁ m\s.ﬁ @ mm\ m volling blackouts in the first quarter of this
vear as Eskom struggled to meet demand.

“This summer will be a very difficult perfod

SA's households are currently under stratn when most of the malntenance will be un-
from high inflation and interest raies after  dertaken ... We urge all consumers, busi-

several years of strong growth that have
hoosted household rates of Indebtedness,

‘The ruling ANC 1s under pressure from its
leftist allies to increase spending on the poor
and scrap its conservative fiscal stance.

Motlanthe alse warned that SA could face

nesses and homes to be very carsful about
their use of electricity.” Eskom will spend
mare than {343-billion aver the next five years
to hoost capaclty. Analysts say the bill could
balloony by mere than R160-bifllon in the dif-
ficult global credit environment. -+ Reuters .
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Motlanthe appeals for unity at funeral of ANC veteran and unionist

VICTOR KiwPiSo PreD 69 )

PRESIDENY Kgalema: Mot
lanthe caded for “unity” be-
tween Sowth Africans from atl -

political parties and urged all -~ “We ‘are yathered here to

citizens, especlally the yonth, to  celebrate the life of a man who
register to wole in this-years . would have easily. held a
general eleptions. ; position I the organisation but

Addressing  thucsands  of never wanted to be elected.

Instead, he chose 1o remain a
servant of the people.”

moeumers erday at the fu-
neral of ANC veleran Cleopas

lieved in peace and had told him,

- ‘while on a visit to ANC head-
quarters before his death 10 -

days ago at the age of 81, that
there had 1o be unity between
his countrymen.

And those sitting in the front
row of Benoni City Hall — in-
cluding Motlanthe, Thabo and
Zanele Mbek, Inkatha Preedom
Party leader Mangosuthu

tashe — put on 4 show of unity
for his funeral Mbekd and Mot~
lanthe shook hands before pro-
ceedings got under way.

Nsibande, 3 textile trade

.unjonist and founder member of .

the Congress. of South African
Trade Unions, was an ANC
member for more than 60 years

and a close friend and confidant

© of Oliver Tambo,
: He was one of the organisers

of the Congress of the People
in Kliptown and ane of the 1956
treason - trialists, along with
Chief Albert Luthuli and Nedson
Mandela,

Naihande is survived by his
wife, Sarah, four children, 11
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.
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GCiS Communication Centre: Sunday Timaes: January 04, 2009

7 .
JOH? Atta-Millg's election ug

Ghana's president carried with
ft hape for millions of Gha.
wiups, the continet aed the
reglon, President Kgalemn
Motlanthe sald yesterday.
“South Africa reaffirms its
commitment to work together

with yau, for the poiitiest ani-
ty and integration of the
Afrtean continent within the
framework of the - African
Unlon end through our sup-

part for Nepad, aa
AL institutions.”
sufd,

He sald the election, which
commenced on December 28,

o' a8 the

President praises Ghana’s democratic poll

bare teetimony (o Ghana's re-

spect for democracy.
“In this regard, our congrat-
ulations aiso go to the people

of Ghana who have, through

v

the bailot paper, showed their

upyreclaciun for democracy.
South Africa looks forward

to the consolidation

and -

strengthening of bilateral po- .

-litdeal, economic and trade re-
- latlons between our two coun- !
tries,” Modanthe sald. — Sapa -




GCIS Communication Centre: Sunday Times: November 16, 2008

Sunday Times
Established 1906 |
Please lead,
Mr President

RESIDENT Kgalema Motlanthe has a mere six
months to prove that he ig firmly in charge of a

clean administration that curries no favour with
O cronies and holdg ng cgurt :ith despots, |
ver the past few weeks he has s ownR worrying s of
weak lead iF. easily bullled By former P&:stfa'én abo™
Mbeki’s ;;uietd lomacy fellow travellers TA SADC or the—
ong hand, and by factlons within the ANC on the other.
/1t 18 & 3ign of weakness that Motlanthe and his tellow
SADC leaders have adopted Mbeki’'s.kid-glove a; proach to
Robert Mugabe. Instead of pressing the wily dictator to
accept the last legitimate election resull, which the
opposition MDC won, and engage in genuine power
sharing, they have put the squeeze on MDC leader Morgan
svangirat to share the Home Alfairs portfolia. This allows —
Mugabe to maintain his steely grip on the security and
intelligence forces that bratally harassed MDC mombers,

This mollycoddling approach to the ageing dictator is not
Just disappolnting, but a gross betrayal of the Zimbabwean
electorate who voted for a chan ¢ of government,
d_%ls,a sign of weakness that Motlanthe caved In{o the

cands of hardline leftists in Jacob Zuma’s inner circle
when he reneged on his decision Lo appoint former Eastern
Cape MEC for finance Enoch Godongwana to be deputy
finance minister, Motlanthe had told Godongwana he wag
in line for the fob, hut, because Zuma's left-wing coherts
argued that Godongwana was too close to the “neo-liberal”
Trevor Manuel, Motlanthe relented,

It Is also 4 sign of weakness that Motlanthe has remained
silent on the dubious dealings of correctional services
minister Ngeonde Balfour. Parlament’s ethics committes
has let Baugour off the hook in'the face of allegations that he
acquired one of his luxury 4x4 vehicles by corrupt means.

. The committee and Balfour himselfh
the source of the more than R700 000 that was paid towards
settling one of the minister’s cars, nor have they requested
ot seen Balfour’s hank statements that would prove
whether he paid for the car himself,

While there is nothing wrong in clearing Balfour, if
indeed his car purchases are above board, the ethicg
committee ig axpeotod to hold parllamantartans (5 account
by rigorous investigation of any allegation of corruption or
wrongdoing, - S .

Equally questionable is the fact that Balfour managed to
getrid of the man who blew the whistle on him, his former
correctional services divector-general, while Motlanthe
was atgro;gji igh .  the Bt h& =h

Motlanthe might not want to roc the boat as hedg ruling
91 BOrToWed e rat--4s pmmé o hif to place the
Inferesis o tRE ToURLrY above those'of his party and
mernbers of bis cabinet, - .

South Africans have a lot of faith and confidence in
Motlanthe, He has brought grovitasanda human. fage to
the Unton Bulldings. He should not let the country down,
by behaving like a mare bench-warmer, They wani him

e



GCIS Communication Centre: Sunday Times: December 14, 2008

Mr President, or
just a puppet?

HE jury was oul on whithier Hedloma dMotantng
! could hold his own as president of the republic
. without heing beholden ta the narrow interestsof,
hig party, G :

This week, when he fired Nationai’l:gysecutin Authovity
chief Vusi Pikoli, who is a fine Southitirican, he astcally
toid us as a nation that our high expectations of him were
misplaced: A AL e wasustoneot g gang o

“t “mongers who bully their way througino Fbody T
“potitie; akiisiig the powermmmmmm&gp& )
~- e Motlantie Wasappo tedsthe natlon-welctnied™
ftitn - that dober, soft-spoken, reasonable man— as a brief
respite from the Machiavellian shenanigans of Thabo Mbe-
ki and the duplicity of that dancing populist Jacob Zuma,
We expected our short-term president to bring common
sense to our national dialogue and place ths people of this
republic above petly party politics. Many in thé country, +
nctuding some in the senior ranks of the ANC, publicly
hoped that sense would prevail and Matlanthe be allowed
to continue beyond next year'gelections. S
But we were deluded, The temporary president turned
out to be fhe puppet whose strings were beinig pulled by
OIS bf fuuch [ower gravitas and moral standing than he.
AN Zuma afd his crew?é Jssurances-ahoutréspectforthe. - N
independénce of institutions have come to nought. ’
By firing the man who Frene Ginwalain herreport . :
described as %, & person of unimpeuchable Integrity and
credibility”, Motlanthe has paved the way for the .
zxpmmmnmu&pﬁV as NPA head. One whowililet
Zuma, and the:host o Tﬁa‘hh-levei “arruption suspects who
Pikoli and the Scorplons had implicated; off the hook.
Ginwala alded and abetted Motlanthe by curiously
finding Pikoll guilty of insensitivity to national security
interests when he did'not accede to Mbgkl's request to
delay the arrest of Police Commissioner Jackie Selebi,
It Is clear that Ptkoll served the security interests of us;
the people of this nation, when he decided to arvest Selebi,
the police chief who — by his own admission - consorted
with shady Mafia bosses and drug dealers, -
Pikoli’s decisfon was vindicated by an independent
panel set up by the acting national divéctor of public
prosecutions; Mokoted] Mpshe, who subsequently charged
Selebi. The arrest posed absolutely no threat to national
seeurity. ‘The men and women in blue did not.risein
protest, It was business a3 usual in the war against erime,
with good policemen and women gruaily volteved that he
was off tha beat. - . Lo
Pikoll'is a man of honour and integrity who has served
the greater good of our countiry. He refused tobe bought
off by golden handshakes affered to him by both the Mbekt
ind Motianthe administrations. He g a greater South’
Afpfenn than Mbeki, Motlanthe and’ Zuma. . .
T T RIS BERAVIONT ARG OndIe tAt We find the valucs
and principtes that our constitution aspires. 1o,
Now if anly we could {Ind lzaders who possess and value
the courage, nonour and infegrity found in civil sérvants
. ond ordinary South Africans like Vust Pikolt
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Motlanthe warns of slowdown Page 1 of 2

Times Motlanthe warns of slowdown

® o Sputh African economic g 2009 and 2010 is likely to be lower than previously &

se t

Cy

crisis, President Kgalema lanthe sald vesterday.Union members re

on economy NewsZ4Reauters - Weekend Postall 26 news articles +

The Times, Sat, 14 Mar 2008 22:26:57 GMT

http://www.pressbrowser.com/days/en_za 20090315/topnews/76412.htm 1/25/2012
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Falling commodity exports to knock SA revenue, writes Jim Jones

Motlanthe cheerful but wrong

HO dare one belleve? On the one side we
have Prestdent Kgalema Motlanthe as-
suring parliament that South Africa will
stave off recession next year and the
easury dismissing the warning by ratings agency

7 its consereative sconomic paiddies.
On the other side of the argument we have the real
world of industry, trade, finance and business. We
have a world in w¥uch congumers across the globe are
pulling in thelr horns and avelding purchases of cars
and consumer durables,

So, what is the likely outlook for South Afriea?

The signs are already there, loud and clear, The

country is going to strugg\e — well, at least s faFAg "

CPOTTY and Tocaluyi and processed primary
materials are concerned. ArcelorMittal has already
announced 30% production cutbacks at its local steel.
making plants, in line with those at its facilities
worldwide. Demand for {lat steel from motor man-
ufacturers and from makers of white goeds has
tumbled and seems sot to remaln low
no matter what economie stimull are
{mplemented by governments around
the globe.

Let’s be realistic. Consumers in

‘It's a reflection
of the speed and

S

4

Brazilian {ron-ore major Vale has announced cut-
backs that will reduce {13 exports by more than 10% —
in fact the cut will be more like 20-30% — Inresponse to
fower Chinese demand. Across fn Australia, Rio Tinto
has done the same while the third-largest producer,

niext year, while Mount Gibsen hes done the same in
response to demands by Chinese steel mills for delays
to contractual deliveries. Here in SA, Kumba says that
it has no cutback plans and that exports are helped by
the fact its fren ore ls better Txality than that from
Brazil and Australia. Wonderful? Maybe. But Valeand
Rio have both said that they are reducing production
and sales of poorer-quality ores, so their belter ore
will be competing with Kumba’s.

Fact is that current fron-ore contract prices will not
be repeated in 2008 — prices were driven into the
stratosphere during the last round of price nego-
tations. But this round has been put on hold by
Japanese stee] mills that are unwilling to negotiate
until the world‘s2 economic situation becomes more
clear,

These cutbacks and threatened
price reductlons come at theend of a
year {n which record prices were be-
ing achieved for fron ore, a year in

developed economnies have had some which Rie Tinto and others an-
tremendous shocks — job losses, the threatened nounced record sales tonnagés and
credit crunch and an abrupt end to the depth of the less than six months since Kumba and
free-spending days. And even if in- Transnet announced a 13-million-ton
terest rates overseas are slashed fur- decﬁne ' expansion of the annual capacity of

ther, will they refurn to their prof-
lgate ways? “Not lkely” is probabt
the correct answer. Households will probably be
doing whatever they can to reduce debt, not taking on
more. And people who still have Jobs will be trimming
thelr sails for fear of anding up in the dole queues,

Consumer spending in developing nattons, which
was gupposed to prop up the world cconomy, ig
looking Increasingly problematic, India is projecting
sharp declines (20% Lo 30%) in exports over the next few
months and domestic demand fragility Is underscored
by the latest announcement that motor maker Honda
is putting plans for a second Indian plant on ice.

And China? fts plans for aw economic stimulus -

package appear to have beén hurriedly cobbled to-
gether with insuffictent congideration.

To make sense of prospects, then, we need to
consider what is happening in the real world and how
that will affeet South Afries.

T4

the Sishen-Saldanha rail line and ex-

port facility to 60 milliontona, It'salla
reflection of the speed and threatened depth of the
economic decline.

The lron-ore producers’ travalls are echoed by
those of the ferro-chrome producers. Al a recent
conference, Samancor warned that production cut-
backd of as much ag 80% could be negded to prevent a
collapse in prices, [n any event, Samancor i3 already
operating at 30% capacity, this past.week Xatrata-
Merafe announced a 30% cuthack to an'annual rate of
some 1.2 million tons, Hernic is just about holding off
clitting by 30%-40% until December and the smaller
TFM 18 cutting by 40%. All of which, according to some
industry analysts, is unlikely to prevent ferro-chrome
prices halving from their Buropean $2/Ib benchmark
in this year’s third quarter to $1/1b by early nexi year.

Don't let’s fool ourselves, the strength of the na-
tion’s banks that Motlanthe reckoned wilf help urotegt
as from recession is cnly one side of the coln. Just
haged on fron ore and ferro-chrome alone, the ¢oun-
try's exports could slide by Re0-billion or more next
year — that's equivalent to losing an entire monti's
axports, prohably more.

We shall be saving on the cost of oil imports and,
possibly, South Africans will be curbing their ap-
petites for slectronic gizmos and flashy imported cars.

pe—

3o 'while the export side of cur trade balancs decline
sharply, 50, oo, should the import side. ¢ dectines
But how many jobs will be lost as our uport
processing base shrinks and a3 volumes moving both
ways through our ports and b urs decline? Agaln,

dort et us kid nurselves. the world’s rocessto
don il ki selves: th & rogession 18 not
. BOINg 10 BASE 5 By FU Battar Wit tho polittelans aid—

VETHRTTT

S MU WART I Vs ae Bttave
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Motlanthe manoeuvres
well in restricted space

T 09,
VERY little was expected from

Friday's state of the nation
address by President Kgalema
Motlanthe. After all, he s mere-
ly a caretaker president.
Medla reports had indicated
that the ANC bosses at Luthuli
House had him on a short leash
and had impressed upon him
the need not to steal president.
in-walting Jacob Zuma’s thun-
der; that the “real” state of the
nation address would come
from Zuma after the election.
Still, a nation expected its
president to acknowledge that
it is gripped by anxiety on
many fronts, Politically, the
infighting in the ruling party
after its December 2007 Polok-
wane conference has had a
profound effect on the nation’s
psyche. Service provision has
ground to a halt {n many parts
of the country as too much is
being postponed until the new
administration takes over.
1t is in that context that we
were disappointed that Motlan.
the cliose not to announce the
election date on Friday, The
reason he put forward - this
waekend's voter registration
drive — was not convincing.
It may be argued that know-
ing when the election is going
to be could have galvanised
many who have not registered,
thinking there is still time.
Economically, South Africa
has not heen Immuns from the
global creditcrunch. Many sec-
tors are shedding jobs, render-
ing thousands of families desti-
tute as breadwinners are laid
off. Those fortunate enough to
still have jobs arve finding it
harder and harder to hold entoe
thelr homes and cars, with in-

terest rates being so high, and
are struggling to make ends
meet while prices of food and
transport remain sky-high.

Motlanthe pointed out that
South Africa had not been as
severely affectad as many other
countries. To his eredit, he did
acknowledge the Mbekiadmin-
istration’s fiscal policies,

Motlanthe pledged that an
ANC government would spend
R890 billion in the next three
vears to reduce poverty and in-
crease smployment.. We would
iike to know where the money
will come from, and that to fi-
nance social grants from birth
to death, as promised in the
ANC manifesto,

The reality is that at 12.5 mil-
lion, the number of recipients
of sacial grants is more than
double that of personal taxpay-
#rs, who make up a wmere
five milllon ~ a number that i
shrinking daily.

Motlanthe acknowledged
that crime and corruption con-
tinue to preoceupy the nation,
but provided no soiutions.

Opposition partles charged
that Motlanthe’s address was
just elactioneering for the
ANC. Amoresympathetic view
would be that he tried to do the
best with the little'spuce avalla:
ble to him. ’

And by paying tribute to the
Black Consciousness genera-
tion - which ineludes Mosiuoa
Lekota, thé leader of the Con-
gress of the People - that found-
od the South African Students’
Organisation’ (Saso) in 1968,
Motlanthe showed that he isa
bigger man than the harness
his party masters are so intont
on vestricting him with,
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fee”, itis perhaps this lackofdetail, in addi-
tionto the internal ANCcontests fora post-
Jacob Zuma administration, that cause
confusion rather than give hope.

He took a stab at capitalism’s shortcoms
ings but found the helplessnesy broughton
by the problem disarming. .

“We cafi decry the greed, the short-tor-
mismand the carelessness of managers of
Lig corporations which precipitated the

ernments which took their eyes off the ball
and allowed the rapacious licenca of un.
regulated markets to wreak havoe on i
nanclal systems, We can do all this and we
willbe perfectly justified,” said Motlanthe,
His point was that while justified, con.
demnation will not 3ave jobs being shed,
for example, in the miningand motor man-
facturing sectors of

& 5 = 274
fwans raduced production athome, which
means less hours or fewer days at work

fortheemployedand perhapslesser chane-
as of getting employed for those waiting
at street corners for any sort of job.

But Motlanthe the pragmatist also
emerged during his address,

While he electioneered, punting the
ANC's achievements since the dawn of de-
mocracy, telling the populace it is in good
hands with the ANC, Motlanthe also, tothe
visible disappointment of some ministers,
wagged a finger at lingering problems and
delivery vottlenecks.

Motlanthe did his bit for [ athuli House,
which faces a difficult election following
the emergence of the Congress of the Peo-
ple from within the ANC's womb, by high-
tighting the ANC government’s successes.

While debunking the spectre of one-line
Alds/HIV statements of former president
Mbeki by talking frankly to South Afri.
cans on antiretrovirals and pravention
plans, Motlanthe also ralked of impedi-
ments broughtonby the negativeattitudes

of heaith workers and poor managemaent
of health facitities.

While Motlanthe talked of an improve-
ment in the mathematics pass rate and al-
most universal access to primary educa-

tion, he vaised a finger at the perslstonce ¢

of teacher capacity problems in areas
where capacity s what is required to
“break the cycle of poverty”,
Agriculture Minister Ligu Xingwana
moved her eyes away from Motlanthe
when he said: “We should of COUrse ac-
knowledge that the land redistribution
Programing as well a8 post-settiement Fup-
port eauld have been handled faster and
better,” Contral to his messgage was that
as a nation we had come far, and the road
anead ~ even if a bit tortuous - s nothing
like what has besn overcome.
Motlanthe also pralsed Mosiuca Lekota
as a struggle here, mentioned alongside
Black Consciousness icons Steve Biks,
Unkgopotse Tiro, Harry Nengwekhulu,

7e

String Moodley and Mapetia Mohapt.
An ANC member sajd afterwards that

others would simply have used this as an
opportunity to castigate and condemn,
“Inaway he was saying you contributed
to the struggle and we acknowledge that.
We believe you are lost, but that does not
take away your credentials in the tibera.
tion movement,” said the ANC member,
Theattack on Lekota indeed came, albeit

about atfirmative action being racist and
unconstitutional, Motlanthe offered politj-
cal edocation: “In reality, a country that
does not ensure the involvement of a1} its
bopulation at all levels of economic activi.
ty is certainly golng to perform well below
its actual potential,” he satd,

He did not have tg mention Lekota by

name, but all in attendance knew who the
attack was aimed at.

Motlanthe also correctly pointed a fin-
ger at the private sector's lackadaisical at-
titude to transformation, in particular the
implementation of the Employment Equi-
ty Act, saying this attitude made oureount-
try “a laggard in the high-growth stakes”.

Those in search of hope were, howaver,
feft wondering at what Motlanthe suggest-
ed should be done to corroct the anomaly
without committing the incoming admin.
istration to a predetermined programime,

Motlanthe walked an unfamiliar tight-
rope. Hedid it with skill and guile. Perhaps
clitumstances conspired against him and
thus denied us his vision.

The temptation to say “doi't despair” in
the current political environment is high,
the temptation to find s0lacs n the past
is overbearing too, but it is % glimpse into
a betler tomorrow that in the and always
provides the most uplifting hope,

m
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Motlanthe condemns Israel
- s for

AN Intermatfonal-rolations expott
expressed surprise that President
Kgaloma Motlanthe added his signa-
ture, in his capaclty as president of
the republic, to & medla campaign
condsmning Israel.

The campalgn features a petition
signed by prominent South Africans
and  organisations condemning
Israel, which they refertoasan apart-
heid state In the Middle East.

Siphamandla Zond{ of the Institute
for Global Dialogue sald it was "not
diplomatically wise” for Motlanthe

to assoctato himself with the cam-
paign In his capacity as president of
the republie, -

“The business of governing re-
quires that a person balance their
own strong views about a particalar
country with the need to maintain
some kind of relatlonship with that
country,” he said,

Zondisaid Motlanthe’s association
with the petition would not go down
well with Israel and could strain dip-
lomatic relations between the two
countries,

“The state of (srael
might decide to recip-
rocate and that would
most likely lhurt our
business interests in
Israol,” he said.

Presidential spokes-
person Thabo Muasebe
satd: "Wedon'tseeany
problem wlth people

£, saying this {ssue of the
Middle East needs to
be resolved.” - Staif
Reporter

77



GCIS Communicalion Centre: City Press: February 08, 2009

e

GLIMPSES OF A GLOOMY FUTURE

As President Kgalema
Motlonthe addressed the
pestion on Friday,
MAKHUDU SEFARA,
MOFFET MOFOKENG
and SABELO
NDLANGISA found that
Speine o =
nghtrope with skifi but
failed 1o provice he
requisite hope to it the
moad of the county

S PCL\ ‘PO\
T may not have been intended but
President Kgalema Motlanthe's
comments in jest about lowering
the male age of eligibility for pen-
sion to 80 could have been a seri-
ous hint about the political future,

ar
18 yoar, §

$ince [ am urning
be retiring,” he said.

Most members of Parliament laughed
notonly becausathey saw theironyasrele-
vantto the drama unfolding in Motlanthe's
political and personal life but perhaps
because many of them are way past the
new retirement mark.

Motlanthe humbled himself before Par-
Hament and told the nation he understood
the transient nature of his administration,

which meant he deliberatsly did not delve

into the future. He also correctly read the
mood of doom in the country and correctly
chose the theme of the hope and resilience
of South African soclety.

He talked of democracy-supporting in-
stitutions that had been “tested in the re-
cent past” - a not-gso-direct reference to the
judiciary - and asswred the nation that
“every one of them has passed the test to
reveal a democracy that is exceptionally
resilient”. He talked of a people refusing
“to he cowed by setbacks and hardships”

In the end Motlanthe ran short of giving |
the country the requisite ingpiration, per-

haps hamstrung by the looming election.

With his left hand cupped by the right,
or his fingers aimlessly playing around-
with his unbound spesch, Motlanthe of-
fered a tepid menu of ideas on what must
underpin this hankering for new hope.

In desperation he looked at Bafana Bafa-
na’sfive consecutive victortes, hoping that
the soccer team was gearing itself for
“above-expectation performances”. But
the recent victories of the ericket and rug-
hy teams gave genuine tresh hope.

Politically Motlanthe was in an unenvi-
abie position. Appointed {ive months ago
to finish off a term presided over by Thaho
Mbeki ~ a term the tone and texture of
which he might not have agreed with -~
there was little room for him to stamp his
mark or make his signature statement.

‘The fact that he caught the term at its
-ond and that thers are no guarantees

TR A 358 sl AN STy
might say ali guns are out for him, means
that Motlanthe was unable to take the
country on a journey of what is to come.
A journey that would lift society at large
outof generaldoom inthe same way Mbeki
promised a “business unusual” approach
for the ‘apex priorities” he had identified.

Still, there were expectations that
Motlanthe's speech, given the dark clouds
gathering around him, would provide
light by showing that the current adminis-
tration was not clusless on how to attend
to some of the country’s pressing challeng-
es at this stage.

Motlanthe dangled, for example, the
R690-billion sconomicstimulus package to
help our country survive what he termed
the “headwinds of economic turbulence”
that have aifected the globe. While this
package was supposed to oXcite, many
were left wondering who would finance it.

Motlanthe said “creative ways” to ralse
funds from “finance institutions and loan
finance from International agencies s
well ag partmership with the private sector
and utilisation of funds controlled by
workers like pension funds” would be
looked at.

When Inkatha Freedom Party leader
Mangosuthu Buthelezi says Motlanthe’s
speech was “wishy-washy” and shows that
it was made by "a man walking on thin

r,a
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SA soccer’s Iron Lady

hails Motlanthe’s change

$'BUSISO MSELEKY, &
L

v ALY G Fils Word Cup
Loeal Organising Committee (L.OC)
board member, Natasha Tsichlas,
has praised President Kgalema
Muotlanthe for adding more women to
the structure,

The new additions are Safety and
Security Minister Susan Shabangu
and Deputy Foreign Affairs Min ister
Sue van der Merwae,

Thisbringsto four thetotal of worm.
on on the 20-member board . The oth-
oI member is Forelgn Affairs Minis-
ter Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma.

Government has most women rep-
resentatives on the board with three,
while factball, that has a totalofeight
members, has only one women in
Tsichlas while there are none from
the business world,

The current board consists of
Motefi Oliphant, Irvin Khoza, Ray.
mond Hack, Kenneth Lebenya, Mu-
barak Mohamed, Kaizer Motaung
and Tsichlas from football,

Governmont i repregsented by
ministers Makhenkesi Sto-
file, Jefr Radebe,

Sicelo Shiceka, Sue
van der Merwe,
Charles Ngakula

and Dlamini
Zuma,
The future of K-

30p Pahad, Jahu

-

Molekett and
e g nniy ven
resignations from the cabinet.

Zwelinzima Vavi is the sole repre.
sentative of the labour sector,

“I am really proud of our presi.
dent,” Tslchlas told City Press on Fri-
day. “We need Mors women to be in.
volved in the structures that are pre-
paring for the 2010 World Cup.”

She satd women were usually very
good at organising and setting up
logistical structures,

“When you have an event as big as
the World Cup, you surely need the
input of women,” she sajd.

Tsichlas, dubbed SA socecer’s Iron
Lady and who i involved at different
levelsoffoothall administration from
the Promier Soccer League (PSL),
South African Football Assaciation
(Safa), Confederation of African
Faotball (Caf) to the Federation of In.
ternational  Foothall Assgociations
(Fifa), said she was pleased with her
contribution to soceer development,

“What pleases me the most {s the
fact that I got invelved when there
wasstllnomoney in foothall. For me,
it has been like being tnvolved when
atree is planted, watching it grow
leaves and oventually bear fruit,” she
sald She urged womentoroll upthelr
sleeves and work hard

“lurgeall women to take the initia-
tive and don’t wait to act only when
they are invited,” said Tsichlas,

- .
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Motlanthe
vs Zuma

B TV portrays Kgalema too well
At esnie Ve s syt

MA&HLAQQ‘S_E«FABAQ\&/’«/

THE ANC has allegedly ordered the
SABC to reduce its coverage of Pres.
ident Kgalema Motlanthe and to
stop projecting him as being so pres-
idential, to the disadvantage of the
party’s president, Jacob Zuma.
In a startling move that points to
deep-seated divisions in the camp,
the ANC has allegedly asked tho
country’s biggest media orpanisa-
tion not to project Motlanthe as be-
ing more ofa statesman than Zuma,
Two news exocutives and a few
reporters told City Press that the o
ruling party was concerned ahout
increasing calls for Motlanthe to be
allowed te continue as the country's °
president, oven after the elections
next year,
“We were asked in October to re-
duce our coverage of Motlanthe and
focus on putting out a better image
of Zuma. We have tried toresist this
. butthereisonly somuchwecando,”
said one SABC source,
ANC  secrotary-general Cwede
Mantashe emphatically denied this
yesterday, saying the ANC was not
ina position to tell the SABC which
leaders to cover, because the party
was getting a raw deal from the
puble broadeaster anyway,
“They do not cover us objectively,
so we don’t have the luxury of say-
ing 'increase this or reduce that’”
said Mantashe, adding that the ANC
did not see any contest berween
Motlanthe and Zuma,
Motlanthe has courted controver-
syifora whilereontradictingdavoratrr
ANC leaders - inclyding sationa! -
tregasurar  Mathews . Phosa - ar,
SHtith Alrican  CEHHTHIE " PR
boss Blade Nzimarnide - publicly in
what some say s an attempt fo
project himself as the sole voics of
reason N a camp of hotheads.

o
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Motlanthe has
Previousty said
that some attacks
on the Constirg.

& a-

f  correct.

Ness”. The leagye

also warped him not to act as if zy.

mMa was no longer thers.
Mantashe said the

the is OVer-covergq, He ig SqUeezed
in like all of us.” said Mantaghe,

Analyst Profegsor Sue Booysen o |

Wits Un}versiz’y sald she wag “not
SWprised at all” about the alleged
Intra-Zuma camp battles,

Booysen saiq she knew tha¢ When
the ANC decided Who shoulgq re-
Dlace former Dresident
Mbekji, those closest to 2uma haq
cautioned against ) otlanthe, say-
ing he was too good and too Strong
> and could he difficult to
They DPreferred
tionaj Assemply Speaker
Depury Prosident Bale.
was thought

Con-
gressofthe Paople (COPE) it needed
Someone who wag the embodiment
of the values COpR espousged:

“There can be. no doubt thap

Bird, ts analyse
news bu}letinsi‘mm EastSamrday tG
Thursday ro evaluare how Zuma
and Motlanthe Were fouturad,

everythin
.

In that period Birg found tha Zu.
ma could be “seen and hearg Speak.
ing” for 239 seconds
Motlanthe'g 81 seconds.

Bird sajq Kgalemg Was featureq
only in itemg the SABC could not
afford to lgnare, such as th
summit thar Motlanthe hosted ip

Zuma, on the other Hang, was
“represented Bositively» on  the
é trail, )

camp.
3

Bare ™A came ACross as being
“too defens!ve"‘ talking about puy-
suing snakes, sajq Birg,

But overall, “Zuma g mostly
shown Speaking Dositively on a va.
riety of issues, EXCept whepg there
s Juliug Malerna, because almogt

find anyone whg knew of an ANC
to cover Motlanthe legs.
An

C
S0Urcesaid thg re.
quest to Coverthe
head of state legg
came before
Mbek{ wae “re.
callad”, -

"I thingk they
thought we were
committed 1o cov.
ering Mbelki as a

* person ang werg
being factionay,

request came In Octo.

the fourth floor

“The lategt
ber, ar a Mmeeting on
TV centre,

"The concern g that we Project
Motlanthe ina

a8 3 pop styp.
“They say Where he g
Malema, the
edited oy but
Very cloge tq Zuma,” pe
Ye erday Kganyago Said the
SABC wouig dafond jeg Journalists
againgg politicaj attacks,
Bhelkj Khumam, an SABc
member FeSpOnsibia for ¥
Week sald thy board wa
the $aBc news tag
der severe brasgyy,
Uokiting}
which wape being a
wduaipmci 1 B
exXp

board

vember 16, 2008
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Motlanthe
sure to be
17 de

PreS ful
JABELO NDLANGISA

THE future of President Kgalema
Motlanthe in government looks se-
curad despite reports that he s un.
der siege within his own party.

City Press reported a fow weeks
ago that there was tension batween
Zuma and Motlanthe, with some
ANC officials instructing the SABC
to limit its coverage of Motlanthe
because he was heing projected as
more presidential than Zwma.

ANC secretary-general Gwede
Mantashe this weelt contradicred
party spokesperson Jossio Duarts,
who had told SABC TV that Maoglan-
the could'be deployed as hoad of the
ANC’s political schoof.

Mantashe said there had to be
very serious reasons why the depu-
ty. president of the ANC could not
be deputy president ofthe country.

The Sunday Indepsndent had re-.
ported, that SA Communist Party
boss Blade Nzimande and others
Wwera part of a team rying to block
Motlanthe from being appointed
2Zutna’'s deputy in governmont after
the general slections,
¥ Ons sentor ANC Women's League

. offictal suggested that whils Zuma's
position as president n the next
administration had been resolved
by the ANC national conference in
Pololwane last year, who would fil
,he position of the deputy president
remained uncertain, ., R

She sald it was up to the party‘s
daployment commitiee. to decide 1
who to deploy as the next deputy |
president.

But an 'ANC provincial official
sald there could not be any justifica-
tion for Motlanthe to. be romoved
from government after next year's
general alections when his termas
caretaker president ends,

“The issueof thedeputy president
is.very clear. You can’t have d depu-

‘ty president who can't succeed the

president. This is because we are
trying to project into the future in
terms of succession. Hence we did
not agree with (former president
Thabo) Mbeki on Zuma.

“Thedeputy president of the ANC
shotdd be the deputy president of
the comuntry, We can’t deploy him
anywhers alse,” he said.

Asked what the party would do
with the current deputy prasident,
Baleka Mbete, the official said she
would have to be offered a senior
position in government in Iine with
hor senfority in the party.

" “You can’t let her become deputy
preeident,” he said. .

Another party official said there
was no need to debato the carataker
president’s futare as the Polokwanas
resolution had- implied that he
should serva alongside Zuma in the
government,

“If the president is guaranteed to
bethe presidentofthe country, what
are you saying about the deputy
president of the ANC? He took over
when Mbeki left bocause he is the
second most sentor officfal,” the
official satd.
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Blade’s out for
Kgalema
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US power struggle for the posttion
ofthe country's deputy president has erupted
in the ANC, pltting ANC deputy president
Kgaloma Motlanthe against SA Communist
Party boss Blade Nzimande.

Several  sourcss  have Independently
contirmed tat iere was a SMTOng move to
pushforthe appointmentofthe SACP goneral
secrotary as the deputy pregident of the
republic after the elections.

However, there are others intheleadership
of the ANC who are adamant that there can
be no debate that Motlanthe should become
Jacob Zuma's deputy prasident should the
ANC win the alection.

City Proas has learnt that a Rroup apposed
to Motlanthe was lobbying others in the
ruling party to porsuade Zuma {o appuint
Nzimande at the country’s next
dopiity president.

“There are people who don't
ltke Kgalema,” an ANG tiational
exocutive committee (NECymem-
ber said on condition of anonymi-
ty, adding that some of those op-
posed to Motlanthe also served on
the ANC NEC.

On theother hag, Senior SACP
teaders ciaimed thar ANC NEC
member Enoch Godongwana was
behind the rumours about Nzi-
mande wanting to be deputy pres-
ident 30 as to discredit him, espe-
cially now that the ruling party
was conducting its list process,

Thoy said Godongwana was bit-
ter hecause the SACP had biocked
his appointment to the position of
deputy finance ministerlast year,

A senfor SACP member said {t
was a la that Nzimande wanted
to he the country’s noxt deputy
presidont and the rumour was in-
tended to undermine him and cast
aspersions on hiy character,

“Weknow some of the people who are work.
ingonit, especially in the run-up ro the forma-
tion of the new government,” the membor
said. "We aro not dictating whero he should
go hutweare 3imply saying you can’t just not
have htm at a senfor level in government.”

Last Decamber, ANC leaders Jossie Duarte
and Gwade Mantasha contradicted each oth-
or on Motlanthe's role after the elections.

Mantashesaid the ANC was workingonthe
assumption that Motlunthe would be the
country’s deputy president, while Duarte
said Motlanthe would be deployed back to
Luthult House to focus on Pty work around
policy and political education.

Duarte’s comment caused consternation in
the party. This was followed by rumours that
Nzimande was so concerned about Motlan-

the’s Nture plans that he hatched a plan to
embarress m.

The rift between Motlanthe and Nzimande
i8 said ta be 30 tonse that at one ANC natjonal
working committea (NWC) meeting, Nzi-
mande took Motlanthe on over his reasons
for not signing the SABC Bill into law.

Another ANCNEC membersaid Nzimande
was 30 “obsessed with power” that the SACP
had proposed that the ANC form asupsr-cabl
ast after the electons in which Numande
wouid be a “super-minister”.

“Blade is obsessed with power. He thinksg
ho is going to be one uf the super-ministers.
There i3 no super-minister in cabinet. All
ministors are equal but he wants (o create
something powerful so that he can be that.
These aro the people who want to manipulate
JZ so that they remain in power,” said an
ANC NEC member.

At tho last ANC Youth Loague NFC mest-
ing, KwaZulu-Natal ANCYI, chair Mxolisi

* Kaunda told his fellow conmrades
that Motlanthe should head the
ANC political schoot instead of go-
.Ing to the Union Buildings as the
country’s deputy president,

Kaunda's proposal was refected
and the league Insisted that
Motlanthe shouldbethenextdepu»
ty president of the republic,

An ANCYL NEC member said:
“Kaunda hoped that once we cn-
dorsad his propaosal, e would then
move to the next step of providing
an alternative, but he was dis-
missed even before he got to that
boint. We Had to arrive at the decl-
sion that Motlanthe should be the
nextdeputy president of the repub-
lic because that boy has come up
with that proposal.”

Mantashe would not comment,
saying he did not want to discuss
rumours,

SACP spokesperson Maleseta
Muleka satd it was true that there
were attempts to uso Nzimande's

! name to sow divisions in the ahi-

ance. “We know the people who are

involved and we will ralse this matter at an

appropriate time with the ANC. We will give
the names to the ANC," he said.

However, Maloka said it was not true that
Nzimande wanted to b the nextdeputy presi-
dent. “It iy rubbish,” he sald.

Godongwana denjed any knowledge of the
rumours that he was paddling that kind of
nformation about Nzimande. “The peaple
spreading the rumours are cowards. What
thay are saying s not true,” he said.

He denied that the SACP had blocked him
rom hecoming doputy finance minister. Go-
dongwanu said there was a campalgn tao dig-
credithis name tn the run-up to the alections.

He ynid those spreading the rumours about
hiin were also hehind the circulating of an
SMS in ANC circles suggesting that Nzi-

mande should be the noxt deputy president. !
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Not impressed by our prez

‘ag.f”
I AM not impressed at all with last
Friday’s state of the nation addross
by President Kgalema Motlanthe.
His plan to mitigate the effects of the
global economic crisis were totally
nalve and inadequate.

it is and will still be 2 mountain
o climb  for every country,
including South Africa, so for the
will
miraculously skip our shores is total
nonsense. [tis important tonote that
the world is in a recession.

Honestly, [am not impressed with
your address to your people, sir, in
fact it was just a cut and paste job.

lagree withthe [FPleader, Mango-
suthu Buthelezd, thrat most South Af-
ricans have already begun sutfering
and things will become even worse
in years to come. So the president
must be sincere to the citizens and
not tell lies.

The number of people now need-
ing government assistance is rising
all the time, considering the ro-
trenchments, high fdod prices, the
unstable fuel prices, and so on. So
what the president sald Is fallacy,

Furthermore, President Motlan-
the and his ruling party’s commit-
ent to fighting crime and corrup-
on is guestionable. If he and the

“Tgovernmentof the day were comumit-

ted to combating these, they would
not have “killed” the Scorpions. He
should have appointed an independ-
ent inquiry to probe this stink called
the wrms deal.

Idonot think that fighting corrup-
tien is the ANC’s core focus since its

leader, Jacob Zuma, Is probably cor-

rupt. | think the party should have
asked him to go on paid leave until
such time as his name i3 cleared. It
is a shame that we will have a sitting
president who remains a suspect in
our eyes and at the same time we will
expect him to combat crime.

I can say without any doubt that
corruption is steaiing from the poor
and that the government is notdoing
enough to fight this disease.

But for you, Mr President, to
rubber stamp the demise of the
Scorpions; [ am truly saddened.
RUSSIA MAGOMANL
Nsimbhi Village, Limpopo
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will ss be available to serve
cahinet that's expected {o be
ANCpresidentJacobZumaa
forthcoming elections.
Sources close to Motlanthe inid
City Press that the ANC
president was adamant he
return to Luthuli House to woid: for
the ANC after the elections.
Motlanthe has told a few frisnds
that he was under sustained
from a group of people who
want to see him return to the
Buildings after the pols.
“Hefecls turgeted. e feels
guns are aimed at him, even
things that have nothing to doelth
politics. Now, suddenly, peoplisre

he has ever been associated w
under unofficial investigatio

“It’'s bad, he is barely copingwith
the terrible campaign unleashed on
him atatime when we are suppised

Motlanthe
feels heat

President to shun cabinet after elections’

to befighting COPE (Congress of the
People),” said a source close to him.
Motlanthe has been under pres-
mﬁm&s%rmggsmﬁm,»zqm%@
uty president after the Polokwane
conference more than a year ago.
Seen by some as the voice of rea-
son but attacked by the ANC Youth
League for acting “as if Zuma was
no longer around”, Motlanthe also
made pronouncements that contra-
dicted the populist culture that has
now taken root in the ANC in the
aftermath of Polokwane.
Motlanthe contradicted ANC par-
liamentarians who, emboldened by
Zuma’s victory in Polokwane,; start-
ed making a noise about the dissolu-
tion of the SABC board - telling
them they were the ones who had
recommended the board to former
president Thabo Mbeki.
Motlanthe, in an indirect refer-
ence to the SA Communist Party

leader Blade Nzimande, said shortly
after the Constitutional Court ruled
against Zuma on his application
against the search and seizures that
the attack on Chief Justice Pius Lan-
ga was based on ignorance.

Nzimande, who was at court, had
criticised Langa for saying Zuma’s
litany of cases against the National
Prosecuting Authority delayed his
actual frial. Nzimande is now said
to be behind a campaign to siop
Motlanthe from being appointed as
Zuma’s deputy.

Nzimande has vehemently denied
that he is campaigning against
Motlanthe so that he can be appoint-
od deputy president,

Another source said Motlanthe
was counting on the fact that if he
left government after the elections,
he would earn the salary of a presi-
dent for Iife, and ensure that his se-
cnrity and transport needs would be

atlended to. This wonld free him to
fight his political battles to succeed
Zuma from Luthuli House.

“Heknows it is better to fight ynur
battle when you are in the ANC than
when you are in government. So he
will fight for his space hased at the
party,” said a souree.

ANC secretarygeneral Gwede
Mantashe told City Press that the is
sueof where Motlanthe would serve
and in what capacity had not been
raised as “an issue” in the ANC, “It
is journalists who wish Kpalema
will not stand (or be available for
government service),” he said.

But Mantashe, indicating Motlan
the might not have his way, said:
“There i no need for a party policy
guide here If we alt did things be-
cause that’s what we wanted, the
party would be all the poorer.”

ANChead of campaigns and mobi
lisation Fikile Mbalula, who also

serves on the national exerutive
comumittes, told City Press that
those who wanfed Motlanthe-out
“have wncentrollable ambitions”
and were supported by others who
were “not in the ANC”.

Mbalulasaid people were entitled
o say what they wanted about who
should be Zuma's deputy in govern
ment but the ANC knew Motlanthe
would deputise Zuma.

The ANC leadership was this
weekend locked in marathon dis
cussions at Esseleh Park whers the
party held its national confer-
ence todetermine who wowld repre
sent it in various legislatures
throughvut the country.

This happened as the ANC's big-
gest rival COPE launched its mani-
festo in Port Elizabeth vesterday.

The resulis of the ANC st confer.
encears crucial because it is expect
ed that some of those who do not
make it will join COPE, as eloction
fever rises. It is expected that
Motlanthe will announce the elec.
tion date in a few weeks.
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Motlanthe can’

claim high ground

S Po\
THERE isa 2Zulu saying that goes:
“Indlu yegagu fyanetha”, This is
applicable In the case of President
Kgalema Motlarrthe, whose pri-
vate life has now been exposed by
the Jacob Zuma faction to th B

- i@ innocent voice
hiding his truemoral.
ity Itisnow public knowledge that
the backers of Zuma, allegedly lag
by one Blade Nzimande, are out to
© discredit him ag he is apparently
now closer to Thabo Mbekland has
the backing of ANC intellectuals
such as Pallo Jordan, Zolg Skweyi-
¥a, Naledi Pandor and others,

The president is Now painted ag .

aplayboy, even worse than Zuma,
who {3 soon to marryhis fifth wife,
Motlanthe is being presentsd to
the world as berson who disre.
gards “safe sex” and dateg young
women who should rather look up
to him as a father figure,

That {s why the ANC has been

issuing contradictary messagey
about his role after the upcoming
elections, with spokesperson Jeg.
sle Duarte ang Mxolist Kaunda,
the ANC Youth League leada in

I 1 House
becoming.. Zuma's
deputy at the Union Buildings.
COPE must be on cloud nine in
responding to such contradie.
tlona.: . '
Fairenough, Motlantne isnotas
holy as portrayed.
Maybe the

instead of

ANC should now .

change its name to the African Na-

tional Playhoys.
Lastly, if these Nzimande con-
spiracles are true it wouldn't sur.

prise me i his type - Nyami Booi, ¢

Julfus Malema, Fikite Mbalula, :
Nathi Mthethwa, Angie Motshek-

ga, Tony Yengeni and Zwelinzima
Vavi - are also behind this.
NOKUTHULA MTHEMBU
Newcastle
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' Fear divides comrades

THE story “Motlanthe vs, Zuma”
(City Press, November 16 2008) re-
ferring to the allegation that “the
ANC has ordered the SABC to re-
duce its coverage of acting Presi.

e & =

$10p projecting him as being so
presidential ..." {s worrying.
The ANC cannot cry foul since
both Zuma and Motlanthe have ro-
ceived velatively fair coverage.
Why should the ANC be con-
cerned that Motlanthe is being pro-
Jected as presidential? Isn't he the
caretaker president? How should
he be projected - unpresidential?
How should the SARBC do that
when Motlanthe, as the deputy
president of the ANC, is carrying
out the mandate of the party?
These "imaginary insecurities
are pervasive within the ANC.
There was a time when Mbeki
feared Zuma's popularity and that
drove a wedge between them.
Today the same malady is rearing.
its ugly head.
Tdo not see anything wrong with

Motlanthe and how he {s projected.

It s Zuma himself who should

start to project himself as being
presidential. He should consider
the fllawing:

L
kota and Shilowa. After all, more
talk about them is publicity to
their advantage;

2. Stop the “snakes” diatribe;

3. Neutrallse Malema and his
foul language;

4. Be intolorant of thoss calling
others “dogs” just because they no
longer dentify with the ANC;

5. Sell ANC policies clearly and
loudly; and-~

6. BBe scen rescuing the constity-
tion and justice system by repri-
manding those who use phrases
like “counter-revolutionary” and
“we will kill for” and so on.

Motlanthe is not running away
with the countryks presidency, Itis
Zuma’s choir membors who might
be shouting it away from him,
FUST MOTAUNG
Johannesbhurg
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Why it's not all bad that SA
s like.a classic western film

fN Frigay Presidem REgniema
Motlanthe will detiver hig only
state of the nation address
befors he bows out and makes
way for our noxt president to be
Inaugurated, possibly on April
27, incelebrationotour 15 years
of freedom. .

His will speak to the nation
at a time when the country is
gripped by elements of the
good, the bad and the ugly.

The good ... f

We often do not colebrate
enough how lucky we are as a
couniry to have avoided the
predicted bloodbath Just before
the 1984 election to negotiate
beace, democracy and produce
arguably the best constitution
i the world.

Notlongago ours wasacoun-
try torn apart by racism and
violent political intolarance
that conspired to stagnate our
economic prosperity and politi-
cal advancement,

Not any more. We are nor-
mallsingourracerelations and
we have taken staps to roll hack
frontiers of poverty and have
cxtended help to the {ndigent.

InMotlanthe we havea presi-
dent who ls continuing the
search for peace on the conti-
nent through diplomacy. There
Isaray ofhope that the warring
factiona in Zimbahwe can final-
1y implement the desl that will
hopefully put an end to the mis-
ery of millions In that country.

Motlanthe also silenced crit.
les who said that he rubbor-
stamped decisions of Parlia-
ment, by reforring some hills ~
Including the Film and Broad-
cast Bill - back to Partiament
for reconstderation of their

constitutionality.

The had ...

The ANC government has de-
cided to disband the most effec-
tive crime-busting unft, the
Scorpions, in disragard of pub-
lic  opinifon. Furthermore,
Motlanthe has fired National
Director of Publie Prosecu.
tions Vusl Pikoli for reasons
that have little to do with his
abllity to do his work,

As Parliament, which {s dom-
inated by the ANC, debates
whether ta endorse Pikoli's dis-
Tuissal, there are reports that
Pikolf may be replaced by a
lawyer who was In the defence
team of ANC president Jacoh
Zwma,

There are also disturbing
slgns of a growing lack of re-
spect for the judictary, which
must worry all those who sub-
scribse to the rule of law,

The ugly ..,
The politics of the gutter and
of character assassination

seama t0 be taking root in our
national discourse, Madtianthe,
who for a long time was seen as
the embediment of the disci.
plined cadre, hag been a victim
of dirty polltics ag allegations
about his private 11fe and finan-
clal nterests are oxposed tp all,

It was a risk for Motlanthe to
accapl appolntment as an effec.
tive regent prosident. By being
a good president he risked the
critielsm that ha was over.
shadowing the crown prince -
Zuma,

After all is sald and done, we
should not lose sight of the fact
that this {s real politics. it g ro.
bust, cruel and eyen dirty.
There's no need for panic,
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President makes sure he

will be

“I AM a new resident in Hat-
fleld,” joked President Kgalema
Motlanthe when he rocked up
at his local Independent Elec-
toral Commission (IEC) tent to
register for next year’s general
election vesterday morning.

The latest occupant of Mahl-
ambandlovu, the president’s
official home in Church Street,
Pretoria, tickled a tiny baby's
feet and charmed a 79-year oid
lady after he completed his civ-
ic duty i the tent.

Retired municipal official
Ruby Erasmus, leaning on her
walking stick, declared herself
much impressed by her new
president and neighbour.

As she also was with Ameri.
ca’s newly elected African-
American president, Barack
Obama.

Oue of the young firsttime
voters whoturned up ac the Hat-
fleld IEC registration tent to
add her name to the voters’ roll
was Dudua Ramola.

She will turn 18 only on April

next year -

make sure (hat she will get her
“say” in .the outcome of the
election.

“Every vote counts,” said the
teenager, ancther fan of
Obama. “T watched his speech.
I was very proud. It affects the
whole world.”

More than 180 000 people had
visited the [EC website by mid-
day on Friday, according to its
CEO, Pansy Tlakula. .

“The IEC is probably the
most visited website at the moe—s
ment,” she said. “These num-
bers are growing by the hour.”

The IEC was also receiving
thousands of SMSes, at times
1800 SMS requests simultane-
ously, from people wishing to
check thelr registration details.

Todothis, South Africansare
advised to SMS their IDnumber
to 32810 or to visit the [EC web-
site, www.elections.org.za, and
enter their ID pumber.

A Human Sciences Research
Council survey has revealed
that 80% of registered voters
are keen to take part in next
year’s election.
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Jordan wrote last week that “the unly person who has been harmed in this disgraceful saga
is Mottanthe”. But it could be argued that the president’s dignified dismissal of the tale has
enhanced his stature, and - instead -- that it is, finally, the public interest credibility of the
press that has been harmed.

It was in this context that editors in the South African National Editors Forum (Sanef) met
Motlanthe in Pretoria last Friday. Dubbed as a background briefing not for attribution, the
discussions ranged over the global economic crisis, Zimbabwe and job cuts in the media.

At the end of the two-hour dialogue, a member on the government side noted the proverbial
unacknowledged “elephant” in the room. He went on to urge editors to reflect on the lessons
of the Motlanthe coverage.

Motlanthe's own response, long before the meeting, had also been to downplay the whole
thing. Back then, he said he had more important things to worry about, and that the issue
was one for Sanef and the Press Council to pursue.

His approach was to locate the controversy where it most properly belongs -- in the realms
of Sanef self-scrutiny and Press Councif self-regulation:

" Sanef operates not as an organisation, but a forum, and on the basis of respect for each
editor having bis o¢ hey fieal say. Nevertheless, peer esteem plays a rofe there, sven though
the body will not normalty pass comment on individual editors.

* The Press Council is made up of journalists and members of the public, with an express
mandate to judge voverage, condemn bad journalism and compel apologies. It is subscribed
to by members of Sanef.

Motlanthe may or may not complain to the Press Council. But a different approach to the
saga is that of the Communist Party’s Nzimande who argued that it vindicated the ANC’s
interest in investigating a statutory Media Appeal Tribunal (MAT).

His intervention serves a useful purpose because the ANC'’s election manifesto neglects to
tell voters that the MAT is part of the party’s policy package.

Although the MAT is far from being an electoral issue, one can foresee a post-election
victorious ANC government claiming a mandate to implement all of its policies -- including
this particularly problematic one.

That South African journalism can also frequently be problematic, does not equate to the
state regulation being the solution. At least in the Motlanthe girlfriend story, an unfettered
press meant that the truth emerged in the end. Accurate journalism trumped falsehood
without political compulsion.

The MAT would chill things right from the start - like deterring newspapers from
potentially controversial stories like that of Nichaus'’s negative behaviour.

A press with journalistic problems is not ideal, but it is still better for society than a
controfled one. Best of all, of course, is a self-regulating press which operates with the
highest standards of journalism and public interest.
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ho'd have known? Our straight-laced prestdent Kgalema
Motianthe is a sugar daddy, és revealed in the Sunday Inde-
- pendént. According to the reports Motlanthe (59 will soon be
bouncing a bonny babe whose mum is just 24 yearsold,
Arcording to & group of South Africans we canvassed this week this is no
problem. Meat la mést and a man must eat, it seems. Said Willem Mnisi
of Mogals Clty: *Should Motlanthe die of hunger when there’s a queue of %
women waiting for bim to ask them out?™ Apparently not,
There is a growing consensns that we should be French about thiswhole
martor of sex and noliviss WWhae oot ! 2 )
' . ol o & WU, A M Caee Of lorToer French
foreign minkster Rachida Datle highlights, The African WaY appeass to

be that polygamy i a case of the more, the merrler. A PM Melato, also of
Mogale City, said: “Men are generally not happy with one woman ...*

Of course, there's another s{da to the story. South African men and
women have & long history of fighting againgt this kind of patriarchy, this
archaic habit of turning women into biocks of meat to be filleted for a cell-
phone and a pretty dress, The Constitution explicitly declares us all equal
before the law, men and women, black and white, A

As Colleen Lowe Morna will argue in our pages next weelk, progressive’
leadership cannot be squared with polygamy, even though the Constitu-
tion protects traditfonal {institutions. ||

The right to gendar equality {2 a vital one that has been hard fought for,
but ft alsn happens to be a questlon of life and death, - .

‘Transactionai sex is driving the rate of HIV Infection Aldshasch das
of e generation of mothers and fathers, leavinig a million children orphaned,
deprived of the nurturing foundation so essential to & decent life.

Ourmhngpanyhamaﬂﬂﬁa,whlchmwhyimedtmaﬁonwum
against Aids is waged under tha slogan ABC: sbstain, be faithl, condomise.
ltappeamtbatmemwhomttobeowprwdmdononeofth&se. ren-
dering the billlona of rands spent on the campalgn pretty damned useless,

. Leaders must surely embody the values they espouse and welk their talk.
Or what i it but a charade? Sex {n politics is all of our business, especially
when we need all leaders in our suciety to nudge ug towards behavioural
change that will curb the still-growing rate of HIV infection.

At the M&G we tke to make like Bob Marley and belleva in equal righta, f
Justice and “one love”, ’

i



GCIS Communication Centre; Mall & Guardian: Oclober 03, 2008

Reds moan about
new Cabinet

SACP irked by
Lo onle & ey

in Motlantne yost
new Cabinet QO\ 4

MandyRossouw = .
The complete absence of left-wing
leaders in President Kgalema Motlan-
the's Cabinet has heightened fears
among ANC president Jacob Zuma's
eft-wing supporters that they are
being marginalised.

Delegates to.the South African
Conmmunist Party’s policy conference
last week challenged the loadership
on the absence of communists in
President Kgalema Motlanthe’s inau-
gural Cabinet, :

Delegates who attended the confer-
ence quizzed their leadership on why
Motlanthe “ignored the communists”.

1 addition the economic summit
of the tripartite alliance, scheduled
for this weekend, has been cancelled
which the left believes g as an impor-
rant vehicle for influencing govern-
ment policy. -

Instead, a meeting of the alllance
teaders will be held at which the
appointment of the deputy ministers
iny vacant portfolios — finance, foreign
affaivs and correctional services — will
be discussed.

Atthe SACP's policy conference dele-
gates complained that the party was
not consulted about the appointment
of the new Cabinet members, after
one communist leader conceded that
the appointments took place “without
a great deal of consultation”.

Delegates zaid long-serving conumu-
nista In government and the National
Assemnbly, such as Trade and Indus
try Deputy Minister Rob Davies and
parliamentary transport commiitee
chairperson Jeremy Cronin, could
fave been eonsidered for Cabinet jobs,

Parlinmentary justice committes
chairperson Yunus Carrim was seen
a2 a possible candidate for the post
of justice minister vacated by Brigitte
stabandia. Mabandls was shifted 1o
the public enterprises ministry, whic
the commigmists want 10 serap.

“There ig quite a Tot of unhappiness
abput that,” said an alliance leader,
“Hopefully it will be different next

year {after the elections] when pecple .

are appointed for the long term.”
15

i

Senior SACP leaders conceded that
the first “major deployment state-
M 3o bl b 3 101 ATYE

<
to show a reformed party in which the
1eft has more say. However, they tried
o allay delegates’ concerns by under-
scoring the temporary nature of the
new appointments,

Sald one: “This is essentially a
holding operation and the sideways
shuffle of people like Manto [Tsha-
balala-Msimang, former health
minister] and Mabandla showed
that [the appointments] were about
assuring the public that this 1s as
neutral as possible.”. :

Concerns about losing influence on
the ruling party were also highlighted
by the rejection of pariamentary goats
for the SACP, on the grounds that “we
don’t want to be seen as going against
the ANC”. -

Another SACP leader said the con-
fevence avoided pushing for commu-
aists in Parlinment on an ANC ticket
o articulate an SACP agenda

The ANC has made it clear that the
SACP must either toe the ANCline or
win seats on its own ticket, This con-
trasts with Zuma's call some years
ago for communists to argue more
left-wing viewpoints in parliamen-
tary debates.

“[The SACP Jeadership) suppressed
that idex because there is an oppor-
tunistic concern by those who think
the regime they helped establish in
Polokwane should help them now,”
the leader sald, suggesting the lsader-
ship soft-pedalled becanse they have
an eyé on big jobs next year.

“They are now the ‘Polokwane class
project’, They think they are owed
positions and now they are deserting
the class styuggle,” a provineial SACY
leader said.

A fracture appears to ba developing
between ANC president Jacob Zuma
and the left.

Said an ANC provincial leades: “He
Hhag not delivered an any promises and
didnet give intoanyof thelr demands.
The postponement of the sconomic
surnmdt i a big blow o them.

*The ANC is consuned with getting
wogether the slection manifesto. This
surnrnit ig not thelr top priovity, as the
jefrwould want £ w be.

Meanwhile, the ANC Youth League
i aiso seranbling to shore up its reles
vance, This week the league's reglonal

“

teadership on the KwaZulu-Nutal
North Coast condemned the weekend
2 by Soc

= SRR
Julius Malema,

In an interview with The Sunday
Independent Skweytya said Malema
was an “embarrassment” to the party
and had shown “shocking disrespect”.

“People .. call me every night com-
plaining, ‘What are you doing about
this child?,” he was quoted saying.

North Coast league spokesperson
Sicelo Mdletshe said certain people
wanted to “reduce [Malema] toa
nonentity”.

“We feel that people want him not
to have the credibility and the respect |
that he demands. They want to down- [
play what he says. They don’t take
Malema serfously, and ridicule him,”
he told the Mail & Guaerdian.

But efforts by the elders to get
the league to toe the line appears
to be working higher up the ladder.
National league spokesperson Floyd
Shivambu said there were no plans
to haul Skweyiya before its execu-
tive committee s the young lions did
with Motlanthe prior to his becoming
president.

The youth league did not succeed it
influencing the choice of president as

- Zuma did not back its candidate for

the presidency, Baleka Mbete. Zuma,
advised by ANC secratary general
Gwede Mantashe, opted for Motlan-
the, a8 the most senior ANC member
after himself.




Motlanthe: ‘Thereisno struggle’

ol Peb

e

vnﬂua@ngﬂezcﬁbcﬁgﬁw
the doar open to the poskibility of serv-
Em&s%wcﬁn%» under presi-
dent Jacob Zama and dismissed sug-
Eggm?ﬁw&ﬁwg&maﬁ
1he post with SACP general secrdary
Blade Nzimande.
EE%E&&&E&&&
would be no point in campaigning
for the positvn, 38 only the president
appoints the deputy.

« kpow of no such struggle between
me and Nzimande. I also certainty do
nix operate in that manner. But, more
importantly, the position of deputy
E&Engwgnmm&&.maﬁbfé
campaigning and 2 ‘struggle’ for that
c.vgmnwmﬁm—n«r..

Motianthe has been under pressure
in recent weeks, with ANC colleagues
publicly crilicising i and allegedly
Jeaking details of his love life to the
media, He insisted he is unaware of
EEEEEEE

On his continued association with
Thabo Mbeki, apparently & source of
unease in the ANC, he said he 2w D0
E&asgﬂnas.g%gma.
dent. “Tve had a good relationship with
c§o§%§§~8g§§
Eggéggg.

He indicated be is available Lo serve
in a Zuma Cabinet. “Though it bas
%ﬁngﬁgﬁg of mine T've
never said | want to return to Luthuli
House to do potitical education after
the elections and will notbe availabie
for gOVErnment posts.” -

. Responding for the first time 0
yeports about his marriage and pri-

vate life, Motlanthe said he should be -

%oﬂuﬂ?&%ﬁa
president, while his family should be

protecied and his private life left ous of

“There exist 1o constitutional or i
fegal requirements for a president -
to present a first lady to the public. Sl
Whether it happens is a purely cirum- o
stantial nuatter ... which i shouldnt ~
have o fec] obliged to explain i detail

“)'m well aware that 1 am a public
figure SeTVing the citizens and that
they pay me for that, but this must
have nothing to do with my children.
They must have the space 10 lead nar-

mE«F&EBQW&mEﬁ .
“That is partly the reason {for long
delays in many Bills ~ in November
Bmauiﬁaﬁ.ﬁpgnavﬁﬁsvﬂ
only five were translated. When the
vggémswﬁgﬁé
Booi] came 1o see me be discovered
Keﬁuﬁaia&a%&i»zﬁw&‘
wggn.&awﬁzgwg»g
%gggsggwﬁ
%_Eggﬁngs
partiament for reconsideration.
mma%m%é@nmgﬁ&uav
:naoﬁ.a.;uoiw&kiw@wmewm
Eﬁsgsmcﬁggwﬁsg

“Then [ have 1o consider objections
g%ﬁﬁnﬁa&ﬁ@l&&
%mBm%E«%SFEBm
.. case of the SABC Kill nry concern was
that the removal of the SABC board
comst be accompanied by due process,
whichwasnotinplace”
= aid the AN

o Emv%ggonéao?
Sngz.ﬁﬁzggwﬁoﬁi
Ly %EQ&E&&&EEIRE»

dismissal from the ANC, especially
since he’s admitted his ecrors and
appears genuinely repentant.

“Is it right to kick people when
they're down? In the ANC we prefes
nottodothat. -

“But in terms of values we all have
things 1o think about and jearn from
this experience. In the ANC we are
hopeful that the value of serving the
and tntegrity will triumph OVer CTass

terialism ™
More oniine Head the Bkl Nterwew with
Kgaberma Motan e
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Big cheese's squeeze?

MMANALEDI MATABOGE - Feb 28

After two hours with Kelebogile Mmokwa,
Mmanaledi Mataboge still can’t work out if

she knows the president intimately -- or at all 2 Pony
% addw Chppings

ARTICLE TOOLS

When | call Kelebogile Mmokwa to ask her about rumours that Ads by Goegle
. . . . Love Pgems Quotes
she was never involved with President Kgalema Motlanthe, but e
had been set up by party insiders to create a scandalas partofa  ~ | cpe
o 4G
smear campaign against him, she invites us to visit her at her " Love Test

mother’s house in Carletonville.

The photographer and I get hopelessly lost getting there, so Mmokwa walks several blocks
to find us and escort us to the house.

She is chatty and mentions that she's still 23 (until April}, but now that she’s forever
branded in the popular imagination as 24, she'll go with the flow. Her make-up is
immaculate, her hair freshly plaited and her nails French manicured.

A yellow gold diamond ring that, she says coyly, but vaguely, is an engagement ring from her
“high-profile politician boyfriend” decorates her wedding finger.

The lounge is adorned with family photographs and an ANC flag. Even her father's party's
membership card is pasted to the wall.

Mmokwa seems relaxed and tells us to feel free to ask her anything. But at the first question
-- how well does she know Kgalema Motlanthe? - she changes her mind. "I don't think 1 like
talking about my life.”

She revs up again when asked about the inconsistency of her comments to media since the
story first broke. “Well, you wrote the story, but are we going to break up? No ... The only
person I'm worried about is Kgalema. I'm worried about how he feels.”

Almost an hour into our confusing conversation, it’s still hard to say whether she is a
presidential intimate or a troubled young woman seeking atlention. Earlier one of her
former classmates told me “she talks big". The classmate also claimed that Mmokwa
matriculated from Tlhoafalo Secondary Schoo! in Sannieshof, not Carletonville High, as she
says.

COMLHOUS

BEST INDEPENDENT

Her answers raise more guestions as the interview continues: she gives different responses
(s
4

http://mg.co.za/article/2009-02-28-big-cheeses-squeeze
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to the same question and frequently contradicts herself. "I know people say I am cuckoo -~
they say I'm nuts,” she says at one point.

Perhaps sensing my scepticism, she shows me a picture of herself and Motlanthe on her
cellphone. It's in black and white, their faces are close to each other, but she refuses to show

me the picture a second time when I ask, to check its authenticity. This is the only E RRO R
“evidence” Mmokwa has been able to produce of knowing Motlanthe -- or even of having
met him.
The requested URL
She becomes defensive when the authenticity of her claims are questioned and talks about
herself in the third person. "I don't think Kelebogile Mmokwa runs the country, Kgalema cou '_d nOt be
does. After work he goes home, sees Kele, and they are happy.” retl‘leved

While Mmokwa makes us drinks, we return to the mystery “high-profile poiitician” in her
life: "I don't get to see him as much as | would like to because he is busy.”

While trying to retrieve the URL:
cebook.com/plugins/li

She is at pains to clear up the "love child" issue, saying she miscarried in December last
year. But she will say only that it was "a politician's child".

*
She says she attended Motlanthe's inauguration in Cape Town and was in Polokwane for the &W%k@&f“
. . o @madandguardian - Top stores & newsflashes
ANC's 2007 conference, but won't say who invited her to the two events. Do MBG aitor Nin Davieh
ChrisRoperZA - Edilur, M&G Online
Eansat g - MAG Cratry koy Evestnaie Joan
vrptaea - Our whobe news feed

DS

Mrmokwa continues to hold out the teasing promise of more. “Let the dust settle. After the
22nd [the April election day] we will talk.”
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SAM SOLE: COMMENT - Feb 19

o

If evidence were ever really needed to show
that “the personal is political”, then Pallo

Jordan's attempt to wave his flaccid intellect & pant

in the Mail & Guardian editor’'s face B agd o Clepings
provided that evidence in spades.

ARTICLE TOOLE

The patronising tone, the intellectual dishonesty, the
preoccupation with elite egos rather than ordinary lives: all are
emblematic of much of the ANC leadership.

Jordan's argument - full of straw men - is an exercise that might embarrass even Thabo
Mbeki, who made the baleful non sequitur his weapon of choice.

Jordan claims it is only in repressive, puritanical societies that the private lives of politicians
make headlines.

In doing so he implies that tolerance of the middle-aged fling (such as that indulged in by
Bill Clinton) somehow goes hand in hand with some kind of progressive polities,

The evidence for these assertions goes no deeper than a weak joke: one that embodies
factual distortions that are evident elsewhere in Jordan's so-called "riposte”.

Actually, there was a response to the Watergate break-in. Congress had begun work on
impeaching Richard Nixon when he resigned.

Not long ago, ltaly - one of Jordan's examples of benign indulgence - was enthralled by the
spat bmumn \xlx io Berlusconi and his wife, who demanded an apology in public after he
flirte e

oy willing b
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‘There are grounds to eriticise the story, but they have mainly to do with whether enough
was done (o check the story was factually correct - not whether it was "prurient”.

Jordan's most pathetic straw man is Pope Pius XII: of course, people who don't have sex are

not necessarily more moral than the rest of us. E R Ro R

The point is not sex. The point - as much for politicians as for the rest of us - is whether

people choose Lo act on impulses that will cause hurt and may harm themselves and others. The req uested URL

, , o es. be able 16 A conclusi could not be
If they do, we may, depending on the circumstances, be able to draw valid conclusions about .
their ethical standards. retr'eVEd

Private hehaviour is not necessarily a predictor of public morality, but neither is there an

absolute divide between private life and public moral standing, as Jordan claims.
While trying to retrieve the URL:

1f a politician lies to his wife, we are entitled to speculate about what else he might do. http://www facebook.com/plugins/b

Politicians are elected not only on the basis of policies, but also on a character assessment

about whether they may wisely use the power with which they are entrusted, or misuse it.

Private indiscretions are sometimes a legitimate factor in making those assessment

comes under scrutiny.

The president was given the opportunity to comment on the nature of his alleged
relationship with the 24-year-old - and seemingly declined.

ROV EIPINEMEN S
So Jordan is correct to say we know little about it, other than the basic outline that he
seemed to accept at face value: a wife, a long-standing extramarital relationship and a young
adult pregnant with his child.

(Qmetrix

QUALITY

. . . ) tdoniror
Beecause we have been given no extenuating circumstances, we are entitled to consider what Rrasyre
this set of facts normally imphies: multiple concurrent sexual partners and intergenerational M&‘f@‘f@

wifie oo

unsafe sex.

See move ads Ses more ads
The best research we have suggests that multiple partners combined with unsafe sex is one
of the drivers of the HIV epidemic -- and that age disparity in relationships correlates with CPONSORED 1 INRS
increased risk of HIV.
The influence of transactional sex -- between economically more powerful older men and
younger women -~ is Hkewise backed by the scientific literature.

And Jordan's blather about a woman's right to make sexual choiees simply fgnores research
about how these choices can be distorted by unequal power relations.

All this is trite, which is why the Department of Health's HIV/Aids programme includes a
forus on sexual responsibility in the Abstain, Be Faithful, Condomise campaign.

But this is clearly advice that powerful people such as Jordan are not obliged to heed -
given that they are in a position to treat HIV as just another "public health problem

Jordan's hypocrisy smacks of whining about being denied the ultimate "perk of power™: the
sight to uge the wealth, authority and protection of high office
conguests as though bagging prouse.
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